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to gardens in Shakopee, Edina and other
sout.h meLropol i  tan area.

Send reservat, ions and checks to

RESERVATIONS I4UST BE RECEIVED

wil l  be served at  Walt  and i" le lba
Street,  Edina..

Russ Srni th on the tear-of f  sheeL below.

NO LATER THAi{  THURSDAY. AUGUST 7TH.

Fo I  lowing t .he tour ,  a
Gustafson's.  3812 West

supper
57rh

Cost:  $5.00 per person for Lour and dinner,

tfea,lta+--lfeat qa4da- ebna, a/ Aac,zlca.fifrsa*lp SL.tz Sac/.J+
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AUGUST l0rh,  1986

Wives, sweethearts,  and guesLs are welcome.

Buses wi l l  leave
49t]n Street and
August l0th.

The tour wi l l  be
locat ions in t .he

from the Lake Harr iet  Uni ted
Chowen Avenue South.  at  1:30

l lethodist  Church,
P.M. on Sunday,

THE MEN'S GARDEI' I  CLUB SUNDAY AFTERNOON TOUR

Please reserve

Enclosed is my check for $
Make ehecks payable

places on the tour bus for me and my guests.

($5.00 per.  person).
to i'lcCt'l

S igned :

Names of

L.

2.

4.

Send To:

Rus s Smi t .h
1610 Holdr idge Terrace
WayzaLa, Mi{  55391

Phone z 475-1878

Gues ts :



BIG BOB'S CORNER

August,  lhe month of  harvest ing many of  our crops from
our garden; t .he t ime of  year when mosL of  Lhe f  lowers
we planted are in fu l l  b loom. I t  is  Lhe t ime of  t .he
year when we should al l  get  oul  inLo our gardens and
Lake a good look at  what f lowers we can cuL and what
vegeLables we can harvest.  to br ins to the annual  F1ovegeLables we can harvest.  to br ing to the annual  FlowerIo

and Vegetable Show. Andy Marlow, our show chairperson, and his commit .Lee
have been working hard to make this a show of shows. Remember:  I f  you
need_help in seJect ing f lowers for  the show Cal l  } le or anyone in
the Club who exhibi ts.  I  am sure that t .hey wi l l  g ive you a hel i ing hand.
The date of  the show is August 15th and l7th.  The place is the- i" l innesot,a
Landscape-Arboretum. Let 's t ry for  f00% part ic ipat ion in th is year 's
Flower and Vegetable Show. One bloom from each member would rebl ly make
t,his a big show.

During the past s ix months there has been a lot  of  act iv i ty gor- i tg on in
the Club. This act iv i ty was t .o help support  the 1988 Convent ionl  We
have gat.hered approximat.ely $f500.00 for t i re convent ion fund, which
amounts Lo about $12.00 per person. Our goal  was to make as much money
as poqsible t .o help reduce our c lub member registraLion expenses. But,
in order for  us to reduce this cost  l re need your help.  Yes, we are i .n
need of  ideas anci  gent lemen to help puL them over.  Dur ing the next meet-
ings v/e wl l l  be hear ing more about the l98B t lat ional  Convent ibn.  I ,Je wi l l
be looking forward for those ideas you have Lo reduce our cost  and we
wi l l  be looking for gent lemen Lo work to help puL them over.

T+ I  
^ ^. :  ^-  tr  L b br-6u up L. ime f  or  a l l  of  us to j  o in a commiLt 'ee f  or  the 1988 i i lat ional

Convent ion.  I ,Je are in need of  workers and chairpersons to head uD the
cornmit . tees.  Think about i t .  What better ruay is ' there to supporL your
organizat ion ?

What v i i l l  the Tour commiLt.ee do for an encore,  f  or  t .he Augusl  t ,our wi th
t ,he ladies.  The Jqly tour r{as an excel lent  one. The gardens were greaE
and r , re had a lot  of  fun.  The chicken dinner was very [ood. Thank you.

i ' Iake sure t .hat .  you get your reservat ion in ear ly for  Lhe August tour.
Knowing the Tour commiLtee, they wi l l  make t .h is AugusL tour the tour
of  tours.

