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BULLETIN OF THE MEN'S GARDEN CLUB OF MINNEAPOLIS, I I {C.

Het LL be showlng sL1des of hls set up and
and stant lng seedl lngs unden 1lghts for

and

Our f i rst  honorar.y member was Professor L.E.Longley who was praised
in the Febnrary :q4q issue of The Garden Sprly 3s one who "has been
act ive in the biefa of  hort ieul ture and fLor icul ture.  He has been
part ieular ly interested in chrysanthemums and has developed-some-
; ; ; i ; i i ;=-  * i r i " r r  have received nat ional  recogni t ion and are l is ted
irl manlr catalogs. " Bil l HulI, club i-l istorian

lfcalar--t]lett qai&- ebl4 aJ Ane.ttao. tjl*& StaL Jefunl SacJalf
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GROWING PLANTS I|IDER LIGHTS

By next year you can be growlng posles for your favonlte Valentlne aLl
wlnter lbng lf you l-lsten to advlce from CIIET GROGER at the Febnuarv IGQM

tlng on*Valeirtlnets evenlng, Tuesd?v. Febluary 1=4=, L984 g@
ffii luetrrodlst Chrrnch. 4qof Chowen-Tvenue South. Mlnneapolls. Chet and1st Chunch 49orch@ eapol ls.  Chet and

ne members of thelndoons fon yeans and ane members of
Indoor Lleht Gandenlng Soclety.
ta lk lng about both tndoor plants
outdoon tr1ant lng.

" Growi 4g* Undg g-glgsg]'

Every gardener dreams of  having his own greenhouse, "someday."  For
MGCM member JERRY SHANNON, "someday" arrived a few years ago. He
and his wi fe Lee operate a greenhouse at tached to their  home year
around, growing orchids amoung other th ings. Jerry wi l l  ta lk about
how they got sf .ar ted, the changes he's made to.combat increasing
energy coits and what he would do if  he were start ing aI1 over now.

Unfontunately you cantt bnlng your Valentlne wlth you for the meetlng ls
fon men and maie guests onlyj but do get hen a bouquet or a box of candy
for consolatron-(5n-"not i rer"6tate ma,ytEr)  otnner at  6:oo PM for $5"00 as
usual so ! cET THAT RESERVATION C.qnD-EAgK T0 BO-B -CHIIRILIA PROIVTPTLY!

Commencing with the February m.eet ing,  thq Show and Tel l
iormit tee-wi l l  have a spec' i  a l  table set  up where Jnembers can
i f row and tel l  about their  part icular i tem that they wish to
br ing to the meet ing.  Thjs show and tel l  i tem can be an
attr jct ive house planf t t rat  the member wishes to explain how he
gro* i ,  bulbs,  rh i iomes, tubers '  seeds'  etc.  which he miqht.have
i  p i i i iculai  way he p_lants,  d iv!des, etc.  or  j t  m. ight^bq a
pai t i iu i i t  garddn tool  which he is very plqud o[ , -  etc.  Br ing

!or"  i tems lo shot l ,  and tel  l .  Let 's make 10 or 15 minutes of
i t re program educat ional  and' interest ing by shar ing'



I"{ TI,IEMORIAM

- CARIr J. HOI,ST -

Longt lne rnember_Car.1 . I .  Holst  passed away ot ' t  Sa.turday
December !7,  1984. Car l  Jolned t t ie Ments Garden Club
j-n 1956 and soon became a very aet lve member" He i^ras
the f l rst  pro. fesslonal  nember to become PreslCent of
MGCM. l i ls hort icultural expert lse vi las shaned wlth
many groups. He was a Past-Presldent of  the Minnesota.
State Hort lcul tural  Soclety and Past-Presldent of  the

Mlnnesota.  Rose Soclety.  He also served the Anrer lean Rose Soetety as
North Central  Dlstr lct  Dlreetor and cha, i rma,n of  numerous nat lonal
coinmlt tees.  HLs servlee was fu11y recognlzed when he recelved the
A.R.S. Sl1ver Honon Medal for  d lst lngulshed servlce to the A"R.S.

