
*.=t*::*

DONI T TOUCH YOUR I,AWN --

BULLETIN OF THE MEf{ 'S GARDEN CLUB OF MINNEAPOLIS.

7

lfealca--tilut qaa&a eL4h a/ 4ncntu.fifi.& 9bf. Aoia&nl So&J+

Aprl1 t984, Volume 42, Numben 4

Untll- you hear what Jack Kolb has to say about taklng care of 1t at the
Aprl1 lgth MGCM meetlng, He says that wlth thls spnlngt s late snow' you
could seniously damage the tunf l f  you get on, l t  too eanly.  Jack,  an
MGCM mernber, rea11y knows what het s taLklng about. Het s an agronomy
graduate of the Universlty of Mlnnesota who spent a few yeans wlth the
fono Cornpany and then became a greenskeeper. When he found out the people
who sold hlm turf  suppl les couldntt  answen hls quest lons he got lnto the
buslness hlmseLf.  In-addl t lon to seJ.1lng turf  suppl- les he aLso orga.nlzes
and runs semlnars for  tur f  professlonaLs. At oun meet lng her Ll  be taLklng
about cleanLng up, mowing, fertl l lzlng and waterlng your Lawn properly.

Our delegates,  Just  baek fnom the MGCA convent lon ln Mobl le '  Alabama,
should hive s io i tes to te l - l .  Theyt 11 l -ook for you at  table at  the
Lake llanrlet Untted Methodlst Church,. 49th Street at Chowen Avenue South,
e i ; rq;-rruio"v 

-venlng 

Apr11 loth.  (ornner $5.oo, as usual) .

Br lng something for Show and Tel l  and some change' to buy raf f le t lckets.
Above al l

DON' T FAIL TO RETIIRN YOIJR RESERsIATION CARDPROMPTLYT t

COMING TTIESDAY
No

MAY 15 (nrre 3nd Tuesday) ANNUAL PTANT AucrIoN
detal ls aval lable at  press t lme.

A GENTI,E REMII{DER

One of the very speclal events on our 1984 calendar 1s the Flower and
VJu"t"Ofe S66il fnfs event wlL1 be heLd on the Satunday and Sunday weekend
oi"August L$th and l-gth. It wlLL be held at the Anboretum and ls a Fun
Get-Together.

Wlth sprlng rapldLy appnoachlng, each of us ls already pLa-nnlne f'l| array
of vegltablesr' fLoileri ind pl-antb for the comtng -season. We know that you
trave i secret love affalr: i^rftfr one or several of these llttLe frlends.
you feed, wa.ten, docton them and coax them tnto bloomlng 1nt9 aLL- thelr

;i;"V arit splendon. Then, what do you do when theytve worked so hand to

i feaie you? You keep them hldden so that no one eLse ean enJoy them.
Thls ls no to treat your speclal Lttt1e {nl-enqg.

Here ls what we'arould 11ke you to do wlth these speclal  favor l tes.  Thls
summer,  ygur favor l te P€&r bean, tOmatO, cuCumber,  SgUaSh Or any Other
vJgeta6fb or f ru l t  who'Ll3tens to and obeys.Vgu must be glven the noyal
trEatment. The sarne love and tneatment must be glven to youn favorLte
plants and flowers. falk to them, pet them at:d prescrlbe for thelr

(  over )



al lmeir ts and accede to thelr  every wlsh.  In your discussLons wlth each
of your favor i tes,  lnslst  th?t . th"e:r  must be ln fu1l  spLendor on the thl rd
weekend of  August.  Kerep lnslst lng.

Why? Because you are golng to brLng your lovely favonl tes out to the
A::Loretum and iet  the iest  of  us become aequalnted with thern.  Some of
those same treaut ies may even take home a r ibbon to show then our appre-
clat ion of  thein splenhor.  Tlre Show Commlt tee w111 be contact lng each
oi  Vou by phone to make certaln that  th ls year you w111 1et al- l  of  us
meet your secret  lovers.

Remernber.  the phl losophy of  the Menr s Garden Clubs of  Anentca ls "God
fairrs- to 'us i i r lougi l  the" f lowers and plants.  r f  For Petet  s sake, ?r ln$
your f r lendly plants,  f lovrers and vegetablgs oui  to the show and let  the
rest  of  us ta lk to them.

-- Your Flower and Vegetable Show Cornmlttee

OF I{ICE AND GARDENERS

The "Book" says a ga.rdener should not mulch perennlal  bulbs ln the -gar<len
unt i l  the ground freezes. Thls has created a problem for th ls gardener
in about ht l f  of  the past years.  I f  we get an ear ly soot{ . r  as we dld th ls
year,  the sol1 a.round the bulbs may never f reeze, At least  t  Lt  may not
freeze unt l1 mld-wlnter.  In the meant ime, the suspected culpr l t  mice are
free to tunnel  under the snow and mulch l f  l t  was put down too ear ly.
Legend has l t  that  they can enjoy hearty meals f rom the unsuspect lng bulbs.

