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NO Cirnne E cal  I  478-4285 for"  Regi  st i .a i ' ion

ovrn rHi iniuln rErtcE

MARCH cH0RES sow those vegetab're and frower seeds you intend to t ransplant

ks before they wi l l  go ou! to the ga.rdgn'  Plant the quick
about s ix wee
serminators t i " t -o- i 'a iv; i - i r " ; ; ;  i . t  of  i iats aio the s low ones ( ' to to 20

days) in otherr .  chec-k to see i f  they shou' l  d be pressed into the surface

of the germinat ing medium Uei iuse they n. .A l ight  to germinate or i f  they

should be covered because they need or prefer darkness'

About th js t ime last  year '  Archje C9P19 approached lh" Board of  Directors

with an idea for a c luu dire; t ; " t  whicn wbir to have in i t  a picture of  each

member,  h is address,  the nu*.  ani  p lac.  of  employment along with his garden

interests and specjart ier .  
-  

in.  idba was immebiaiery adopted and.Archje be-

gan taking pic iLres and gath; ; ing. i ; format ion.  I t  has been a ' lot  of  work

but f . ina.r  1y the task was .J*pigtgd and_members at tending the February meet-

i  ng saw the rrui i - ; i  Archi ; ;  ;  i iuo".  r  i r r i  nr< i  t  i  s  an excet ' lent  book. For

those who did not at tend t Ie February r . . t ing,  photo director ies wi l ' l  be

6;; ;gf , i  io eu.h meet ing.  you i in 9ei  them f iom rne or Archie '

This is the t ime of  year when winter begins to we' i  g l ' , .h.avi ly on my shou' l  ders '

I t  seems l ike i t  wi ' l  I  neve"- .n0. As I  inr  wr i t ing. th is we are under storm

warni  ngs wi  th 4u of  snow p".J i i t .a.  Maybe there i  s somethi  ng happeni  ng we

don' t  know about.  Whateu.t l -  i  
- ; ; -doj  

ng" somethi  ng pos i  t i  ve about i  t  '  My

ki  ds are on year round scrroor 
-  
ano they"b; ; ; i  i  n '  i la i^ch ,  so i  t 's  of  f  to Fl  or  j  -

da and DisneY hlor ' l  d.

see you at  the Apr i l  meet ing.  The weather should be warmer tht l - roI t r l !3t ' l



THE FEBRUARY I ' tEETING

Busi ness: 1979 MGCM budget.  Ed Cul bert  not i  ng that now one del  esate to
f f i ITtTonal  convent ion i luy cast  a l l  the votes of  the ; i r ; t ' "1, i ; - ; ; tega-
at tendance at  MGCA businesi  Teet ings t i ies hours that  could be more pro\
f i tably a!d pl .easurably spent gardenwise; that  $25 doesn' t  .n iou"ug. con-
vent i  on at tendance, anywayr proPosed that MGCM ei  ther drop the UuAget j  tem
for convent ion and return to the former no-subsidy plan or put al I  ourvotes in the hands-of  one person and pay that per ion's regi i t rat ion fee
an9: possibly,  a f ' l  at  surn toward other tosts.  Fo' l  lowing di i . r r t :on theent i re Ploposed budget was adopted with the proviso, inat  the Board re-
assess the convent ion procedure and br ing a recommendat jon back to the
membership.

l ' l in- i -Panel  (Char les King, Edgar Lehman, Robert  Smith,  Archie Cap1e,
[gderator)  Responses to some of the quest jons f rom the f ]oo" *ei- . t
l lg" ig]ass panes expand so one_must adjust  for  th is in a greenhouse.. . .
I l ! . rp lat ' l l ing wi th radishes ! . lps solve the vegetable rooI maggot probtem
(or use diazonin). . .mulch and open cul t ivat ion both of fe" goo;"g; .1.n
weed-control . . . Indoors a fan to move the air ,  outdoors a diench'of  Benlate(1 tbs.  to 4 ga1. water)  helps contro ' l  mi ldew.

Dr.  de Vos descr ipt ion of  and s ' l ides showing yar ious hort jcul tural  gar-
a 'e js-nnff iErope anb the U.S. made us wini  to"sign up-for a t r ip r ight  away.

THE MES_SAGE IS, RFCICLE l ' |HEN=STTRIING SEEDS INDOORS
(Abr aver i  n the c0frFI-ST pl f
for  March, 1977 )  __.

