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. The f irst MGCM g3r-d-9: J9_y_.1wil l  be Tuesday July 9,  1985

The gardens to be on tour have not yet  been selected, so when you see
Stan Van Vorst  and the others on the tour commit tee r inging your door
be11 in the next week, i t  may not be merely a social  cal1.  Russ Smith
wi l l  be wear ing his new "MGCM Garden Inspector"  hat  on these out ings'

so th is wi l l  be a c lue to their  Purpose when they appear at  the door.
I f  any of  you think,  "This is my year ---  This is the best garden I 've
ever had",  g ive Stan or Russ a cal l  and theyf l l  come out and vis i t .
You may even qrant to suggest a v is i t  to a fe l low club memberrs garden

who is too shy to ask us himsel f .

The in i t ia l  tour wi lJ.be--qen gn"}-y.
fu l ly  a prospect ive new member).

You may br ing a male guest (hope-

There wi l l  be a buffet  stv le chicken dinner at tbe-. ,Pe"rghlng FieLd
Field is at -+8gh llf-e,qt

from our usual meeting
Neishborhood Center before the tour. Pershing
anl l  Qhqwen Avenue ( the park across the street
place -  Lake Harr iet  Methodist  Church).

.  The dinner wi l l  be 5:30 -  6:30 p.m.

The bus tour wi l l  beein at  6230 p.m.

. The total c,o-st for di_nner and the bus ie - $2..!O.

ensure a plaee on the bus and. I-!9--*rSgf9_tl-3-!A9_4_yr11 be necessary to
dinner.

.  Make checks to:  Menrs Garden Club of  Minneapol is.

.  Registrat ion must be received no laEer than Tr iday,  July 5,  f985"

Tear Off Tear qfE

Pl.ease reserve

Tuesday, July

NAME

places for me and my guest(s)

9,  1985, 5:30 p.m. Find enclosed mY

for the dinner and

check for

bus tour

($7/person).

Greg Smirh
9715 - 29th Avenue North
Plyrnouth, Minnesota 5544L

Send Registrat ion and moneY to:



COMMUNITT FRAGRANCE GARDEI!

-n-n-e-a -p-o-

June 1,  1985 was our plant lng day-at  the Fragrance--Garden'  Our weather

dldntt  cooperate,  and' l t  was a r i lny,  messy 9qy'-  -However: '  
ten of  .our

members showed ui  for  the planttng,-so we muOdbd t t  out ,  and planted al l

the f lowers.  Th; week fol iowlng I i1e plant lng was a vgry dry one, so the

gr"O"t  was watered twlce then. 
- In dry weather does that garden take

water!

The beddlng plants were suppl led by the Mlnnea.pol ls^Park Board.  l4ary

Lerman of  the board gave- us'a veqf nlce-select ion of  f lowers '  She was

extremely generous , id should Ue i i ranked for such generosl ty.  The Park

Board no tonger ralses l f ,s plants but bUyS them from wagnerts Greenhouse'

rn the June rgBS tssue of the GARDEN sPRAY a weekly malntenance schedule

was l ls ted for the Fragrarr"J-cJrden. Two members were asstgned for rnaln-

tenance each week for the next Sevenleen weeks. Any member who dld not

recelve a 
"opv-Ji  

i i t "  sFnev for that  lssue should contaet Ed. culbert  or

me.

Members, 1et's I{EEP THAT GARDEN WATERED AND WEEDm.

HAPPYGARDENING--JosephL.StengerSzz.rzos)(Commlt teeChalrman)

STRIKE WHITE TIE IEqN-IE i{OE- The July meetlng wartned us up for our annual
o- iorro"."n-*r t r , "ct1nt.Turnqu1sttsadv1ce

on showlne u"g" i"6rE".  n""o (and save) pages I  and 4'

ouR DETEGATES TO TIm--MGCA COIWEITTIoN w111 be 8111 Hull' Russ Smlth and

E others '

THE JULY lIth MEETING

BUSINESS & FUN Dave Johnson was glven- a certlf lcate of Appreclatlon for

f f i "J i ' ; .a- i l - ' l " ""pis! .cha1r.1ngandd1rect1ngl4ayauct1ons.
il; i;bt iu"i:.[," *" were tbra brbught tn $1500+'

In recognl t lon of  h ls 40 years memberghlp and of  h ls servlees'  of  over a

decade, oD tfre CnnpnN SPRAY whlch conttnuls to be clted at MGCA conventlons

as an outstandlng club bul iet ln the Boa"A-"""o*rended honorary membershlp

ion EA. Culbert . -  Approval  was unanlmous'

