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I'TELL TIIEM TO I^IAIT - IIM BUSY GARDENINGI'

Bob Olson
President
Men's Garden Club of Minneapol is

At some future date if you ask the members what they renember most about the year
Bob Olson was president of the Ment s Garden Club of Minneapolis chey would undoub-
tedly reply,  "Agnes Ost lund came back as our cateress and we f inal ly got some decent
meals."  Or they may recal l  that i t ,  was the year the dues were raised and they i .ncreased
the pr lce of the meals. (Actual ly the pr ice of the meals was ralsed the year before -
during the haleyon days of the Churi l la administrat ion.)  Some of the more discern-
ing gardeners wi1l ,  of  course, remember 1987 as the year a l losta leaf was awarded
the pr ize as Best-In-Show - long overdue recognit ion'  I  may add.

When asked to accept the posi t ion as president,  I  fe l t  a l i t t le t repidat ion because
of previous commitments on my t ime. I  knew from serving the other presidents (Chet
Groger,  Andy Marlow, Bob Churi l la. . . . )  how much they put into the ef for t .  Russ
Snith convinced me to do i t  with these words, "Wetl l  help you." I {e was r ight.

The strength and character of this club is in the industry and self less effort  of
i ts members, a core of 20-30 except ional men. These indlvtduals are t 'can-dott  people -
they t tcantt  and they t tdot t .

I  began thinking about this when i t  became t ime to choose someone to receive the
Presidentrs Cup. Tradi t ional ly that fs gone to a person who has been of  except ional
help to the president dur ing the year.  My goodness. There are too many People in
this category. Therers Phi l  Peterson and Duane Johnson who turned the Fragrance
Garden around by shear force of  their  personal i t ies.  I t ts no longer a Spr ing pro-
ject with a skeleton cre\r  for maintenance, but a revi tal ized source of pleasurable
group act iv i ty,  recognized community service, and substant ial  pr ide to al l  of  us.

There is Nate Siegel and Ed Culbert  who asked i f  they could wrl te a history of the
evolut ion of the Fragrance Garden.

Therets Char l ie Proctor.  Char l ie never says t tno".  (Maybe he should,  but  he doesntt . )
Among other thlngs, he raced around to f ind us a meetlng place when the Great Deluge
f looded out the church. I{ets done an amazing number of other things to help ne, too -
but youfd never hear about i t  f ron hin. Therers the thr iv ing Nat ional Convent j .on
Comittee which goes by i ts own momentum - i f  anything, i t  needs i ts zeal and enthus-
iasm restrained or these fel lows would take up al l  the space in the Newsletter and
discussion t ime at our nonthly meetings.

Then therets Vern Carlsonr our good fr iend who passed away so recent ly.  Vern
1i teral1y got of f  h is s ick bed to enter his wonderful  f lowers and vegetables in
our Flower Show because he heard i t  needed more entr ies this year.  He and a few
others t tsaved the show".

My wife is constant ly amazed. She says, t 'People just  donrt  volunteer to do this
sort  of  th ing these days."  Shets wrong. Of course, they do -  at  least  in the
}4GCM.

A11 of you have made my tenure as president enjoyable and act ive. I  thank everyone
of you. Now I  have to choose an indiv idual  to get the Presidentrs Cup. I t ts the
hardest job l fve had and f inal ly i t ts a s i tuat ion where I  cantt  ask anyone to help
me.
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fastern Gardens fxplored at
Novem ber,$tGC^\il Neeti ng

reported by Andy Marlow

Just as all of the eady history of the Uaited StatBs took place aloog the eastern
seaboard, so nost of the eady, and still spectacular, gardens of rhe United States also
crere created there. MGCM members \tere trealgd to a slide tour of several of then at
the Novenber meeting. The tour guide and speaker vffr Martha Rebhorn of the
Mionesora State Horticultural Society. Her slides and infornation vere of receot
viatage, siace she had spent the second veek of 0ctober of this year touring the
gardeos. She vas ooe of 700 participaats atteading the National Master Gardeners'
Convention in Yashiogton, D.C, 40 sone Mianesotans ook part atrd popped up fron
tine to tine ia the slides.

Some good garden vieviog, Martha pointed out, is to be had right along the Malt that
coroects the Liacoln/Yashingtoo Monumetrt area vith the Capitol building, Museuns
of the Smithsoaian line part of the Mall, and gardens are atr atkaction at the
Ilirschhorn Sculpture Museun, the "Castle" vhich houses the Victorian exhibitios
collectioa aod the recently opened Asian and African pavilion. The latler is largely
uodergrouad virh gardens ptanted atop the building, Also along the Mall, near the
Capitol, is the National Botanic Garden, a collectioo of Victorian-style cotserratory
greenhouses shelteri ng a tatge collection of plaats fron all oyer the vorld, including
.oatry outstending orchid specinens.

