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THE MEN'S GARDEN CLUB OF I . I INNEAPOLIS AI{NUAL CHRISTI, IAS PARTY

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13 LAKE HARRIET UNITED I ' IETHODIST CHURCH
(49t i r  S Ereet and Chowen Avenue Sout,h)

Social  Hal f -Hour 6:00 Dinner 6:30

. By reservat ion onlv at  $12.00 each. iJ ives,  guests invi led.

THE RESERVATION DEADLINE IS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 --
Get your reservat ion,  Eogether wi th your check to Duane
r l .eynolds ,  7 Lt6 -  39 th Ave. N. ,  New Hope, i ' {N 55427
immediately.
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YOUR ATTENTION IS DIRECTED TO

A memorial  service f  or  Michael  Denesuk wi l l  be i re ld 3 P.14. Sunday
December 4 at  First .  Consresal ional  c,rureh 8th Avenue and 5t .h Strebt S. E.
Minneapol is.

Denesuk a long Lime member of  the Minnesot,a Orchestra 's s l r ing secLion
and also of  I IGCM moved to Mit .chel l  a t iny v i l lage in Iowa tvhen he reLired.
He died t i rere on November 10 a few days sirort  of  h is 73rd bir thday. The
mai l ing address is Route I ,  Box 82, Osage IA 5A46L.

Vic Lowrie has moved to Watertown, Sout.h Dakota to be near his son John.
His new address is 225 -  17th St.  S.  E. ,  Watertown, SD 5720L.

A noLe from Stan Crist  - -  "My wife and I  p lan to take of f  for  the soulh
land about December 1st  and return about Apr i l  l "st .  Our address wi l l  be
7L0 lJ.  Mclr leese #3I,  Lake Charles LA 70605. Our phone -  (318) 477-22L7.
I f  your t ravels should take you anywhere in th is v ic in i ty,  we would be
pleased to hear f rom you."

AL the i r iovember MGCI' I  we elected Lhe fol lowing of f icers for  f989.

President --  Duane Johnson Vice-President --  Kent Petterson
Secretary Gene Ackland Treasurer Joe Stenger
Directors Howard Berg Greg Smith Merle Pul ley Bob Smith
Past President --  Duane Revnolds

CULLED FROM NOVEMBER MGCI{ BOARD MINUTES

Planning for the Chr istmas party a!  Lake Harr iet  church is complete.
i " lernbers are encouraged to br ing gi f ts to place under the Lree. Set-up
wi l i  be c ione Lhe <iay bef ore the party and any inceresteci  voiunteers shoul
speak to Howard Berg,  Duane Reynolds,  or  Bob Churi l la.

The i ' l inneapol is Society for  t ,he Bl ind is interested in working closer wich
us and would l ike to plan rnore involvement in the Fragrance Garden next
year dur ing their  75th anniversary.  MSB recommended that we cont inue lo
get communit .y support  for  the garden as wel l  as support  of  other bl ind
members of  the community who are not act ive at  MSB. MSB has expressed
i ts interest  in shar ing resourees/ski l ls  in making the garden more aecess-
ib le to bl ind people.

Rick Bonlender reported that s l ides of  the Fragrance Garden rs i l l  represent
Minnesota as a part  of  a nat ional  s l ide show on community gardens. The
sl ide show is avai lable for  rent,al  t ,hrouehout the US from the American
Community Gardening Associat ion.

The Lake Harr iet  Uni ted l , lethodist  church has requested Lhat MGCM plant
t ,u l ips as we have done in the past now that the construct ion has been com-
plet-ed. An ad hoc group wi l l  6e organized to planL tul ips.

The Board brainstormed the names of  wives of  l4GCl.{  members and other women
hort icul tural ists and then volunleered to phone them to inquire i f  they
are interesEed in MGCM membershio.