Years-d9o, housewives as wel ' l  as professiona' l  nurserymen sa)vaged t in
cans for use as p ' lant  containers.  ! . l i th our thoughts on ecolog! as wel l
9 l  econoDY' we are rediscover ing the need to ut i l ize recycled-mater ia ls.
The avai  l  abf  I  i  ty  of  p ' last i  cs and a' l  umi num foi  I  has openei  a l  I  k i  nds of
possibi l i t ies.  Home gardeners can f ind sonething to ' f j l ' l  pract ' ical ' ly
every plan! inS need and every i tem sa' l  vaged is a-p1us for t f re cause of
ecology. Fgt plants started from large ieeds suci"r  as marigo' l  ds,  toma
toes, 9€raniums, a ' lmost anything wi l l  serve as a seed f lat i  o l i l  cake
pans'  cof fee cans, Plast ic refr igerator dishes and aluninum foi ' l  food
trays.  Remember to poke drainage holes in the bottoms with an old ice
pi  ck made red hot to penetrate [1 ast i  c.

My seed start ing rnedjum is vermicul i te wi th a th in ' l  ayer of  mi l  jed sphag-
num moss over the top. Put i  t  through an ol  d f  ' lour s i  f ter  for  extra
f ineness. Heavy seeds are sown on top. I  put  the seed f lat  in a pan
of water to soak up moisture before I  p1ant.

Iy plan is to START MARCH l-  (or  ear ' l  ier)  ageratum, dianthus, g€Fdniums,
lobel ia,  p! tunlTs,  snapAraggons; to sfnnr i lnncH tS browal ' l  i ; , "calendu' l i ,
coleus, hol lyhock, impat iens,  n icot iana, sart ia,  broccol i ,  b iussels
sprouts,  cabbage; to START APRiL I  marigolds,  z innias,  €9gplant,  let tuce
(head),  pepper i ,  tomaToEsl_

0nce the seedl  i  ngs have germi nated and started t
be t ransplanted to a soi l  mix.  My preference is
parts:  vermicul i te,  per l i te,  ster i l ized pott ing
num moss.

o develop, they need to
a mi xture of  eq ua I  . - - -
soi  I  and mi l ' l  ed sphag- ,

(conc' l  uded on page 5 )
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A PLAN FOR AN UNDER THE DECK GARDEN

tle al I  have garden areas that have been successful  and p1 easi  ng whj ch we
Thi s i  s good, but perhaps we shoul  d th j  nk backare wi  1 1 i  ng to rePeat.

about areas whi ch need improvement.  0f ten one of  these is the probl  em
space below the deck of  a home. Extending !h.  lawn under the deck is
seldom successfu ' l  .  Too of ten th is resul ts in an eyesore--sparse grass
punctuated with weeds. t^ lhat  can we do?

0ne answer is to blanket the area with appropr iate fo l iage and f lower-
ing plants i f  the deck is at  ' least  314 feet f rom the ground. The f lowers
sh6uid be the kinds which b ' loom cont inuously f rom ear ly June unt j l  af ter
the f i rst  hard f rost .  The deck wi l l  protect  p lants f rom the f i rst  l ight
f rosts.  In 

. |978, 
f iy  p lants were blooming under my deck unt i ' l  the last

of  0ctober.

Heretofore unless you did your own tree tr imm' ing y9u Tay not have needed
a hard hat for  youi  gardening--but now you wi l l !  Don' t  at tempt to get
under the deck 1o woik wj thout one. Besides bumping your head, there
may be danger of  exposed naj ls.  Safety is very important for  th is and
mairy other aspects bf  gardening, for  example when using power tools.

Now that you have your hard hat or,  the only hard work y9y wi l l
do is to i r repare the soi ' l  .  At  a new home the bui ' l  der wj l l  have
on' ly the iooiest  d i r t  and a p ' i  le of  rocks.  Even i f  you f i rst  t r
groi  a ' l  awn the soi  I  must be prepared to a good ,depth.  before pl  q
i l  ower garden. Remove any sod, weeds ,  rocks,  and c ' lods of  poor d

A Make a 6ood, f  er t i  le soi  1 bed at  ' l  east  ' l  to 1,  feet  deep usi .ng a
grade g;rden soi ' l  wi  th about a th i  rd of  wel ' l  rot ted barnyard man
tulch.-  Each spr ing f ree mulch is avai lable f rom.Henngpi l  County
north and one iout I  I  ocat i  on.  I  use a sma' l  ' l  t ra i  I  er  ]  oad of  th i
each year in my under the deck garden to maintain-9 99od soi l .
soj l  ind manurL add a 10-10-10 ier t i l izer; then t i l l  the soi ' l  to
stage. A t i l ' l  er  does a beaut i fu ' l  iob !qt  the t i ' l  ' l  ing.can.also b
f  a i  i1y eas' i  1y wi  th a spade and rake. Af ter . .you've watered the s
a few-weeks i t  would be wise to have the soi l  tested. Then make
justments necessarY.

