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GARDEN TOUR TUESDAY, JULY 9, I99I

pinner is at  6:00 p.m. at  the Pershing Park Bui ld ing,  4329 West 48th Street.  (Chowen
Avenue and 48th Street.)  Cost wi l l  be $8.50, including dinner and bus. Pay at  the
door.  l .Je must have reservat ions for al l  persons to order dinner and transportat ion.
i {o permanent reservat ions apply.  Return the postcard to Eldon Hugelen pr ior  to July 6.
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220 Cutacross Road
Golden Val ley

Bob Smith
3210 Chase Drive
Mi nnetonka

Bob Redmond
Tour Chairman
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THE GARDEN SPRAY -

MGCM PRESIDENTS:

Bul let in of  the Men's Garden

ROBERT C. OLSON, 1987

Club of  l ' [ inneapol is,  lnc

Bob 01son

about gardening--especial ly about

He wears a lot  of  hats:  Professional ly he
is Chief  of  Gastroenterology and Chairman
of Cont inuing Medical  Educat ion aE St.  paul
Ramsey Medical  Center as wel l  as Assistant
Professor of  Medicine on the ful1 Eime fac-
ul ty at  the Universi ty of  Minnesora.

Another hat he wears is that  of  Vice-
Presi-dent of  the American Hosta Society
which last  year gave him the Harshbarger
Landscape Design Award for best use of
Hostas in a Nat lonal  Convent ion Tour Garden.

Then there's the Menrs Garden Club of  Minn-
eapol is which he has served as President,
as chairman of  the Tour Commit tee and of
the Photography Conmit tee and has suppl ied
pictures for  the SPMY. Moreover,  he is
always eager and anxious to ta lk to members
hos Eas .

From whence came that yen for gardening? Let hiur te1l  you:
"when I  was a young boy my mom used to have me dig over the garden each Spr ing.

She l iked to dig in some "good manure" so shetd be certain to have good
f lowers.  Shers also take me dovm to Bachmants or to that  o ld whi le house at
Ehe edge of  tor"m where they sold plants and vegetables in the f ront yard--
the place that later became the Lyndale Garden Center.  I  was there to carry
the bedding plants and that "good manure" to the car.  Af ter  a few years of
that  mindless work I  to ld her I 'd lLke to help pick out the planrs and tend
them, too.  She said that  would be f lne.  But l t  d id; t t  work out.  We could
never agree on which type of  p lants l re were going to grow and how we were
going to plant them. I  wanted pret ty much f lashy red and yel low ones whi le
she l iked del icate pink and blue f lowers.  I  l iked to put them in bunches
and she preferred t idy l i t t le rows. Eventual ly we had to div ide the yard ln
two equal  halves.  She did her part  her way and I  d id mine another.  I t  must
have been a strange sight:  th/o diametr ical ly opposed gardenlng schemes in
Ehe same back yard.  But vte were both stubborn Swedes and determined tordo
i t  the r ight  wayr.

" I  came back to gardening when I  became a homeowner and f inal ly had a yard
al l  to rnysel f .  A garden designer came out f rom Bachman?s and drew up a
design for a f ine garden bed with beaut i fu l  curved borders and he gave a
l ist  of  p lants he thought should be grown in i t .  r  kept the plan but put
in what I  wanted.

" In i t ia l ly  we had a lot  of  shade in our yard so I  began looking for th ings
that would thr ive under those condi t ions.  A neighbor gave me some hostas
and soon I  wanted some more. I  went over to Bob Savoryts because I  heard
he had several  k inds and he would sel l  them to you. We11, his display area
had the most wonderful  and diverse col lect ion of  shade plants I  had ever
seen.. .  and Bobrs enthusiasm is contagious. First  he hooked me on hostas
and then he put me on the Menrs Garden Club. Now I tve got a s izeable garden
and over 160 var iet ies of  hostas in addi t ion to lots of  p ink and blue f lowers
and I  even wri te art ic les for  the American Hosta Society Journal .  One Tues-
day evening each uonth I  meet wi th 50 gent le and wonderful  people at  the
Menrs Garden Club. And I  could go to almost any large town in the Mldwest
(and a good number of  sroal l  ones) and f lnd a f r iend to drop in on and spend
an af ternoon vis l t ing and gossiping about my passion and my hobby--gardening."
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1le Men's Garden Club of  Minneapol is has held a Flower and
vegetable show almost every year s ince the club began in 1942.
Original ly just  a f lower show was held and years l i ter  the show
was expanded to include vegetables.

