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BULLETIN OF THE MEN'S GARDEN CLUB OF MINT{EAPOLIS. tNC.

Apr i l  1981, Volume 39, Number 4

JOIN US AT THE MGCI{ APRIL MEETING

TUESDAY APRIL L4Tb AT THE RICHFIELD AMERICAN LEGION CLUB
(6501 Port land Avenue South)

DINNER 6:OO PM Price 84.75 Program 7:0O PM

BOB CHURILLA wil l  show SLIDES of MEMFERS' GARDENS
and

LE BOUTILLIER, also a fe11ow member,  wi l l  ta lk on

ROSE CULTURE

Ted who started out wi th a hal f  dozen roses f i f teen years ago now has
some 800. He is a member of  the Royal  Rose Society,  of  the American Rose
Society,  and has held many of f ices in the Minnesota Rose Society of  which
he is a past-president.  He is a cert i f ied rose show judge and has been
named outstanding rosar ian of  the area.

SEND YOUR RESERVATION CARD BACK TO PHIL PETERSON BY RETURN [{AIL.

******
THERE I LL BTI A SECOND MGCM }TEETING IN APRIL

--  '10' :3O AM ON ARBOR DAY, APRIL 24th,  1981 --

AT THE FORT SNELLING NATIONAL CEMETERY (7601 - 34th Ave. S. )

The Men's Garden Club of  Minneapol j -s wi l l  p lant  a 1-arge, 2" or 3" cal iper,
t ree to be known as the "Freedom Tree" honor ing the Vietnam Veterans and
the Irani-an l lostages. The ceremony wif l  begin at  10:30 A.M. Al l  local
TV stat ions have been alerted and we would appreci-ate a large turnout of
club members.

Mark on your calendar th is place-- th is date-- th is t ime:
The Fort  Snel l ing Nat ional  Cemetery--Apr i l  z{ th--L0:30 A.M.

Come and be on TV with us.  Br ing al l  members of  the fami ly.
--Ev. Haedecke

Ifu,ic't--fif"at qaa&- ebl4 oJ Aaa,tlco. ilb& StJz JloaliezlhrnJ SacJel+

NOTICE: Rosters were handed out at  the dinner at
the d. inner your roster is enclosed with

I f  you at tended the dinner but fa i - led to
contact  Ed. Culbert .

TED

Daytonrs.  I f  you missed
this GARDEN SPRAY.

receive a roster



I98I MGCM PLANT AUCTION "?.EVIECI

Oa,te: Tlutudaq, Ma-q lZ, lggl

Pltce: Lind"en ftills ReueaLi-ona,L Centest
Xetxet Avuue Sotrth and ttte,at. 43nt Stneet

Tine: 5:lS p.M. - Counbtq Stone

6:15 P.M. - ClvLcben d,Lnnei eal.uted bu Oolania^t
?nice: $l , so ca-th

6145 P.l,l. - Plant, Auel,inn

?bttt Auel'Lon cowLil-tee nanbelu ane hntd. at. unnh tn nahe the lg|l atc,tion a.

6uceel|. CIhiLe tone nutbut dJLe butg acouilLng anound dott the be,tt uleel,isn

od anrunJl, peienrui.d26, hanging baaheta and. pat),o plottll, othesu aJLe gn-outiytg

and tlaruplan'tlng enrurJa. )un genuLoLta connnuce,i.ol grwweJt menbe-tu atte aqoin

donatLng to the taLe top gtad.e plant ma.teninlt.

To nah.e thi-t a succzA66til and ujoqabLe niaht., ALL 0F {lS etn panticipate in
tlnee uEA6.

t. Mabe utne to ottud, ountelve* The antunt pltnt tale
ia oun nwtn ,touncz o{ Lneome etch qean.

2. Dons-t'Loru o( pttnt matolinlt and gastdewtng .i.tenr to ult
atte neel.ei. {on the Counfutq Stone. 0o qoutt putenwi-olt need
divid,tng? 0i-d. qou gr@u, morLe teedling,t than qou can u.ae?

PLeate thntte bq dinntlng to the plard aaLe.

