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I{HO'S THE BIG GUY?
None other than Ray Marsha11, landscape archi tect  for  Bachmans,
former vo-tech teacher,  current MGCM member-director.

WHY'S HE ON THE FRONT PAGE?
Because he's going to ta lk at  our MGCM
ol ivet  Church, 50th and Knox SouthT

WHAT'S HE TALKING ABOUT?
About t rees and shrubs in the back border,  foundat ion plant ings,  etc.  By
the way, did you see the plans for our 1980 Community Garden which Nate
Siegel  had on display in Mareh? That was Ray's work.

BUT FIRST we'11 enjoy another f ine dinner ($3.75) served at  6:00 by the
ladies f rom the church.

I f  you're not on the permanent reservat ion l is t
RE?URI{ YCUI\, RESERVATIOI{ CARD AT JI.{CE

*****

PLANT AUCTION fuIAY 13th

To make i t  a success let 's  a l l  part ic ipate.  I  urge al l  who have green-
houses and/or the abi l i ty  to grow good plants to grow two or three extra
f lats for  the auct ion.  Flower plants sel l  more readi ly than vegetables.

There ate eleven members on the auct ion commit tee. The club membership
l ist  wi l l  be div ided into eleven parts.  You wi l l  be contacted by a
commit tee member.  L ine up now what you may have or can do for your c lub.
Please cooperate wi th your commit tee cal ler .

I l Ie can al l  br ing guests--guests who wi l l  buy good plant mater ia l .  LETrS
MAKE MAY 13th A JOYOUS OCCASION. LET'S SHOIV OTHERS WHAT WE CAN DO.

--Larry Corbett ,  Auet ion Commit tee Chairman

NEW IUE}IBERS

Andrew Marlow
10700 Minnetonka Btvd.
Minnetonka

Howard H. Berg 545-7290
10107 Lakeview Dr.  .  Minnetonka

55 343

933-5759
373-3177

55343

Russel l  C. Smith
1610 Holdr idge Ter. ,

L loyd Nerburn
3031 Decatur Av. S.,

888-6793
S.,  Bloomington

55420

475-1878
Wayzata

55391

935=4642
St.  Louis Pk.

55426

Gary Magrum
9532 Oakland Av.



THE MARCH PROGRAM REVIEWED

Charles King takes nothing for granted so before taking us on a t r ip through
Stokes 1980 seed catalog he distr ibuted a fut l  page "Glossary of  Terms Used --
in a Seed Catalog".

"Get 'em in ear ly"  is  King's dictum re cold season crops. He doesn' t  stop
there.  He advocates the use of  l ights,  cold f rames, greenhouses to extend
ou{ 100 day growing season. He starts beets under l ights--For direet seed-
ing he prefers monogerm seed sinee i t  requires less th inning out--He starts
cucumbers in peat pots about May 1;  p lants them out about May 30 to grow on
chicken wire s loped at  a 45" angle.  He waits unt i l -  Apr i l  15 to plant to-
mato seed indoors;  uses plast ic mulch when sett ing them out ( the plast ic
adds warmth and discourages soi l  born diseases);  hold of f  organj-c mulch un-
t i I  Mid-Ju1y.

Reminders:  Use an inoculant
Effiffil6Tion root maggots. . . .
sprouts,  etc.  )  every year. . . .
same spot.

on your legumes.. . .Use a soi l  insect ic ide to
Rotate your cole erops (cabbage, Brussels
I{ai t  3 to 5 years before growing asters in the

Advice:  Plant cobaea seed on i t 's  s ide.  I f  p lanted f lat  i t  rots. . . .Grow
spTnacfr  and let tuce together.  They make good Lombinat ion greens for salads
.. . .Use a tweezer to plant medium sized seed in containers.

Demonstrat ion:  (using salv ia seedl ings f rom a February 10th
usl-n 'g a; f f i t  p lant ing mix punch holei  in mix wi th a penci l ;
in;  c lose mix around roots.  I f  using a dry mix Iay seedl ing
punch into mix wi th a penci l ;  then moisten.