This years show, to be held at  Riverp' lace on August l0 and Ll ,
promises to be a very good show for MGCM. I t  may also be the
last .  Kent Petterson has come forward to pu] l  th is years show
together.  Along with help f rom members Duane Reynolds,  Terry
Robertson, char l ie Proctor,  Phi l  peterson and Mei Anderson, lhe
show ought to be a success.

hlhy is the future of  the Flower and vegetable Show in jeopardy?
There are two main reasons: lack of  a leader to chair  the
commit tee and decl in ing membership part ic ipat ion.  Despi te
several  requests f rom the podium and in th is column, no member
has w' i l ' l ingly come forth to volunteer to chair  t 'he F' lower and
vegetable show. In order for  any event or project  to succeed in
a volunteer organizat ion there has to be a "mission minded
megalomaniac" to spearhead and guide the ef for ts.  Secondly,
there has been a ser ious decl ine in the number of  members who
enter their  f lowers and vegetables for  showing. When on' ly a
dozen or so members (somtimes fewer) part ic ipate in the show for
several  years,  i t  is  t ime to reassess the worthiness of  the
event.  Would we cont inue the plant auct ion,  tours,  or  the
Christmas Party i f  only nine to f i f teen members showed up year
af ter  year?

Kent Petterson has in i t iated some excel lent  ideas for th is years
show that could turn th ings around. A beaut i fu l  locat ion,  t ied
in wi th a. tour,  cash pr izes,  f ree parking for exhibi tors,  a
paymemt from a "sponsor" (cou' ld th is be a money maker?) and gi f t
MGCM memberships shou' ld help put some sizzle into th is show. A
successful  show can benef i t  recrui tment and bui ld pr ide,  p lus be
an educat ional  and fun exper ience.

Now i ts up to you to
pampel those zinnias.

Cordi  a l  ly ,

v@,^//",

part ic ipate.  Caress those tomatoes and
Enter the Flower and Vegetable Show.

,4"9:
t \ t

(

M. Thomas Pul ley,  President
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THE AUCTION AS SEEN T}IROUGH TED OLSON' S C^\YER.T
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MGCM GARDEN TOURS WAY BACK WHEN

August 22'  1942 This tour started Saturday af ternoon at  2 P.M. at  the Mal l  and
consisted of  a caravan tour of  the beaut i fu l  homes of  the Borgen's,  the Ti l lotson's,
the Dickitt"ot/" and the Winston's around Lake Minnetonka and culminated. at Upsher
Smithfs farm near Wayzata where a del ic ious picnic supper was served. On this
day our charter was closed with 57 act ive and 3 commercj-al  members enrol led.

August 14 
'  

1943 Start ing wi th Tom Hughes and his magic barrel  we vis j - ted the
George Fi lbert 's ,  WaIter Menzelrs,  John Thi l1fs,  the Bishop-Flack garden at  Mirror
Lake, Manley Cal lenderfs and John Hansenrs and f inal ly arr ived at  Upsher Smj-thrs
Foxglove Farm at 6:30. One amusing sidel ight  of  th is t r ip was the fact  that  the
member selected as the Pi lot  Guide for the tour succeeded in cornpletely losing
the rest  of  the cavalcade short ly af ter  the take-of f .  Basket lunches taken by
the wives of  the members were augmented with cof fee and dessert  furnished by
Herb (Kahlert)  and his commit tee at  a net loss of  66C as recorded in the minutes.

JuTy 15 
'  

L947 (This tour)  began with a picnic supper put on by Jack Cohen and his
fami ly in his beaut i fu l  yard.  Rene Dufourd as "Chef de Chef"  hras outstanding, in
his abi l i ty  to s l ice ham so thin i t  was transparent. . . .  ( then the group) proceeded
to the rose gardens.. . . (Fol lowing which) the c lub for the f i rst  t ime had a chance
to v iewamaster vegetable raiser in act ion when we met wi th Bi l l  Swain in his
garden. Even Bi l l rs smal l  sons had personal  gardens to show us which they did
with al l  the v im and vigor of  the old man. Bi l l rs l rust  of  h is neighbors was
wel l  i l lustrated by his pet strawberry bed r ight  out on the street boulevard.
His real  pr ide and joy,  however,  was his herb plot  f rom whence cometh the delect-
able salad oi ls he sponsors.

