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THE NOVEMBER MEETING

A nominating committee composed of Archie Caple, Chairman, Bob Gage, Fred
Glasoce, Leon Snyder and Bob Livingston presented the followlng slate for
1982:

President--Jerry Shannon Secretary--Kent Canine
Vice President--Chet Groger Treasurer--George McCullough
Board of Directors--
Held over term (one year) Two year term
Phil Peterson Bob Churilla
Gary Magnum Dale Durst

At program time Mary Magulre Lerman speaking from a recently resurrected
bound volume on the history of the Lyndale Gardens--(the Lake Harriet Gar-
dens, the Rose Gardens--take your cholce), copiles of which she had sent to
every public library in the city, reported that as early as 1872 a Mr. King
offerred to sell a portion of his farm abutting on Lake Harriet for a park.
There were no takers,

Finally, in 1890, the Park Becard started buying land in the area and Mr,
King donated 55 acres adjacent to the present rose center. A large swampy
area was filled in. The original proposal for development of a rose garden
was not well received because "rose gardens were not considered to be likely
to prosper because of this climate". Nevertheless, in 1906 the Board spent
$10,000 for land purchases around Harriet and accepted $46,000 worth of do-
nated land.

Ms, Lerman digressed frequently from her major toplc to present other in-

teresting bits of 1information among them: ;

e Theodore Wirth wanted a park or playground within reach of every youngster
in Minneapolis. i

e Wirth planned to have plants, flowers, trees--a minature arboretum--in
the developing Lyndale Gardens. This accounts for the great variety of
trees there at the time of the June 1981 tornado.

e The reason for the unusual shape of the large gingko is unknown, It has
been attributed to loss of the original leader whilch loss has by some
been blamed on youthful climbers,

e The Minneapolis park system is known nationally for it's continuilty in
development, Few other systems in the country have similarly developed
continuing support for parks and carried on park expansion as the city
gcrew,

e Vandalism in the parks is a real problem,

e The Park Roard estimates that 48% of the persons using cur large parks
sre non-residents., The park police obtained this information by checklng
the license numbers of cars in the Lake Harriet parking lcts with the
state license divisicn., This provides an argument for county maintenance
assistance,

As a final bonus Ms, Lerman brought for distribution a new beautiful 1llus-
trated booklet, "Eloilse Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary--A Guldebook”,

The Minnetonka MGC really works on cilty beautification., That its work 1is
appreciated was evidenced by a check for $200 receilved from John and Russ
Gray for the plantings in the Excelsior area., This fall the club planted
700 tulip bulbs in the same area.



MGCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING NOVEMBER 6-7, 1981
Reported by Sherm Pinkham

Thirty directors from coast to coast were in attendance. With several
wives there were 52 at the banquet on Saturday night., At this dinner John
Leonard was installed as President for the comlng year., The business sess-
ions included reports by all officers and committee heads.

Finances Top priority as usual., Treasurer Harry Bevington's report was
very favorable. Since former Executive Director Glenn Vincent left last
May, his work has been taken over by Nancy Gorden, an employee of several
years ago., The saving in salary 1is sizable. Becky Shiel has replaced Jim
Brown as bookkeeper, Both woman are capable, Brown spent some time in the
Towa State prison but he has been released with the provision that he pay
back to MGCA $100.00 monthly or "back to the klink". The last two issues
of The Gardener have been edited by Bob Fischer of the Des Moines Club. He
1s an experienced magazine man and,also,he is a rare specimen who refuses
to accept pay from MGCA for his work. However, he was given a check for
$500 in appreciation, His plan is to enlarge The Gardener beginning March,
1982, He will welcome articles on gardening from club members,

Just prior to the meeting the books were audited by M, Collier. The cash
condition was found to be correct and it is expected that we will go into
1982 with a falr cash balance., It was voted to repay the $10,100 of notes
payable outstanding by January lst, The budget for 1982 was set at $81,000.

Gardening from the Heart Pete Peterson of St, Louls, the spark plug of
this committee, reports progress. Several clubs work with orphans and
disadvantaged chilldren on the order of our Fragrance Garden, The results
are rewarding. This committee has ten garden slide programs availlable,
chief of which 1s "We find God in our Garden",.

Calendar Committee The report 1s favorable for the first year of operation
--18,000 sold, It is believed that Minneapolis leads with 1602 sold*, al-
though Pres., Jeff Collier's club leads with average sales of 18 per member,
Chet Groger, a committee member, covered half of the U.S. with many phone
calls, The project will be continued in 1982 with the drive slated to end
by August 31. This 1s a money raiser in addition to acquainting people
with MGCA, '

Endowment and Investment Commlttee Total assets have reached $105,000,
Prorit this year 3$8,500; $10,000 expected in 1982, Life members total 686,
Life membership cost stays at $1C0 or pay as you go, $25 for 4 years. Both
are a bargain, Akron 67 members, Austin 39, Minneapolis 17. The E & I
assets are in a safe deposit box at the First Bank, Edina ,and were inspected
by Bill Hull and Chet Groger on November 3, 1981 and found intact.