0nce the hard work i  s over the f  un begi  ns wi  th the se' lect i  on and pl  ant t 'ng
of the f  ' l  owers.  By th i  s t ime you shout d have a pl  an i  n mi nd based on the
arouni  of  l ight  avi j lab' le in the var ious areas under the deck. Remember
that some of th is garden wi l l  have plenty of  su1-yhereas other parts of
l ie girden wj l l  gei  l i t t le.  You wl] f  get  some f i l tered sun through the
cracIs in the Uei t<.  Even this sma] l  amount is a he' l  p.  0uter,  exposed
areas get a fa i r iy  h jgh' level  of  sun. Areas next to the house or t0 any
sol id ia11 get vei^y t i t t le.  Don' t  p lan on a lot  of  sun' in the center area
or i  n areas shaded bY stePs.

have to
' lef t  you
ied to
nt ing a
i  r t .

top
ure or

at  one
s mul ch
To the
a powdery
e done
oi  I  for

any ad-

i  n di  f ferent s i  zes and shaPes
done to mine in the last  f ive
feet and slopes away from the

the deck about 3% feet f rom the
from the ground at  the south end

Next to the house in the shadiest  area are ferns wi th sedums at  the end
( cont i  nued over)

l , le probably al  l  have deck areas that are
but '  you may f i  nd some of the th i  ngs I  've
year i  he' l  p iu l .  My area is about 12 x 12
irouse sl  i  bnt t  v.  in i  s makes the botton of
ground adiaceir t  to the house and 4% feet
away from the house.
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v{here better l ight  is  avai lable.  Ferns look lovely al l  sumner,  shield
the foundat ion and are a welcome addi t ion to bouquets.  Working out f ron
the ferns and tgdums I  p lant  two circ les of  impat iens,  approximately iz
pl  ants i  n each 4 f  oot  c i  rc ' le.  Here i  s where you and your wi  fe can have -the fun of  select ing_pleasing color combinat ions.  Don' t  neg' lect  to havo
a var i  ety of  types a ' l  so.  I  f  i  nd the doub' les seem to requi  re more s un
than the singles.  An occasional  whi te plant highi ights the colors.

In f ront  of  the c i rc les of  impat iens I  put  1Z
ious colors.  I  f ind i t  best  to leave then in
switched around occasional ly to benef i t  f rom
make this easier to do, I  wi l ' l  bury cyi inders
the potted begonias.  Unless th is switching is
do not f lour ish at  the center of  the bed.

tuberous begonias of  var-
bur ied pots so they can be

the ' l  i  ght .  Next year to
or large pots to accomodate

done, I  f i  nd some pl  ants

Because there is more l ight  as I  work away from the house, I
i  n wax begoni  as ,  p l  aci  ng shorter var i  et i  es at  the f ronts and
them in groups of  3 to 5 and, as wi th a ' l  I  f ' l  owers,  a l low room
Your wi fe can again be a great help in select ing colors.  For
aim for an intr icate pattern of  colors-- in my mind simj lar  to
rug.

l r lork i  ng towar
direct ly into
shady areas n
i  um. Intersp
the or i  ental
open s i  des.
the garden, g
he 8 to 1 '1 in

can next put
sides. P' lant

fo r  growth .
my garden I
an or i  ental

d the f ront and edges I  f  i  l1 i  n wi  th co' lor f  u ' l  co ' l  eus pl  anted
the soi  I  s i  nce these areas get fa i  r ' ly  good 1i  ght .  In more

ear the edges I  p ' l  ant  browal l ia and a few fancy' leaved calad-
erse a few dusty mi l ler  p lants near the f ront.  To carry out
rug ef fect  I  put  a border of  whi te alyssum around the three
This wi l l  look sparse when planted, but,  as in the center of
rowth 9f  t l l .  p lants wj l ' l  f i ' l  I  i t  in.  The border wj ' l  I  get  !e.
ches wi de for th i  s is the sunni  es t  area.