As Superlntendent of l lortlculture for the Mlnneapolls Park Board he
aLwa.ys showed a.  wl l l lngness to help or glve advlce"when reqr:ested,
about roses or any other type of  p lant.  True, he was sometlmes out-
spoken; but only for  what he bel leved to be r lght .

He was a k lnd and generrous person always on the go; but never too
busy to stop to LLsten to a good story on to te l l  a Joke, Hls gener-
osl ty was most evldenced by Lhe way he constant ly ga,ve of  h lmsel f  to
hls ehurch, the Zuhrah Shr lne Cj-rcus Commlt tee, the Amerlcan Leglon
Post #3lO a.nd to tne leglons of  people he helped wlth rose problems
through the years,

His love of and j.nterest ln chlldren was ma.nlfested ln numerous ways
--B) '  h ls support  of  Courage Center,  by Shnlne act lv i t les,  by school
gardentng classroon ta1ks, and by numerous other"  chl ld or lented act iv-
I t les and orga.nizat lons.

He was an outstanding Judge of  roses for the Amerlcan Rose Soclety as
we1l as a judge for the ALl-Amerlca Rose Select lons com:nl t tee whleh
annual ly sel"ects the roses best sul ted fon the Amerlcan pub1lc to
grow 1rr  thelr  aneas,

He was an or.r tstandlng Consul t ing Rosar lan for the Amerlcan Rose Socl-
€ty.  Hls legaey wl lL long be rernembered by t i :e groups whlch he helped
organlee such a.s the North Star Rose Soclety and the St.  Cloud Rose
Soclety.  He also a.sslsted in t i re format lon of  the l {ankato a.nd the
Vl lnona Rose Soclet tes.

Dear fniend you w111" be fondl-y remembered by the many you personally
helped--as surely as the f l rst  rosebuds appear each spr lng and unt l l
t lre last roses of sumnner gently fade away' 

Farewell 
Je*v Olson

At times when a stalwort 1lke CarL ls suddenly taken from our mldst the
words of  Rev. Rlchand Hulbert  on December 2,  1974, seem slngular ly appro-
prlate. They are reponted ln toto on page B.
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TERRACE TALKS

As I  s i t  in my enclosed porch and look
out the wjndows past the bird feeders
and the ic ic les to the terrace, I
wonder j f  the snow wi l l  ever go. I t
looks pret ty th ick and deep in the
garden. I  do not ice however,  the snow
sunk enough (before the last  6 inches
on January 11th and 12th) so that the
whir l  ing da' is ies used to d ' iscourage the
b i  rd s (wh i  ch d ' idn' t  get  removed bef ore
the snow fel l )  are whir l ing in the
wi nd.

Looking in the opposi te direct ion towards the at tached greenhouse,
th ' i  ngs are nice and green, even though qui te dormant.  A few orchids
blooming or showing signs or blooming. A much better s ' ight .

.Between looking out the window to the west towards the terrace and
looking towards the greenhouse on the east,  I  have been spending my
t ime on garden club work.  The comrni t tees are basical ly al I  formed and
only a few chairpersons are st i l l  required. I  don' t  ant ic ipate any
problems of  f  i l l ing out the commit tees. Thanks for your s igning up
and helping, I  wi l l  be contact ing each of  the commit tee chairmen to
encou'rage commit tee meet ings and gett ing the year of f  wi th a good
start .  Thanks for your cooperat ion.

to study the g.arden cata ' l  og and place orders,  g€t
long t jme to grow started, l ike the onion plants,

that  they wi l l  be ready to set  out in ear ly spr ing.
ime to c lean up the garden tools that  d idn' t  get

-Russ Smith

Now is a good t ime
items which take a
geraniums, etc.  so
I t 's  a lso a good t
c leaned I  ast  fa l  l .