--Raccoons are
t .o come in
bats.

a major source of
contact  wi th p 'eople

rabies and rabid raccoons
or domest, ic animals than
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are more l ikely
are skunks and



PRES]DENT'S NESSAGE

Tire lYlen's Ganden Club of  f ' l inneapol ls

began in 1942. '  1989 r , . r i  1 l  mank the

'?th yean and I  susDect uj  I  I  be

simi i  iar  io al  I  the nest 1n that;

some membens u1111 not neneuJ, rrJ€ ui  j  j

add a feur netu necnui  ts,  some membens

ru1l l  decrease thein involvement and

othens u, i  1 l  lncnease thei  ns. .  Hopeful  ly ,
ln the ebb and f lou,  for  eueny houn of
volunteen t lme iost ,  br€ can necnui  t  an hour.

But rrrhat i  f  uJe don'  t?

bJe need to rememben the 'c lubo is oniy a vehic le fon our ta lents.
I t  1s oun nesponsibi l ty to become act lve;  f ind that anea that
aopeais to us on one {Je rrrant to leann about and say'ye" ' "

Unfontunateiy,  thene are penlods urhen complacency sets in on not
gnough ef font ls sPent in developing the neur membens. tJhen that

;curs,  the comml i ,  tees become smal l  and rathen than "exoenlence

enJ oyment,  ure begin to dread the tuonk.

The best commit tee, is one uhere ure have a

and inexoenienced membens. Then knou.r ledge

The tasks are fu l1f  i  l1 in9 and al . l  lnvolved

sat lsfact ion and the fel  lourship of '  shareo

combinat lon of  expenienced

and uuor k are shaned.

expenience both oensonal

1 nvo I  vemen t  "

I  see ny pensonal  lnvolvement as an obl igat lon.  Fon 4? yeans men
have kept al  lve an onganizat ion rrrhich has become veny lmpontant
to me. The club is not impontant because of  the Auct lon,  Fior. , rer-
shour,  Touns or chr istmas Panty,  but  because of  the members and
fel  lourship that  ls exper ' leneed thnough involvement and act lon.

I  feei  obl  lgated to do r^rhat I  can to
into the futune. And to nememben, I '
f t r i t 'nr t  i ; rc i  fnn *nr{ : r rruLurGr jv9L tut  LUUqy.

lnsune the club ul l  l  l  cont lnue

m not responsible fon the

Happy 
.Ganden i  ng
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The plant ing .of  a tree
shows fai th in the future.
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November fleetrnq Report
by Andy l"larlow

The solo speaker at tbe Novom.ber MGCM meetiog vas Bob Mugaas talkiae about lavn
stre aad mairleusnce, Mugaas, Hennepin [ounty Extsaaion Agsnt for the paaf decade,
is a very koovledgeable turf erpert. and aa acconplished amateur rosariao.

Bob says that lavns seem to have gteaLer inportance for the honeovoer trov thaa they
did l0 yeors ago. Many people consider their lovns an outdoor ertcasion of their
isdoors spaces and erpect it to have quality equal to their livisg roon carpet. 0ftcn thet
is casier drcancd about thaa doac.

This past groviag scrslla vas very dry aad hor. That turncd upsidc dovn, srys Bob,
many of our notions about vhere \ye caa grov successful lavrs. The sunny aretu vhere
turf grass usually grovs thick and green vcrc buraed to a crisp by nid-surn'ncr, vhilc
shady areas that are nornally a problen yielded some of the oaly grass 0o stay green all
SCaSOi.

Bob admits that sonc erperts miscalcularcd vhcn thcy said cady in thc drought that
lavns vould recover fron a dry dormaocy. Maoy vill oot and the Erteasion Service is
rcthiakiag its idcas about vatcring baos. It turtrs out it is okay to stress gra:xr a bit, but
oot t,oo nuch. In some suosy arear, soil temperatures etceeded 130 degrees" Turf caonot
vithstaad thatvithout hugc anoutrts of vatcr. Evcn dormant grass necds vEtcr undcr
those circunstances.