Also in Tashingtoo proper is Dunberton 0aks, vhich achieved fame a^s the site for a
Yorld Yar II era sunmit coaference. It vas tbe estate of the Bliss family and noaey
has been set aside to naintain its tree-lined valks and nunerous gardens for the
foreseeable fi:ture.

Just south of Tashington is Mouot Vernon, the estate of rhe natios's first President.
George Sashington vas hinself a gardener and vhen he vasn't fightiog a nrar,
helping vrite the Constitution or running the governnent he liked t0 get a linle dirt
uoder his fingernails cultivatiag herbs, vegetables and flovers, The estate has been
restored to vhat is knovn of its condition io the early lE00s using naoy of the plaat
varieties then enjoying popularity. Yashiogton also helped start the National
Horticultural Society, vhich has its headquarters and gardeas near-by. It features
many valled gardens and raised beds. It being fall, mums, including many varieties
originated in Minnesota, vere ia full bloon,

Martha also visited the Nadonal Arboretum located on 1000 acres that originally
belonged to Filliam Penn. Many fiae collectioos of ptaats, including the Natioaal
Bonzai collection and and expnsive collection of conifers , arc locttnd there.

The final stop oo our slide louf ryas Longvood Gardens near Philadelphia. The former
DuPont esta0e is very large aad features gardens that open on to huge vistas for distant
vievs of the coutrtryside. There are also a vonderful bell tover and some 23 vater
gardens on the property. It's most important feature, hovever, is the 3-l/2 acre garden
under glass, The pillars that support this sfuctufe afe as large as tree trunks and are,
in fact, camouflaged to look like then. As if the structure vere oot large enough, the
outside c/alls are made of mirrored glass to make it seen eveo larger. There afe sa.oy
different, distinctive and unusual displays ia the building, including a gardea jusl for
cbildren (no adutrs alloved) virh a mpiary giraffe vilh a lap just made for sifiing on.

Your reporter could aot help but eovy lvls. Rebhorn for a trip that took ia gardening
business, historical sites and sone of the most lovely gardens io the nation. One could
only be grateful to her for shariag part of it vit"b the Metr's Garden CIub of
Minneapolis,



Off icers and directors elected
President:  Duane Reynolds
Vice-president:  Duane Johnson
Directors:  Howard Berg

Sid Nystrom
Past PresidenL: RoberL .01son

THE NOVEMBER MEETING

Lo serve in 1988 were:
Secretary:  Rick Bonlender
Ireasurer:  Joseph Stenger

Herbert  Neby
KenL Petterson

Customari ly the MGCM presidenL has been a member of  the Minnesota Hort i -
cul tural  Sbciety board.  Aft ,er  serving his year,  a lmost al l  of  which was
spent lear ing the ropes, Dr.  Olson recommended we change-Lhe pattern so
a-s to be more helpful  and to get more input, .  He proposed elect ing a -
person for a 3 yeir  term as our represenLat, ive wiLhout regard t ,o wheLher
br not he had s-erved MGCM as an of f icer.  The members present accept.ed
the idea and the nominat ing commitLee named Walter Gustafson. Walt  is  an
attorney and is interested in serving. At Lhe current moment Walt  can be
a real  asset to the Hort .  Society board.

Russ SmiLh reported on the recent MGCA directors meet ing at  which of f icers
elected ( for  fqgA) aL the Rockford convent ion were inst ,a l led.  Annual  mem-
berships go up to $15.00 on January L,1988; buL l i fe memberships do not
go up ( to $150.00) unLi l  January t ,  1989.

DRIFT FROM THE SPRAYER
by Ed Culbert

CongraluaLions r# O,r .  Jerry Shannon who has been promoted to Director of
Elementary Educat ion for  the St.  Paul  Publ ic Schools.  A recept ion honor ing
him was held on Tuesday November L7 at  lhe Longfel low Schcol  where Jerry
had been pr incipal  for  over.  a de&de. "  Jerry,  a lso,  was.recent ly elect ,ed
to membership. i -n*Schol ia- ,a"selqct  Twin Ci t ies schoolmen'  s group.