3. Mott inponlantlq, bnLng guuL6. youn guest wi,(! meel.
6one grlett. gail.enetu dnd (ind neal bangiu in elwiee
p.Lay* ma*.winlt. AA a ,ti.d.e bene(i.t, we nau gaLn aome
nat nanbelu.

l{ t4ou lave anq quQALi-ovra orl i-d.eaa, eoLL a membett o( the comnLi.t-tee.

Bob Evinquton
?L&'tt. Sa.tL Chaiman



RAY'S NATURE

Gardening, i t  seems to me, is one of  the best ways of  communicat ing wi th
nature.  I t  takes fai th,  knowledge and exper ience to take a sma11 seed
and know that i t  wi l l  turn into a beaut i fu l  f lowering and frui t ing plant.
The beauty of  watching the seed sprout f rom i ts f i rst  set  of  leaves to
i ts f inal  development is almost as great as watching the unfolding of  a
del icate f lower.

I (nowing when to seed is always the tr icky part .  For example,  the novice
gardener always tr ies to plant his tomato seeds too ear1y.  By plant ing
t ime his tomato plants are al l  legs wi th a few leaves at  the top. The
tr ick is to seed around Apr i l  1 to the 15th for  mid-May plant ing.  A
lesson which took me a long t j -me to learn was to wai t  for  the soi l  temper*
ature to get high enough to set out tomatoes. I always set my plants out
as soon as I  fe l t  f rost  wouldn' t  get  them. Tomatoes do a 1ot better when
planted af ter  the soi l  temperature is up to 50 degrees. CoId season crops
such as let tuce, cabbage, oni-ons, radishes, broccol i  and caul i f lower wi l l
do al l  r ight  ear ly in the plant ing season" They can even withstand a
l i t t1e f rost .  But warm season crops are better of f  when planted af ter  the
soi l  temperature has had a chance to r ise.

The per iod between plant j -ng and f lowering can be exci t ing,  too.  My wife
and I  have a t radi t ion of  tour ing our "estate" before I  ' leave for work each
day. The tours begin i -n ear ly spr ing and we check each plant ing to see
what progress has been made from the day before.  .Or,  of ten I '11 show her
what I rve t ransplanted dur ing those beaut i fu l  ear ly dawn hours I  share
with my garden. When the plants are checked dai ly,  somet imes they never
seem to grow, but week by week they achj-eve their  potent ia l .

The f i - rsts are exci t lng,  too.  What tastes sweeter than the f i rst  tomato
off  the v j -ne or what is pret t ier  than the f i - rst  f ragrant rose? What was
once a v is ion in the gardener 's mind slowly matures into a real i ty for
everyone to admire.  Nature and the gardener make a great team, indeed.
And, i f  by chance our work of  ar t  turns out to be not exact ly what we had
in mind, there is always next year and we wi l l  t ry again.

--Ray Marshall

GARDENING WITHIN THE ARCTIC CIRCLE

By next August,  Eski-mos from the Alaskan town of  Selawik wi l l  be tending
crops such as oats,  corn,  and bar ley 30 mi les north of  the Arct ic Circ le.
They wi l l  be taking part  in a novel  exper iment that  combi-nes the interests
of  the 1oca1 people,  two Alaskan universi t ies,  and the Control  Data Company.

Ear l ier  exper iments have shown that carrots,  cabbages, and potatoes can be
grown near the Arct ic Circ le dur ing the t2O-day growing season. f ie lds are
chosen that face south and slope gent ly,  f rom which are scraped the top
four inches to remove ice,  snow and undecomposed vegetat ion.  The sun melts
the permafrost ,  the water drains away, and the farmer is presented wj- th
virgin,  d isease-free soi l  to a depth of  two feet.

