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OUR FEBRUARY SPEAKER IS LISTED IN GUINESS !

The Guiness Book of  l , /or ld Records l is ts him as
GROWING THE LARGEST INDOOR PLAI{T

Our SPEAKER on February lOth,  DAN CARLSON, is a plant breeder at
t ,he Universi ty of  Minnesota.  He travels throughout the wor ld con-
sul t ing on planL growth and development.  He recent ly set  records
for hi [h.y i l lds of  Inca grain and soybeans. At our meet ing he wi l l
te l l  u i  how we can improve our y ie lds in 1987.

Don' I  i ' , I iss TUESDAY EVENING FEBRUARY IOIht ,  Lg87

At.  LAKE HARRIET UNITED METHODIST CH.URCH
Chowen Avenue Sout,h aL 49th StreeL

DINNER 6:00 P.M. PRICE $6.00

GET YOUR RESERVATION TO RICK BONLENDER AT ONCE

NEEDED: DATA ANd PICTURES RE THE FRAGRANCE GARDEN'S BEGII . INING

Nate Siegel  is  gather ing mater ia l  f  or  a history of  the garden.-  
-  

The
director of  the Society for  the Bl ind is interested. IL could be
publ ic i ty f  or  the 1988 lv lGCA convent, ion.  I t  could be presented to
each nelv member.  Most l ikely a goodly number of  our current mem-
bers arentL aware of  the t ime, ef for t  and noney which went into
the garden in 1970, L97L and L972.

I f  you had a hand in secur ing the space from the Highway Department 
'in gett ing the Park Board t ,o agree to accept t i t le i f  we maintained

i t , - in rais ing money for the project ,  in placing the t imbers for
the or ig inal  ra ised beds, oE in any other way SPEAK UP. Contacl
Nate.  ief f .  wr i te or dei iver mater ia l  to him RIGHT NOW whi le you
are th inking about i t .  Dig up those old pict .ures.  They are of
interesl ,  too.
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THE JANUARY I ' lEETING I} I  RETROSPECT

Dr. Kent.  Crosl"y,  our January speaker,  was a f  e l low medical  s ludent wi t ,h

our president DL. Robert .  Olson.-  His major hort icul tural  interest  is

oeonies.  We real tzed, that  the moment we arr ived for Dr.  Crosley had come
'ear ly and had spread oul  on a long table across t ,he back of  the room in-

f  ormaLion about '  the peony society and inf  ormat. ion abcut r  cstalogs f  rorn

and pictures of  op.r i t ions over i i re y9?rs by famed Minnesota growers and

hybr id ists A. B. i ' rankl in of  Minneapol is,  A.  M. Brand of  Far ibaul t  and

E. H. Lins of  Cologne.

In 1980 Dr.  Crosley bought several  thousand of  A.  M. Brand's peonies when

the f inal  corporaLe owner of  t .he business sold the remainder of  the Brand

farm. These i .  set  out ,  despi te the quack grass infestat . ion which worr ied

his 90 year old iarmer/helpei ' r  of l  land purchased south of  Far ibaul t .
( i f tere ' t t : - f  l  is  some quack- af  ier  seven years Crosley admits.  )

With the aid of  s l ides showing peonies and sl ide charts developing his

t .heme Crosley to ld us:  The peony is q lgtg l ived herbaceous plant so

before plant ing choose your s i te-careful ly.  Pregare i t  wel l  remembering

that tha p"o1y-r ,eeds fui f  sun and good drainage 
-(but 

not sand) '  I f  the

eyes on the roots are planted over two inches below the surface f lowering

i 's  unl ikely.  Instead iyes form along the rooL. A fal l  p lanted root may

or may not bear a smal l  f lower the f i rst  spr ing.

A peony seed may take es much as two ygars_ to germinate.  Plants then take

folr  oE f ive y"Lrr  to f i rst  f lower.  The f i rst  f lower is not apt to be

representat . ive.  The second year f lower wi l l  be better.

The tree peony has a wide range of  colors and is sornevrhat shade toleranL -
b; ;  ; ; ; i t ' t ro i^r  as ta l l  as c la imed. Crosley's never gr?w tal lb.r  than

eighteen i iches and froze out despi te cover ing so aren' t  for  Minnesota.