Do you r .*d Dave. l loods i t ' r  the Star and Tr ibune Sunday t tArts"  sect ion? On
Sunday Nbvember 8 he devoted considerable space to Bi l l  HuI l  whose "A11
Hel l  i i roke.Loos€t t ,  a col lect , ion of  stor ies about the Armist ice Day bl izzatd
of 1940, is now in i ts eighth pr int ing.  Bi l l  current ly is col lecLing sLor-
ies about the droughL of  1936 for a s imi lar  publ icat ion.  I f  you have viv id
memories of  those days this may be your chance to appear in pr int .

Have you not. ieed the 1988 MGCM convent ion p-romo-t , ion in the "Gardener"? I t
is  the work of  Jerry Shannon. Jerry hasalready prepared and submil ted Eo
the MGCA off ice in Des Moines al l  copy for the balance of  th is year and uP
to convent ion t ime.

Vera Snyder (ptrs.Leon C. )  has moved to L26g Cleveland #28, St.  Paul ,  YN,
55108 to l ive near her daughter in St, .  Anthony Park who l ives in Lhe house
t.he Snyders bought in L945 and l ived in pr ior  to the Arboretum days.

WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Len Brenny
5t2L Blake Rd.

Edina, MN 55436

John Christensen
4308 Sher idan Ave. N.

Mpls.  ,  Mbl 554L2

Norman B. Ter
4708 Colfax
Mpls.  ,  l ' IN

Steeg 822-0371
Ave. S.
5 5409
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Rhapis
Looking ior the perfect house plant? Well' perhaps the dwarf

il;'"r- rn1:f ,j T::**"*:.i"J,,,31i#'r iJ*nT5r$choice for average hon
Rhapis palm has p,ouni i*iitl me' Being a long time fancier

Lj;";':J;;i;': t*;; inJgu"a bv a reient surse of adver-
tisements in several tade magazlnes-for {yarf RhanilL"lT-t:

btfr"J"t1n" *Secret o{ the Orient"' I {ound it interestlng that so

much attention be given io a slngle species oi palm' let aione

nvo commercial nursenes that se-il aimost nothtng but Rhapis

palms.
I quickly s€nt awav for my "special offer" of one Rhapis ex-

.?r"-Xolu"' and anxtously awarted i': ?Iud After about two

weeks my ptun, u,nu"i' njt[""s]-t initially a lirtle disappointed

- with the contarner;"' th";i"^t - I rushed it home and

;; 
',';; " 

o"v 
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peblle' in front o{ an.east facrng wtndow'

il;;;it1ho-usNv *aked with distllled or mineraj water

;; ffi;;i ;-6;";; mod"rat"lY drY' beiore berng

THE (Pr-aniT)
DOCTOR'S AI)VICE

By Chuck Levine

92373.

thoroughly soaked again'.There' after many- months'.my

Rhapis palm continu"tlo tnnu" and impress all who see it'

So you ask, "what ;"k"; ir'"" ptuntt so unique?" The

dwarf Rhapis palms rn*uin tiUtn top tit"'.do well in bright' in-

diJa lt;hriofuttlut thudn. require normal house temperatures
;J;;; tk itta"m't"iv'-ri'"v are unique amons palms in

il il; ; o*t""foi bontai being lons lived. and.slow

il;;;l tn uiai,io,",. ;;;;A "1"1^"'-.T,*d 
with dif{enns

Dattems ol green, wnrte and caeam are available at an afford-

able Price.
An excellent way to learn more aboul these remarkable

r#;;'il;*iinsisto"t of the onent dworf Rhopis excetso

bv Lrrnn MclGmeY:
" -t".'il ,", *;interested in acquiring- a plant you rhould

contact fu;tt c*i;;t' P o -Box^ 2Y' Graotv-"T"*1t
XiA "i'ril"plt 

Pa* C-a""' Box 84' Redlands' QiF*'u
''- '"  
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Success -

Return to
GARDEN SPRAY of I {GCM' INC'

Eei=nTreffiert ' 
Editor

5315 Port land Avenue
tt inneapol is,  I l innesota 554t7

rvrErTIS CANOEN CLUBS OF AMERICA TIRSTNATIONAL CONVENTION
JULY 3-6, 1988

MINNEAPOLIS, MN.

adding so much organic matLer
one cin i rnagine the soi  I  is  so
i t  and grow f ive f ingers '

and 4;ulqi"entsl
gich .go+t cgn
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rbR truronl, lATloN' CALL oR wRlrE
WILLIAM (BILL) HULL

6833 Creston Road
Edina, Minnesota 55435

6121926'1327

ffi
NORTTIERN GARDENING AT ITS BES'f