- -Digested from ' rNew Scient ist"  by GREEN SPROUTS, Watchung Hi11s, N.J.
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TIIE FEBRUARY AND MARCH MEETINGS REVIEWED

In February Michael  I leger prefaced his ta lk on perennial  p lants for  the
ff i ;6-y area by tel l ing how the decimation of the elms by Dutch e1m disease -.
had in L979-8O forced the moving of  the arboretum shade lovi-ng plant
gard.en to the sugar maple a;rea there being no other readily available
i i te.  The new garden has been div ided into segments according to color
and according to var iety.  I Ie then di-scoursed on the var ious plants
pictured on his very f ine discr ipt ive s l ides.

I {e gave considerable emphasis to hostas which, other than the spr ing
wit4f towers he l is ted, are probably the best plant for  heavy shade. Recom-
mend.ed reading for al l  hosta growers was a smalI  booklet  "Hosta--The Ar is-
tocrat ic Plant for  Shad.y Places" by Eunice V. Fisher.  To obtain a copy
send. $8.00 to Eunj-ce Fisher,  Room 22O Evergreen Manor,  1130 N. Westf ie ld,
Osh Kosh, Wisconsin,  54901.

The March meet ing at  Dayton's Sky Room started of f  wi th chamPagne.
don' t  know but Phi l  Smithrs del-
d.espi te auct ioneer Bob Liv ingstonrs

Whether that  had any bear lng or not we
phinium seedl ings brought $5.0O a paek
efforts to cut  of f  b idding at  $3.50.

Dale Bachman, wi th the aid of  s l ides,  showed us "what we go through" to
put the annual Dayton-Bachman Flower Show together. He dldn't say what
i t  cost  (p lenty) t tner than that Bachmans handled the f lower,  shrub and
tree part  and Dayton's the "structural  e lements".

Detai led planning is done in the fa l1.  Bulbs are started at  that  t lme.
Much of  the needed nursery stock is best found in wholesale nurser ies on
the west coast.  This necessi tates a buying tr ip ' f rom Oregon down to
southern Cal i fornia the second week in January.  In one case i t  meant
d.r iv ing through a ser ies of  cemeter ies to reach the nursery.  Chosen
mater ia l  is  Oatted and bur lapped then shipped to Minneapol is to be grown
on unt i l  show t ime.

Wisconsin nurser ies were seouted for the evergreens needed. Trees
selected were cut and shipped to Minneapol is for  f i reproof ing and treat-
ment to prevent loss of  needles.

The week before the show, peat,  d i r t ,  shrubs, f lowers,  everything is
col lected in Dayton's basement.  The two nights before the show opens a
crew works f rom 4 p.m. unt i l  midnight to get i t  a l l  to the audi tor ium and
set up. The only th ing we could th ink of  operat ing that ef f ic ient ly and
quickly was an o1d t ime tent c i rcus unloadi-ng and sett ing up.

Dale Bachman's ta lk made us more appreciat ive of  the show as, later,  we
strol led through i t .  I t  was stupendous !  And, where did they get plans
for the Vik ing ship wreckage? I t  t ied in perfect ly wi th "THE VIKINGS"
the current exhibi t ion at  the Minneapol is Inst i - tute of  Arts.

NEW MEMBERS

Leo J.  Grebner 881-8187
tO2O4 Parkview Circ le
Bloomington, MN. ,  55431-

Richard Leming 929-5317
5309 Hollylvood Road
Edina, MN. ,  55436

Theodore L. Johnson 699-1725
1855 Saunders Ave.
St.  Pau1, MN.,  55116
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THE COMMI'NITY GARDEN

When Phi l  Smith took the presidency of  MGCM in January 1970, he asked
Carl  Holst  to f ind a c lub project .  Car l  thought a f ragrance garden for
the bl ind was a project  which would interest  our ent i re membership.  With
that in mind he met wi th Ed. Peterson, a member of  the Minneapol is Society
for the Bl ind.  Together they thought a plot  of  land lef t  vacant when the
Il ighway Department buil t  an access road to Highway 19 would be idea1. It
was located at Aldrich Avenue South and 19th Street only two blocks from
the Society 's headquarters zt  Lyndale and Frankl in.  Our f i rst  task was
to get the l l ighway Department to release t i t le to the Park Board.  The
Park Board in turn gave our garden club the option to develop and maintain
the garden.