The only other th ing to do, I  guess, is s i t  and wait  unt j l  February
and March when the sun starts shining again and warming up the area
and when exci tement again beg' i  ns to bui id and when the greenhouse,
which was dormant in December and JanudrJ,  shows exci t ing growth.
Unt i l  then, let 's  s i t  back and relax and wait .  and wait .  Let 's defer
a couple of  the days in January to May where the garden calendar
commit tee so nice' ly gave us two extra days last  year.  Unt i l  then, see
you i  n the February meet ing.

The raf f  le commit tee hopes to hold a raf f  le each meet ing
simi lar  to the one held jn the January meet ing.  The raf f  le
commit tee would appreciate any plants,  bu1bs, f  lats of
seedf ings or any i tems which would be of  interest  to a garden
club member.  I f  you have any i tems to contr ibute,  Robert  L.
Smith would apprecjate hear ing f rom you pr ior  to the meet ing.
Gjve him a cal l  at  h is home,537 -5637 in the evenings. I f  you
can' t  ca' l  1,  br ing them anywaY.
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HousEPr,ANrs H(PL+IryEP AT {A.\ulRY MGCM MEETING
reported by Anoy MarJ.ow

Houseplants can be easy to grow or they can be proof a person htq ? "bLaek
thumbi'. Thanks to Unlver"slty of Mlnnesota Asslstant Professor of Hortl-
culture Debor"ah Brown. a few mone of us have a chance to eseape the latter
category. Professor Bnown may bg famlllar to you as the expert who answers
frortlcuiiural questlons fon the "Flxlt 'r column 1n the MlnneapoLls Star and
Trlbune or the hort lcul tune exper: t  ont t tCCO at Largetton WCCO radlo.  Com-
ments by her also appear ln the Januarry-February edltlon of MGCAT s The
Gardener.

Brown told her audlence that many pnoblems wlth houseplants are based on
some mlsconcept lons that re late to the three baslc needs of  p lants:  l lght '
fertl l lzer and wa,ter.

The most common problem fon houseplants 1n the nonthern latltudes ls Lack
of sufflclent if l frt. Not only do our mld-wlnter days have ogly 8 !o B:f/z
hours of  dayl leh[ ;  but  the qual l ty and lntensl ty of  that  1 lght ls. low due
to the angtb of tf,e sun. Piants heed both adequate duratlon and intenslty
of l lght. Inereased lntenslty can make up for fewer hours of l lghtr or
incredsed hours can ma.ke up fon low ltght lntenslty; but the plant cannot
do wlthout an adequate bal inee. I f  the plant doesnrt  get  enough 1lght to
make sufflclent food for 1tseLf, lt w111 stop growlng and even begln to
shed parts l t  cannot feed. €.$.  Leaves get brown and fa1l  of f .

More l ight can be provlded and the duratlon of 1lght can be controlled by
u"ing eIectr"lc L1girts. Brown strongly recommends fluorescent L1ghts to
pronlOe the neeesiarry l11uminat1on. They qr9- a bl t_more expenslve than
incandescents but thLy l-ast a long tlme a.nd the quallty of l lght !h"y glve

off  ls  better sul ted Lo the plantsr needs. Speclal  lncandescent l lghts
may be used for speclal  ef feets or l f  you have nothlng else;  F"ut :  Brown

"r iA,  
they wlLl  encourage pale,  ta1l ,  ip lndly plants because thelr  L leht

is mi ln ly-  1n the red enO oi  t f ,b speetrum. ALso, because of  the heat glven

oif, incindescent bulbs must be kbpt too far from the plant to- do lt much

A;;4.  A better al tennat lve 1s to use a f lx ture contalnlng both a cool
i l f r f te and a warm whlte f luorescent tuber or Just  cool  whl te alone. The
.niv-""Json to buy speclal  p lant  l lght  tubes ts l f  you are havlng tnouble
gett lng plants to bloom.