Thts year,  we had two slzeable snow storrns on et ther s lde of  Thanksglv lng.
The comblned total  of  some 1B'r  of  snow seemed to have no lntent lon of  - . - -
leavi-ng a.nd on Deeember 2nd, the sol l  1n the unmulched 111y and l r ls  bed
was as sof t  and molst  as af ter  a spr lng raln.  I  dut l fu l ly  shoveled and
brushed of f  the foot or more of  set t led snow and lef t  the ground ba.re for
tlre expected below ze?o temperature that. night. Thq followlng mornlng,
the grbund was l rozen to a depth of  l -1/2 lnches and I  then mulched the
a.rea wlth oak leaves saved for ttrat purpose. The snow wa.s then returned
to i ts place atop the leaves,

I have been rloing tlr ls as required for many years but I have often wondered
i f  the mice would be as destruet lve a,s reported. I  somet lmes f lnd tunnels
under the leaves ln the spr ing whlch I  must at t r lbute to the wl1y rnouse.
iut ,  am I  wast lng my t lme 1n being so concerned about thelr  presence? I f
a.ny of you fe11ow glrdenens have ever eome face to face wlth a nouse in
tnb UufL garclen, or have suffered known dama,ge from sa.ld mouse' please
respond fi tne Spney. It may be that I can elfunlnate thls concern and slt
ny the f l re and dream of somethlng besldes miee. --  Chet Groger

Gardenlne in Mlnnetonka reponts, ttFew people would belleve that on March 3#-m' 'snowfa11)beetsandcarrotsascr1spandgood
tone qay aneal
(or enffnn) tha.n from the flnest superma.rrket were dug from a Lake Mlnne-
tonka garden--wlth plctures to pnove ltt Thls wouldntt be true ln EVERY
Mlnnesota garden, but lt happened at RoLlle Masklt sr wlth two other Iake
Mlnnetonka Menr s Garden Club members there to enJoy thls verT speclal
event. True, Mlnnesota Wlnter t 84 has brought l l tt le but unfavorabLe
publ ie i t t i ,  but  l t  rea11y has been a beaut l fu l  wlnter of  cLean, whl te
Lea.uty.  And beeause of  the l i t t le amount of  f rost  ln the ground--and the
wlntert s tota.l BO-1ncfr blanket of snowfall whlch provlded steady 1nsu1a-
t ion,  l t  was posslble for  vegetables to survlve even through Januaryt  s too
great abundance of  eold--Just  as they used to do ln a root ee11ar.  So---
Just  when the seed catalogues are gett lng a thorough golng-over for  th ls
yeart s vegetabLes for PLAMING, Roll le ls DIGGING up the beautles that
resul ted f rom last  yeart  st  r r  
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TERRACE TALK

Yesterday I  had the most del ight fu l  and educat ional
morning. I  at tended the special  interest  group
meet ing on gardening under l ights at  Chet Grogers '
house. We discussed methods and thoughts by
different club members who were growing under
l ights --  soi l  mixes, fer t i l izers,  l ights spacing,
resul ts,  etc.  etc.

Having seen the interest-created by the group, I
strongly encourage al l  of  the di f ferent special
groups to get together. Some groups have a chair-
man some do not. If someone (you) from each

'"<

cal l  a meet ing,  even i f  no
a chairman at  the meet ing).
needs is a home to meet and
this works out.

The responsibi l i ty  need not be on chairmen only.  Al l  i t
d iscuss a subject .  I t  is  amazing how a group rneet ing l ike

I  wi l l  br ing the l is ts to the next meet ing and i f  someone wants to io in a group and is
not a ' l ready on a l is t  he can sign up at  that  t ime. I f  you not ice a chairman missing and
you wou' la i i fe to volunteer at  ihat ' t ime -  great.  Let  me know and I  wi l l  t ry to get the
part iculars of  special  interest  group meet ings in the SPRAY'--  t ime and p1ace.

Next week I  wi l l  be leaving for a tour of  the south and wi l : l  take in the Nat ional
Convent ion at  Mobi le.  I  wi l l  report  back to the c lub on the goings on at  the convent ion
at the next meet ing.  I  am ant ic ipat ing a wonderful  t ime.

I  have talked to some of the commit tee chair-people re]at ive to their  programs. I  wi l l
be gett ing in touch with the rest  of  you short ly.  Obv' iously each commit tee wi l l  know
the proper t ime to hold a meet ing.  I f  I  can be of  any assistance to the commit tees,
please advise

I  am advised by the Fragrance Garden Commit tee that they wi l l  need more he' lp than those
already signed up. Anyone desir ing to add their  name to that  comm'i t tee is encouraged to
do so. Anyone not serving on a commit tee now (new members or old members) i f  you have
any incl inat ion to do so please advise and we wj l l  add your names. The names as s ' igned
up now are in the f ront pages of  the roster.