TIP OF THE }' IOI.ITH:
Support  the Flower and Vegetable show.

Need help in select ing a f lower cal

Too far to t ravel? Br ing your f lowers
s LaLion.

Br ing a f lower

I  one of  the old

and vegetables

or two to the show.

exhibi tors for  help.

F^ 
^ 

Jpnn nFF
LU A Ltrvy v! !

Mark your calendar for  both the bus tour and the Flower and Vegetable
ShOW. LET'S MAKE BOTH EVENTS A BIG HIT. SEE YA THERE

I.iE WELCO}'iE AS NEI.J MEI.4BERS

Ton Beach
1.133 St. .  Clair

St.  .  Paul ,  MN

222-897 2
Ave.

55105
Rober!  Stepan

78LL -  44 Ave.
New l{ope, i . lN

James Sauslgen
92A0 -  401-Ave. N.
New Hope, i ' IN 55427

537 -332L
i t .
55428
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July F{GCM Tour Yisits 5 lvlember Gardens

-reviewetl by Andy Marloc/

About forty MGCM members and their guests speliTuesday eveaiog' July 8,
visiting nenbers gardens in the nortb aod aorthvest suburbs. They gathered at
Yebber Park ia the Candeo area of Minneapolis and, fortified by fried chicken aad all
the firiogs, set out in an air cooditiooed Robiason Coach for the tour. Tour como"ittee
chairmen Bob Olson aod Russ Smith had done their honework -- arraaging a tour of
yery representative gardens. Tbey also passed out a pritrted description of each garden,
telling a bit about each gardener, too. Your reportor is borrowing freely from the
haodout for this story,

Gene Ackland is a relatively nev nenber, but obviously trot a oev gardener. His home
in Plymouth is four years old, as are his gerdeas. Since his homesite is largely clay,
Gene had some of it hauled avay aad replaced vitb a peaVsand n'ixture, This year aloae
ho broughtin 50 yards ofaev soil, peatand sand. Good soil preparatioa has paid off.
Pereonials plaated the first year are oov large enough !o be divided to populate a sev
gardea oa the southeast coraer of the property,

The origiaal garden is in the aortheast coraer. The center of the nulti-level plot is used
priroarily for vegetables aod plnntings of raspberries and sone of the nev Miooesota
varieties of blueberries. These are sumounded by perenrials. There's also aa asparagus
patch oear ttre back of tbe garden, Aad hollyhocks, a bieanial that seeds itself easily,
stood high above the rest of the plaatings. 0a a lover level at the back of the plot is
Ceoe's vort arer and compost pile.

The northeast bed flovs snoothly iato the backyard's cetrter bed, also heavily planted
with pereaniats -- various riaisies, fium's, and ot&ers. Finaiiy ve cartre to the nev garden
in the southeast coroer, planted vith sone oev nat€rials (itcludiag dahlias) and vith
divisions fron the existiog beds.

Flovers aod shrubs liferally sumouad the house, too. A couple of note vere: a tall,
spi-key vhite flovered plaat called "obedieol plant" because its flovers vill stay
vhichever vay they are bent; aad a spectacular tovef geraoium vith bright red
blossons aod variegaled leaves perched on the froat porch, The shrub plaatiags are
oeatly mulched with red lava roc&. Eveo the fire hydraat, oa Lhe property line, is
mulched hatf vith ttre red rock aod half vith the neighbor's brovn limesioae.

Duaae Regnolds is MGCM Secretary. Duane saved a lot of time he vould have spen[
answering questioos by having labels for oearly every plaot. It vas especialiy belpful
for lity faociers lo idestify sone of the 30varieties he has plaoted in the froot yard of
his Nev Hope hone, Also in the frost, succuieois cascade dovq the slope from the froot
porch [o tbe drive vay. Across tbe drive is a large dahlia bed vhich vas jusf about to
begia blooming.