Jacket Sales dJohn Leonard has done a good job in the sales of garden jack-
ets, They are a handy thing to have and they also help to advertize our
clubs, The price 1s very reasonable., Proflts to date for MGCA have amount-
ed to $3,800.

In my ovinion the meetilng was a real success, It was an opportunity to
learn what 1is taking place on a national scale and to rub elbows with a
great bunch of people from a town north of Seattle to Atlanta, from New
York to Texas, These folks spend a lot of tTime (and money) to help promote
gardening ccuntrywide and to, thereby, beautify America. Not to mention
the happiness given a little kid through the local club and spearheaded by
our national organization., As for me, 1f we can make one disadvant?ged )
over
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child happler the dues amount to nothing,

*Editor's Note: 1In a letter to me dated 10/26/81 Bob Smith of Spokane,
MGCA Calendar Committee chairman, wrote, "The Minneapolls order for cal-
endars is terrific and hard to beat natilonwide. Hank Strange in Austin
sold 1,555 by himself--he said, 'If I have to come in 2nd, 1t couldn't
be behind a better bunch'",

MERVIN EISEL, YOU TURNED ME ON
by Bill Hull

Thanks, Mervin Elsel, for turning me on to terrariums, as you did at our
October meeting. I went home and thought about it for a while before act-
ing; I'm not in that much of a hurry that I acted quickly but on a bright,
cheery morning two Saturdays later I came to life and made two terrariums.
Or 1s it terraria? One in a green wine bottle, which I later tore apart,
and another in a clear glass apple cider jug. Since then I've made one in
a five gallon clear glass carboy formerly used for wine making., It's going
to be passable, :

What have I learned on my cwn, Mervin? Malnly that I need a "spoon" on a
long handle, On hand I had a funnel with a long tube on the end; I could
make temporary tools of other sorts from wire clothes hangers; and I bought
a long "grabber" for a dollar and a half from my favorite hardware store.
But moving sand, rock, soll, etc., around at the bottom of the bottle wilith-
out a long-handled spoon 1s the toughest job.

For plants I bought small ones of: Norfolk Island pine, Buddhist pine
(podocarpus macrophyllus), Peperomia speciles, Creeping fig (ficus pumila),
and Selaginella kraussiana brownii which some call cushion moss and others
call a club moss, Most of these were listed in your excellent sheet of
instructions. For native moss I went scrounging in a nearby large park
and found all I could possibly want,

Somewhere in one of my own books I picked up another idea; I wish I could
glve credit to the author but can't locate the paragraph again. This
author suggested letting some ground moss dry, then putting it through a
rough screen, moss, soil and all, sifting atop the soil and planting in
the terrarium, He said it would eventually turn into a solld growth of
new moss. So I've tried that as best I could, The problem is that ordin-
ary window screen is too fine; with the residue of moss roots and tops I
considered cutting it into shreds 1n Carol's blender, which would have
worked fine, but every time I try to do it, shets around, so I ended up
shredding it with scissors, Let's see if this technique works; I believe
it wills

So thanks again, Mervin, for your good talk, I'll never be as good at this
as you are, and won't even try to be, but I've had a little fun--at a time
when I needed it,

Sedum Ellacombianum and the two-row stonecrop (S. spurium) are both recom-
mended for the fronts of borders because they can be clipped every time the
lawn edges are cut., They will make new growth to fill 1n the bare stems,
and this can be repeated time after time throughout the growlng season,

NEW MEMBERS

David P, Hoel 822-0551 Richard L., Tepley 926=B9AL -
5540 Elliot Ave. S., Mpls. 55417 2101 Drew Ave. S., Mpls, 55415




KEY TO PEPPERS IS PROLIFIC HYBRIDS

The sweet or pungent, long or blocky, hot or mild pepper is often the pilck-
iest plant in the vegetable patch. Plcking the proper variety to grow is
one solid step in solving the many problems home gardeners experience with
this vegetable.