Amemberdonatedf lvega,rdenelubdr lnklngg}"9:9: lo l ,uct lon.Dwlght
Stone was auctloneer. Wfren UfAOfng sf"cilEnEO efff Hul1 offered to add a

g1ass. Thls; f f i ;a;6 Owfeht to of ier  a ef""s,  a lso.  The f lve on hand

;t ; ; - i r ,e two ln-piomlse brought $13'oo'

we rmproved roo' over Ey rn our abll lty to name 8111 Hul1rs three mystery

men. Thls tlme two memb""J, Ctre!-Gr9-qei' 
"na 

Cf'tnley Proctor' recognlzed

T;A-LeBout l l l ler ,  Ed. Mc0oy and Jlm Mlelke

PRoGRAMl4anymoremembersthanexhlbl tat fa l lshowstookadvantageof
Th-66f1ar off the dlnn"" oiiut by brlnglng f1ow9r:. or vegetables to ex-

hlbl t .  Net resul t - - the Juages hab sometfr fng to ta lk about '
(cont lnued on Page 8)



PREPARING VEGETABLES FOR EXHIBIT SAVE FOR
N"f,i'.E.Kl1NU.Uby Orr ln C. Turnqulst

' -  Mrrnh hqq heen wrl t ten on how to do a better Job of  ra ls lng top qual l ty
.  garden produce but l l t t le on the select lng and exhlbl t lng part  of  garden-'  lng.  Exhibl ts must be educat lonal  to be worthwhl le.  They must show that

better produce ls the resul t  of  the use of  good seed of  adapted var" let les.
fhey must show what can be produced when lmproved cul tu: :a1 methods are
used and when lnsects and dlseases are contnol led.

SNAP BEANS --  Wax and sreen beans should be harvested before the constr lc-
Ao-ns appear between t6e seeds, when the seeds are about hal f  grown. The
ends of  the pods should be br"oken of f  ln plcking. The pods should be
unl form ln s lze,  color"  and qua1l ty.  The pods may be wlped clean but should
not be washed. Avold showlng blernlshed or wl l ted speclmens.

BEETS. CARROTS. PARSNIPS TI'RNIPS RUTABAGAS --  Root crops should be meture
ug not over-grown, p or coarse n texture.  Tops should be tr tmmed of f

1 to l -1/2 lnches above the crown.
of f  but  not the tap root.  Roots may
so that the outer skln ls lnJured.

Slde roots should be careful ly t r lmmed
be csreful ly washed but not scrubbed

CELERY --  Remove roots of  the stalk and tr l rn the butt  to form a t r langle
6F-F-yrarn1d. Trlm off dlseased and broken leaves on the outslde untl l the
color is unl forrn.  Avold pl thy or woody and str lngy stalks.

BROCCOILI --  Al though the heads qulckly w11t,  l t  Ls somet lmes brought 1n
T6lf f i t ts .  Heads should be dark or-purpl ish green and eompact.-  Avold
any ye1low f lowers ln the head. Stems should be cut about 5 lnches from
the top of  the head. .

CABBAGE --  Select  f l rm compact heads that are not sof t  or  wl thered. Stems
ff i f t -be cut about IA rnin below the head. Remove al l  b lemlshed or broken
leaves but care should be taken not to peel  the heads too much. A few
outslde wpapper leaves are deslrable.  Speclmens may be washed.

CAULIFLOWER -- Heads should be whlte, compact
r lcey texture.  Stems should be cut so as to
outer leaves should be tr lmmed to t . -2 lnches
a soft  br lst led brush to remove dtr t  f rom the
head turn brown qulckly 1f  damaged.

and free of  smal1 leaves and
leave 4 to 6 leaves. These
above the whlte head. Use

heads. The curds of  the

unlform purple color and free from bronz-
be lef t  on the f rut ts.  Speclmens should
Avold large or wl l ted f ru l ts.  Dark spots

SWEET CORN --  Select  ears that  are wel l  f l l led out to the t lp.  Kernels
EEffie-mllky and Julcy. Remove outer husks but allow a short shank
and the lnner husks to remaln.  Ears should be unl form ln s lze and co1or.
They should be fresh and green.

CUCUIIBERS For plckl lng select  f ru l ts 3-5 lnches 1ong. A1] speclmens
sIoEIt l -Ee at  the same stage of  nratur l ty and unl form ln s lze,  shape and
co1or.  For s l lcens seleci  f ru l ts that  are stralght,  dark green, and 6
to 10 lnches 1ong. They shouLd be unl form ln s lze,  shape and eolor.  Do
not show over-r lpe f ru l ts that  are usual ly du11 ln color.

