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MEET YOUR NEW EDIT0R - AI\'DY MARLoW

Yourve net hiD beFore? OF course you have,
Hers a l \ . 'e1ve year nember of MGCM. He's a
b19 guy easy to recognlze.  He l -as a readiLy
dist inguishable voice--c1ear and dist i [ct  as
bef l ls a nan who is accustoned ro speaking
over lhe air  or before an audience.

qls abi l i ty  to l is ten.  Eo evaluare is exempl i -
f ied by his nonthly resunes in the SpRAy of
the talks at  our garden c luD meerirgs.  -he
resunes also shorr he can scr lbble out notes
in the dar:k which transcr ibed and f i11ed
out later appear in the editorrs hands as
Iu l l  q.s le rr t i . lF< raar lw f . r  iha n. inrar

Ite has on occasion edired lhe cARnEN SpILAy.
i le has chalred several  c lub commirtees.

But why such a blg picture? Because i !  proves
vr 'hat  ue've already said,  He is e big nan. He
is a good l ister ler.  Can't  you almost hear hin
I ister Co ! .rha r  Russ Smith has to say? 

-I ;

evaluates.  Doesn' t  rhe picture say,  " I rn
l istening but show l l le ' r? I Ie is a wri ter and
speaker--or why aI l  thaE sheaf of  Dapers he
ls carryirg.

Andy, We salute you! Carry on!

AT IT'S OCTOBER MEETING TltE MGCM BOANN

' Establ ished a boonunity Service Corunitree
ro be def ined and budgered for 7992,

Approved advert ls ing in the Minnesota l rort iculrur lst  dur ing 1992, (1992 budger al locarion
to be $[80.00 for 9 nonEhs)

MGCM OT TCERS TOR 1992 EIECTED AT TltE NOVEMBER MEETING

President
Vice President

Treasurer
Past Presidenr

DON'T FORGET:

Greg Sroi th
Lee G111igan
Eldon Hugelen
Me1 Anderson
Merle Pu11ey

Board Menber
Board Member
Board Melaber
Board Menber

Jack Kolb
Don Powe1l
Lloyd Wittstock

Friday, ivinp - we meetNovexober 29lh aftet  Thanks
Nursery, 5901 Nicouet

PICK UP YOUR CA]-ENDARS AT THE CHRISTMAS PARTY. DONIT FORGET,

REFTE
,,EUES EXPIFTE

FIEI{E|^I FI

to rnake wteaths. af ter  6:30.Cone anytine

FI E} E R:
E}ECEFIBER

E t 'A, l

says l{onard Berg.

31-f . . .
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Over the past 9 years, MGCM member Chet
Groger and his mentor, the late Shem Pinkham
have made many people aware of the natural
beauty ol our world - and made a significant
amount of money lor MGCM and the Men's
Garden Clubs ol America. They have done so by
showing MGCA musical slide prograrns to
church, senior citizen and other grouPs throughout
the Twin Cities.

The idea was bom at a lunch table at the
MGCA convention in 1979. It grcw out of a
desire on the part of Sherm, Chet ard others to put
to good use the winning slides from the alnual
MGCA photogmphy contest. (This was well
beforc the winners -- including our own Russ
SmrLh [,)r Septemb€r laq3 - began appeanng ln
the MGCA edendar.) By 1982 the first slide
show was set to music and ready to show. Chet
recalled first seeing the linished product in
Sherm's living room, after helping sort the slides
and install them in their carousel That first show,
' 'we Frnd Cod in Our Cardens." Is sti l l  being
enjo-ved by the audiences to which Chet shows it.

Alter they had the show in hand, Chet began
contacting senior centers and Sherm called
churches to see if they would like to have the
program presented. They asked no fee, only what
the group felt it would like to donate. S<rn
Sherm was busy several days a month. Chet
would help out "when |recessary."