In January L971, (Dave Johnson by then president)  Bachman's graciously
made the services of  G. W. Neihaus of  their  landscape department avai lable
to us.  Mr.  Neihaus drew up for us a garden plan that contained raised
beds. I Ie also suppl ied a detai led l is t  of  the mater ia ls and plant ings
required. The terrain was quite uneven and at the southeast corner the
land was considerably lower than the rest  of  the p1ot.  The Park Board
undertook the grading and leveled the land except for  the corner that  was
so 1ow. We received a detai led cost f igure,  total i -ng $5,330, f rom
Mr. Neihaus. 785 cubic feet  of  soi l  was needed for the beds and to f i l l
in the 1ow area. 50 rai l road t ies would be required for the retaining
wa11 and 250 t ies for  the planters.  66 var iet ies of  t rees and shrubs
were ca11ed for.

Our next task was to raise the necessary money. lhrough the ef for ts of
our members,  part icular ly Dave Johnson and Art  Johnson, we were able to
raise a major port ion f rom civ ic organizat ions an$ indiv idual  donors.
We reeeived contrj-butions of plan+. rnaterials frono the Park Board. and from
the Arboretum. A spr inkl ing system was donated by a dealer.  We had
enough funds lef t  to construct  three or four park benches.

Dave Johnson leading the way our members supplied the muscle power to
construct  the beds, place the soi l  in proper places and plant al l  the
plant mater ia l .  At  the request of  the Society for  the Bl ind the garden
was to be cal led a Community GarCen. So, on June 27, 1971",  there was a
formal presentat ion to the community and to the Society for  the B1ind.

For a few years the garden retained i ts in i t ia l  beauty.  However,  vandal lsm
started to take i ts to11. Our water ing system was destroyed. The or ig-
inal sod became overgrown with weeds. By L978 the t imbers of the beds
began to rot .  This past year (1980) we started to revj- ta l ize t iee garden.
A plan was presented by Ray Marsha11, now (1981) president.  The bed on
the northeast s ide was lowered. A perennial  bed was desi-gned for that
area and for the area along the fence on the 19th Street s ide.  A l is t
of  perennials for  our members to donate was compi led.  Again the muscle
men from our c lub leveled and prepared the beds for plant ing as designed.
A considerable amount of  p lant mater ia l  was received and planted. The
var ietJ-es,  however,  were somewhat l imi ted. Nevertheless,  wi- th the peren-
nj-als received from members and the annuals contributed by the Park Board
a very pleasing garden resul ted.

I  have been asked i f  the Society for  the Bl ind is gett ing any value from
--- the garden and have been assured that they are. And if  any of you have

been worki-ng at  the garden when persons from the neighborhood have walked
by and commented on how much our work is appreci-ated, you know our efforts
areworthwhi le 

_R _ 
(cont inued.over)



In our Community Garden as in al l  gardens there is rnore to be done. Our
grass is st i l1 overgrown with weeds. More perennials should be added.
The problem with the t i -mbers of  the bed on the south s ide has to be re-
solved. A11 of  th is wi l l  require more work f rom al l  of  our members.  For-
the many years that our club has been in existence we have been involved
1n too few projects in which we have given of  our services in a way that
is of  value to other members of  the community.  We may legi t imately take
pri-de in what we have accomplished, but that is not enough. We must
cont inue to work together to again br ing the garden to an area of  beauty
for al l  to enjoy.

-Nathan S. Siegel

ARE YOU PLANNING AHEAD?

August 22 and.23, 1981, Chi ldren'S Class,  Memberrs Ctass,  Open C1ass,
Grind. Champion, Blackbourn Award, and the Tom Foley Award. ' lVhat do al l
these phrases have in common? Each and everyone has to do with the Men's
Garden Club of  Mi-nneapol is '  1981 Flower and Vegetable Show.