EGGPLANT --  Frul ts should be of
frA axd-greenlng. Stems should
be wlped clean but not washed.
lndlcate brulses or decay..

KOHLMBI --  The bal l  should be 2 to 3 tnches
ie Sust below the bp1l .  Remove al l  the

3

ln dlameter wl th the roots
leaves except the 4 to 6 top

(cont lnued over) '



leaves and tr im them to 2 to 3 lnches 1ong. Be Sure.  there are no worms

p""""nt  on the pet lo les of  the remalnlng leaves. Exhlbl t  three speclmens'

Often the kohlrebl  w111 be too 1arge, tough, *1! f  a pool3 whl t lsh color '

There !s also of ten camage caused 6y- lnseets.  they should be clean but

not washed.

MUSiUvIELOi\S l iarvest  f ru l - ts when they separate easl1y f rom the vlnes.

speclmens snould be free of  sof t  spotb,  mechanical  ln;ur les end dlscolor-

, i lor .  They should be wtped clean but not washed.

oNIONS --  Have speclmens mature and thoroughly cured. The neek should be

*f f i  po- noi  pbef to glve a s1lck sppearsnce. Only outer scales ty,at

are broken or discolored should be removed. Smal. l  basl1 roots should be

lef t  lntact  but  t r lmmed to a unl form length of  I /2 tnch. i l lpe on brush

but do not wash.

PEPPERS --  Select  Speclmens that are unl form ln s lze,  shape end eolor '

f f r f f in.uld- ie free of dl-sease or other defects. stems should be left

1-/e" to f  incf,  long. Wlpe elean but do not wash the frul ts '

POTATOES Tubers should be unl form ln stze,  color end shape'  Washlng
! - .

ls  Dermit6eq but do not blemlsh the skln by scrubbing'  Avold speelmens

wl- th defects or dlsease.

PUMPKINS -- SPeelmens should be
EoGE-Stems should be at tached
wa sh.

RADISH --  The radlsh should be prepared by pemorrtng-any dlscolored^or |n-

f r f f i r " ru"" l  The roots srrouia 'be washed"and. t led.  rn- tunehes of  l '2.  They -
should be kept reir feerateO u"t f f  ready-to exhlbi t :  Only f reg! ' -  f l rm'

cr lsp,  good 
"oro""a,"smoothr-and-roots- 

fnee-9f  Pr"pishes should be shown'

Some of the common faul ts lnclude spongy, wl l ted,  br  poor ly colored roots '

They should be exhlbl ted wl thout the leaves'  '

su$\,ER ??UASH -- select srnall to medlum slze frutts when the rlnd ls soft

and east-Ly punctured wlth thumunal l .  select  speclmens that are unl form ln

slze,  shape 
"nA 

co1or" l ,eave sOoui f /2 lnch o1'stem and wlpe frul ts c lean'

SWISS CHARD --  Select  Plents that
E€-,/effilm off roots and trlm
celerry.

FOUND Charles Proctor found a
Effi trre hy auctlon. If l t

mature and untform ln s!ze,  shape and
to the f ru l - ts.  Wlpe clean but do not

tan colored Montgomery
ls yours,  see CharleY.

4-

are f resh, cnlsp,  and have br lght  g! !en
butts to a pyraml-d shape. Exhlbl t  1 lke

'TNTER 
seuAsH --  select  mature spectmens where the r lnd reslsts the press-

; i t r f f i i iumbna11'Fru1tsshbu1dbeun1formtns1ze,shppeandco1or
and free of  defects.  Leave stems et tached to the f ru l ts '

TOMATOES Select  f ru l ts that  are unl form ln sLze'  shape and color"  Re-

r ' rur t"  should ue perfect ly shaped and free of  cracks or
move sEems.
blemlshes.

WATERIIIELON -- Frults Should be mature but not overrlpe. LeRve one inch of

stem on eacn melon. Wlpe but do not wash'

BRING A VTSITOR. GET A NEW MEIqBER.

Ward wlndbreaker



The mini f lower and vegetable show at our June meeting was a big sucessl
We had a total of 29 exhibitors, and no one really knows how many entries.
Betteryet, at least two fel lows said t0 me, "Gee, l 've got an al l ium at
home as good as that." Or, "My lettuce look as good as that blue*ribbon
winner." lt gave the guys who've never shown before a chance to see what
the competition was like, and realize that what they've been growing
stacks up pretty darn well.