AsiCes: I 'Swiss ch.efd is no+hi  no t r r r f  q f  ru! .strat-e4 beet = " .  "  ,  .  "f f io '  
" ,-  

i i - ;" ; ;- i ;  ; ;" ; i ; ; - ; ;" ; ; ;  Jonu something wrong . , ,

plant ing) I f
drop seedl ings
on i t  's  s ide;

I f  5 'or , r r '  :  adish

MORE ABOUT THERESA MIESELER'S TALK ON ' 'HERB GROWING INDOORS AND
( From secretary Jera hannonb February meet ing minutes

"Some pert inent points that  she made included:
Herbs require less water ing.
Herbs have few insect problems when grortrn outside.
Herbs can be at t ract ively compani-on planted with other annuals or peren-

ia ls.
Most herbs are tender but some such as Golden Marjoram are hardy to Minn-

esota.
Five var iet ies of  lavender can be grown for their  b loom effect .
Di11s and fennels make good background mater ia l .
Most herbs require fu l l  sun and are more odor i ferous when so grown.
I{erbs can be ei ther grown from seed or f rom rooted cutt ings."

NEWS The By-Laws revis ion commit tee, Archie Cap1e, Ed Culbert ,  Bud
Christenson, Fred Glasoe, Chet Groger,  Char les Proctor,  Cameron Smith and
Bi l l  Hul l ,  chairman, has spent three long eveni-ngs reviewing the club
Art ic les of  Incorporat ion and revis ing and rewri t ing the c lub By-Laws.
Hopeful ly,  a l l  wi l l  soon be in form to present to membership.

CHANGE of ADDRESS and TELEPHONE

C. H. Groger
6836 Creston Road,

922-6471,
Edina 55435

C. A. (Jack) Peterson 930-9412
8100 Higtrwood Dr.  #B!21,
Bloomington b5438
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FROM THE COMPOST HEAP

by

Archie Caple

Today I  am going to come down from atop the compost pi le.  I ' I1 not ta lk
with you about gardening or growing, but want to speak with you -  each of
you -  about our c1ub, The Men's Garden Club of  Mpls. ,  Inc. ;  -  our c lub
your c lub and my c1ub.

A few years back (and I  am a young member of  th is c lub -  by af f i l iat ion,
not age) when I  f i rst  jo ined even jo in ing was accompl ished in a strange
way. Al low me to elaborate.  In the course of  our church vis i tat ion act iv-
i ty i t  was my fortune to cal l  on a Men's Garden Club member.  On being in-
v i ted into his home I  observed a very dist inguished, at t ract ive t rophy dis-
played on a smal l  tab1e. Upon complet ing my business at  hand f  made in-
quir ies as to the t rophy; what i t  was for;  and how i t  was obtained. My
host lost  no t ime in te l l ing me al l  the detai ls of  th is gardening pr ize;
who had presented i t ;  and the qual i f icat lons for  winning same.

With th i -s explanat i -on sat isfy ing my quest ions the conversat ion came around
to gardening and as to my personal  interest .  Of course, being a suburbani te
with a large lot  I  ,  too,  garden. I  have a smal1 vegetable garden, several
smal l  f1ora1 plant ings accompanied by some shrubs, t rees;  of  course, lots
of  lawn. My host then proceeded into great detai l  about the Men's Garden
Club of  Mp1s.,  wi th the c losing quest ion:  "Wou1d you l ike to at tend one
of the Club meet ings as my guest?" I  thought he would never ask!  Those
next few weeks wait ing for  that  meet ing date to arr ive were the s lowest in
my l i f  e.  We1l.  I  at tended. as a guest,  r ; , i f  ! r  rn i '  hcst ,  ncw bcth a vei ' ' -  c icse
fr iend and a f ine fe l low gardener.  As you can guess, very short ly there-
af ter  I  made appl icat ion to the c lub and was accepted as a member.

