


IT'S JUST AROUND THE CORNER

THE IMN' S GARDEN CLIIB OF MINNEAPOLIS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
Cont lnulng our f lne tnadl t lons but at  our new locat lon

TUESDAY, DECETVIBER 6, 1983 I"AKE HARRIET UNITED IVIETHoDIST CHURCH
(4gtrr-  Street and Chowen Avenue South)

Soc1a1 Half-Hour 5245

By reservat lon only at  $9.00 each.

HURRY, THE RESERVATION DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30 --
so get your reservat lon,  together wl th youn check, 1n the rna11 lmmedtately
to Vtc iowrle, 5025 Rldge Road, Edlna, MN 55436. Use the coupon found tn
the November SPRAY.

EXPERTS GALORE AT THE OCTOBER MGCM I{EETING

presldent Chet Grogerrs ldea of  revtv lng the MGCM speclal  lnterest  groups

Uore frul t  at  the Octoben meet lng.  Four panels of  seasoned growens held
forth for: 15 mtnutes'per panel and packed mone lnforrmatlon lnto that quar-

ter-hour th in th ls wrf te i"  had pr"eviously bel leved poss1b1e. In fact ,  th ls
repont 1s appear lng ln the SPRAY thls month lnstead of  last  to al low t lme
fob recoverTr from ilr lterts 6iff i. What foLlows are as many detatls as
could be lncluded ln my notes f rom that evenlng:

VEqEEAEIEE - Cllnt !ry.Lgt, Archte caple and charlle Pnoctor
tiB?at"tsffi-rurnqurst-Eh€ ir riu[ oT-nFTnners" 1n vegffiEl6-var1et1es.
Many were also'Al l -Amerlca Tnlals wlnnersr.  h" polnted out,  but  not al l .

eul ie a few ane consldered t fo ld rel lablegtf  ,  such.as Tendercrop beans,
l iuoy eueen neeis,  anA Scar let  Nantes carnots.  Othens were newer var let les

that have proven to be excel lent .  Tunnqulst .  sald Green Ice Leaf let tuce

from eurpel ls one of the top vegetables he has ever grownr- but lt was

n"u"o an'ALl-Amerlca wlnner.  In- tomatoee, h€ 1lkes New Yonken, an ear ly,

determlnate typ"-* i i f ,  medlum slze fnul t  ana nfg Bo{.  The lat ter  1s not

dtsease resfst int ,  whlch ls usualLy not a pnoblem ln our c l lmate,  but

l f  d lsease reslstance ls nequlrea, B1g Glr l  1s the same pLant-  * .1!h nesls-

tance added. c l lnt  has hls 'complete rrst  aval lable.  Just  ask h1m l f

youtd l1ke a coPY.

Archte capre and Charl- le procton both descr lbed thelr  expertence wlth

square foot gandenlng, based on a book of  that  name publ lshed by Rodale
pness. The oUj"ct  fE-to plant so mnny seeds per squene foot of  space

and ganden fnl l inr i "" iy.  nr" f , t " ,  fn lg" t ,  ma.dl .some one foot sguare 1at-

t lces that al lowed h1m to l ;a; ; 'exaet ly-wt lene to place seede ln l ,  4,  5,

; i l -6- i ; " f ,  
"qu""." .  

He neiJr fs that  by uslng thls method he gnew the

same crop fn gO- rquro" feel lf ' tat prevlbusly laq ,requlred 4OO Equane feet'

[ "  t ryt- i re df6eovened he,.was waLking on abbut 3/4 of  | r |s garden and

nalslng 
"*opr-i i ' ; ; i t  

i7+. This_yein Anehle e4berlmented wlth the Euno-
pean bed methoa,nA lep'orts s1m11in nesuLts.  ( i tetg used the squane foot

iystem for 2 years. ) .^,

chanl le recentLy has moved and hes I lm1ted garden spece--only about 12O

squane feet. H; ueed the squane foot method to get as much out of thls

area as posslble. Most cnops were neasonablv """t3::fl*;"!""1'13;" Ul
-2

Dtnner 6:15

W1ves, guests lnvl ted.
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Another hoLiday season is upon us and our outdoor qardeninq

season is encJed, The l i i innesota Theater of Seasons is st i lL

functlontng, but pardeners seem to find a way to be lnvolved

in gardeni,ng aetivities in al-l- seasonso ltven though they ma;r

not garclen indoors, there are plans t 'o make for next yesr'