Looking out the window of the of f ice today (my gardening has had to take second p' lace
becausi  of  a heavy work load) I  st i l l  see snow. I  d ' id get up ear ly th is morning and
transp' lanted a few co' le crop vegetable seedl ings,  gett ing them ready for later t rans-
plant ing to the garden (as soon as the weather warms a l i t t ' le) .  The greenhouse is
ful l ,  and under l ights is fu l l ,  the weather is cold so I  can' t  set  the plants out --
I  may be in t rouble.

' -  See you at  the next meet ing,  unt i l  then good gardening.

Russel l  Smith
3- 19-84

/ ,?4t+^,,,"^ group would however take it upon themselves to
chairman exists, I  th ink each group could meet and learn.(Rppoint

-3-



EDITOR' S RAMBLINGS

HOUSTONTS The YARDNER notesttAwards Chalrman, George Gnlfno, of the Fal1
Show wlshes to thank the membens who donated theln old rlbbons to the show:^
and asks that any member who doesntt want thelr rlbbons they have on hand,
to brlng them to the next meettng.lf I&CMI s Vern Car"lson supports us the
same way. When oun show commlttee ran shont of rlbbons last falL I am told
Venn dug up over 4OO rlbbons fnom hls coileetlon for thelr use. How long
wtl1 lt take to w1n them all back, Vern?

In the Bame lssue the edltor commentsrfrover a perlod of a year or so ltve
r"ead sevenaL artlcLes concennlng the hybrldlzlng of vegetables to lmpnove
them but ln dolng so the vegetable has lost on ehanged 1ts onlglnaL taste.
For: one of these vegetables, the stnlng bean on stnlngless bean' I tend to
agree. It does seem the orlg1na1 bean has Lost 1ts fLavon or some of 1t
at  Least.  t l

He contlnued by recommendlng Bunpeet s plnto bean as one stlLL possessed of
flavon. Thls bnought back mernor"les f,nom the eanLy fortles and the govern-
ment glve-aways. At Sanford Junlor Hlgh School we necelved a shlpment of
#10 eans of baked plnto bea.ns--more than our: cafeterla eould posslbly use
ln sevenal  yea?s. I  1 lked the taste;  the k lds dldntt  so they dldntt  move
we11. Consequent l -y,  the cans whlch had been stoned 1n an unexcevated base-
nent area rusted out before we eould use up the beans.

Thoughtr Flavor and aroma of f lowers, frult, vegetables wouLd make an
exeel lent  meet lng dlscusglon.

ENDOWMENT AND INVESTMENT FUND

The MGCA E and I FUIID of whleh Sherm Plnkham was Ein ardent exponent and
devoted custodlan was forrned.several  years ago and has gnown to over
$f55,OOO. The lnterest  earned fnom thts fund may be glven to IWCA 1f
needed, however the pnlnclpal  of  the fund cannot be touched. I f  the fund
gets blg enough, Nat lonal  dues could be redueed or even e11mlnated. The
E & I Fund recelves 1ts money from Llfe Membershlps, glfts, memorlals,
and bequests.  You can make a tax deduct lb le gl f t  to the fund or leave a
bequest 1n your wlLl .  I t  ls  a worthwhl le cause and w111 perpetuate lnter-
est  ln gardenlng for future generat lons.

OTHER CLUBS

The NITE CRAWLER of the Spokane Washlngton club reponts: rfclen Ives keeps
hls weeds down by coverlng the ground between the rows wlth several- layers
of newspaper wlth the funnles down for" the angleworms. He covers them
wlth several lnches of-iiiffi-TfTffings and notovates everlythlng under at
seasons end ' . .  John Stainer favors hls back by seooplng up plne cones
wlth a gal lon can nal led to a.  bnoom st lck. t t

GRIEN SPROUTS (Watctrung H111s, N.J.) reports: ttThe Executlve Commlttee
has authonlzed the payment of $340 fnom oun EducatlonaL Fund. The money
ls belng glven to ar"ea publle Llbrarles for the purchase of mueh-needed
hort lcul tural  books. The club expeets to cont lnue maklng grants next
year to further the general lnterest ln hortlculture. Recommendatlons
from members are encourag€d.tr

W ana is i t  hard.y.here? "Li lg qf  ,Jhe-. i la l leY j l t igh'

f f iavar.var iegata)amemberofthei{eathFamiIy?
i  sa" a pi tbto of  i t  in a book and pant for  i t .  Can anyone help?

-8i11 HuI l
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