Past exper ience tel ls me one gets nothing from a club as just  a member.
You get what you give v ia part ic ipat ion.  The fol lowing year I  volunteered
to serve on some commit tees. I  fe l t  i f  I  wanted to get c loser to know-
ledgeable members of  the c1ub, other than by dining and l is tening to the
lectures in their  presence, commit tee part ie ipat ion was the surest  and
fastest  way. I  was correct .  I  worked for the Community Garden Commit tee;
I  roto-t i l led wi th a memberlearningal l  the t ime; I  p lanted with members
learning even more. I  weeded with others,  th is I  a l ready knew how to do;
but,  however,  I  gained excel lent  fe l lowship.  I  watered and cul t ivated
wi- th others,  and, y€s,  I  was learning aI l  the t ime. I  had already reaped
an invaluable harvest of  f r iends and learning exper iences from a single
commit tee involvement,  and I  wasn' t  yet  a two-season member of  the c lub!
Further,  I  found part ic ipat ion wi th the Plant Auct ion Commit tee, the Flower
and Vegetable Show Commit tee, and the Photograph Commit tee, each and every
one brought gross addi t ional  learni-ng exper iences.

Serving as Director and Vice President also had i ts rewards but here I
encountered confusion, f rustrat ion,  and certainly some disappointments;
not wi th those with whom I  was working, &s each and every one of  these
members was dedicated and devoted try ing to sat isfy indiv iduals.  My dis-

-appointment came from the membership.  Not every member,  p lease bel ieve
^t€,  but  f rom a few. The disappointment came as a resul t  of  put t ing for th
a 1ot of  ef for t  for  program preparat ion in the form of obtaining interest-
ing and.var ied lectures,  s l ide presentat ions,  and demonstrat ions,  only to
have poor at tendance. This is most disheartening not only for  the Club,

(cont inued over)
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but for  your CIub of f icers.  What went wrong?
bers,  why didn' t  they at tend?

Where were al l  of  our mem-

Let 's research some of these quest ions.  One doesn' t  at tend because one is
not informed of  the date and t ime. This is rei terated to every c lub mem-
ber at  least  10 days pr ior  to the meet ing when he receives his issue of
the GARDEN SPRAY. Every member has been given the calendar of  events 1ay-
ing out the meet ing scheduled for the calendar year.  Your c lub has a Hos-
pi ta l i ty  Commit tee with the duty of  te lephoning members who have missed two
consecut ive meet ings to sol ic i t  their  at tendanee and promote good club par-
t ic ipat ion.  l {e are concerned about your absence! I f  you have a problem in
being able to at tend, such as t ransportat ion,  your c lub has a Buddy Commit-
tee wi th dut ies to assist  you with th is problem. We care about you and want
to cooperate in every way possible to assist  in obtaining your at tendance
at c lub meet ings.

What exact ly is the reason for non-part ic ipat ion of  members?? My exper ience
with ef for ts of  the past c lub of f icers lays the ent i re problem at each club
member 's doorstep. What are your reasons for being a non-part ic ipat ing c lub
member? Your non-part ic ipat ion and club cooperat ion is ref lected not only
by your at tendance records but by your fa i lure to note your name on any of
the numerous club commit tees. Further,  search yoursel f - -how long have you
been a c lub member;  how many green thumb awards have you earned; how many
commit tees have you served on; how many commit tees ardlou now serving on;
how many entries-Eave you shown at the annual f lower and-ieff iable show?
If  you are able to af f lhat ively answer none of  the above, ihen the f inal
quest ions is how have you helped other gardeners or persons interested in
hort icul tural  endeavorE?- This is the s ingle purpose, &S I  see i t ,  for  the
existence of  a c lub such as ours,  the Menrs Garden Club of  Mp1s. Are you
as a c lub member a t rue,  dedicated, cooperat ive,  wi l l ing to help and serve
member? Or are you a button member only?

I  am your Club President.  You have an excel lent  grpup of  of f icers,
f iner group of  members you can' t  f ind anywhere--al l  we need now is

Food for thought:  One volunteer is better than ten forced men.

Thaf lks for  l is teni-ng.

THAT TIME AGAIN!

Li f t  up your hearts men, rejoiee and sing,
At last  we've come to the f i rst  day of  spr ing.
Bid fond farewel l  to the ice and the snow,
Get out the lawn mower,  rake and hoe.
OId man winter has gone on his way,
And spr ing,  we hope, is here to stay.
The f i rst  spr ing f lowers have burst  for th,
The wi ld geese are winging their  way to the north.
The lark and the bluebird s ing out their  praise,
For th is wonderful  spr ing and the warm sunny days.
Clean up the yard and pick up the trash,
Get out the ladder and remove the sash,
Wash al l  the windows, the back and front doors,
Clean of f  the walks and scrub the poreh f loors,
Remember the ear ly bird catches the worm,
So letrs get i t  done before the next storm!