seed-cata)-ogs to ,"rrr, seeds to order and garden elub rneetlngs

to attendo 'l"linter mo;th meetings are a time to learn and to

exchange inforroation with fel-low nembers. A good exarnple is

our November meeting with Dr. Orrln ?urnquist eovering the

subjeet of the cl-asl i f icatlons of fruits and vegefabl-es and the

rrny 
"rrprises 

rnrhen eompared to common opinion' Tf vou mi-seed

that raeetlng, 11ou mlssed a good oneo

Cur lhrisfnns Par"ty on )eeernber 6t,h r,rill again be a tine for celebratlon of the con-

cluslon of another gardening year and the rnany fr ienrlships and rewarding experlenees

we have realized through oot **oburshlp in thb ^lub. The frlendships nade within the

club are long lasting ancl 
"*"y 

up""iai 'ror both husbands and wives. ir le have a real

sense of being a family end Chriitraas time is a chance to experienee that fee1ing at

our annual party. I  hope every *"*bu", his wife and guests wll l-  enjoy sharing in that

feeling on Decemb*r 6tt-t .  f t  witt  be a good start for your' ihristmas seasono

r am sure that every presldent of the 1,Ients Garden rl lub of }t inneapolls sinee,19l+2 has

felt a sense of satisfaction at the eonclusion of the club year' start ing wlth con-

nittee volunteers at the January meetlng and whenever hel-p is needed in any 311€81 mefii-

bers are more than willing to serrre wheiever and whereever they are needed' Projects

arethel l feofourelubandrnembersenjoyjotningtogether inourmanygardeningoro-
qrams. An incoming Presldent soon f lndi i t i* job is macle easier by the f ine eooperation

of the Board and the rnembers.

Some ner'r programs were started this yeal-'uith the heLp and acJvice of our trast presidents'

This group ot men is tnvaluaUfe lo tle club in an advisory eaoaettlr, but they are also

key men in rnany elub activities. A ll-ub President ean be thankful for their support'

hie may have started more new progranrs this year than we can eontinue to support. uornr-

ever, rny iciea was to tr.rl sone n"i o" different projeets to see how they night be ae-

cepted. rt will remain for future Presldents tb a6terrnine whieh programs wil-l r^rork best

for the elub. Member response is the key. If--vou llke a.programt you lvi11 supnort it'

rf a proj"ct ne"as funding, the-Board nnb th" eudget ronrniltee wil-l- need to evaluate the

need ?or funds as compared to other prograns'

Oneprojeetbeingfundedfrompartof theproceedsofourPlantSaleg,rAuct ionthis
year is the reisluing of our fbrrner ttGardening T,essons I'Te Have'Learnedtf . Bill- Hull

headed the editorial eomrnittee thrt a".t*I-oped and printed that.book for the laG4A eon-

vention fn rnnnJip"ii"-i"-iiaS. lte has aeeepted tire responsibiltty of reediting and

republ- ishing this'f ine book or g""J"rr ing-art ic]-es by ourrnenbers and it  wil l  be reacy

for Club use in t1e earry 
"p"inE.- 

rl wlp again be given to new members and wil-1" be

made available to present nembeis at a reasonable 
"oit.  

I t  rnay also be sol-d at sueh

events as our Flower :t  vegetabte stow. It  wil l  make a good gift  i tem' much l lke our

ealendars, Thi; project lould well be a eontinuing and self-suPPortlng one and rnight

even becom€ a mone'-raising project. rrle thank Bir-i for handling this projeet and ask

all members to ;6;";i rrirn"iir his quest for ma1eriaL for the booko

Next nonth I wtLl be a past president. r will be proud to have been a Presldent of the

l"{enrs Garden l lub of i l inneapolls. I t  is a f ine organtzation.of some of the best rren

and the best gardeners in t-he r,r inneapolis area. T; be assoeiated wlth them ts a privi l-ege"