In 1983, it became "necessary" to do more than
just help ouL Sherm had su.gery and Chet took
over as the showman, assisted "when necessary"
b)' l-arry Cattron. In 1984, Shem passed away
and left the job to Chet as his inieritance

Over the years, Chet and Sherm mised over
$7800 from those donations. $3500 went back to
MGCA to develop more slide shows. In 1987,
Chet began to donate the donations io MGCM for
the 1988 MGCA convention committee Since

Marlow

1988, these funds have gone to the fla€|rance
garden account. That usually Sites Chet the
opportunity to talk about the fBgrance garden and
other community projects before he starts the
slides.

Chet has been carr,ving the ball on this impor-
tant Foject since 1984. He's 75 years old now,
and is looking for someone to take the job ftom
him, as he took il from Sherm, so he can retlrc.
Word of mouth has kept up interest in the show,
and little marketing is needed. What is needed is
a "showman" or "showwoman" to introduce the
program, talk a little bit about MGCM and
MGCA, answe. questions and take the booking
for the next showing. Give Chet a call if ,vou are
interested - o. if you can b€ P€$uadeo:

Thanks in palt to the money Sherm and Chet
sent back to MCCA, the.e are now five shows. A
second, slightly longer velsion of "We Find God
in Our Gardens" hasjoined the original. Bdh are
set to sacred music and are illust ated with slides
of flowerc, gardens and beautiful scenery, but
each is a unique experience.

"The Bids Sing - The Flowem Bloom" is a 28
minute proglam of Pipe organ muslc wlth a
background of bird calls. It is relaxing and beau-
tiful. as lt presents flowers and gardens in se-
quence from spring through autumn with related
p€tr,v.

The two "America the Beautituln shows are a
bit longer than the others, at around 35 minutes
They include scenic pictures frcm a variety of
states, narrated in colorful fashion with musical
accompaniment by an old time orchestm.
''America the Beau(iful -- No.l covers ne
states, including Alabama, Ohio, Texas and
California. "Ameica the Beautiful -- No 2"
gives glimpses of Minnesota, Colorado, Hawaii,
Oregon and Washington, among others.

Chet concluded his presentation by showing
"America the Beautiful - No. 1." It is a truly
gorgeous country in which we live.
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MEM'onlEs

PLANTING THE COMMUNITY GAR-DEN Henry Eachme n
December 5,  1927

nf
-)

:9"

*r-H
|,{ay all t}Le happiness

OLIDAY SNASON oe vours

-Tuesday 
Decelober 3, 1991 at Lake.I larr iet  Methodist  Chutch

Chowen Avenue South at 49th Street,  MinneaDol is

P.S. l,le are also collecting neH, untirapped toys
for Santa Anonyrous and canned goods for the Food
Shelves. I f  you'd l ike to take this opportuni ty to
help others th is hol iday season, tse' l i  be accept ing
donat ions on the 3rd.



Archie was presidenl of  our club'  MGCM, in 1954. Ee lras a f lne gardener.  -  noirather
a hort icul tur ist ,  a gradl late of Kei^ '  Gardens in England and a l i fe long sludent of
f lota and fauna.

He l ived at 4305 Mackey Ave.,  SLP, l r l th his dear wife,  Ruth, l there he sho\ted the
world hon a true Bri t ish Gatdener t tould Present f louer beds. I t  \ , /as lndeed out-
standing. A sonewhat l randering border around thiee rear sides of the back yard with
considerable depth in lhe furtherest back port ion, behind which he screened cutr ing
beds. conDost and cold frames,

I  renember predoni inately annuals,  vety pr:ecisely sPaced, ye! cr.eat ing a nass effecc.
Graduated heights, r is ing to lhe reat iTi th colors in beaut i ful  harnony.

In those days r,re had a Photography Special  fntetest Group (as we cal led then then)
and staged demonstrat ion shoocs at Archieis,  I  st i l l  have a photo of a group - the
only other person I  can renenber being therein is past nember Eng l tolne.