professor Bnown emphaslzed the fact tha.t ferti l lzer ls not plant food--
pfants,  t r r  fact ,  ma,t  e theln own food. Fert l l - lzen ls JuPt one of_thnee raw
mater ia ls ne""sla"y for :  the food ma,nufactunlng- proeess to take placer the
other two belng Uaht and water.  Fert lL lzer should be thought.gf  as more

iLe a vltamin"supitement to be used only when the plant ls actLvely grow-

t;a: That means hbt fentlLlzlng plants much durlng a Mlnnesota wlnter lf

"i i-t i  
* l ight theyrre gettlng l i tomlng through tire wintlow. As a. general

rufu, she fald, clt tnE ,*ou6t of fertl l lzer ieeonrmended on the packa'ge ln

ha1f. Too rnuch wlL1 do more harm than good.

Wa.ter,  the last  of  the three plant necessl t les,  ls  usual ly too generously

or too st ingl ly appl led.  A11 houseplant pgt l  should have draln ho1es.

i r  vou have-delonat lve pots wi thout draln holes,  p lant the plant 1n a s lze

,*" i ru" pot wl th draln holes and put the smal ler  pot tnslde the decorat lve

one. f l r ln,  l r 'ater unt l1 water runs out the draln holes.  That way you ean

n*- iu*"  youtve watered thoroughly.  AnQr dontt_water- too of ten.  Brown

says therers only one ra.re f ro i lsebtant that  needs to be constant ly in molst

soil. The 
"ust 

need to dry out iornewha,t between watenings to a1low oxygen

io e"t to the roots. Fluffv, L1ght, porous pottlng *t"tut::"il:1"ffi{"*l

) -



dlf fenent s lze par"t lcJ-es w111 help get oxygen to the roots,  but  you shouLd
st l l l  hold of f  water ing unt l l  the top layer dnles out.  Use your f lngen to
test .

Another aspect of  watenlng ls the pnact lve of  mlst lng plants.  I t  may help
eontrol  some lnsects,  but  ls,  otherwlse, a useless pract lce.  I t  does
11tt le to actual ly boost the humldl ty around the plant and nay provlde a
r lch breedlng ground fon fungl  and bacter la that  wl lL at tack the plant.
Ms. Brown suggests a whole house humldl f len l f  you have a foneed aln fur-
nace, a.  room humldl f lerqor-  s lmply gnouplng plants c lose together to t ry to
orr'ereome the 1ow humldlty problem. In the questlon and answer sesslon
that followed her talk Brown polnted out that the average humldtty ln a,
Mlnnesota home ln tl:e wlnter t lme 1s I2-I5% whll-e tlre nelatlve frumtatty
of  the Sahara desert  Ls 20-25%.

We tend now to have coolen wlnter homes tha.n a decade &go, Thls 1s good
for nrost  houseplants,  despl te thelr  t roplcal  or lg ln.  The cooler tempera-
tures encourage the plants to s low thelr  gnowth and act lv l ty at  Just  the
t lne wi len 1lght Levels are aLso low. She sald that  gesner lads, lncludlng
Afnlcan vlolots,  dontt  do part lcular ly wel l  under these condl t lons,  but
was qulckly challenged hry those members whose vlolets were dolng we1l.
Optimara v1olets, she sald, were spec1a1ly bred to grow under lower 1lght
and cool-er tempera.ture condltlons, so lf you ha.ve trouble wlth any of the
regulan var let les,  t ry these.

I-ater, i-n the questlon and answen pertod, Pr"ofessor Brown was asked about
the tnansltlon lnvolved ln settlng houseplants out for the surnmen a,nd
brlnglng them ln ln the fa.11" She explalned that leaves of plants grown
lndoors and those grown outdoors aetually have a. dlfferent physlcal make
up. I f  the leaves a.re unsul ted to the condl t lons a pLant ls suddenly
thnust 1nto, tt w111 drop the old leaves and grow new ones betten sulted
to the new envlronment" To avold leaf dnop, gnadually ease plants outslde,
beglnnlng wlth a sha.dy, proteeted spot and movlng slowly to sunnlen and
more open areas, In the late summer or falI, brlng the plants ln when
outdoor nlghttlme temperatures are about the same as the lndoon tempera-
ture your 11 malntaln for  the wlnter.

