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r  .For Valentines Day, February l4th I' i}|t)

varent ine's Day? Thatts r ight !  However,  you needn' t ,  br ing any val- l ,n
ent ines unless of  course, you st i l l  possess one of  those oia ponny l l ( lhorrors so cornmon years ago to share-wiLh your f r iends at  table.  t  =rhe Board has kept ' the. ; ; i  down Lo the usuar g6.00 by agreeing to t  O
' - " -^L^-^ 

+L^Purcnase tne PfPgr goods usual ly suppl ied by the caterer and natur-  F :  V
.uf fy they wouldn' t  I . "*p"I  wi th ih-" ' t ime,6 i r . i ' t -  for  fear of  losing i  n
ln i f ; ' l r l ' i i " [ f i l i ; "  f f : .ol : ' " i "  : f , } ;* : : ' r ier 

unired r ' rethodisr churrh'  
[ ,  UBN

RUSH YOUR RESERVATION BACK TO GENE ACKLAND F CL)

PROGRAM 
ID

StaLe Fair  Vegetable, /Flo\rer Shows 
[ :1} |

Speaker:  CURT KLINT -  Univers i  ty of  Minneso ta re r i red t  I  Y.

?:: i -y: : :^ , :o*:n: ,G!," ;""" ; ; - ; , " fa i r ,bYt. foundyourse1ftC

is  nor{ ,  when you order your seed 
I  I  f !

Tree Maintenance f l l .d
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int imidated by-the people,  the parking, the compet i t ion or lack of  I  X
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Ralph is u Rl ivate contractor-wi th 
-u degree in forest  land manage- l l ' , / )

?:: : ' *nl"* , l l : : i - :n:^ l :g l^" 'u, f  l * : : - ' l :  : i f : : " :y l l :  . rh is is reschEauluaf \5f  rom the Novernber meet ing.  L^/ inter is pr ime t ime f  or  your t ree work.



DALE DURST DISCUSSES STARTING BEGONIAS FROM SEED

I have been start ing f i ibrous begonia seed since seeing the mammoth plant-
ings in Austral ia and New Zealand. Up unt i l  that  l ime I  thought that  be-
gonias could only grow in Ehe shade. BuL I  had two circ les in my front
yard where I  had recent ly taken out scotch pine trees and I  wanted to re-
plant in color.  Begonias could be the answer.-

To start  wi th I  use a combinat ion of  3 parts JIFFY MIX and 1 part  ster i -
l ized soi l .  I  f i l l  a 41" c lay v io let  p6t  to wi th in 3/4" of  the top. I
mix some powdered spaghnum moss into the top 2" of  soi l .  to help overcome
any mold that  might occur.  I  then soak the soi l  wi th dechlor inated water
to which I  add 4 drops of  hormex to the gal lon.

Begonia seed is very f ine--approximately two mi l l ion seeds to the ounce.
I t  looks l ike dust.  I  empty the seed package onto a sheet of  whi te paper
and gent ly spread the seed over the pot.  The average seed package holds
approximately 500 seeds so I  only use hal f  of  the seeds to a Pot.  I  do
not cover the seed with soi l .

I  then mist  the pot wi th a water hormex mixture.
wi th c l i .ng wrap or other plast ic f i lm.

After two weeks I  p lace the seed Pots on
stand just  above the bal last  of  the lower
of f  a Lernperature of  80o. .  My l ight  stand

the upper shel f  of  my violet
l ights.  ' I  found this area gave

is on a 14 hour eycle.

I  then cover the pol

Begonia and geraniurn and most other seeds need steady bottom heat of  65-
80 degrees to germinate.  I  f ind t ,hat  my furnace top has steady heat of
70 to 80 degrees so I  keep my pots there for  one or two weeks or unt i l
I  see seeds start ing to gerrninate.  I  am careful  to see that the soi l
dg-es not dry out.  I  a lso gent ly mist  the top with the hormex.water sPray.

The l ight  g iven of f  by my f luorscent bulbs is over 500 foot candles
which t  t t r int< is too strong so I  cover the pots wi th a sheet of  Kleenex.
This reduces the l ight  to 150 foot candles.  I  keep the poLs covered
with Kleenex for two weeks past the t ime they start ,  to gerrninate,  then
I remove the Kleenex and place the pots to wi th in 3 inches of  the l ight .
Al l  th is t ime I  keep the pots covered with plast ic wrap.

I f  you try rny method you wi l l  have Lo be careful  not  to let  the soi l  dry--
but do not over water.