I am very graleful for that prlvtlegeo

--{lhet Groger
I

I

=.=.=.=.=.=' : '  
I
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EXPERTS frorn Page 2
f f i t r ' * -"o5t-J*ops,wh1chwerew1pedoutbystandtngwatendur1ngoun
,""J1" l ]y wet spnlng. '  Char l le alqg grew Burpless.  cucumbers up the stde

of h1s house. f t rJy-ylelded many B' lgn f ru l ts about the dlameter of  a

st lver dolLar.  Those gnowlng f |  t f re garden dtd not do near l"y as wel l  

^ANNUALS - Dave Jqh4e-cq, Stan Crlst and Leori Snyger
fraffionn"on 

- 
I"rffil iir"offi'rdoted besonTffiG "greatest annual r

; ; ; ; " : -  H;-" t tua r"  reesons the fact  that  they f lower f rom June through

fnost,  they ane dlse"""  and bug reslstant and w1]1 grow near ly anywhere'

in sun or shade. He says the i la1n drawback to them-ls costr-but. that  can

be cut somewhat by growrng-your-o*t- f rom cutt lngs or seed. To start  them

from cutt tngs,  put a lear aha stem rn wJter ln d styrofoam cup tn a south

wlndow rvl th f 'u l l  sun. r i rev srrould begln to get ry9l t  1n about a month'

Transplant them to J l f fy Mix and, when frrmly establ lshed, to pott lng sol1 '

In December,  take enough 
"u[ t ingl  

eg?ln- fon your summer plants- and get

them golng under l lghts.  seeds-sho[ ld re started the last  week ln January

also uncler f fehis.  
*Dave 

put"  the 11ghts pract lcapq^on top of  the f lats '

whlch are rrr ieo wl th J l f ty Mlx" He-growstabout looo begonlas-a.year

uslng thls *" t f ,od.  Da.r"  
" i ro 

pofnteO-out that  wlnter ls a good t l rne to

plan next year: ts garden. .He caut lons afatnst  i^YPt.golng out to buy plants

in t f , "  spr ing-*na"tryfng to see where theyt l l  f l t  ln.

stan crrst  put  tn a good word for the Nlckl  Red hybr ld nlcot lana. r t fs

an Al l -Amerlca wlnner that  comes ln l lme g{e-e! ,  whl te,  p1n4 and rose ln

addl t lon to 
""a.-  

r t  stands- ig:et+t 'h lgh aid bLooms from July through

fnost,  g lv lng excel lent  colon to the garden. stanr s only regret  ls  that

hybr ld lzfng da" U""A the fraeraneg-oI [  o i -Ch* plant '  He also sald '  " I

had exeel lent  exper len"u t f t i l  lma11 World,ChFr* z lnnlas.  They grow very

un1formrnhereh[,-Jtout14' ' , f f i1porn,andma,keacompact l . .n
dense, showy UEO.'  f  started'sprayfng thern about once a r^reeF-Ueglnnlng '
August 1st to prevent mf fdew, i lut- I am nof," sure .thls ls neces8arTr' In

the fa1l ,  when'othen f lowers of ten have seen thelr  best  days, these

zlnnlas cont lnue to be Just as nLce as uu"*,  r tght  up-to t i re ' f l rst  f rost" t

Thts year Leon Snyder started some 4OOO annuaL seedl lngs of  LOO dl f ferent

vanlet les.  He shared hls exper lences wlth some lesser known plants '

Hunnemannla ts the Mex1"r"-i5ppy. it 1" * yelloy flower and has dark

green, dlv loJi  i " r""r .  Snvi ] i - i ' "po"t"o thai  l t  began bloomlng ln July

and was st l l1 tn fu l l  Ofooh at  thb t lme of  h1s repont '  I t  makes an

excel lent  cut  f lowen, too.  FofygJnum-Capltatus his.e 1l t tLe nound bel1

of a head thatts very showy.-- i l *stands bnLy about 4" hlght . In warmer

cl lmates l t ts a perennlal"but l t f  s best grbwn^?s ?n annual  here" Brow-

al la is a shade- lovlng annuai  t f ,at ts g"o*[  by f loptsts usual ly for  wlndow

boxes and hanglng pots.  i i - - ts mostL'-Uiu6- i iowered, but there are whtte

var let les.  iEon"" i iegei ts growlng 1t-  lnstead of  lmpat lens'