It is only 144 days unti l  the Show at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
and now is the t ime to begin thinking about and planning your garden
around this great event. In order to have the maximum amount of entry
mater ia l ,  2s you make plans for the garden, keep in mind that the show
schedule i -s div ided into three sect ions;  f lowers,  pot ted plants and hang-
ing baskets,  and vegetable entr ies.  As you design your f lower beds, th ink
in terms of  masses of  color in segregated beds, using a wlde var iety of
perennials and annuals.  Study the var ious seed catalogs and pick the
var iet ies to match your color scheme. Try to ut i l ize as many di f ferent
hybr id var iet ies as possible and do not hesi tate to t ry some of the new
introduct ions each year

With the May issue of  the SPRAY, yor l  wi l l  receive a copy of  the 1981 Show
Schedule.  Study this careful ly,  p lan on plant ing some of the species that
you do not present ly have. This is a good idea for both f lowers and veg-
etables.  Purchase at  the May Auct i -on,  mater ia l  that  wi l l  i -ncrease your
number of  Show entr ies.

Eaeh year a Nat ional  Award is given for a part icular meri tor ious grown
f lower and vegetable var iety.  Plan on plant ing and enter ing some mater ia l
in these categor ies.

After your garden is in,  take care of  i t ,  fo l low a fer t i l iz i 'ng and spray-
i -ng schedute,  and i t  wi l l  reward you not only aesthet ical ly where i t  grows
and blooms, but on the show table as wel l .

--Jerry Shannon

P.S. Our goal  cont inues to be greater part ic ipat ion by members.  In
recent years we have had 25 to 30 member-exhibi tors.  This is a
very smal1 percentage of  our membership.  Couldn' t  we bui ld i t  up
to 5O7o? In your planning for th is summer's garden letrs also
include exhibi t ing in the shows.

--Char les Proctor

Now is the t i-me to be alert
a f r iendly invi tat ion br ings
plant ing peas (or uncover ing

for men who ought to
resul ts.  Watch for
roses )  .

6-
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men out in the mud



PLANT PROPAGATION FROM CUTTINGS, Installnent 3

D. Caneron Sni th,  Minneapol is !1GC

Handl ing Of Cutt ings Before St icking

Once severed from their  stock plants cut t i .ngs undergo changes. They cont inue
to l ive.  This is hardly start l ing news but i t  means that stored food is
consumed and waste products are produced. These act iv i tes are the l i fe process
cal led respirat ion.  In th is sense respirat ion is the consurnpt ion of  food and
oxygen and product ion of  earbon dioxide, water and other mater ia ls whi le
producing the energy required to conduct var ious l i fe funct ions.  As a rule-of-
thumb we can expect the rate of  respirat ion to double wi th every 18oF of
temperature r ise.  0f  course the longer cut t ings are held in storage the more
food they consume through respirat ion.

If we were Eo take a hundred leafy cuttings and pack then into an unventilated
plast ic bag they would start  to heat just  as i f  they were f resh grass
cl ippings, compost or s i lage. This heat ing speeds respirat ion.  A cutt ing held
at 40"F. has a low rate of  respirat ion.  At  58" i t  would be twice as fast ,  four
t imes as fast  at  76o, 4t  94o eight t imes as fast  and sixteen t imes faster than
40" at  112"F. High respirat ion rates causing loss of  stored food unnecessar i ly
take energy required for root ing of  cut t ings.  I t  is  desirable to keep cutt ings
cool-  even i f  they are held for  only for  short  t imes.

Whi le respirat , ion produces sma1l quant i t ies of  r^rater,  larger quant i t ies of
water can be lost through leaves and young stems. The amount of such \^tater
losses (known as i ranspirat icn) is reLated to temperatufe,  humi.di ty,  a i r  f low
and t ime. We must keep the cutt ing turgid (not wi l ted) by mininiz ing
transpirat ional  waLer losses. Low temperature,  h igh humidi ty,  modest air  f low
around them and short  storage t imes wi l l  rn in imj"ze water losses.

At th is point  you might be tenpted to plunge your cut t ings into cold l " Iater.
Dontt !  Free water may spread disease organisms which are of ten presenE on even
the heal th iest  looking cutt ings.  More important,  p lants held under water
receive almost no oxygen and cannot dispose of  ethylene and other Eoxic v/astes.
Depriving plant part.s of gas exchange for more than an hour can be danagi.ng or
fatal  to them.