The superb panel of judges not only made some wise decisions (no, I didn't
win any ribbonsl), but were also able to explain to all present why they
chose the ones they did for first and second places. Since all of them are
experlenced exhibitors as well as judges, they also passed out plenty of
valuable tips. Some of them, I presume, will be found in the write-up of
the meeting found elsewhene in this issue of the 50ray'

The purpose of this whole exercise was to promote more participation and
better quality exhibits for the big Flower and Vegetable Show on
August | 7 and I I at the Unlversity of lllnnesota Landscape
Arboretum. I think it did the job, and much of the credit goes to
Vice-President Bob Churilla and the other Board members who put it all
together. Additional thanks goes to MGCM members Fred Olasoe, Ted
LeBoutillier, Jerry Olson, Jerry Shannon and Clint Turnquist who served as
judges, and even put off their dinner until the Job was done.

The rest of it ls up to you membersl Spend a few extra minutes in the
garden now, pruning and primptng your special gems so they'll be at their
peak on August l7 and 18. Take some time on August l6 to select the best
of what you've grown, conditlon them and have them ready to bring in
brlght and early on Saturday morning. There are plenty of t'ibbons to go
around, So you should take home one or two. lf you don't at least give it a
try, you'll never know what you might have been able to achieve.

-27
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COMPOST SURPRISE

This yearrs outstanding crop for me

Was one that I  did not foresee.

I t  started in mY comPost Pi le
And circled ' round almost a mi le '

A single seed Produced the batch

I ca[Ea rny compost PumPkin Patch"
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ffiiIIEETING from page 2
ellfFF-Turnqutbt-learned he was on tiE-program when he arrlved. No problem.
He showed hls years of experlence by dellverlng an extemporaneous lecture
on vegetables and vegetable showlng. He gave a speclal t1p on showlng
peas. Break of f  the stem at the abscisslon potnt .

Fred Glasoe and Jerrry Shannon utl11zed
on exhibl t lon showlng the strengths and
on how to lmpr"ove even the best.

Jerry Olson emphaslzed
speclmens erect tn the
to) outwlt  the Judges.
So, lf you r,nant to see
or,soNr s GARDEN, 10841

Ti{-E cAnDEN SPRAY of I4GCM, L\C.
ffirt, Edltor

5315 Portland Avenue
i.Ilnneapo11s, i'llnnesoia 55117

****t f

IIEIVS GARDEN CLUB 0F MINNEAPOLIS, INC.
CLI]B OFFICERS:

Presldent: Andrel l4a.rlow
ft-Toffinetonka Blvd., ioilnnetonka 51343
Vlce-President: Robert G. Chur"l1la.
ffi. N. E.r colurcbta !its. 5542r
SecrejLary: Duane A. Reynolds
ffitlr Ave. N., New liope 55427
T=easurei: Georg€ Hr_ IvicCollough
BSffibough or., anoonlngton 5543r
Past-Presldent:  Russel l  C. Stnl th
@ Terrace, triayza.ta 5539I

DIRECTORS;
Robert C. Olson
2840 Glenhurst Ave., St. Iouls Parl< 554L6
Charles R. Froctor
52O5 GranCvlett Lane, Edlna 5i€6

practlcally every perennlal f lower
weaknesses of  eaeh and glv ing t lps

the use of  a lumlnum fol l  lnstead of  paper to hold
bottle. He gave tlps and demonstr^ated how to (tqf

Best of  a l l ,  he lnvl ted v ls l tors to hls garden.
how to get roses ready for the show VISIT JffiRY

Stanley Ave. So.,  ? P.M.r Monday, August 8th.

WHg VECETABLES? "I nead an astoundlng statlstlc the other day. the No.
lelsune actlvlty ln Amerlca ls gardenlng. Thatts rlght. Not watchlng
televlslon or Jogglng or playlng tennls, but gnowlng fLowers and house
pl-ants and mowlng the 1awn.. . . . .

Return to

"I can undenstand the Amerlcan peoplets lnfatuatlo{ wlth p1anffi, f lowers
and lawns, but Irve nevera been abl"e to understand the 34 m1lI,bn people
who grow vegetables as a le lsure act lv l ty. .  n.vegeta$Le gardenlFng, ls ,not
fon slssles. It t s hard work. . . .The only explanattp$r, that rnakffi.-bny'sense
ls that people who are hlghl-y competltlve tn thelr.liork tend f.ci.Ue hlghly
cornpet l t lve ln theln le lsure.  I t fs a chal lenge. f t ts man agalnst  the
excegslve nalns,  sear lng sun, drouglr t ,  bugs, wormg, dlseases, cal luses
and achlng backs. tt 

--From an Erma ,Bombeck eolumn 6/11'/85
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