No matter how careful  you are the seeds-eems to spread in c lumps. Also
of the approximately 200 seed you scat, ter  only 75 or 100 wi l l  germinate.
When they"grow about 2" ta l l ,  ihey wi l l  be crbwded so I  t ransplant them
by clumps. I  water in rv i th lhe standard hormex transplant mixture of  10
drops hormex to the gal lon.  Af ter th is they wi l l  grow faster.  Then they
can be given a f inal  t ransplant,  into s ix-packs.

Edi tor 's Note:  Dale also showed the tops of  p last ie pop bott les he cuts
oTff in cover ing newly planted pots of  seed.

WE I /ELCOME NEI/  I , IEMBEB Matthew N. Smith who is already l is ted in our 1989
Directory.

Add Charles
commit tees.

Proctorts name to the Ghristmas Party and the Plant Auct ion
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Dotcg from tbs. fits,siD$nt . . .

Movine alons with the theme of the musical  sarden--
Are we aI I  whole notes or at  rest  wi th our gardenl
I  suppose some of us are l ike 16th notes t r ipping
here and there to get those l i t t le seedl ings grow-
ing for next summer.

We have people in our c lub who give- that  strong
sturdy beat to our c lubrs funct ioning and act iv i t ies.
Recogniz ing this fact  I  would l ike to highl ight  one person each
month who adds lo the s. teady pulse that makes MGCM such a great
club.

l. lGCM FEBRUARY PERSON 0F THE MONIH The person for February joined our
e year Ls cont inuous. ThL hardest part

of  h is job comes in November--gei t ing people to turn in regis i rat ions fcr
the next yeax. He is also busy prepar ing our revenue and expendi ture
statement,  so Frank Vixo may audi t  i t .  This month I 'd l ike to recognize
Joe Stenger for  h is hard work as t reasurer of  our c lub.--Thanks Joe.

I  would also l ike to recognize Howard Berg for his hard work on the
Christmas Party.  He and his commil lee put in many hours "pul l ing of f"
th is l radi t ional  event.  I t  was the feel ing of  fhe Board that most every-
one enjoyed the par ly.  Ease in parking adds posi t ive dimension to th is
party.

Most of  the seed catalogs are in our hands. At last  monthrs meet ing we
got a chance to share lhe wisdom of many of  our members about their  spec-
ia l t ies.  Most of  the Garden Cenlers know whaL plants do best in Minnesota.
I t  has been suggested that we should buy local ly.  Why do we cont i -nue to
buy from companies out of  the state? A couple of  reasons come to mind--
Some var ie l ies that  one l ikes are nol  avai lable f rom local  nurser ies.
Also we l ike to t ry something as an exper iment.

Have you not iced that Stohes has gone to a larger format? They have qui te
a bi t  more color th is year.  I  th ink we tend to buy more when we can see
the end resul l .

The Master Gardening Program is a very worthwhi le act iv i ty.  Dur ing
January one Lakes 48 hours of .c iass and t ,hen dur ing the year voiunteers
50 hours of  community service.  Mel Anderson and I  wi l l  jo in those who
are in the program. There are over 100 people enrol led in lhe Master
Gardener program or taking i t  as a short  course. This year v/e meet
Tuesday and Thursday evenings 6:30 -  9:30 and Saturday 8 A.M. -  2 P.t4.

You remember that  Archie Caple gave a ta lk about th is program last  Apr i l .
Give Archie a cal l  i f  you have further quest ions or cal l  the Hennepin
County Extension of f ice (542-t427) and have them mai l  you an appl icat ion
form for next 0ctober.

--Duane Johnson

The apple probably
is no apple insect

is the most researched of  a l l  f ru i ts,  but  yet  there
resistant.
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GREEN THUT4B RECIPIENTS - MGC T' I INNEAFOLIS

t,rJe have been present ing the GREEFI THUFIB AWARD for about th i r ty
years,  when I  brought i t  back *rom ei ther Fort land or Seatt leo
where i t  had or ig inated. To us i t  is  a recogni t isn of  those men
hrho have surpported cl t - tb act iv i t ies by being present at  every
rneet ing throughout the year.  Over the years w€l  have recogni :ed
sixty-seven rnernbers {or th is service -  several  of  them many t imest
as they increased their  nurnber o{ years of  perfect  at tendance.
From the recordso these are the people whorn ule have praised:

The record is held by Evald Johnson for t4 years,  fo l lor ,^red by Jack
Peterson for 11 years and DaIe Durst  and Bi l l  Swanson for t t )  years
each.