0a the vay to the backyard, visitor: passed the bed of oioature roses 0o the south side of
the garage -- also neatly labeled for easy indeatificafion. 1o the bact are a series of sir
heragonal raised beds, about 20' feet in diameter, In one are Duaae's prize-vioning
gl;ulious, vbich vere not yet ready to bloom. Anothpr vas filled completpiy vith
stravberies. The rernaiaiag four ere devoted iargely to vegetables. Dua.ne has tvice
replated beaas this year. The local rabbits, one of vhich ve say it a neighbor's
backyard, have been helpiag thenselves generously tn entire plaats.

Aloog t&e fence on the north side of the backyard is the grape area. Mony different
varieties, iocluding the popular Edelveiss aad Caadaoce, are groviog bere. Dvarf apple
trees provide a little shade fron the grapes on hot sunroer days. Rhododeadroa.s aad
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ilzeless *re plaoted dong the back vsll of the house vith a porky petunia border. They
gardually blend into a minafure juagle of hostas, ferns, vildflovers aod other
shade-loviag plants under the second s!0ry deck.

l{erb Nebv and his wife, Carol, are plaot collectors. They have one of everything a
person cao grov. Some self-proclaimed exper6 say ve should mass planL one color or
variety to avoid a cluttered look, br.lt if the Neby's place is cluttered, more should use
their approach. 0f particular beauty are the rock garden two beds Lhat slope down
tovard the driveway into the tuck-under garage on the south side of the house. The
rock gardea plants are set off by the lururious foliage and spectaular flovers of tbe
maoy hibiscus plants.

The entire north side of tie bouse is lioed oa lwo levels vith potted plants. These and
the hibiscus spend the wister indoors, of course, under a huge baak of lights Herb has
iastalled ia the basement. Not, potted, but in the grouod at this location, vere tlro
iuberous begonias vith very dark red, deeply frioged blossoms. Llsfortunately Herb
could ool recall t-he aame for those vho vaaLed a similar specineo.

Herb also collects trees. From a berutiful young pio oak in the froat to a^n almost-boneai
ginko in the back coraer of the back yard, trees are everyvhere. The giako, according
to llerb, has been nearly everyvhere, too. IIe's noved itabout 15 times, trying to fiad
just the right spot. Nov it looks like one of those knady, but picturesque specinens 0o. a
rocky outcropping ovedooking I ake Superior.

Phil Smith has recently moved from a condominium t0 to an older home atop oae of the
hills in the corth Tyrol Hills sectioa of Golden Valley. The steep hillsides provide a
fantastic viev, but are not so suitable for gardeniag. The slope originally came with a
few feet of the front door, but vith lots of vork, landscape timbers, split limestoae, fill, a
oev bobcat and some desiga help fron Roger Koopmans, that's changed.

As visitors ascend from the drivevay on the brick aad timber stairs: tbey come first b a
patio, ideal for louaging and rela.riag, The oert t€race up is filled with a collectioa of
hostas. A few more steps up is a bed of evergreens -- primarily yevs and juniper that
came tate the shade from the large, mature trees tbat surround the property. Finally,
the upper level has a large semi-circuiar patio bordered vith beds of alyssum, fibrous
begonias aad arborvitae . It's a fornal, but iaviting entraace area i0 the house. Aoother
step or so up is a grassy area vitl flower beds on either side, just beyood ooe of vhi.ch is
a 20' drop straight dovn the hill.

York is still in progress at Phil's, Timberiag is started up lhe hilside in the back, and
Phil promises he'll fiod a spot zunay eaough to begin groving his fanous delphiniums
agaia.