Heiry Halvorson disputed this saying_that for  twent.y years he.has had a

row of  four foot  ta i l  t ree peonibs i long his dr ive.  He overwinters them

under a blanker of  leaves held wi th in chickenwire fencing.

peonies can be forced int .o bloom in March or Apr i l  i f  p lanted-- in a bio-

degradable pot-- in January.  Plant t .he _pot in t , f re garden later remembering

thi t  the t .wo inch depth rule st i l l  holds t rue.

Wood ashes said to do a lot .  for  f lower format ion are not used by t 'he

speaker.  He f  inds bonemeal more convenient.  I f  he needs , t9 sPray he

,.r i ""  a benlale-captan mix--  (One tablespoon benlate,  t .wo tablespoons capLan t
one gal lon water.)

Crosley also gave Lwo bi ts of  warning advice.  1)  Dontt  Lrust  the catalog

pi . i " r ' . "  of  pEonies to be true indic i tors of  t ,he color.  Color may vary

?ror yeax to year,  season to season depending uPon the soi l ,  t l t  weather '

" i . . -  
'2)  The tataiog pr ice bears watching-" .S: bne peony l is ted^at $62'50

bv Wavside Gardens Euir  be purchased from-loci l  sources for $15.00.

Final ly,  t ,here are very f  ew f  ragrant red peonies
been plrsued much by breeders in lhe pasl  f i f teen
hybr ids are regaining some of i t .

s ince fragrance hasntL
years.  The new I toh

came up with a new one when he gave- out.  Carrot
asked a1l  who had not sDonsored a new member to
bear ing the words wHIP-i lS he announced, " I  make

Dwight Stone
awards. He
high a card
this c lub.  "

and Spade Club
r ise.  Rais ing
you members of
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' 'TELL THEM TO WAIT -  I 'M BUSY GARDENING' '

Bob 0lson
Pres idenE
Men's Garden Club of  Minneapol i -s

Elsewhere in chis issue of  "The Spray" is a l is t  of  the var j -ous c lub groups or
commit tees together wi th a descr lpt ion of  their  act j -v iEies.  This year 's chairman
is l is ted wi th each group. The chaj-rmen are al l  veterans and Eop-notch people.  They
.16 r 'a?l '  n ino fo l lOwsEo work wi th and wi l l  welCome your interest  in being a member Of
tr '^ . i -  

'^ntact  them and f ind out more about whaE they are doing and how youLl lc! l  6 l  vuy .  vv

ur ight f  i t  in.

A fel r  commit tees can always use an extra pair  of  hands, part icular ly ones l ike the
Spring PlanE Sale where there is an immense amount of  ef for t  required on one speci f ic
day. Dave Johnson wi l l  appreciate an extra pair  of  hands to help set  up before the
auct ion or c lean up afEerwards. Even i f  you could only help ouE Ehat evening he
would grateful ly accept the help.  (Perhaps we can get hin home before rnidnight for
once.J .

I f  you can' t  assisc the day of  the Spr ing Sale,  there is always Ehe Flower and Vegetable
Show and the Chr iscmas Party.  These are labor intensj-ve short  Eerm conmitments and
provide a painless way to get to know almost everyone.

Andy Marlowe's group at  the Flower and Vegetable Show have a wonderful  t ime bust l rng
around in f renet ic fashion. The morning of  the show they'assi-st  the new entranEs and
orchestrate the marvelous displays.  I t 's  a terr i f ic  way to learn the t r icks Ehat
show veterans l j -ke Jerry Shannon and Vern C.ar lson use to turn some fair ly pedestr ian
blooms into blue r ibbon winnine displavs.

You could be a c lerk for  the show judges. They say this is a unique chance to f ind our
what judges look for in display plant mater ia l  and what they discount.  The show is
held at  che Arboretum and i t 's  invar iably been on a splendid day. LasE year whi le
wai- t ing for  the judges'awards, several  of  us were able to tour the grounds on Ehe
Arboretumts new Eram system. Stan C,r ist :  was our tour guide and he was excel lent l
Just  v is iEine the show in the Arboretum is a f ine week-end out ing.