The old rule of thumb of one ioch of vater per veek is stilt pretty good. but nust be
nodified for differeat soil typ6 and for the sevcrity of dry spells. Make surc you get an
adequale anount or the lavn by measuriog at several poiirtsin the sprinkler'pattern
vit! ccllectioas caas. kb reccenaead3 coffse caas, but I find tuaa aad cat food cans
ideal" Fhen they get full. you have about the right anount, Sandy soils need more
vatcr aad clay soils less. Grass groving on all types of soil bencfit fron deep and
iofrequent irigation, That forces the roots 0o go deep for moisture aad protects them
fron thc ovcrhcatcd soil.

Bluc-gray, charcoal colored grass aad foot prints that voa't go avay arc sigas of strcss
fron lacE of noisture. Yatch for tien and vatcr -- or, if you e,re goiog to let. the gfirss
plants go dornaot, harden it off. The tips of the leaves are the oldest part of the grass.
If they die. it's okay. You do vant to preserve the crovns" hovever. as this is vhere the
ncv bladcs vill encrge vhcn thc plaat rcvivcs. If tbc crovn dics, t"he lavn gocs vith it.

Danaged lavns vill requirc replacencot or overscediag ncn spring. Bob reports that
he has seen good success vith the trev gfttsn overseeding machiaes. They have tiaes
that dig a slit treach io thc lavn, thea a sccd vhcel (lite thc old grain drills on the
farm) inserts gritss seed at regular iqt€ffals. Runoing the overseeder over the lava
tvice at right aaglcs cao give you a acv looking lavn in a hurry. Thcsc nachincs arc
only in the haads of lavn services at the monent and the process is fairly erpensive. It
should bcconc m'ore conmon, cad pcrhaps lcss crpcasivc, as timc gocs by.

Eady spring and latc sunmer/eady fall are still the bcst timcs for plaatiag aev grass.
There are a nunber of oev seed varieties to cboose from ia putting loget$er a mir for
the unique eavironment of your lavn. Bob nentioned that the perenaial rye gfir:lses
have inproved considerably in the last fev yea,rs aad nore varieties of all kinds of
grtuxtcs arc coniag to narket all thc tim,e. Chcck with the Ertcnsion Serrice or your
local nursery about nev introductions.

Bob did spend coosiderable tine talking about fertilization and veqd control for lavos.
Thcse are topics that havc beea covered nany times in thcsc prgcs aad for vhich
Erteasion bulletins are available. Sioce the editor has allotted this article but oae page.
I'n lcaving it up to you, gcntlc rcadcr, to fcrct out this iaforrnation on your ovo.
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e OMr'ruN r TY _FRAGR{NCg GARDEN
( 19th and Al  dr i  ch )

Pl  ann' ing has begun f  or  1989. 0n Nov. 29th Duane Reynoi  ds,  Ph' i1 Peterson and
Kent Petterson met wi th representat jves of  the Minneapol is Society for  the
Bl ind.  A number of  i tems were discussed in an ef for t  to improve the garden
for use by the v isual ly r 'mpaired. Efforts over the coming months wi l l  be
focused on improving communicat ion between MGCM and the Society,  increased
part ic ipat ion of  the Society in impl imentat ion of  improvements,  and a general
out l ine of  goals and object ' ives for  the future.  We would hope that other
members would wish to part ic ipate in th is process and request that  ideas or
comments be directed to one of  the above members.  The cont inued support  and
part ic ipat ion of  a l l  members is encouraged. More informat ion wi l l  fo l low.
Incidental ly,  the Society wi l l  be celebrat ing i t 's  75th Aniversary in 1989.