Archie was president ot our club rn 1954 (a long t ine 3go for our ne\ i '  menbers).

l le was very act ive in start ing lhe Aiboretun and has been recognlzed repealedly.
Archie, a deceased nenbet and past presias being of le of the f i rst  proposers thereof.
I te uas another of le of out great members, You would have l iked hin indeed.

You l,lould Have Liked ARCHIE FLACK

You Would Have Liked GEORGE LI,']{TON

Ltly be dl f ferent? Everybody else l iked hiro, too.

Bi l l  Hu1l,  I IGCM Histor ian

George Luxton nas the garden l t i i ler of  the TFin Cit ies for Dany years, colunnist  and
garden editor for the Minneapol is Slar & Tr ibune as i t  was kno\tn at that t ine'  Not
only ! 'as he a garden wrl ter '  he was a darned good garden wri ter,  bul lding a reoccur-
ing theme about his Grandnai s Gardef l .  He referred constant ly to her in his colunn,
wrote books about adapl ing her garden ldeas to today's wor1d, and popt lar ized that
lady.

He nas undoubtedly
garden of cut l 'or.ms

He was one of the
to knolr hin in lhe
that t tu1e. (One' s
anothef ten years

the one who lef t  the legacy lhat beer in a saucer \ tould r id your
.  I l  could also lead you lo not car ing i f  lhere were cutworf ls in

oiganizers of our club \ tay back yonder in 1942. I 'hen I  f l rst  cane
c1ub, in 1952, he was 71 years old l thich I  consldered very o1d at
age makes a di f ference ln lhe vie!?oint,  you know.) But he l lved

to 81.

Not only \ras George a good comounlcator ' ,  he was a funny nan. His great sense of
hunor entertained us at many a dinner neet ing, as he told of his special  inLerests
in roses, nums, and phlox of as we gradtal ly learned of his civ ic act lv i t ies including
belng president of the Prospect Park Inpiovenrent Associat ion, act ive in lhe Ci l izen's
club and other groups. Physical ly he l , tas a rather snal l  nan but I  dldnr l  know hin in
his pr lne. I  \ r ish I  would have. l , le can be proud of being menbers of a club fosteted
by l4 innesoca's outsEanding garden wri ter  oI  Ehe past '

Bi l l  Hu1l,  MGCM Histor lan



RX?ORTS OF EARJ-Y MGCM MXETINCS

Decenbei 16, 1947 The Grand Annual Ladie's Nlght Dlf lnet took place at the lou tain
Terrace. A f ine steak dinnei i 'as enjoyed by,. .a total  of  116 nenrbers and guesls.  The
star performer of the evening was Eugene Pf ister,  the I 'e1l  knor^ 'n Rosar: ian from Chicago.
Eis \r i t ty and intensely lnterest ing talk l ras rouch enjoyed by al l .  He gave us the fow-
dor^'n on al l  the latest novelt ies ln the rose l tor ld a!!d '  in addlt ion, he described the

f ine growth of the Menrs Garden Club throughout America.

October 12, 1948,, ,our pr lncipal speaker for lhe evening l tas I tor.ace W- Barnes of
W"Vrata, 'a reaf entertainer as wel l  as a good hort icul tut ist .  i { is topic was "Ia11
work in Your Gardef l" .  He sald that fa11 i ]ork l ras the penalty for l tork you should have
done last sumner.

. . .Fol1olr ing the prograrn Archie Flack and others presented var ious methods of rais ing
noney for the nat ional convent ion ( in Mp1s.) next year.  The plan f inal ly agreed upon
ca11ed for the safe of special  subscriPt ions at $35 each to oul menbers'  the Doney to
be placed in a special  fund ln our treasuriy and to be used lo underwri te the cost of
lhe convent ion. I t  l tas est imated that we wotld need a! least $3000 in this fund before
the convent ion cor ld start .  Before the meeting closed L7e had $1250 in the fund.

october 11, 1949.. .Dur ing the business sesslon we l rere t leated to one of  Hetb Kahlert 's
tEl i - !??o.t"  on the subject,  "we had ourselves a convenciont i .  I le teceived an ovat ion
whefl  he stated that the big short  had ended up in the black and that al l  of  us r{ho had
contr ibuted to the Underwri terr  s Subscript ion Fund vould get our mol ley back i r  fu11.. .