Lyle A. Myers

--GREEN FINGERS, MGC Toledo, Ohio
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THE KOOPMAN YARD MAKE YOUR HOME AND LOT A BEAUTIFUL SPOT".

The best way is to begin wi th an overal l
landscape design (s imi lar  to a house plan
but pertaining to the exter ior)  done with
several  th ings in mind: pr ivacy,  creat ing
a vista,  focal  point ,  and sound barr ier .

LANDSCAPING for me is to beaut i fy your pro-
nertv and create the environment you your-
sel f  wff i t  T6 t fve in.  I t  is  a l iv ing-

combining several  k inds
of plants into an art ist ic,  harmonious
whole.  For example,  good grass harmonious-
ly puts everything together and is one of
the basics of  landscaping to me. My phi l -
osophy of  landscaping is to create what is
pleasing to your eye and l i festy le.  Use
simpl ic i ty in design, mass color and un-
usual  th ings done art ist ical-1y and in pro-
port ion.  Specimen trees, for  example,
should be spaced careful ly when planted
al lowing them room to mature wi thout crowd-
ing each other.  Remember a wel l  p laced
tree is l ike ai . r  condi t ioning. Use hal f
t rees under electr ic wires.  A few wel l
p laced specimens wi l l  do the work of  many.

lVhen instal l ing a new foundat ion plant ing
'rake s ' r t ro 57ou gj ."e aCequate spe-.c ing tc
al low the plant mater ia l  to grow natural ly.
Each plant f i1 ls but as i t  matures and the
ent i re border soon looks fu l1 and at t tac-
t ive.  Choose the r ight  mater la l  for  the
r ight  locat ion ( th is is where a profession-
a"I  designer can be of  much help) and don' t
be afraid to come way out on a corner to
soften i t  or  to use a mass plant ing of  one
l i ind.  A wel l -designed foundat ion plant ing
should last  many years wi th proper pruning.
Learn how to prune--don' t  prume everything
round l ike a globe or everything to a
point .  When you do this you take the beau-
ty away.

Most neophytes put th ings too c lose to the
home or bui ld ing and too close together.
I t 's  l ike wal lpaper ing (pasf ing to the
wa11 )  .  They forget what s ize the f in ished
mater ia l  wi l l  be in years to come. Also
remember a woody shrub (deciduous) out-
grows i ts environment in about s ix years.
However '  wi th some knowledge of  pruning many
plants can be restrained in height and
spread so that they can remain in their
or ig inat  spot.  The greatest  error in prun-

ing is to delay too long in control l ing
the form of Young Plants.

(cont inued over)
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One of the hard.est  th ings for people.  'co accept is hear ing that they must
el iminate some of their  overgrown trees and shrubs that have been there

for years.  .  .  . I ike Arborvj- tae that are 20 feet ta l l  on each side of  an entry-
w&V, or Mugho Pines cover ing walkways or humungous Spruce in f ront  of
home blocking l ight  and view, or a large deciduous tree shading a swimming
poo1. People are horr i f ied,  they th ink i t 's  crazy,  to cut  down "such
Leauty".  t f rey th ink i t  should last  a l i fet ime, but i t  doesn' t .  Remember,
proper planning is the key in having at t ract ive home landscapes.

The most interest ing home garden is one designed so as not to be al l  in
view upon enter ing ihe garden. I t 's  l ike going down a r iver--you don' t
know what is around the bend unt i l  you get there.  You can do the same with
a garden, the grass being the invi t ing path and evergreens spaced to give
pr ivacy and background.