Larry Cattron?s photography group is just  f in ishing a project  -  prepar ing a s i ide
^L^. .  r^ 1-  ̂ 1-  . . i  FL rL^ ^^--^- i  ^-  +Drrvw rv rrsay wr L1r L! !s sarupcr6rr  io increase aE Eendance aE the 

t  
88 Nat ional  Convent j -on.

Larry is 82 now and st i11 very acEive, but he says he wants to geE others involved
with hin in leadership posi t ions i f  the group is to Eake on new responsibi l i t ies.
r  ^-e ' -  - - r  r  . -^"1.d l ike to see our c lub events covered regular ly by the PhotographyLaL L ) t  4t lU !  WV U4

Committee, part icular ly the Dayton-Bachman Flower Show, the Flower and Vegecable Sho'" ; ,
the Tours and the Chr istmas Party.  I f  we get just  one or Ewo aggressive young guys
th ic r^r i11 l ro nnq- i t  1^ I  

- r r11 
. i .

rvvorurs.  LoLLJ rs €v€n interesEed in looking aE videoEaping some
act iv i t ies.  He is a dynamic man.

The Fragrance Garden won an award from the City of  Minneapol is for  helping to make
Fhe ci fv a mnro fssqt i fu l  p lace. The garden is s i tuaCed at  19th and Aldr ich.  Duane
Johnson is going to organize LEs plant ing and maintenance this year.*

The men who planted last  year are st i l1 recount ing that hi lar ious event -  where

t \
{  n. :6L'  I
\  v \ " . -  . /



Bob Churi l la was lost  in the underbrush for much of  the af ternoon. Bob has been losing

weight and says he wi l l  be able to s l i ther around into corners even better th is year.

Once summer begins,  tending the Fragrance Garden requires only an hour or two at  most

each week. Here's a place where you and a f r iend can contr ibute at  your own pace. I f
you sign up alone, Duane can f ind you a "buddy" to share the week with -  you' l l  make
a new fr iend.

These are places where a man can be of  he1p, have a good t ime and make the wor ld a more
beaut i fu l  p lace -  and i t 's  a l l  f ree.

I . IEN' S GARDEN CLUB OF MINNEAPOLIS PROPOSED BUDGET FOR L987
--To be voted upon at  t .he February 10, L987 meet ing--

RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS
Dues $ 2,900.00 Dues to MGaA--$ 1,1-00.00
Monthly t ' leet ings 3;700.00 Dues to MN. HORT. Soc. 950.00
spr ing'planr Aicr ion 3,?0q.00 spray_Expenses 1,000.00
Tours 725.00 Monthly Meet ings 3 '600'00
Christmas Party 2 '000.OO Spring Plant Auct ion 2,200'00
Calendar Receiprs f ;650.00 Tours 650.00
Interest  Income 550.00 Flower & Vegetable Show 250.00
Gardening Lessons Books 25"00 Christmas Party 2 '200'00
Gardener i  25.00 Directory Expense 100 "  00

Miscel laneous Income 25.00 Memorials 25'00
Total Sfs;molTT' Remembrances 75 '  00

'  
Honorar iums 50 '  00
Arbor Day 250.00

tY?:o;"fiil:,:;?Bn'"" 
r50'00

(Out-going President)  100.00
Nat. ional  Convent ion

Delegates 600.00
ArboreEum Project  350.00
MN. HORT. Bldg. Fund 150.00
MGCA BLDG. Maintenance

Fund (New) f00.00
Calendar Costs 11200.00
Bank Charges 100.00
t" i iscel laneous Exoenses 100 '  00
Board Desisnated

Convent. ion Out laY 200.00
ro Lal SETOO.TO

NOTE: As of  January I ,  L987 a separate bank account wi th Dave Johnson as

t t"u",rr" t  has been set 'up for  our '1988 nat ional  MGCA convenLion. Subsidy'
raf f le and other money r i ised toward convent ion related expenses is now
part  of  that  account and does not appear above.