RosESJerryOlsoq,CarlHo].standBobChurl ] - la
15-r-ry gtson io" irr"-p"offiof";1;pin o noses at the tlme of

the October MGCM meetlng. 
-  

H; warned igalnst bntnglng !h"T up-before

Aprll 15th. 
"Th; 

p"o"pe[i oi-an early 6prtne. got htm started last year

Just tn t lme for al l  hr" pi t l i ;  j ;  ebt Laugfi t- fn the Aprl l  snowstorm'

He sald thls caused irrm pioulems arr seas;i l  1ong, but he fed them alfal fa

meal ln June,-]rrv-""a ei i i rr l -aqd used an alfal ia alcohol sp*ay twlce

a month. The latten, fr"  3i i i ,* i lworf"eA mlraclestt .  He sald a stem ceme a
up from tne rool unlon wrirr-al  bulq_on i t .  The alcohol 1s cal led Trla- \

contanol and ean be onoered rio* wlLllam R. Colller. 0rehlds 
' TTQT Ar1lng'

ton Avenue, Rlvensi.de, cA gz5a3. - Tt" "uot-, 
wet, wlndy sprlng and hot

l-ate summer all brought th6ii proUl"e*u. tf 'ten a w-e! fall brought black

spot. Jerrv-ilil- Pt;ltha;-i; Str11 the uest t'" 
tbt"A?T"iB3te"o$:#B5tn"*

L-
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can be used. He says October ls
u"* t i r "  Mlnnesota t lp method of
i ;  the t lme to read books to see
catalogs to Plan for next Year '

the t lme to dormant spray the roses and
winter lng.  Wlnter,  accordlng to -Jerry,

; i l i -voi l -d ld wrong thls year and to read

car l  Holst ,  I lke Jerry,  was plagued by.  !h" rose mldge dur lng the wet '

cool  spr lng.  I t  1s a g"u"nnlusE pest"  that  escaped. I t  st lcks the stem

under the bud, 
-* f i f , ""1ig 

the bud. Car l  sald l t  used to be control led

wlth DDT, before that  e i iemica. l  was banned. Now the best control  ls

achleved by dust lng the gnounA wlth dlazanon to get the larva '  He says

tha.t ts a very ef fect lve method'

Bob churt ] la also put 1n a strong pl tch for  uslng the Mtnnesota t1p

method. He sald to make 
"u""- thE 

brants were wet l  watered before t lpplng'

He also suggested uslng 
"  

pofy twlne, whlch w111 not not away over the

wlnter.

PERENNIAIS Fred Glasoe and Jerry Shannon
i#ir 

" 
oi'?'!""affiupre or rheEffirrat he 1lkes to do wlth pe]:en-

nl-als:  mlx tu l lps,  perennlals and annuals;  make some old fashloned

f lower beds out ln the mlddle of  the yard;  donrt .Ju?t tuek the border up

a.gainst  a bul ld lng;  qake sure to t lme your perennials so that you have

some bloom t i t rougf i ' the ent l re season; ane, plant tn bunches so that people

can see the color.  Fred f i i "es a lot  of  the-o1d standbys. Peo-nles'  he

says, belong i ; - ih"  ganOen-noi  of f  by themselves somewhere'  Use l r lses'

but dontt  get  them f iom fr lends. Th-ere are too many great new var let les '

p lus you can avold l r ls  uorers,  too" 
-  

Dayl l l les can !e t lmed to bloom

from l&sy through septemuer.--r ' ieo empha"rZ"o that 1111es should be planted

wtth pockets oI  se,rerat  Uui5s ln one locatton. Phlox,  wl th al l  l ts  d ls-

ease problems, st111 derrvers great,colon ln late".  summer'  Make sune to

cut of f  the seed pods, thoush."  Fred- s lys chrysanthemums should be grown

only one or two years. ln t f rE ganOen bef6re you ta.ke cutt lngs,  PIP them

out"and replant f rom the cutt ings'

Jerry shannon prefers to wlnter mums ln a eoLd cel lar '  In December he

forees them out of dormancy anO ta'kes. cuttlngs for sprlog' He Pays many

var let les w111 wlnter wel1"enougt l  ln- the garden, Put l t ts lmportant to

get the cover orf them rreh,i 
-a;iv. 