We now can plan to handle cut t ings for  best root ing:

o col lect  and prornpt ly cool  wi thouL giv ing then temperature change shocks,
o maint .a in Lhem in a moist ,  f resh atmosphere,
r  do noL hold them longer than real ly necessary.

Weather,  p lant  development and product ion schedules can force commercial
nurserymen to hold unrooted cutt ings for  months.  Even Eender mater ia l  l ike
geranium can be held wi th extreme care being given to detai ls.  Extra
precaut ions include treat ing cutt ings wi th ant i .b iot ies,  to combat bacter ia l
roE, and fungic ides. Within the last  f ive years storage in low pressure/ low
temperature chambers has proven a pract ical  way to remove toxic products of
respi . raEion whi le lowering respirat i .on rates.



THERE' S NOTHIN

Thepastthir tyyears. te l l^aninterest ingstoryabouttheact iv i t iesand
achievements ; ' t  t ; ; - I ren,s c"roe"-c1ub of"Houston. r ts annual  Spr ing and

Fal lFlowerShowsarethetalkof thetown.I theldaSuccessfulCamel l ia.
Showwhichat ' t tactedvis i torsfromal loverTexasandLouis iana.I tpart i -
c ipated in two nat ional  f tower shows and co-sponsored a number of  f lower

shows with the c i ty of  Houston, the Houston chamber of  commerce'  local  gar-

den clubs, f lor ists and nurserymen. I t  act ively supported movements to

to help preserve the beauty of  the Buffalo Bayou banks, the Big Thicket '
the Grand canyon of  colorado and the Redwood Trees of  cal i fornia '  Members

of the Men's Garden Club of  i louston were the f i rst  to promote the idea of

an Arboretum and took out a charter for  the Houston Botanlcal  Garden'  Ar-

boretum which was reorgani"ea "naer 
the new name Memorial  Park Arboretum'

Our Club engaged in a var iety of  projects such as landscaping the Chapel

grounds of  th!  Burnett-Baytand Home ior 1i t t1e homeless gir ls '  the furnish-

ing of  p lants and bulbs to the veterans Hospi ta l  for  their  grounds and

f l5wers- for  their  Pat ients" '
-The YARDNER, Houston Texas MGC November 1980

As a weed species,  man destroys what competes wi th him and his agr icul ture
and. his l ivestock,  h is fowls and sheep and catt le.  And in new country top
many people have the front ier  not ion,  which was once mine, t lnat  anything *
wfr i th-moves is a legi t imate target.  Any earnivore,  large or smal l ,  is  coR-
monly thought of  as the enemy, and i ts extermj-nat ion is held to 'be v i r tuot fs.

-n,  
- -  - - -  -__-" '  

- -Wa1lacd. Stegner ' l
- -o

Return to
TIIE GARDEN SPRAY Of MGCM, INC.
ff i ,  Editor
5315 Port laud Avenue
Minneapol j-s, Minnesota 554L7
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MEN'S GARDEN CLUB OF MINNEAPOLIS, INC.

CLUB OFFICER.S:
President: RAYMOND D. MARSHALL
6809 Balsam Lane N.,  Maple Grove, 55369
Vice Presldent: - DONAL O'DOI'INELL
5605 Melody Lake Dr. ,  Edina, 55436
Secretary: JEROLD R. SIIANNON
L847 Eleanor Ave.,  St .  Pau1, 55116
Treasurer: GEORGE H. MeCOLLOUGH
8812 Tretbough Dr. ,  Bloomington, 55431
Past President: ARCEIE CAPLE
722L -  15 Ave. S.,  Richf ie ld,  55423
Director: IGNT CANINE
72Og Thomas Ave. S.,  Richf ie ld,  55423
Director: CHET H. GROGER
6836 Creston Road, Edi-na 55435
Director:  GARY J.  MAGRUM
9532 Oakland Ave. S.,  Bloomington, 55420
Di-rector:  PHILIP M. PETERSON
6529 Knox Ave. S.,  Riehf ie ld 55423
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