Hal Mclatvre's major gardeaing interest is tulips. He grovs about 708 of lhem at his
sout! Tryol Hills hone ia Goldea Valley. He really got interested about tlree years ago
and has added new bulbs each year. ile has patt€rned his garden beds after the Eaglish
Gradens he sav at lls.nptoa Court ilr Eaglaad -- that is, neticulously maiclained virh
vith between each of the beds.

Tulips, though, last only a short tine each groving seasos, so Hai has tales to groving
anauals from seed t0 fill t"he four tulip beds vhen the blooms are gone. Much of his
kaowledge has come from reading and from erchan giag ioformation with other
members of the club. This year he evea grew an eotire bed of geraaiums from seed, a
job that maoy a more erperienced gardener vould be reluctaat to taks oo, In addition to
the geraniurne, he also is growing marigolds, ziaas, vhite petuaias, dusty niller,
ageratun, coleus,vinca and dianthus.

I[ vas groving dark as a fev of us nibbled the raspberries in Hal's backyard, They are
the purplke colored "Ileritage" Variety that bear nov and in the fall, too. A delicious
bite or two brought to ao ead a delightful and vell timed MGCM tour.

-4



Start ing Over

Renovat ing The Landscape

Phi l  Smith

Fbr th.e t .h i rd t ime in my gardening 1i fe,  I  have "started
over" in renovat ing and reconstruct ing the landscape fol lowing a
move to a new home.

A year and one-hal f  ago, my lovely wi fe wanda and r  bought a
50 year old home in Tyrol  Hi l ls  in Golden valrey.  we had enjoyed
gardening at  our previous townhouse, but yearned to have the
space and f lexibi l i ty  of  a larger garden and landscape.

The home lve found and purchased in Tyrol  Hi l ls  was bui l t  in
1939 and v/e bought i t  f rom the widow of the or ig inal  bui lder.  I t
has required exlension updat ing of  the inter ior ,  as wer l  as the
exter ior .

we have about L z/q acres just  3 L/2 mi les f rom downtown
Minneapol is,  a large port ion of  which is semi-wi ld wi th larqe oak
and everqreen trees.

As can happen in 50 years,  the landscape was much over grown
and near jungle in some areas. Many weed type trees (box elder,
sumac, cot tonwood) had volunteered, growing i -n such places as
near the foundat ion,  s idewalk and dr iveway.

we have embarked on a complete renovat ion and are now more
than hal f  way f in ished with our new landscape pIan. rn another
yearr  w€ should have a v i r tual ly complete remake of  the land-
scape, wi th several  new garden areas.

The edi tor  asked me to record my thoughts on "start ing
over",  wi th the idea that the comments might be useful  to others
contemplat ing such a project .  I  do bel ieve there are some basic
guidel  ines.

First  of  arr ,  get  a good pran, preferably designed by a pro-
fessional .  Few of us are good landscape designers,  ar though we
may be good gardeners.  we have several  professionals in our
club, and one of  the best must be Roy Koopmans of  Far ibaurt .
Most designers wi l l  do a detai led plan for a reasonable fee,
whether or not their  company is hired to do the work.

one wi l l  f ind that  a good design can be useful  for  years to
come and executed over a few years,  i f  necessary.  r t  is  qui te
helpful  to have the overal l  v iew and broad perspect. ive provided
in a o1an,

Secondly,  be courageous. Do not hesi tate to remove over-
grown shrubs and trees or even t .hose in the wrong place. A nice
blue spruce of  6 to 10 feet is beaut i fu l  for  several  years,  but
in 50 years may be 50 feet t ,a l l  and cover a 30 foot diameter.

-2
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Fif ty (50) years is hard
also changes plant mater ia ls.

on bui ld ings and people,  and i t

Many people seem to feel  that  removal  of  an otherwise nice
tree is unthinkable,  even though i t  may be very poor ly located.
Take i t  out !  we removed a large oak which was a beaut i fu l  t ree,
but was located within the dr iveway and was hard to avoid when
backing out of  the garage. The previous owners had tolerated i t ,
for  near ly 50 years,  and our neighbors were "surpr ised" to see i t
cut .