DRIFT FROM THE SPRAYER

Don'L ask.  i  d idn' t  l ike i t  e i ther.  That dismal f ron
issue was supposed t .o have a l ively border.  Unfortuna
rather int . r : - i .hte design was overpr inted on yel low and
Xeroxed in mourning. 

-Af 
ter  several  t r ies t .he pr inter

comes out O. K. you-wont t  see the pr int 'J  l ' /e had to be
meet ing no t . ice 

r ,

!  -^^^ ^€ JanuaL Pd.6s u!  vur

tp l  v the or is inal
- -  -o '

the whole th ine
said,  "r f  t i re 6orde
able to read the

r \ /



Committees of  the Ments Garden Club of  Minneapol is

Arbor Day Commlt tee
Chai-rman -  Jerry Shannon

This courmiEtee has won Nat ional  awards for their  act iv i t ies on Arbor Day.
In the Past they have planted crabapple t rees at  the area North of  Lake
Harr iet  which was devastated by the cornado. Most recent ly they have
been plant ing t rees and shrubs selecEed by Mary Lehrman of  the Park Board.
Approximately $250.00 of  c lub funds j -s given Eo Ehe Park Board and
Ms. Lehrman is able to get a f ine pr ice on badly needed plant mater ia l
which wi l l  f i t  in wi th their  overal l  p lan Eo beaut i fy the park system.

Audlt ing Commit tee
Chairman - Frank Vixo

Frank and his hard worki-ng group provide an annual  audi t  of  the increasingly
complex f inancial  records of  the c lub which are maintained by the t reasurer.
Frank would l ike volunteers wi th some background in th is area who do not
go to Flor ida for  the ent i re winter.

Calendar Commit tee
Chaj-rman -  Chet Groger

This is a pr ime fund rais ing act iv i ty for  the c lub. Chet Groger was j -nstru-
mental  in organiz ing the in i t ia l  pr int ing and product ion of  calendars naEion-
wide. He j -s st i1 l  extremely act ive in their  product ion and distr ibut ion.
A few hard worki-ng, dedicated indiv iduals make a big di f ference in th is
ac t  iv i ty .

Chr istmas Party Conmj-ctee
Chairman -  Howard Berg

The Christmas Party is the c lub's annual  gala event.  IE is a grand f inale
for the year.  Because of  che increasing at tendance at  th is event,  over 200
this year,  more indiv iduals are required to do'a1l  the work.  Howard and
Dave Moehnke wi l l  do most of  the prel iminary work,  but  wi l l  need the assis-
tance of  people who can donate a day's ef for t  towards the last  minute
arrangements and sett ing up which is required the f i rst  week in December.
I  am told that  the members of  th is part icular commit tee have numerous fun-
f i1 led meet ings throughout the year planning this grand f inale.

Cornmunity (Fragrance) Garden Commit tee
Chairman -  Duane Johnson
Vice Chairman -  Phi l  Peterson

This group organizes the plant ing and rnaj-ntenance of  the garden area at
19th and Aldr ich.  This is a vacant parcel  of  land close to the f reeway by
the bott leneck. I t  was recent ly c i ted for  an arqard for  beaut i fy ing our c i ty.
In the Spr ing, the commit tee members work for  a week-end gett ing the garden
area planted. Later throughout the sunmer they weed, water and maingain
the garden on a rotat ion basis.

Flower, /Vegetable Show Commit tee
Chairman -  Andy Marlowe

This show held annual ly at  the Arboretum is a chance for f r iendly and
spir i ted compet i t ion among the club members.  I t  is  a lso a chance to at t ract
new members to the c lub and to show off  to the publ ic at  large. Almost al l
of  the persons who enter do so again j -n ensuing years.  This commit tee also
requires a large amount of  help on one dayl  that  is ,  the morning of  the show
a large ef for t  is  required to set  up ior  Ehe show and to organize the displays:

'  L ikewise, a c lean-up party is needed at  the end. Between t imes, c lerks assist
the judges in evaluat ing the indiv idual  entrants and club members man the
informat ion desk outside the f ree exhibi t ion.

- t r



Garden Spray Commit tee
Chairman -  Ed Culbert

This commit tee wr i tes,  ediEs'  publ ishes and distr ibutes the monthly bul let in
of  the c1ub.