August 8,  1950 Our second tour of  the season began on Howard Bishop t  s lawn with a
smorgasbord special  d inner suppl ied by a caterer.  The Bishop yard was as always
very beaut i fu l  and f i l led wi th many interest ing specimens. Especial ly intr iguing
was the Bishop-Flack exper imental  nursery we had heard so much about.  Leaving
Bishop's we visted Ray Bechtelrs wi th his br ight  d isplay.of  sunny bloom, and then
on to Joe Witmerrs where we saw what an expert  can do with too much shade. His
tuberous begonias and other shade lovers were the envy of  everybody who saw them.
Our next stop was at  Cort is Ricers where we saw the resul ts of  a master gardenerts
use of  both annuals and perennials to paint  a picture hard to equal . . .we stopped
next to v iew Heschmeyerts 1ove1y l i t t1e yard and then concluded the tour wi th a
look at  Flackrs new garden in the dusk of  evening. His yard was abLaze with over
2000 annual  b looms made very ef fect ive by the use of  ar t i f ic ia l  l ights.

July 8,  1952 Fol lowing an enjoyable dinner in P. W. Youngts yard some 50 members
and guests proceeded to inspect his garden. The chairman, Ed. Culbert ,  came up
with a new idea on this tour.  Each member as his garden is v is i ted was asked to
present his most ser ious problems and the experts on hand were instructed to pro-
duce the proper remedy, i f  any,  for  the edi f icat ion of  ( those)present.  As P. W.
had no ser ious problem to present he descr ibed his method of  revarnping one fourth
of his border each season so that every four years his enLire garden was ent i re ly
revamped.

After leaving the Young garden we vis i ted several  of  our newer memberst  gardens.. .
where a number of  growing problems were of fered and to some extent solved by the
experts on the tour.  The Garden Cl in ic idea proved popular on thi -s tour but i t
was evident that  considerable more t ime in each garden would have to be al lowed
to proper ly cover the problems of fered.

Source: History of  the Menrs Garden Club of  Minneapol is
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I{ERBS FOR CULINARY USE

hrhen you read about the MGCM garden tour of  July 15, 1947, you may have wondered

what herbs Bi l l  Swain grew. Here is the l is t  Bi l l  gave Ed Culbert .

Garden-grown herbs are real ly a lovely addi t ion to your garden -  f lower or vegetable.
Remember some are annuals,  some bj-ennials,  and some perennials.  Here ate a few to
consider:

Basi l  -  Use leaves in soups, stews, omelets,  saladsr meatsr sauces.
Chives -  Use leaves in omelets,  salads'  soups'  saucesr dips.
Cor iander -  Use seeds in pastr ies,  sauces'  p ickles,  l iqueurs.
Di11 -  Use spr igs of  seed head in pickles,  sauces, meats,  salads, bread, v inegar.
Oregano -  Use leaves in soupsr roastsr ste\^/s,  saladsr sauces.
Parsley -  Use leaves in garnishes, sauces, salads.

Peppermint  -  Use leaves in soups, sauces, tea,  je l ly ;  Use spr igs i -n tea'  sauces'

summer dr inks.
Rosemary -  Use leaves and spr igs in meats,  sauces, soups; Use dr ied leaves in

sachets to hang in c losets wi th garments.

Sage -  Use leaves in meats,  teasr f ish,  dressing'  stews.
Spearmint  -  Use leaves in summer dr inks,  tea,  mint  sauce.
Sweet Marjoram - Use leaves in salads'  soups, dressings.
Thyme - Use leaves in soups, salads, dressings, omelets,  gravy,  bread, vegetables.

AT THE MAY MGCM BOARD MEETING

c Fred Glasoe pointed out that  our c lub name is not an accurate descr ipt ion of

our membership.  He pointed out that  many potent ia l  members are turned-of f  by

being t ied to Minneapol is.  He ment ioned that the nat ional  organi-zat ion may

becorne, Gardeners of  America,  Inc.  He suggested a posbibi t i ty  could be,
Metropol i tan Garden Club of  Minnesota.  This name would retain the in i t ia ls
MGCM.

o Ted Olson reported that the Picture Directory is near ly completed. He has 89

member pictures of  the present 112 club members.  He plans to complete the picture

taking at the May and June meetings. Duri-ng the summer he wil l assemble them into

an alphabet ized format,  four pictures per page with name, address,  and telephone
number.  The board approved black and white pr int ing of  150 copies.

o Chet Groger brought two issues to the boardrs at tent ion.  The one is how our

meal service began. The club net at  Mount Ol ivet  Lutheran Church. The Circ le
to which Agnes Oslund belonged took on the project  of  feeding the Garden Club.