Mums do iravl trouble survlvlng sprlngg'

Jerry also suggests mulching al l -  perenntals wi th oak leaves af ter  the

ground has *-Tl i i r "  erust  
-o i l  

l t  f rom the frost .  Thls keeps the mlce from

burrowlng ln to get your pr lze spectmens. In spr lng,  get that  mulch of f

as ear ly as posslble--ruout-apr l i  r .  Ar-so rn t i re fat l ,  cut  of f  111y tops;

cut l r ls  nact< to about 3 inet ies and mulch l lght ly;-  and'  cut  a l l  dead

mater la l  fnom peonles anO-remove completei-y- f rom- the ganden to prevent

disease 
"""ry- io"" .  

Jerry suggel tgd'surveylng-your yard for  mlcno-

cl imates.  Areas wlth a 
""nopi-of  

leaves, 
-?or- fhstance, 

w111 be protected

frorn the frost. That *u*n* 
'to*u thlngs-wll l grow. ln one part of the yard'

but not another.  Expertment- [o-rrno [r- te r ighr match of  p lant and locat lon.

one of  the pr lnclpal  reasons for the exlstenee of  MGCM ls to share garden-

lng knowledge, usual ly on-an lnfo"*a. l  basls before and af ter  meet lngs'

Octoberts speclal  lnterest-p"n*f* .not .o"fy gave the panel lsts a ehance to

share thelr  knowledge fn a *o"u structur"b i l *y,  but  i l lowed everyone else

to ask quest l .ons and make comments,  too.  r t  was a very product lve evenlng'

eonverslng over the back yard fence'  Are you

lnvl ted your gardenlng nelghbor to an MGCM

/-
! \ .

Our emblem shows nelghbors
netghbor lY? And, have You
meet ing?

5
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TheSPi lAYl.sear: lyt i r tsrnorr thforseveralreagons:^ 
i:- ln: ffim*:p'?::l:i,lio"-Yi3Iu"fiil{}3i""u'"i?$ I:"kend' '^
3. And, ( \ i tsybe the best" ; ; [* ; ; i " ; ;*-" t r i t " i  rv i1 l  be out of  tcwtr  r :nt i ' l

Decem'oer 1.

SO, Ti i ls  g i r res l ls  arrother c l iance to rernin ' i  ) rou:

1.  To nake Ch: ' is tmas Pai f : , , """ t"""ot fJni ," i i iC t 'o look around for n door
+o 

p" i"b {o H*rng along tb go uncler the t ree'

2.  To re.mernirer Hows"o l ; r iJ" l ' "  in i , t ta i io i i  to make vreaths,  ete '  ut  h ls

place oi  nu* lness, 5, lo i -  Nicol tet  nu*nu*,  o5 Fr ' lday event ' rg idovember

25. .  ! i -  ! r^  ^ .  * .  { i^ormo * i  nn ekrr :ef .  f  ro;n thg

3.Toset ' td l /oul-4ug*toget i :erwtt t : theinformat ionsheetfro;nt
l , IovembersPRAYr-otreaSurerGeo::geluiccol lough'

WhenDaveJo|tnsonwas}4Gcl.4presldenthl .scolumnFR0MTHETERRACESreS4eled
us regular l '  * i tn accounts of  h is never endtng war-agalnst  racootrs and

iris (and their) monthly tJrivr- 
-ir," 

eortor-ir ' ' t t ' t" C,0HT-LAND sOD j3UsfERS

equa] ly outra16O fought 1:raclr  less successful ly,  We quote:
, ,when lasr * i " i , i i ; ; ; ; ;o ' i i '  t i ru*e hungry cr i t ters,  t l ie l r  had lef t  the i tn-

rnature ears of  our Kanoy co'n.  Noi  to be outdone (rr) ,  we gr"ound up

plenty of  hot  peppe's in our bLender,  
-* i*pd 

i !  * i l i . t  s t rong'  soapy water

and sprayed tn!  rb*aining-" '1u. thorougi l "1 l , -  Tl* :^t t l "  
corn was readv to

eat, ,  we aga- ln Of*"ou"reO'- tnai  they,had beat u$ to i t '  We SaW mao' \ ' r  €81'$

pul led dolun, s l iqht fy nrot<en- i" io"  ( too hot?) and 1eft  to the bug's '