Be creat ive.  when renovat ing,  i t  is  easy to incorporate new
garden structures,  such as walkways, terraces, decks, retaining
wal ls,  t re l l ises,  gazebos, etc.

At our home, there were extensive stone retaini .ng wal ls
which also were badty deter iorated. we had a plan for replacing
such stone wal ls wi th t reated t imbers and salvaging the useable
old stone for a ne!$r large retaining walr  to great ly extend and
enlarge our f ront  garden area.

However '  i t  involved the movement of  many tons of  stone and
some 200 cubic yards of  earth or f i l1.  A couple of  contractor
est imates indicated a big cost  ($20,000 plus,  wi thout plant ing),
so I  decided to buy a used skid steer f rontend loader and do the
job mysel f .  r  found the "Bobcat"  type machine to be very useful
and fair ly easy to learn Lo operate.  Arsor w€ could do Lrre job
at our own convenience. The machine bucket 'holds about 5
wheelbarrow loads of  mater ia l  and is extremely maneuverable.
However,  they are qui te dangerous to use and'  one should do so
only wi th great caut ion"

When renovat ing,  one also has the advantage of  adapt ing a
landscape to oners special  p lant  interests.  r t  is  much easier,
when renovat ing,  to create required condi t ions,  such as sun or
shade areas, good drainage, space for a greenhouse, smal1 nur-
sery,  rock garden, compost area, storage shed, etc.

Don' t  be in a hurry.  Renovat ion can be cost ly and
major changes. But,  i t  doesn' l  a l l  have to be done this
Doing the project  over a 2 or 3 year per iod makes a lot

i  nvolve
year.

of  sense.

Also,  consider changes in elevat ion.  Even a one t imber or 6
inch elevat ion of  a plant ing area has a nice ef fect .  Twelve
inches completely changes the picture,  and 18 inches does wonders
for Ehe back when working the area. Changes in grade or eleva-
t ion can make nice landscape features,

Final ly,  i t  is  good to be cognizant of  the longer term
aspect of  the landscape. When renovat ing,  one can have some
areas developed for immediate plant ing and use, but st i l l  f i t
lhem in the overal l  scheme of the f in ished plan. Think of  the
useful  l i fe of  the reconstruct , ion and measure the ef for t  and
costs,  again the longer term.

But,  most important,  be courageous



,^a .  . "  gR+gs_fELEcTrON FOR THE HOt, iE LAr^/N
(Ohio State U wirh Jack Kolb)

I t  is  important.  Lo select  a grass adapted to the area and t .o the intended
management level .  The cheapest seed is l ikely to be the mosL expensive
and least  sat isfacLgty over the years,  but  buying expensive seed does not
guarant,ee good resul  ts .

ighest qual i ty lawn
Lolerant and may be

are avai lable.  Penn-
rvhere ryegrass is

t  Kentucky bluegrass
th Kentucky bluegrass
should not.  be more

4 seeding of  e l i te Kentucky bluegrasses gives t .he h
in fu l l  sun in l4 innesota.  Red fescue is-more shade
mixed with bluegrass in shaded Lurf  areas.

Several  new turf  type perenniel  ryegrass var iet ies
f  ine and Delray are t ,wo var iet , ies w[ ich may be used
needed-.  They wi l l  not  provide the qual i ty lawn tha
wi l l ,  horvever.  Perennial  ryegrass niry be'  seeded wi
Lo pr9r1id9_more 5apid estabi i lhment.  'The 

ryegrass
than f  0-15% of the mixture f  or  best resulu.s.

Bentgrass maint ,enance is so expensive and t ime consuming that benLgrass
is 49L recommended for home lawns. Bentgrass is considEred a weed"in a
bluf f iass lawn. I t  should never be incl lded as part  of  a seed. mlxture.