When the church needed the space for i ts own act iv i t ies the c lub moved tempor-

ar i ly  to the Richf ie ld American Legion Post.  When Sherman Pinkham found a
regular spot for  us at  the Lake Harr iet  Uni ted Methodist  Church, Agnes under-

took to handle our meal service on her own. In the future,  i f  the c lubfs present

arrangement should change, that  there is again food service at  Mount Ol ivet .

Chet also inforned the board that he has been cont inuing MGCA sl ide programs

whieh were started or ig inal ly by member Sherm Pinkham. There are 5 programs

about 30 minutes 1ong, which are wel l  received by nursing homes and other
groups. In present ing these programs, ment ion is made of  our c lub and the

fragrance garden. Donat ions are given to the c lub t reasurer.  Most board
members except the t reasurer were not aware of  these programs. I t  was suggested
that the general  membership be informed and that other members be integrated

into the program to ensure i t rs cont inuance.
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THE AUGUST ISSUE of the SPMY
to be in that  issue

wil l  be edi ted by Andy Marlow.
Andy by rhe t5rh of  Ju1y. Ed
out.

I f  you have urater ia l
Culbert  wi l l  be out of

Larry Corbett  needs a lot
place in the country.  Fast
I f  you can helpr cal l  Larry

get i t  to
should go

HEMEROCALLIS ANYONE?

Have you dayl i l ies to spare--especial ly nuisance ones?
of dayl i l ies to f ight  erosion of  the banks around hisgrowing, spreading types would be doubly acceptable.
aE 925-5789.

CLUB HISTORY CITED BY BILL HIILL

Researching stat ist ics concerning our c lubrs f i f t leth anniversary in octobe r  Lgg2answered someonefs quest ion.  Our c lub was chartered on October I ,  L942 by theMents Garden clubs of  America.  The charter was signed by Fred F. Rockwe1l,  MGCApresident '  a prominent hort icul tural ist  and garden wri ter .  october 1 came onThursday in r942--probably just  a rout lne date when Rockwel l  s igned our charter.

someone also asked how many years we held our meet ings at  Mt.  6r ivet  Lutheranchurch'  That took a lot  *ot l  t """arch. r t  was from January 1955 through Decemoer

i iSt ; ; :  i : : : l r : : .26 
furr  years.  so,  for  s l ight ly over hal f  our hisrory,  we mer ar

Water cools the pl
the leaf  i t  tares
a temperature favo
ent of  p lants maki

ant the way sweat ing cools
heat energy wi th i t .  Leaf
rable for  food manufacture
ng up 75-902 of  the weight

ter evaporates f rom
drops, maintaining

the major const i tu-

you. As wa
temperature

.  Water is

Retu:'o *o
THE GARDEN SPRAY of MGCM, Inc.

Edsln C. Culberc,  Edl tor
5315 Port land Avenue

Mlnneapol is,  Mlnnesota 55417
*****

MEN'S GARDEN CLUB OF MINNEAPOLIS, INC.
CLUB OFFICERS:

Presldent:  Merle T.  Pul ley
3852 Pleasant Av. S.,  Mlnneapol ls
Vtce-Presldent:  Gregory Sol th
1540 Rhode Is land Av. N.,  Golden
Secretarv:  Eldon Hugelen
7473 w. l42nd St.  Cr. ,  Apple Val ley 5SLZ4
Treasurer:  Melvln C. Anderson
5701 35th Av. S.,  Minneapol ls 554L7
Past-President:  Kent R. Petterson
908 E. Rlver Ter. ,  Mlnneapol ls 554L4

DIRECTORS:
Charles S. Benson
5808 w. 78th Sr. ,
Lee Gl l l igan
6506 W. Broadway,
Pht l  M. Peterson
5529 Knox Av. S.,
Lloyd C. WiEtstock
913 I9ch Av. S.E.,

Edl.na 55435

Brooklyn Park

55409

Valley 554L6

55428

Richf le ld 55423

MLnneapol is 554L4

FIRST CTASS