The ner: t  group consists of  Fred 61agoe for seven years and
these six yeer fe l lows; Ed Er-r lbertn Chet Eroger,  Car l  Holst '  l t late
Siegei  and Harry Sova. Then trame Sherrn Finkham at f ive yeers"

The {our year rnembers ere;  Archie Caple,  Verner Car lsonr PauI
Lindstedt,  J im Perr inr  Duane Reynoldst  Marl in Rosin and Rutgs
Smi th.

And, at  three years we have: CI i f+ Br isco, Paul  Butr t r  Bl t r ton
Deane, Dave Johnson, Andy Marlowo Bob Olson, Darwin Pr ice and Bob
(Rebert  L.  )  Smith.

Our two year .nen are!  tdal t  Flumerfel t ,  Donald Jepsen, Art  Johnsont
Cl arence l . .noob1auch, Herb Neby, Phi  I  Peterson n'  Char l  i  e Froctor t
Dean Schneider,  Joe Sten€err  and Er le Tornstrom.

Those with perfect  at tendance for only one year have usual ly had
problerns wi th heal th t r r  jobs requir ing much travel ing.  They eFe:
Roger Anderson ,  Ri  ck Bonl  ender ,  Vi  nton Eoutsl  ough, Etob Ehur i  I  I  a t
Bi l l  Eowci l1,  Tommy Falconert  Bi l l  Freder icko Bob 6ager Ev
Haedecke, Henry Halvorsonn Bi l l  Hul I t  ManIy Jacksont
Charl ie Jonas, John Li l l ibr idgeo Bob Liv ingston, l r la l ter  Men:eI  t
J i  nr Mi e1 l*e, Maur i  ce l ' loorrnan ,  hlat t  Myers ,  Car 1 eton Nel son ,  Len
Nelson, Otto NeIEon, Art  Olson, Jerry Olsonr Ted Olsont
Jerry Shannon ,  Juel  Shef l  and, Carneron Srni  th ,  Dwi qht Stone r  l " l i  1t
Thomas and Dicl l  Victor.

Your newer rnernbers wi l l  gee qut i te a {ew strange narnes hereoni  in
rnost instances they are of  mernbers who have died butt  to we older
rnernbers they br ing bacl*  rnernor ies of  sclrne wonderfut l  fe l  1owg.

Shoot for  perfect  at tendance thiE year.  Look at  the wonderful
prograrn we had in January to start  the year and ant ic ipate a qreat
year of  gardening inf  orrnat ion.  We utnderstand a new techniqute of
regigtrat ion rnay be establ ished soon -  and we'd l ike nothing
be,t ter  than to honor you a year f rorn now for being a Green
Thurnber.

Bi l I  Hur l I
Hi  gtor i  an
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' TRISTAR STRAWBERRIES

At the 1986 convention of Mensr Garden clubs of America in
Albany New York one of the subjects in the seminars was
Tristar strawberries. They sound,6d so excj.ting that- r could
not resist ordering them as soon as the conven€ion $/as over-

in late July.

Trj,star strawberries are one of two varieties (lribute is
the_other) that are a day neutral variety. Day neutral as
used here means that the day length (as- long is there is
?ome daylight) does not affect thele biaring itirity. Bhis
is the opposite from June berries which uear- in ;unJ because
they are prograqmed to bear at that day length.

The catal.og description of Tristar is:ttwith this nelr everbearer it is possible to enjoy fresh
strawberries from - sp.ring until- fal1. Beiring .i
approximately 6 week intenrals. Tristar will prod,uce a
heavy early c^rlp_r a lighter summer crop, and a g-ooa yiera
again in the fa11. The 

-nedir.rm 
size fira- fruit has- excellent

sweet flavor with good red coror throughout. Few varieties
can rlvaL it- for. eating out of hanE. Has good plant
hardiness with resistance to red steIe, verticiliiurn iritt,
powdery rnildew and leaf scorch. rdeal for hanging baskets.
lue t9.Iight. runn-9r production we recommend aeisei planting
for th is var iety.r l

r ordered 25 plants, but anticipated that they would not be
sent that late in the season" The prants arrived pronptly
about the first _o-f -August. r rooked at then and, tholghl
that they !'rere all dead, but further looking revealed, tite
in all. r then potted them in 4, pots. Arr showed, some
growth but only about 10 sur:rrived in those pots. .

want,ing to test them as a hanging basket plant r potted two
10rr baskets with 3 plant per basket and planted tf,e rest in
the garden. The hanging baskets did o.K. but r lost the
ones in the garden.

The hanging basket prants did bear 4 or s nice strawberries
but weie bothered by spider mites and required, nursing and
spraying.