Just as in the rest  of  your yard you nust
sary.  I  do i t  about every two weeks as a
sprays and fert i ' l  i  zers appropr i  ate to th 'e
use. l ' lh i le a shady under the deck garden
ter i  ng as others,  i  t  shou' l  d be watched so

fert i ' l  ize and spray when neces-
general  ru ' le.  Be sure to use
speci f ic  types of  p lants you
may not need qui te as much wa-
as to be watered when needed.

To compl ete the total  ' landscapi  ng of  the deck area I  p l  ace hu
gerani  ums on each corner of  the deck i  tsel  f  ,  wi  th sma' l  I  er  pot
and herbs on the tables and around the edge of  the deck. The
this area. l . le have a bird feeder at tached to the deck and in
always leave the hanging baskets to serve, af ter  removing the
wi nter feeders.

0ver the years I  have found that I  can enhance my "or ienta ' l  rug" garden
by br jnging the eye upward to hanging baskets hung from the deck and on
up to the potted piants on the deck i tsel f .  About one foot in f rom the
front of  the deck I  hang 4 or 5 hanging baskets of  fuchsia,  browal l ia,
wander i  ng Jew, begoni  a and purpl  e passi  on f  ' lower.  I  use a doubl  e hook
so I  can easi ly revoJve the baskets.

ge pots of
s of  f lowers

bi  rds I  ove
the fal l  I
p l  ants,  as

There is no one way to make an under the deck garden. I  have done a lot
of  d i f ferent th ings and have used many di f ferent var iet ies of  p iants.
The preceding descr ipt ion is that  of  my '1978 garden. I  found Dr.  Snyder 's
book, GARDENING IN THE UPPER l , l IDt{EST, a great help as a reference. I  - ' - .
y ish al ' l  of  you in MGCM who want to t ry a garden of  th is tqRe the best \
' l  uck.  Remember the importance of  the hard hat !
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t {EAVER (cont inued from Page 2)

For start ing t iny dust l ike seeds, such as bego-nias,  Afr jcan vjo ' lets or
gloxinias" a va' l  uab' le acqujs i t ion is a cast-of f  p ' last ic box, the k ind
used for sweaters,  Shoes, or refr igerator dishes. I f  the box has a
p' last ic ' l  id f ine;  however,  a piece of  c lear v inyl  f rom a dry-c ' l  eaning
bag or a piece of  k i tchen wrap wi l l  serve i f  fastened with a rubber band.
C' lear plast ic containers provide ideal  growing condi t ions.  They don' t
shut out the l ight  p lants need and they retain moisture to keep the
growing media f rom drying out.  Seeds need high humidi ty to germinate.

These same boxes are jdeal  to root house p' lant  cut t ings,  too.  For a
single smal l  cut t ing,  I  use an ordinary disposable plast ic tumbler wj th
a f ru i t  jar  inverted over the cutt ing to provide i ts own pr ivate green-
house. For larger cut t ings,  a c lear plast ic bag f i l ls  the bi l l .  The
ones used for packaging bread are iust  the r ight  s ize and shape. Place
the tumb' ler  or  pot in whjch the cutt ing is set  in the bottom of the bag.
Blow i t  up l ike a ba' l loon and t je i t  shut wi th a twist  t ie.  (Plast ic
bags from the cleaners are usefu' l  at  vacat ion t ime, too.  A proper ly
ba6ged house plant wi l l  survive for  many weeks without fur ther at tent ' ion.)

When seedl ings are large enough to handle,  or  cut t ings are rooted, f ind
recycled conlainers.  Pots for  f i rst  t ransp' l  ant ing ol  t ' iny seedi i ,ngs_can
be i rade from the white plast ic one-ounce containers for  cream and salad
dressing. Just  wash them and punch drainage holes in the bottom with a
hot awl .

For the second transplant ing,  or  f i rst  for  larger seedl ings,  Pldst jc ct lps
made for bathroom Oj ipenser i 'serve wel l .  Plasi ic tops of-spray cans make
attract i  ve conta' i  ners for  Afr j  can vj  o l  et  seedl  i  ngs and other smal I  p;  an ts.
Pjast fc marEarine t r ;b;  can be useci .