They vrere persis iant l  howlver,  qnd go; uoo* that  lad i :een washecl  of f  by

rain.  ' f ie ended up r^r l th; ; ; ; t ' rb iars '  an' l  nayoe,,6 ear 's of  s i l r rs l  l ' r . ;1t1: i ' ' ; r '

f ' . , ' ' i . : i , .  t l { )r , { t  or l  ! , ' is .^ i i ' ,  i .  r ' *  i  r i  '4el-  Ti 'nkens cofn i :at ' t i } '  "  
: \

ffi*#*"il:il.:?:,":'?'r'}i.:_lll:^;33:?l1,"i}it}i;ffi:::-:i;,:'"'3;:'-
or recelve plants etc. ,  get-yoir  notre"^In- in" 'bul let in ubanr l  and/or look

at l t  for  bargalns.  I f  you hrrru *ny s.oi"r iuuons that you no longer want '

brlng thern to-if,e meetln*: ionit f"orget th; m&ga zLne exchange or the seed

"-r  ' ' r i :A::r i t l  i t r r  t i - r i  ner i '  'nt tc! ; i " ' t l i  '  
tn

Tlrr  ; i i : : ;5 l r ) l ) ,  T<:: :4r i  l ; l i j { l  ne- i - is  1": ' lanfs, .nt  their  t { i i  " ' : i t l  $ l tcw'  { t  t t ther '

meetings f ,hey have a , 'sho;-rno-, i " i i "  t i ; ; ;  uu{ th is t j -me t t  1s "show

and Sel l t ' .

t4lchae1 A. Ross 535-7247
3Bo9 Xenla Ave. N.
-Crysbal ,  MN ,5422

Herrna.nn H. Strachauer 835-o5ff
4575 ';t. Bo 0trcle #1o5
Etoomington, MN 55437

Dr.  Char les Thlesenhusen 489-8051
I7#+ SlrnPsc'n Ave.

St.  Faul ,  MN 55:--13
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ATTFACT BIRDS AND HAVE rUN IN YOUR BACK YARD

BIRDS ATTRACTEDFOOD

Sun Flower Seeds and
Sun Flower Screenlngs

Chlck Scratch

Corn (Cracked, Who1e, or on Cob)

Peanut Butter

Suet

Bacoyt Drlppings

Raisins

oranges (Sunmer OnIY)

iloney or Sugar r.llater

Grtt

(Suunrer OnlY)

CardinalrPurpleFinchrGold' f inchrTufted'Ti tmouse,
Chlckad.ee, White-Breasted Nuthatch, Red'-breasted'

Nuthatch, Evenlng Grosbeak, Blackbird's (Winter a

Surnmer Feed.ing), Pine Siskin, Junco, Blue Jay'

Also the fol.lowing rnigratory bird.s . Towhee, Harrisls

Sparrow, White-fhroated Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, White-

Crovned. Sparrow, Rose-Breasted' Grosbeak'

All the above sparrows and Tree Sparrow, Junco,

Card.inal, Chickad'ee, Titmouse, Red.Breasted. and. White.

Breasted Nuthatch, Red.pol1. (Brown Thrasher & song

Sparrow in su.nmer on1Y" )

Cardlnal,  Pheasant,  Blue Jayr.  (Brown Thrasher &

Mourning Dove id sulnmer only' ) Blackbirds also

I ike corn.

Gold.en-Crovned Kinglet, Wood'peckers, Chickad'ee, Junco'

Ti tmouserRed-Breasted&White-Breasted'Nuthatch,
Cardinal, Brown Creeper. (Oriole & Brown Thrasher
j-n sursner onIY. )

Gold.en-Crowned Kinglet, Chickadee, Brown Creeper,

Junco. Red & White-Breasted Nuthatch, Cardinal,

Wood.peckers. (Cat l i rd-,  Oriole,  Brown Thrasher,  &

Red-ilead.ed Wood'pecker, surnner only' )

Woodpeckers, Chickad-ee, Red'-Breasted & White-Breasted'

Nuthatch.

Robin, Thrasher, Catbird', Wa:<wings, Card-inal'

Oriole & Rose-Breasted- Grosbeak'

Oriole,  Rose-Breasted Grosbeak, Catbird' ,  Hummingbird' '

some Warblers in .l-ate summer'

All the above bird-s

Wlnter feedlng, once started, glroul-+ neYgr be s.Lopped.. tn:, lif1 forrn a "pattern", and

a d.iscontlnuation rrould. cause Fhen to starve. Mmn, squash, pr:mpkin seeds, and' table scraps

are es,gerly gobbled upr no rnatter what the season'

NESTING MATERIAL

Ilorse hair, string, yarn, hemp rope, sepan,ted. & fluffed up. Length 4 to ) inches to prevent

entangling & strangri"g. cotton, narrov str:and"s of tissue packing paper.