By spring r had 5 or 6 week plants and/or runners rernaining.
Those were planted in the garden. They started srow urrt
thel gresr well and by nid summer lrere producing. By far1,
until frost, r hanrested berries. There were some runners
and as the descriptlon lndi.cated, they dld bear on the new
prants even though they were not rootEd. By fall ny bed,--
4tx7 | was about 25* full of plants.

The plants wintered well in the garden with a straw nurch.
rn. spring the plants' started producing. The onry problem r
notj.ced was some deforaed beriies on tle early crtp-. This r
believe was due to insect damage, not the print. -The later
season berried did not have this problem. By fall the bed,
stas fulI of plants and f har:rrested ltrawberriis until frost.
The best $rere the late season berries. r hanrested, about one
pint of berries per day average) from the bed,.

(cont lnued)
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The best and largest berry was of course the first or King
berry. That stas much larger than the rest of the, generally
6, ottrer berries eac[ steur produced. The berrj.es were
generally nice and firm but are not as sweet as others which
I have eaten.

After two seasons of garden production I am satisfied with
this variety and particularly enjoy the late season
production. I think with a spraying program in early spring
to control the insect problern will aLso make the early
season production desirable.

- Russell Sutith

I9B9 DIRECTORY CI]AI. IGES

DUANE REYLIOLDs Business tei .ephone number is 422-4696

ff i  Telephone number is 789-4873

f f iAddresi  and telephone should be
1540 Rhode Is land Ave- N.

Golden Val leY, MN 55427
591 -5995
545-4404

Georse washington was not-o! ly- thg f i rst  presidgl t - -he was also th is country 's

f i rs l  rose br6eder.  -Frankr in 'D. 
Roos"rr" l [ i " -" i r r  st ipulated that he be

bur ied in hir" i i i i r . r ' " - io""-garden in Hyde Park,  N'Y'

Sorne planLs such as f  erns'  should be

;; ; l r ' ; ; t .  o ihers such as .  t 'he rubber

oi-o,ot"  6elow the soi l  surf  ace '

watered as soon
tree, should be

as the soi l  surface- 
al lowed to dry an inch

CAEIOON BY ARTHUB MASEAR

I "Talk about green thumbs!"

*********************************************#****************************************

66E"GEe&egEms€hedatr
y@EB s€dtrta gaw@effite
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THE JANUARY MEETING

After dinner and induct ion of  of f icers for  1989
Cert i f icates of  Award were Presented as fo l lows:
r  To GERHARDT ROTHEN: 1988 Rookie of  the Year
)  For perfeet at tendance: 4 Yearsr DUAIIE

REYNOLDS anci  RUSSEL SMITH; 2 Years,  JOSEPH
STENGER; 1 YCAT' PHIL PETERSOI{.

Dale Durst  opened the program part  of  the meet-
i lg by,  te l l ing about his begonia seeding tech-
nique (5ee PaSe / . )  .

Much discussion fol lowed Dale 's presentat ion.
Part  was engendered by Roger Koopman's reporL
that at  a seminar be recent ly at tended Michigan
researchers c la imed plants grow only dur ing the
and the 15 minutes af ter  sunset.

Then Dave Johnson talked. He said he started his begonias March Lst . t
kept Lhe l ights on 24 hours and got "beaut i fu l  p lants".  His comment that
t re 'used " thE diaper pai l "  when hE f i rst  start ,ed plant ing brought the ex-
pected eomments and quest ions.

Kent Petterson and Dave both ta lked about catalog buying. Dave advised
col lect ing the catalogs of  a l l  the companies you are l ikely to buy from
to study pictures,  descr ipt ions,  packet content,s (ounces or number of
seeds) before buying. Kent discussed the vi r tues of  var ious catalogs
and named numerous Minnesota sourees of  seeds and plants.

There weren' t  as many Green Thumbers as usual  th is year to hear Bi l l
Hul l 's  br ief ing on Green Thumb hlstory.  That proved to be a good thing
for the rest  of  us Lf .  i t  causeci  h im to prepare the art ic le on page 4.

Evald Johnson dur ing his l i feLime as Bi l l  notes in his art ic le achieved
a recorci  of  at tending 168 consecut ive l lGCIl  meet ings (Ur years).  No
currenl  member save Dale Durst  (10 years) has anywhere near reached this
record,  Even Evald 's record was exceeded by Glen Ives of  the Seatt le MGC
wiro unt i l  August 18, l98B had never missed a meet ing of  h is c lub for 27
years.  The night he ended his stretch he was helping Lhe Gladiolus SocieEy
set up a display at  a shopping mal l

I"IGCI.I BOARD ACTIONS IN DECEMBER AND JAI,IUARY

o Rel ieved the Ciub caterer of  costs of  paper products used.
.  Appointed a sub-commit tee to invest igate the need for developing and/or

updat ing document.at ion of  Club procedures and tradi t ions.
o Discussed need for a fami ly membership pol icy (dues structure).
o Voted to plant annual  f lowers at  Lake Harr iet  Uni ted Methodi ,st  Church

each yeaE to show our appreciat ion.