Pepper problems for home gardeners seem to revolve around the problem of
yield per plant, Zucchlnil overwhelms the garden; the pepper plant often
stands proud, 1lush and barren,

Peppers are somewhat particular about temperatures for fruit set. Peppers
fertilized with heavy applications of nitrogen, or not given adequate phos-
phorous, may develop into good looking plants, but will not produce much
fruit,

Ball Seed Company cffers some tips to home gardeners:

e Use a complete fertilizer such as 10-10-10 before planting your vegetable
garden, Do not side-dress peppers until after a good fruit set.

e Get all fruit-producing plants off to a good start at planting time with
the addition of a starter fertilizer (such as 8-24-8),

e Plant peppers only after night temperatures have risen above 55 degrees,
Planting too early will often stunt plants,

e Harvest fruit regularly. After mzture fruit is harvested, new fruit set
will begin, :

e Rotate tomato, pepper and eggplant crops, making sure these three vege-
tables do not follow each other in the same location. Each 1s subject
to the same diseases, some of which are soil-borne.

e The cooler the season, the more important the selection of early varieties.
Peppers will not set frult in very cool weather,

Hot or sweet, the pepper will grow, and bear prolifically, providing the
gardener knows 1lts requirements and asks for the hybrid varieties.
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PEPPERS...FOR STUFFING,
SALADS, PICKLING AND SEASONING

SWEET ’ imi ong : "
Better Yellow Sweet | Pimiento | Yellow Cherry |Roumanian| lItaiian Pepper- |Cubaneile
VARIETIES| gejle Belle Banana |Perfection| Sweet Sweet Sweet Sweet s
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SHAPE ﬂ;%’ ‘) (5- ﬂil }]?’
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COLOR  |GreeniRed|Yellow:Red|Yeliow/Red |Green/Red | YellowiFied | Green/Red | Yellow/Red |Green/Red | Green/Red | Green/Red

&

LENGTK 4" 3" 6" 22" 6" sd 32" 6" 4-5" 6" 4"
WIDTH 32" 3 1L 3" 19" 12" 27" 12" b 22" 2r
HOT Hungarian Cayenne Roumanian F, Anaheim | Red Cherry
VARIETIES| Yellow Wax | Jalapeno | Long Slim | Red Chili Hot Goldspike TMR 23 Hot Tabasco
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COLOR Yellow/Red | GreeniRed

LENGTH 5" 3"
WIDTH 14" 14" Ya" 2" 2" 10" 12" 1" 12"

@y | U
=ik

Yellow/Red | Yellow/Red | Green/Red | Green/Red | Yeliow/Red

4" 2's" 7-8" 12" 27

NOTE:The first color iisted is the stage when picking is most preferred. The second cofor indicates the mature stage.
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RENUMBERING YOUR BY-LAWS

Since the by-laws changes carried in the September 1981 issue of the Garden
Spray, were passed unanimously at the October meeting, you may want to make
those changes in your copy of the by-laws (It's a green bound booklet dis-
tributed to all last year). This 1s what you should do:

The new Article II becomes page 17 in your book (or 16-A 1if you prefer),

~and each article thereafter 1s renumbered, The existing Article III becomes

Article IV, etc. At the end of existing Article VIII (henceforth Article
IX) you should add Section 3. Memorials, which was part of your September

issue, Hence, your by-laws are updated.
' '--Bill Hull, historian
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GET YOUR DUES IN. As noted in the letter you recently received from
secretary Shannon MGCM 1982 dues are payable on or before December 1, 1981.
As of November 12 treasurer McCollough had received checks from approxi-
mately 50% of our members, If you aren't one of that 50% hurry to take

advantage of the $24 bargain rate.

You can help prevent your Christmas tree from drying out by keeping it
moister with a tree stand that holds a water based tree preservative,
This is drawn up into the tree through the base, and keeps the whole tree
fresher, One popular homemade preservative was developed by Harold Cook,
nationally known florist and lecturer in 1965, It is a simple mixture of
hot water, chlorinated bleach, light corn syrup and micronized iron pack-
aged under the name Green Garde.

Return to
THE GARDEN SPRAY of MGCM, INC.
Zdwio G. Culbert, Editor
5315 Portland Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55417
z ® B B =

MEN'S GARDEN CLUB OF MINNEAPOLIS, INC.

CLUB OFFICERS: &
Dresident: RAYMOND D. MARSHALL FIRST CLASS
6809 Balsam Lane N., Maple Grove, 55369 i

Vice President: DONAL Q! DONNELL

5605 Melody Lake Dr. Edina, 53436

Secretary: JEROLD a SHANNON T
Q

1847 Eleanor Ave., St. Paul, 53116
Treasurer: GEORGE E. McCOLLOUGH

8812 Tretbough Dr., Blcoomington, 53431
Past President: ARCHIE CAPLE

7221 - 15 Ave. S., Richfield, 535423
Director: KENT CANINE

7209 Thomas Ave. S., Richfield, 55423
Director: CZET H. GROGER

6826 Creston Road, Edina 55435

Director: GARY J. MAGRUM .
9832 Qakland Ave. S., Bloomington, 335420
Director: PHILIP M. PETERSON ;
6529 Rnox Ave. S., Richfield 53423 !
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IT'S TOLEDO, OHIC FOR 1982 -
August 7-11 at University of Toledo
Help us cetebrate OUR 50TH!