IL is extremely i rnporL-.1t ,  no matter which grass is seeded, to use clean,
vreed-free seed with a high percent germinat lon.  By larv,  r i f  seed sold in
l" l innesota must.be correct ly- tabeled. The label  provides speci f ic  infor-
mat ion concerning the seeci  contained in the packige and shiuld be st .udied
because there are var iat ions in-qual i ty seed. I t " is  possible to obtain
seed free of  unwant.ed grasses i f 'Lhe buyer is persist lnE and wi l l ing to
pay a prenium pr ice

Table 1 gives informaLion concerning grasses and mixtures,  their  poten-
t ia l  qual i t 'y ,  and their  management ie{uirements.  Grasses vrhich 

"ake 
Lhe

best lawns, neeci  the rnost caie and should not be planLed 
"nf""r ; ; ;p" tmanagement is intended.

Table 1.  SELECTED LAI{N GRASSES

Grass or ) i ix ture /" Dy
We igh t

Qual i ty Sun or
of  Lawn Shade

Care and
Cost of

Upkeep

(oaJ n6r
r , - r

1000 sq.
t*
!L.

Variet ies or Blends 100
of Kentucky Bluegrass

Excel lent  Sun

Good Shade

Average to L-2.5 lb.
Above Averase

Kent.ucky Bluegrass
Red Fescue

Red Fescue

40-50
50-60

100

Average 2-4 lb.

Fair Shade Belovr Average 3-5 lb.

I {OTE: Red fescue alone or in mixture wi th Kentucky bluegrass may also
be used for lorv maint ,enance lawns in sunny i re.s.

KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS

N1any var ieLies of  Kentucky bluegrass are avai lable for  use on home lawns.
Some of the cornmonly recommended var iet ies and their  character ist . ics are
l isted in Table 2.  A Kentucky bluegrass blend consists of  two or aore
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var iet ies and has a number of  advantases for the home
bluegrass blends rat .her than any single var iety.  At .
-t--t .he var iet ies in the blend should be resistanL to the

Table 2.  KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS VARIETIES STILL SOI ' . {Ei , /HAT

1avrn.  Use Kentucky
Ieast one or-ff i-6f

leafspot diseases.

POPULAR IN MINNESOTA

esistance to
T ^^!l -ccr l  s PU L

( t ' {et t ing 0ut) Srnu t
Weed

Invas ion
Close
Mowing

E
E
E

P
P

E
E
E
E
F
r
I

E
E
E
F

G
E"

E
E
E
F

P
(

Blue

Ade lphi
Baron
Bonnie
U IAUE

l {ewport
Park

[  = Excel lenl , G - Good, [  = Fair , *,trP = Poor

YES. The FLO!'/ER
@ust,  l6th and

RIGHT. You didn

and vEGETABLE sHOl 'J is scheduled for Saturday and sunday
17t.h just  as Bob Churi l la states."- tn his column on page 2.

'L f ind any more aboul  i t  in th ls"  issue of  the SpRAy.

IJHY NOT? Because in a vreek to ten days you wif iTbe r .eceiv ing a special
announcement,  wi th suggesEions and registrat ion forms.

SO. START GETTING READY

. Return to
ttE GARDEII SPFAY of MCCM, iNC,
ffirt, Edlior

5315 Portland Avenue
ivllnneapolls, l'llnnesota 55+17
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Fresldent: Robert G. Churl11a
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Vlce-Pr"esld,ent :  Robert C, 01son
ff iAve,,  Si ,  Louls Park
Secretanr: Duane A. Reynolds
-7T116 - Eth Ave. N. , r\ew Hope 55427
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i l r  -  I lonard l i -  Berg
101{}7 Lakevie* Orrve
Sinnetonka, i$H 55341
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Treasu::er: George H" l4cColLough
ffiEEbough Dr., BLoomlngton 55431
Past-Pz'esident :  Andrew IYbrlcw
ffixa B1!'d., Mlnnetonka 51343

DIRECTORS:
!{olard ii. tserg
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CharLes R. Proctor
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