To f ind large pots for  larger plants look far ther af ie ld.  Many fast  food
restaurants use opaque hard p1 ast ic containers for  sof t  dr inks.  ine
" jumbo" s ize corresponds roughly to a standard f ive- i !ch pot in vo' lume.
For rea' l  1y ' l  arge containers,  check a restaurant or de' l  icatessen. They
receive p-otato-sa' lad,  chicken salad and other ready-nixed i tems in whi te
p' last ic tubs ranging in s jze f rom rough' ly a quart  !9 severa' l  ga1.1ons.
These containers-are tough, easy to c lean, reasonab' ly sturdy ang are
fair ly at t ract ive in their  s impl ic i ty.  I  have used the large sizes for
tomatoes, young spruces and young pi  nes.

There are other resources in the t rash can. Accessor ies and imp' lements
abound. l^ ,ooden coffee st j r rers make excel lent  p lant ' labe' l  s,  especial ly
with a coat of  f lat  whj te ename' l  to prevent djscolorat jon.  Cider iugs
and wi ne bott l  es make handsome terrar i  ums. Empty spray wj  ndow cl  eaner
and cleaning mater ia ' l  bot t les can be pressed into service as mjsters.
The possibi ' l  j t ies are unl jmjted.

The green
wi th mi nor
Powered by
water i  nto

leaf governs the economy of  nature.  Every l iv ing
except i  ons i  s ut ter ' ly  dependent upon pl  ants and
sunl jght ,  the chlorophyl l  in leaves turns carbon
the sugar that  u l  t imately sustai  ns al  I  I  i  fe.

BRING A VISITOR.

creature,
photosynthes i  s .

d i  oxi  de and
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MORE ON t^ lHITEFLY

uThought I  shou' l  d rei  nf  orce your quote on whi tef  ' ly  i  n December Garden
Spray and be more speci f ic .

I  came across th is informat ion several  years ago and have used i t  fa i r ly
successful ly for  that  length of  t i rne.  I  only occasional ly now have a
p' lant  wi  th whi  tef  ly  and eas i  1y sol  ve the probl  em wi th one spray of  I -bomb
perhaps once a month -  one plant on' ly.

I  use Rust-oleum Yel low #659 painted on both s ides of  a piece of  formica
and covered with "Tack Trap" f rom "Anima' l  Repel lants,  Inc." ,  Gr i f f in,
Georgia (no zip code on label) .  l . lhen fu ' l  ' l  of  bugs, I  scrape i t  of f  and
?pply f resh "Tick Tackr '  - -  no odor,  e i ther.  Just  hang i t  up the bugs
love i t  and st ick to i t . "

- -Ra1 ph Papermaster

"Apparent ' ly  greenhouse whi tef  l  i  es,  whi  ch a ' l  so 'at tack outdoor tomatoes and
some other crops are l ight-or iented. So, to take advantage of  th is know-
ledge, s imp' ly apply ordinary househo' l  d aluminum foi l  as a ref lect ive mu' lch
over the ground under plants.  Research has proved that under many' l ight
condi t ions the ref lected l ight  causes the f l ies to turn upside down anA
f ly away from the pl  ants i  nstead of  toward them. "

--Edw' in F.  Staf ford in FL0l , |ER AND GARDEN magazine for September 1978

. ' .  I l . l f ' tq 4i , l ' i  1 SPRAY, an art i  ct . '  o 'n 
' "On 

the Deck e arOeni ng" by
Phi ' l  Smith.

I
I

Return to
TIIE GARDEN SPMY of MGCPI, INC.
ffi, Edttor
5315 Portland Avenue
Mlnneapol ls,  Mlnnesota 55417

**** '*
MEN'S GARDEI.I CLITB OF MINNEAPOLIS, INC.

CLUB OFFICERS:
Presldent:  ROBERT GAGE
f6f45 Fl i l lerest  I€.r  Eden Pralr le 

'  5534\
Vlee Presldent:  ARCHfE CAPLE
7221 -  15 Ave, S.,  Rletr f le ld,  r '5423
Secretary: RICHARD G. r/ICTOR
4358 Metcal f  Dr. ,  Eegdnr 55]. '22
Treasurer: CIIARLES H. ROBBINS
71l:2 Par"k Ave.,  Rlchf le ld,  55423
Past Presldent: RICHARD HULBERT
3422 Xerxes Ave. N.,  MPls. ,  55I l I2
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