Once the in i t ia l  t rees and foundat ion plant ings are in you can begin to add

the color and focal  points--a11 to a predesigned plan. Flowers can be add-

ed where you can enjoy them even from inside your home beginning with win-
dow boxes, v ines growing on trel l ises (Clemat is) ,  hanging plants at tached
to overhangs, and. then perennial  borders,  annual  f lower plant ings,  pat io
pots.  Two-of my favor i te plants that  should be used more are Hostas ( for

i f r"A.)  and. Hemerocal l is  ( for  carefree summer COLOR in a sunny spot) .  Flow-

er beds at  the far  corners of  your lot  or  f lower borders pasted along a

1ot l ine are very inef feet ive--plan to have your f lowers bloom where you

can readi ly v iew them and ENJOY them.

plan a pat io or an outside l iv ing area close by your k i tchen for convenience
and close by your beaut i fu l  p lant ings for enjoyment.  I f  you have developed
pr ivacy and ai t ract ive plant ings nothing is more enjoyable than spending

leisure t ime outside in the summert ime.

Beginning with a goocl  overal l  design and contrnuing with a good iawn and

adding beaut i fu l  b looming plants,  go one step farther and keep up your

enthui iasm with GOOD MAINTENANCE. This includes learning to care for  your

investments of  t rees and evergreens, fer t i l iz ing your grass 3 t imes for

lush green growth and freedom from weeds. Top that of f  wi th regular mowing
and arnple water ing for  a constant wel l -groomed look. Your f lower beds wi l l

look best when yo; cul t ivate the soi l  weekly ear ly in the season unt i l  the
growth f i l ls  in and weeds no longer even bother,  then cont inue to cul t ivate
just  the edge that shows between your lawn and border for  that  f in ished

loot<.  Keep faded blossoms cut and spend a 1i t t le extra t ime on your gera-

niums in pots to keep them looking fresh by removing any drying leaves and

blossoms. Fert iL ize pat io pots weekly for  maximum bloom and growth.

A11 this provid.es you with exercise and t ime to enjoy your plants up close

and the overal l  ef iect  is  a BEAUTIFUL GARDEN. I  bel ieve there is alot  of

t ranqui l i ty  and enjoyment in gardening.

******

LILIES

Removal of  Winter Cover This can begin about mid Apr i1,  but  don' t  be too
ho1dthegroundco1danddormant.Toaccomp1ish

this remove the cover in three stages so that by late Apr i l  the soi l  is

bare but st i l1 f rozen. Another way to accompl ish th is delayed dormancy i

to locate the 1i1y plant ing on a north or northwest facing slope. This

method is used sutcessful ly at  the Arboretum. I t  shoul-d be noted the 1i1y

plant ing at  the Arboretum receives no winter cover.  By late Apr i l  they
i ik;  to use a dormant spray to r id the plant ings of  any pests and diseases

lef t  over f rom last  Year 
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SUGARSNAP PEAS
Would l ike to quote Dick Saess from THE

GARDENERS CORNER of Marietta, Ga. on his
experiences with Sugarsnap peas. In his area he could
plant them Feb. 12th:'They were planted in two rows
about ten inches apart, with a 48" fence between the
rows, then two wires above the fence making the
support about six feet high. They eventually topped out
about eight feet, meaning that they reached the top
wire, then dropped about two feet.

They do not twist around the support like pole beans
but put out tendrils which curl around the wire or
string. Wind and rain tended to make them break
Ioose, especially after they passed the top wire and
began to drop down. I attached a small rope to the
posts and kept some of them from going all the way to
the ground though a few vines got away from me and
did just that. The vines are tender and brittle so do
break if subject to too much stress.

Once they began to bloom they set on and bore
profusely. I was too anxious and picked the first pods
before they were quite ready. I was disappointed in

that there wasn't much taste. A week later I found
some I had missed the first time. By then they were
nice, fat pods, quite delicious. When they are that
mature, they need to be strung. I recommend waiting
until they need to be strung before trying to pick them.
Then they are delicious.

We liked them best fresh. Just pick, string and eat
right in the garden or eut in pieces and put in a salad.
They are also good creamed as regular English peas
or sauteed lightly in butter. My wife also cooked them
with meat and other vegetables such as celery. And I
am sure there are still other ways to prepare them.

They stayed edible and sweet even when the pods
were so mature that they began to turn white. We
continued to have some to pick for about six weeks.
When they were bearing the heaviest we put several
packages in the freezer. We like them best creamed as
they do not retain enough crispness after thawing to be
good in salads. (unquote)

1 ' MEN'S GARDEN CLUB
OF COBTLAND COUNTY, NEW YORK

GARDEN TOURS

How About Yours?