Kent Petterson
for the Fi  gs

Mary McGuire Lernan, wi th the Minneapo' l is  Parks Board and contr ibutor of
annual  bedding plants for  our Fragrance Garden, has had a very busy fa11.
The "Daffodi ls in the Parks" program has been busy p ' lant ing bulbs through
out the c i ty.  (see The Hort icul tur ist  of  Apr i l  '88) lJo less than 16 new
natural ized plant ings have been completed. Keep your eyes open for areas
along Minnehaha Creek, Nakomis Parkway, East and West River Parkways, St.
Anthony, Webber and | . lh i t t ier  Parks.  Did you know that a donat ion of  money
by you or your neighborhood group could get a plant ing on publ ic property
in your neighborhood? And i t  is  not  necessar i ly  l imi ted to Minneapol is.
Mar,v Lerman also received a donat ion of  10,000 Da-vl i , l l ies f rom Busse
Gardens that have been planted this fa l l .  Any support  we, as indiv iduals
or a c lub,could give to her ef for ts would be returned many t imes in terms
of i rnprovement of  our parks and pub' l  ic  spaces.

An open house for the new Park and Recreat ion Board Headquarters at  38th
Street and Colfax Ave. So. was held Nov" 13. Al l  park of f ices including
l4ary Lerman's have been combjned in a new faci l ' i ty"  Their  phone number
i  s 348-4448.

1989 MEETING PROGRAMS

One of  the responsibi l i t ies of  your new V' ice President elect  for  '89 is
prograrnrning for the meet ings.  After the outstanding presenters brought
to us by Duane Johnson in '88,  we are working hard to do the same next
year.  l^ le have fe1t the rnini  sessions were a great success and intend to
cont inue with member presentat ions.  I f  you know of a good speaker or
have a part icular topic of  interest ,  p lease let  us know.

Kent Petterson
A Gardener
and Vice President Elect

tit E 1-l E t-t EI E R!
T)IJES EXP I  FIE E)EEEI-IBEI+

REIr|EI^I Fl tf le| !

C. F.  "Knobby" t inoblauch died November L7 .
rv i l l  appear in the January SPl lAY.

3I-  st  . .

An obi luary art ic leFLASH
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PICTURES 0N PRECEDING PAGE (Read each Left  t .o Right)

President Duane Reynolds (1983) greets the assembled group.
Vice-President Duane Johnson (1982) inLroduces the speaker.
Three generat ions of  the SmiLh fani ly were present:  l l ,uss Smirh (1980)
his grandson Nat,  h is son Gregory (1987).
RobeiL Batchel ler  (L988) is inducted into membership in the Men's
Garden Club of  l . i inneapol is by Dwight S tone (  1958 )  .
L loyd Bachman (1950),  Roger Koopmans (1958) and Phi l  Smith (1962)
gel  together at  table Lo reminisce.
Norman Ter SLeeg (1987) discussed his gardening interests at  d inner
with Phi l  Peterson (1978) and Dr.  Ted Olson (1983).
Jack Kolb ( l -965) ta lked turf  care to Doug Madsen (1938) an interesLed
and intent l is tener.
Bob } lugas, speaker for  the evening, drew
Ted LeBout i l l ier  (L977) and Jerry OIson

I{E WELCOME NEW I" IEMBER (SCC

rapt at tent ion at  d inner f rom
(1es7).

picture #4)

478-6550
55340

Robert  G. Batchel ler
6504 Val ley View Road,

CHANGE OF

Hamel,  Mi l

ADDRESS

Chet H. Groger 922-64tL
5290 Vi l la W"y, Edina, Mi ' l  55/+36

IF YOU I"{OVE Please let  the SPRAY know. Otherrs ise your garden club
ff ina@ the sPRAY may miss you.

I., IEI{TOR GARDEI{ING

Just because Kent PetLerson as our nervly elected vice-president is now
responsible for  programs doesn' t  mean he has given'up on MENTOR GARDENING.
Not at  a l l !  His idea is in part  a revival  of  lhe informal gardener v is i l -
around of  J im Perr in 's term is president.  But i t  is  more.