Decenber 11, 1951 The Annual Christmas Dlnner Party held at the Donaldson Tea Room...
The ret i r i i rg Presideni. . .had selecled Larry Corbett  to act as Toastmaster,  and the
choice proved a happy one especialLy to the large nunber ol  ladies present. . . '

George Luxton was ir t roduced as our pr inclpal speaker and bsked !o te11 us note about
his fanous grandrnolher.  (The logo for Georgers garden column qTas a l i t t le old lady
in a black cape.) Georee was gett ing along fanously unt i l  suddenly the dear l i tcIe
o1d lady appeared-- in lhe somewhat disguised persod of Frank Janes--and began belabot-
ing George unnerci ful ly \ t i th her umbrel la for tel l ing such out landish stor ies sbout
her and especial ly to such a gang of unbel ievers as the Garden C1ub. The shock rtas

so great that George could not cont lnue for some monents. He apologlzed later for

this delay and whlspered, "You know, she rea1ly did look l ike grandna". I \ f ten Geor:ge
\ras able to again cont inue his sleech he careful ly avoided his or iginal  thene and
spoke at length of some of hls very interest lng experiences through the years as
Chief  Photographer for  several  of  the large Minneapol is Dai l ies. . . . .

Decenber 9, 1954 The Anmal Christnas Party was held ar Stouffer 's. . .160 nenbers and
guests present.  Through the efforrs of Kaufnan, Adans and others the tables were
tast i ly (s ic) decorated and copy of Everett 's r i l low to Cro\r  Those planls" was presented
to each ladv Dresent.

12 and 13, 1955.. .Our c lub acted as hos! to the Mlnnesota I {or t lcul tural
f i1.6-Gard." I ; r"r  held at Mount ol ivet Church. wi lh nineteen of our boys on the
speaki l rg program and the rest of  the club headed by Witner and Kaufmanfl  act ing as

hosts and handl ing al l  the de!ai1s, che neet appeared to be a success. At least
according to the soclety off icers i t  was one of the best convent ions they had ever
had.. . .

SOURCE: HistorY of the Men's Garden Club of Minneapol is

vary had r  swarm oI bees, and they to
Went ever) tuhere Mary werC, cause Mary

save their  l lves,
had the hives.
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D0 IT NoW...To Walt  custafson, 3812
926-3124 xo 1et hiE knon ir 's i11 rhe

HOL]DAY PARTY FEATURE

Ilave ! , /e got news for you! Since the Novenber
GARDEN SPRAY came our Curr is and Loretra, rhe
HAYMARKET MINSTRELS have been booked to perforn
"A Vlctor ian Chrisrnas programtr ar our Chrisrmas
Itol lday dinner ro be held at the Lake t{arr le!
Unlted Merhodist  Church on Tuesday evening
DecenLber 3rd.

The blurb for rheir  casserte ( labelted , 'Chrisr-
nas rr i th Curt is and Lorettarr)  reads:
Their  harmonies are as s\reet as ever,  on such
tradit ional ca].ols as "The l i rst  Noe1, ' ,  t 'Si lent
Nightrr ,  rrcod Rest ye Merry cent lernen",  anal more.
Nicely balancine the rel igious select ions are
sone playful  celeste and harnonica insrrunentals,
such as ' 'Santa Claus is Conin'  to Tokn, ' ,  and , 'Up
on the Housetop'r .  T,oretta plays the celesre (an
acoust lc keyboard thar sounds l ike be11s),  folk
hatp, gui tar,  and nandol in.  Cur! is plays mando-
ce l1o,  mandol in,  and harmonica

Now you couldn' t  af ford to niss al l  thar and rhe
Parade of Turkeys, roo, could you? So i f  you
haven' t  a l ready senr in your reservar ion (gr2.50)

W. 57th St, ,  Edina, MN 55410. Betrer cal l  h in ar
mai l  to be sure.

THOUGHTS UPON LEAVING by ED CULBERT

Tvrency one years,  25? issues, of  gert lng
oi thout the help of  so nany others:  Bi l l
a page for alnost every lssue thar f i rst
pract ical ly every year s ince.