Histor ian
Chairman -  Bi l l  Hu11

This group maintalns the records of  the events,  act iv i t ies and funct ions"

Hospi ta l i ty Commit tee
Co-Chairnen -  Burt  Deane and Dave Moehnke

Thj.s commj-t tee welcomes the new members to our meet ings.  They j -ssue and
col lect  the name tags. They wi l l  current ly be working on var ious means
Eo make i t  easier for  new members to feel  comfortable in c lub act iv i t . ies.

Photography Commit tee
Chairman -  Larry Cattron

This group current ly is prepar ing a project  to advert ise our c lub at  the
Nat ional  level .  The purpose of  th is is Eo increase at tendance at  the
1988 convent ion to be held in Minneapol is.  I t  is  hoped that in the coming
year that  the Photography Commit tee wi l l  be able to take on new projects
such as having a commit tee member cover our special  events and meet ings.

Spr ing Plant Auct ion Commit tee
Chai-rman - Dave Johnson

This is Ehe main source of  ra is ing funds for the c lub each year.  An auct ion
is held at  a Park Board faci l i ty  each spr ing.  A catered meal is served
usual ly by Car leton Nelson and his incredibly industr ious fami ly.  Many club
members buy al l  of  their  bedding plant mater ia ls here" I t  is  a lso a chance
to obtain some pr ize perennlals.  A large amount of  work is required to set
uP on the day of  the sale and to c lean up af terwards. This is a group whic
works hard but has a wonderful  t ime.

Raff le Commi-t tee
Chairman -  Herb Neby

The Raff le Commj. t tee f inds appropr iate plant mater ia ls and other garden i tems
to present for  a raf f le or auct ion at  each club meet ing"

Sunshine Commit tee
Chairman -  Verner Car lson

The Sunshine Commit tee keeps in touch with al l  rnembers who are hospi ta l ized
or i l l .  They send appropr iate get-wel l  cards s igned by c lub members.

Membership Conmit tee
Chairman -  Dwight Stone

The Membership Commit tee helps to introduce, host and recrui t  new members
for the c1ub. They have been very successful  in recenE years and obLained
20 new members last  year.

Tour Commit tee
Co-Chaj.rman -  Duane Reynolds and Russ Sni th

The Tour Commit tee selects gardens for the sunmer tours.  They make i t  a point
to v is i t  most of  the gardens in a selected area. They make arrangements for
t ransportat ion and meals associated wich the evening tour for  men and the af ter
noon tour for  men and women.

EDITOR'S NOTE: I f  you didn' t  s ign up f  or  a commit tee at  t ,he January meet-
-j - -  ^^^^1, +1,^ l is t  on pages 5 and 6,  s ign your name and relurn iL tor r rS ul IEl-N LrIs

Dr. ,Olson--or 
just  send a note l is t ing your choice.

.A



FLOI/ER-VEGETABLE AI{ARDS L9B7

1 )  .Terrv Shannon
Bob SmiLh (2) and
4) Phi l  Peterson

wins Blackbourn Trophy
Vern Carlson (3) share

bought a potato??

CONVENTION UPDATE

Herbs

for f lowers
Foley Cup.

L987 MGCA

Russ Smith reported we could secure a bus to the
June f3-16 MGCA convent j .on in Rockford for  $30 per person round tr ip i f  30
persons went.  The of f ic ia l  registrat ion form wi l l  be in the February l " lGCA
Newslet . ter .  Pr ice is $140.00 Lf  in by March 15, or $55.00 for a s ingle
Antr  ( r rnr l r r ;  Monday, Tuesday. The cost goes t .o $160.00 for t .he fu l l  fee
"s-r  ,

after March 15.

ConvenLion Semi-nar Topics & Presenters

Ir is /Dayl i ly  Propagat ion
SLeve Varner,  Hybr id izer & Judge

Evaluat ion/Select ion of  Landscape Plants
Dr.  Edward Hasselhaus, U of  Wisc.