I t  is  a way of  let t ing other I ' IGCM members knor,r  where to seek inf  ormaLion/
help;  Lo know whose garden they might v is i t .  informal ly just  to chat and
compare notes;  Lo know who else grows t ' the stuf f"  they themselves grow or
are th inking about growing.

To quote l (en! ,  t tone shouldn'  t  underest imate what he may have to of  f  er
oLirer members.  Exper iencing suecesses and fai lures is a great teacher.
Maybe you can help-someone ivoid some of those fai lures.  (This isn ' ! )  a
Master Gardener Program. i ' io outside t ra in ing wi l l  be of  f  ered or required.
No minimum hours of  service are necessary.  I , lhat  wi l l  be needed is an
inLeres t  in shar ing,  a rv i l l ingness to help other mernbers Lo improve their
gardening. "

In our i ' lovember issue Kent asked your " l ' /hen you rene\, , /  your membership for
1989, (  to)  take a moment to indicat .e i f  you are interest .eci  in being, I is ted
as a mentor.  Along with th is,  indieate the areas in lvhich you have exper-
ienee. (Then he said) "These areas of  in lerest  wi l l  be l is ted in the
rosler for  1989 beside your name. ( . I i re l is t ing wi l l  not  be) an invi tat ion
for someone to show up at  your home (unannounceci) ;  but  rather an indicat ion
that you are avai lable tnrougir  mutual  agreement or invi tat ion.

--About 570 mi l l ion pounds of  asr ichernicals (herbic ides,  insect ic ides'
fungic ides) enter th;  U.S. envi ionment each year.

1



GARDEI' t rER'S GUIDE TO TTTE BIG TI, IREE: INSECTS DiSEASES AND WEEDS"

Almost $1 bi l - l ion was spenL on insect controi  in 1986, most on pest ic ides
and herbic ides.  I t rs 1988, and Rodale 's Garden Insect,  Disease and l {eeo
Icient. i f  icat ion Guide by i r l i randa Smi-th and Anna Carr comes to the rescue.
(Rodale Press,  AugusL 29, 1988, $15.95 Paperback) This is an ideal ly
handy reference for the gardener confronLed b_v garden insects,  d iseases
or weeds.

Tlre easy-to-f ind format reveals over 200 common insects,  d iseases and
weeds t lqt  p lague gardens, wi th fu l l  descr ipt ions,  ranges, l i fe cycles,
crops af fected and controls for  each" This invaluable-f ie ld reference
insures quick ident i f icat . ion of  the worst  pests and their  damage, along

" i ! ! t  
gvgly plant disease, 100 ful l -eolor photographs and accurately de-

Lai leci  i l lustrat ions -From fHn ynnONER, l ' {ansf ie ld Ohio t4GC

ONCE AGAIN THE CAUTION ON HOLIDAY PLANTS

PlanLs are known lo be poisonous because humans or animals have become i l l
fo l lowing In&est ion o. f  or  skin contact  wi th these plants.  The fol lowing
hol iday pl  ome por ' t ions of  these plants
, l?y actual ly b" edible,  whi le other parts-may cauge i l lness.  Therefore,
i f  your c i r i ld comes in contact  wi th lny of  the f  o l lowing, cal l  the, . . i {enne,:  . , ,
p in Poison Center at  347-3149, for  fur t l ier  instruct ions.  The center,  pro-
vides 24-hour service and wi l l  te l l  you i f  anv t reatment is necessarv.

-  Jerusalem Cfrerfv
-  Mist letoe : . :  

' '  '

-  PoinseLt ia
-  Rhododendron

- Amaryl l is
- AzaLea
- Cast,or Bean
- Cirr istmas Cactus

- Chr istmas Rose
- Crown of  Thorns
- Engl ish fvy
- Hol ly

Return to
THE GARDEN SpRAy of  MGCM, Inc.
f f i " i l ,  Ediror

5i15 port land Avenue
l{ inneapol is,  Minnesota 554L7
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