Tn addic ion: Nancy Tal lnan iho vear afrer year
glyphics, sketches into proper ryped page format
r, /ay whi le I  wri te and folds and 1abe1s rhe S?RAY

without the help of al l  rhose above I  could nor
nat ional status in MGCA. To aU THANKS, and nay

out The SPMY. I t  wouldn' !
Hu1l,  Bob SDith, dnd Phi l

year and have conrinued to

have been possible
Snith who provided
supply arr ic les

Bob 01son and others 'ho suppl ied photographs; Larry Corberr ,  Chet c ioger,  Jack Ko1b,
Andy Marlow, Jerry Olson frequent contr ibutors; plus orhers deceaseal or no longer
members; plus the 21 Presidents \rho fai thfr l ly del iver:ed their  columns nonrh after
oodth. Llke\r ise, the chairnen of the var lous connl! tees: program, lour,  aucEron,
party,  connuniry garden, erc- Ard those not l isted who provided an art ic le,  a cl ipping,
a suggest ion,  an idea, a topic ro explore.

has transfated ny scr ibbles, hiero-
;  ny wife,  Barbara, who keeps our of
before i t  goes our,

have lasted nol.  rhe SpRAy have received
ny successor be so fortunate !

- -  Ed Cutbe!L



CETT]NG PARTY DECORATIONS REAIY WAITING TO PICK U? DINNER. DAYTON BACHMAN SIIOWS..

ANd VERA SNYDER
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Deck the Halls
To help your greens reiarn their needles, first select a Christmas lre€ that is fresh

and then consider shape, height and pdce. \lten selecdng a tree, shake it as hard
;rs you can, then reach into lhe lrunk and remove all of lhe needles that have ac_
cumulated in the center of the tree. lf you do this while you're stiil al the tree lo!,
you won't need to vacuum excess needles when the rree is in the house.

As soon as you bring the tree hori,e, and while you stili have il outdoors, cut one
inch off of the bo$om of the trunk io remove lhe dried sap that prevents the tree
from absorbing moisture. lnto a buckel of eira warm water, add one-quaner cup
clear corn syrup and a tablespoon of Clorox dry bleach. Set the tree into the bucket
and let it soak overnight. Then, before you bring lhe tree indoors, spray it with wilt
Pruf or Envy to help retarn moisture in lhe needles. After this spray dries, place lhe
tree into a tree stand tha! holds water. To keep the ne€dles from shedding too rapidly,
add a Christmas tree preservative !o waler in the stand at the rccommended ra!e.
Since some trees use up to two quans of water per day, check the waler level in the
s|and daily and make sure that you ke€p it full thoughout lhe holiday season.

Evergreen roping, to be used indoors or out, shouid be soaked in room temp€ratue
water for 24 hours, lhen allowed to dry before spraying it with Wilt Pruf or Envy.

Soak the stems of greens for table decomtions in the corn slrup solution ovel-
nighi, then spray them with wilt Pruf or ENy. when this spray has dried, make
fresh, sharp curs on the ends and force ftem into pieces of oasis (a holding material
for cut flowers) that have been soaked in a Christmas tree preservative and wrapped
in foil to prevent evaporaaion.

Follow th€se simple steps and your greens will stay fresh and fragant lhougiout
the holiday season. when the holidays are over, mal{e sure that you dispose of the
geens properly. ,o not ,um greens in Jour Jiteplacel Sparks can ravel up the chimney
and set lre to the roof, or burn so hot that they'll cause a fire in the flue. Remember,
It's better to be safe, than sorry!