Landscape Shrubs, Plants & Trees
Tnnrz Trzzni  r -h iu lor f  on Arhoretum

Trees & Shrubs for Di f ferent Environments
Dr .  George Ware ,  Nlor ton Arbore tum

Perenni  a ' l  Pror^^^r ' :  ^*!  EL Errr l !s!  !  !  vP4E;d LJ-\JLl  uY I  I

Mark ZiLLs, Plant Propagator
Japanese Flower Arrangement

Aiko WorLman, Flor ist
Herbaceous Perennials,  Bulbs,

Diane Norland, U. of  I l l .
Turfs--J.  C. Fech, U of  I l l .
I ' l igratory Bird Banding

Lee Johnson, Burpee Museum
Smal l  Frui t  Product. ion

Dr.  Malcolm Dara, U of  Wisc
Science, How We Can Use I t  In
or Photooer iodism--Dr.  David
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Our Gardens
Hel ler

Freci  Glasoe says he is
spending sunnmer aL the
garden by the bui lder
oec]-S 10n .

a

ROSES
Dave l ' loehnke 

1: ,  d?,r"r ig l ! .  persuasive--or is i t  threatening? Anyway af  rerDave got through, the outf  i t  wtr ic i r  suppl ied 9uI ; ; ; ;U donE chr i . r* ."  parryturkey refunded t i re purchase pr ice tb ' the c lub.

giv ing:.p 1ry. lng !o garden in l . l inneapol is whi le
rake. The subsoi l  and debr is lef t  a iop Fred's

who reconstructed his 
.house 

helped Freb make his
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Bi l t  Hul l  presented

FOR ONE YEAR

MORE T986 AWARDS WERE PRESENTED

Green Thumb alvards for  perf  ect

FOR TI,/O YEAR.S

attendance at  meet ings

FOR THREE YEARS

Andy l" lar low
Duane Reynolds
Bob Olson

Vin t .on Bous loush Cirar l ie Proctor
i lus s Smi tnBob Churi l la

Ed Culbert
Ted Olson

He then led Lhem in t ,he customary pledge:

I  p ledge my l i fe to the spade
As I  ong as T ^  ̂ -  ^-^r^ ' :  -  ihe shadenr rvrr6 sJ !  i -g. i l  5Pcl( lc:  J- ! l  I

Wi th a mind t .hat  is  c lean
And a thumb thaL is sreen.
Yes, thatrs the l i fe" that I  crave.

CLUB GARDEN EFFORTS RECOGNIZED

cuE issued a cert i f  icat .e of  appreciat . ion to MGCM f or i t 's  community
(Fragrance) Garden Project .

The ciLy of  Excels ior  passed a resolut ion commending the Lake l ' l innetonka

MGC for i t 's  f lower gardens at  c i ty entrances'

President:  Robert  C. Olson
ZE-m-Tenhurs t  Ave .  ,  S r .  Louis park 55476
Vice-President:  Duane A. Reynolds
f f ie.  u. ,  new HopL 55427
SecreLAry:  Rick L.  Bonlender--=+.-JJ4) 1)th Ave. S. ,  l , l inneapol is 554A7
Treasurer:  Joseph L.  Stenger
S4Zff i rd Ave. S. ,  Minneapol is 554tg
Past-Presiden!:  Robert  G. bhur i l la

Return to
TrE=9aBDEI SERg=y of  l {ccM, rNc.

Lowln U. Culbert .  Edi tor
5315 Port land Avenue

l ' l inneapol is,  l ' l innesota 554L7
:k*Jr:k:k

I ' , IEN'S GAR.DEN CLUB OF MINNEAPOLIS. INC.
CLUB OFFICERS:

v.rs!  ! ! !q

zbub -  J4 th Ave:*N:E:-r  _S t .  Anthony 55419
n Tn r^m^^ 

^UIII I -LIUKS:

5l9wa5d H. Berg
10107 Lakeviei l  Dr.  ,  t . t inneronka 55343
David 0.  Moehnke
2400 E. 725 Sr. ,  Burnsvi l le 55337
Charles R. Proct .or
7220 York Ave. S.,  Edina 55435
Herber t  L.  l . leby
3801 l /e lcome Ave. l I .  ,  Crys t .a l  55422
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