Deborah Brown and her colleagues at the Unlversltyt s Agrlcultural Extenslon
Senvlce are aval lable to answer more quest lons about houseplants and other
hort lcul tural-  quest ions through the DIAL U senvlce.  Such advlee used to
be free, but due to budget cuts at  the U, there ls now a $2.O0 charge
thatrs added r lght  to your phone b1"11. From most of  the metropol l tan area
yoU can cal l  DIAL U at  L-975-O2OA. The Last dlgl ts remlnd you that therets
a $2.00 change..  By the way, the phone eompany only gets $.45 of  that  and
the Unlversl ty $1.75. I t ts worth l t  for :  advlce of  the cal lben glven to
II4GCM members by Ms. Brown;

Wlth eactl and suceulents, lf ln doubt about waterlng, lea.ve for another.
day or two.. . ,Most of  the f lowerlng plants regulne more 1lght than foLlage
plants.  A1so, cact l  and succulents nequlne good l lght  for  maxlmum growth.
A few plants that w111 grow Ln Low ltght are Gnape lvy, Snake Pla.nt, Cast
Iron P1ant, Draclna, Dumb Cane, and Heartl-eaf PhlLodendron. Most begonlas,
ferns,  Afr lcan Vlo1ets,  schl f f lera,  peperomla, rubber tnee and ptggy back
pLa.nt 1lke medlum 1-1ght. Hlgh Llght pLants are most of the cactl and
suceulents,  Ivy,  c l t rus,  wax plants and aspanagus fenno

'Pest Control  -  The three most
mealybugs and mltes.  The best
mealybugs use rubblng alcohol
plus keLthane.

common pests on housepl-ants are whl tef l les,
spray fon whltefl les 1s resmethlon, for

on a Q-t lp,  and for mltes use soapy water, '

--CORT-IAND SOD BUSTERS
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 1983 SECRETARY'S ANNUAL REPORT

(Edltonts Note:  The fol lowlng
at the Januar-y meetlng. I lany
the report ,  have been eovered
condensed on ornl t ted ln th ls

ls an abr idgement of  Andy Msrlowts report
of  the t tems, appropr lately lncluded ln
earLler tn the GARDEN SPRAY so have been

J1

resume. )

1983 marlred the 41st year 1n the hlstory of
the l\flCINt S GARDEN CLUB OF I4INNEAPOLIS. We
began the year wl th 119 members,  lneludlng 5
who jolned ln late 1982 so that thelr tnember-
ships became effect lve at  the beglnnlng of
1983. By the end of  the year our ranks had
swel led to 133. Flve men jo lned the Club late
ln the year and have thelr  dues credl ted to
1984.

Flve men had perfect  at tendance records dur ing
1983 and won Green Thumb awards, They were
Vern Car lson, Burton Deane, Chet Groger,
Car l ton Nelson, and Robert  L.  Smlth.  Smlth
has won the arvand I years !n a now. Chet
Groger has won l t  4 consecut lve yeans. Dr.
Robert  G. Olson earned the Rookle of  the Yea.r
award for 1983.

A new conmlt tee,  Youth Gardenlng, was lnaugurated ln 1983. Members assle-
ted young people at  a number of  locat lons and a glant pumpkln and a glant
sunflower contest were held. Spec1a.l l-nterest groups, for members lnter-
ested ln growlng part lcular k lnds of  p lants,  were'revlved.

Sherm Plnkhem was reelected to nepresent the North Star Reglon as a DLrec-
tor of  MGCA'. ' " 'Fned G.[aso'e ' . i rya.s elected Presldent of  the Mlnnesota State
Hort lcul tura1. Soc lety.