15 minutes before sunr ise

NAMES OMITTED Pas te in your 1989 Directory

Ssr i th,  Douglas (1952) (2r8) 682-2279
R.R. L,  Box 109 (Oolores)

Hackensack, l ' IN 56452
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Jach, D. P.
2640 Jervel

Plymouth,

t tDan

Lane
IlN

"  (1981) 473-1G65
(Fran) 377 -8L33

55447

Gerhardt  Rothen



DRIFT FROM THE SPRAYER
by Ed Culbert

i fould you bel ieve i t? Chewing gum ki l ls  moles.
an unident i f  ied member of  the l , iatchung Hi l ls  ,  N. J.  I " IGC int imates in their
bul let in GREEN SPROUTS: "Last summerYs severe drought did have one bene
f ic ia l  ef fect :  for  the f i rst  t ime in many years our garden hras not plag-
ued by s lugs. And incidental ly,  the dropping of  a sLick of  Juicy Frui !
chewing gum into each newly appear ing mole hole seems to have brought
under control  their  populat ion."

Several  years ago I  read that c i r ickadees would be at t racted to a turkey
carcass hung frorn a branch af  ter  Thanksgi-v ing.  I  t . r ied i t .  l ihat  fun!
I  d id see a few birds but the squirrels are the ones who put on a perfor-
mance. I  hung the earcass down from a l i lac branch. The squirrels t r ied
to pul l  up the carcass by the twine. Then they cl imbed in and i rad a feast .
Before spr ing even rnost of  the bones were gone.

One year th.e ent i re turkey disappeared short ly af ter  I  hung i t .  IL could
have been a wander i .ng dog f ,or  there was a pi l -e of  hard show underneat.h
but I  b lamed the squirrels for  i t  was nowhere to be found. Since then
I have used wire coat hangers.  Now they don' t  work ei ther.  Last  year
lhe bones disappeared in February.  This January I  saw the turkey skele-
ton one day rvhen I  went out Eo shovel  my front s idevralk" An hour lat ,er
only the coat hangers were lef t .  I ' l l  bet  those bones are high up in
the-big whi te pine in my neighborrs back yard rvhere I  heard squirrels
chal ter ing.

Last winter one Mr.  Squirrel  learned horv to remove the top of  my bird
feeder.  I  saw him prying of f  the l id.  I  saw him dipping into the feeder
and throwing the seed dovrn onto the ground where he later sat  eat ing i t .
i {e hasnt t  rEturned this winter and s5 far I  haven' ' t  seen any of  the other
squirrels shinnying up t i re metal  b i rd feeder pole or leaping from the
l i lac to the feeder oerch.

Did you ever wonder what members are on the permanenL reservat ion l is t?
For 1989 they are Gene Ackland, Char les Benson, Horvard Berg,  Bob Churi l la,
Ed Culbert , ,  Burton Deane, Fred Glasoe, Chet Groger,  t r 'Jal t  Gustafson, Dave
Johnson, Duane Johnson, Andy Marlow, Jerry 0lson, Kent Petterson, Duane
Reynolds,  Greg Smith,  Matt  Smith,  Russ Smith,  Joe Stenger,  Bob Stepan,
Dwight.  Stone, l , lorm Ter Steeg and Frank Vixo.

Duane Reynolds has been elected president of  the dahl ia socieEy.
Congra t r - r la t ions I

At  least  that  is  what

' 'PRACTIcAL TIPS OI{
L7 at  the Ear le Brown

campus. The meet. ing

What keeps t .he SPRAY funct ioning? Your help-- for  which I  am thankful .
In addi t ion to those who have had by- l ines they are Rick Bonlender
(Board minutes),  Glenn Bartsch (mai i ing labels) ,  Joe Stenger (miscel-
Ianeous),  Barbara Culbert  (mai l ing help),  Nancy Tal lman ( turning my
ideas into at t racLive typing) plus t i re many others whose commenf s,  su'g-
gest ions,  t ips have led to mater ia l  for  our pages.

ATTENTION PHOTOGRAPHERS: Bob Lvons wi l l  ta lk on
5 P.M. TLursday Februarv

Center on the Universi ty of  Minnesota' f  s SL. pair l
is  open to the publ ic.

The turnip leaves have 6,000 t imes nore v i tarnins than the turnip.
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