Our summer tours are one of  the high points of  the c lub's summer act iv i t ies.

I t  is  not  too ear ly to plan your garden addi t ions on plant ings so that your

place may be at t ract ive as a tour garden.

Over the years we of ten v is i t  many of  the same gardens. This is perhaps in-

evi table consider ing the desire to tour the nicer gardens and also the necessi ty

of  includi-ng homes in the same general  1oca1e. However,  i t  is  a lways good to see

ce'- :  garde.ns and ideas -

This year we have decided (as has been done at  t imes in the past)  to sol ic i t

menbers rvho would l ike to have their  garden on tour.  I f  you would l ike the

commit tee to consider your garden for one of  the toursr please complete the

form belor.v and mai l  i t  to Phi l  Smith.  The commit tee wi l l  v is i t  the gardens

before arranging the tour schedule.

We cannot promise that al l  submit ted gardens wi l l  be included in the tours.

However,  we wi l l  do our best wi th in the conf ines of  general  interest  and qual i ty '

numbers and geographic locat ion.  We may also consider a September tour for

late gardens.

Phil Sr.ith ^ Cha.irlran
Tours Commit iee

GARDEN TOUR PROSPECT

I would l ike my garden considered for one of  the tours.  My garden wi l l  be

more enjoyable in Ju1y, August or September.  (c i rc le)

Mai l  to: Phi l l ip H. Smith
7511 Harold Avenue
Minneapol is,  MN 55427

Name:
Address:

Phone No.



iu lost  sardeners end up with part  paciraEes of  seeds f ' ron prerr lous years.
Some ire r . r iable and some are not,  so,  here nre a eol tp le of  methods of  de-

termlning ' r ; i r ich are and which are not.

Number the compartments ln an egg carton and f i l l  wi th a medlum such as
l ,ermicul i te or per l i te.  I {o lsten vrel- l .  Plant f ive or ten seeds of  a var-
lety in each coirpartment and record. .  Encloseia pl iof i lm bag. Take a

count t f  and, nhen seeds germlnate and dlseard t i rose which fpi l  to gerni in-

ate or those rv i th too low percentage.

Another method used ls to place a number of  th icknesses of  whi te paper
touret ' t  i  ncr on a f lat  surface such a.s a cookie P3o, martr< into sect lons,

++;r .O

.nn- isten , ' .J t r ' l ' l  -  n"rnnn a nrrn ' rg1 Of SeeclS in eaCh SeCtiOn e; fO COVeI.  ' r ; i th g1' ;SS.

. i : \J IDUETT ;vEff5 PJdL,U d l lu l l iv '

Since the towel ing has a tendenclr  to dr;"  out ,  i t ;naJ:  be necessar; ;  to re-

move elass and water - 'ar i th an atonl izer at  lnterva. ls.

These weeks before the weather ' ! {Arms up permaneut ly and the gardening
lrooins in par"nest,  are the second-best t lme to get out al l  your too1s,
v\-5!rrp

f ror :  t ro l re l  to lawnmo',r 'er ,  and glve them a good going over.  First-best

t i ine , ,^ras lasf ,  fa l1,  before they were put awalr .  Oi1 everythlng that needs

i t .  re i -no1-/e al l  dusi ,  and sharpbn up edges with a f i le.  Remeinber,  a lmost
Lv t

ar i  garden tools a16 essent ia l l ; ,  special ly-shaped knives.  The sharper

the edge the faster and easler the iob.

-

F,eturn to
TIG GARDEN SPRAY of iiG0i4, fi\iO.
Edtln ea Culbert,  Edltor

TEST YOUR I,EFT-OVdR SEEi

To

i? 1 t r  Foi . t ' l  n nd Avenu e
-  

JLz

. , i inneapol ls,  i ' i innesota \5417

,g tf .te * tt

l{El'ltS GARDEN CLUB 0F |'1II{NEAP0LIS' INC.
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7221 15 Ave. S.,  Riehf 1eld,  5 ' - ,423
Vice President:  CHARLES W. KI i \ iG
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Treasurer:  GEORGE l I .  McCOLLOUGH
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