' :
The Club," i l1ar6e contrlbuttons for the f lnst tkne to both the MGCA Bulldlng
and GroundJ' i i 'una ($BO) and the Hont lcul tunal  Socletyts Bul l "d lng Fund
($r lo) .

Twenty-e1ght Crab apple trees a.nd 1 Ohlo Buckeye were pLanted nqa.r' the
La.ke i tarr iet  Rose Garden as the Clubts Arbor Day celebrat lon,  The crabs
were purehased by lndlvldua.l members to replace those ortglnally planted
by members 1n f95f at  the same si te.  There was televls lon coverage by
two Tt^ l ln Cl t les stat tons.  

"
The Clubts spnlng pLant sale and auct lon,  under the guidance of  co-chalr-
men Canleton- Nef lon and Dave Johnson, was the most suecessful  ever.  The
net galn for  th ls act lv l ty wa.s over $2r4OO. Some of these funds are
f" fnE used to f lnance repuUl lcat lc ln of  the Club pamphlet  "Gandenlng
Less5ns We ltrave Leanned". New artlcles ha.ve been wrltten by Club members
and o1d art lc les updated by edl tor  8111 HuI1.  I t  ls  now aval labLe for
punchase by curnent memberi. New members w111 be glven a copy when they
ire of f lc la l ly  lnducted lnto the Club.

An emergency cel l lng commlt tee, wl th 8111 Hul l  as chalrman, was set up
to nottFy mLmbens oi  lmportant and t lmely events. .  I t  was act lvated Just
once, to nott fy members of  the death of  Car l  Holst  and arrar ' rgements for

hls memorlal  servlce.

Rookle of  the Yean



IN } IEMORY of THOSE }THO IIAVE LEST US
(Rev. Richard t t  e ChrlBtmas party.)

Three of  our members cannot be wl. th us th is evening to enJoy our annual
Chr lst ,mas party.  We mlss them as we pause for these moments to remember
then. We miss them, but as gardeners we should not mourn.

My yard looks pret ty desolate r lght  nolr .  !4y garden conpanlons are ei ther
under the leaves or ln ny root cel lar .  L nLas them, espectal ly the ta l l ,
sturdy ones that stood head ta11-- the roses, the dahLlas,  the delphiniun
and the cannas. Id i th what splendor they ref lected the whoLe spectrum of
the sunrs rays.  They are alL gone and I  n lss then. But I  do not mourn
for them for t l ro good reasons. One Ls that I  can remember then ao viv ld ly.
L can shut my eyes and i t  ls  as though they were there at  armb reach.
The second reason ls that  I  know for sure that come next Juner l lke re-
turning Flor ida winter vacat ioners,  they wt11 be back ln even greater v igor
and beauty than when they r^rere put below the ground.

Now these companions, no matter how lovely,  could not ta lk to E€r could
not understand me and never extended hands of  synpathy ln ny t rouble.  Now
if  a good God wouLd not depr ive me of  such l ln l ted companionshtp fqt  lo i r ,g;  " ' 'J1,-
how much less wi l l  he depr lve any of  us for  long of  these human garden{$g, " , ; , . ; - "

companions whom we Love. We miss them sorely in ' th is wintert ime, but hte
wi l l  not  mourn. Rather hre wi l l  take our nf iments l to remember then v{,_{fdly
and !Je rs i l1 pat ient  1y vrai t  f  or  the coming -qummer.wi th sure expecLart t : -_trust .

Return to
THE GARDEN SPRAY of MGCM, INC.

ffiF--C-TufE-ert, Edltor
53t5 Portland Avenue

t{1nneapo11s, Mlnnesota 55417
{r****
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CLUB OFFICERS:

Presldent:  Russel l  C. Smlth
T6ffir1dge Terrace, wayzata 55391
Vlce-Presldent: Andnew Ma,rlow
@ B1vd., Mlnnetonka 55343
Secretarv:  Mlchael  Denesuk
910 21st Ave. S. E. r  Mlnneapol ls
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