MORE ABOUT SEEDS
(excerpts from THE SECATEUR by John Mansnerus)

Seeds are marvelous things. In each seed there
resides the substance for making a complete plant.
Even more marvelous is that each seed started with a
single, microscopic cell resuiting from the union of a
pollen grain and an egg, and within that one cell is all
the genetic information for making the plant that
makes the seed, and the precise directions for doing
so.

For most plants, seeds are the only reliable rneans
for reproduction, the goal of all plants. Hence seeds
are designed and programmed to germinate when
place and time are favorable. Some plants have tiny
seeds (2 million begonia seeds per ounce) which are
easily scattered by reason of small size, and there are
many, so that at least a few will survive. At the other
extreme is a kind of coconut that weighs 50 lbs. and
contains enough substance to insure seedling survival
under extreme competitive conditions.

F ortunately, the seeds of most of our common
vegetables and annual flowers as purchased have been
bred and treated so as to require no special
germinating procedures beyond planting warm season
species such as melons and beans in warm soil.
Exceptional requirements are usually noted on the
seed paeket.

Seed packets state the percentage of seed that'is
supposed to germinate, and sometimes we get little or
no germination. How come? Germination tests shr,rw
which seeds will sprout under favorable conditions.

I{ature is quite prolific in producing ieed because seed
is a fragile thing. Seed in the soil is destroyed by
insects, fungi and bacteria. A dry spell during
germination can cause death of the sprout, or heavy
rains which flood the soil. can smother the seed. A cold
spell can delay germination until something better
happens. Germination tests describe the condition of
the seed at the time it was packaged. Seed stored
under warm humid conditions tends to deteriorate,
ernd improperly stored seed wil l show poor
germination.

There are several things a gardener can dti to get a
good stand of seedlings. The most common method is
to sow a lot of seed, hope for the best, and thin out the
seedlings before [hey get too big. A better method is to
sow thinly the seed indoors in flats of sterile soil or
peat-iite mix. Most seeds will sprout well at indoor
temperatures , watering can be controlled, and the
ravages of seed enemies is greatly reduced. Lacking
indoor facilities, or if the crop isn't suited to indoor
planting, the gardener should use a well prepared
outdoor seedbd, treating seed with a protectant
agaist fungi and insects, and delay the planting until
the weather is fit for the crop. Space the seeds so that
the seedlings can be thinned without disturbing the
survivors.

Will seeds keep from.one year to the next? Yes, if
they are kept dry and cool. Place in a closed plastic
bag or sealed jar, most seeds will keep for several.:,...
years in a refrigerator. Onion and parsrtip s6.bd is ordi- '"r,
narily short lived, but these can be stored i"ftlefinitely . t
in the freezer. 'rln"
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Return to
TliE GARDEN SPRAY of MGCM, INC.
ffiert, Edltor

5315 Portland Avenue
M1nneapo11s, Mlnnesota 554IT*.r***

MEN'S cAnDEN CLIIB OF r{INNEAFOtIS, INC.
CI,I'B OEFICERS:

Presldent: Chet H. Groger
e8S-Cneston Road, Edlni 55435
Vlce Presldent: Kent Canlne

fe-Vlrgln& Dr., Shonewood
SecretarTr: Andrew Marlow
IO7Oo-Mlnnetonka Blvd., Mlnnetonka 55343
!:reqsuqe!: Geonge H. Mc0olJ.ough
Bslfffibough D:r., Bloomlngton 5543I
Past Presldent:  Jerold R. Shannon
ffie., St. Paul 55l-l,6

Robert G. ciru"?fficroRS:
3725 Llncoln St. N. E.r Columbla Hts. 55421
DaLe Durst
6fo8 Oaklawn Ave., Edlna 55424
Robert L. Smlth
4215 Kentuctcy Aveo N" r C4ystal 55428
Stanley P. Van Vorst
22IO Edgecumbe Rd., St. Paul 55]..].:6
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MR. l ,J.  H. HULL

6833 CREST0N R0

ED I  NA, ${N 55tr35
6833 CRESTON ROAD


