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SIJNDAY AFTERNOON GARDEN TOUR

August 14'  1988, 1:00 p.m.

Lake Harr iet  Uni ted Methodist  Church Parking Lot
(Buses leave prompt ly)

Reservat ions for a seat on the bus are recur-rec.
#

Cost:  $5.00/person

Featur i .ng Representat ive Gardens from the MGCA 1988 Convent ion Tours

including the Gardens of :

.  Phi l  Sni th

. Jerry Shannon

. Len Brenny

. Car leton Nelson

. The Fragrance Garden

Send reservat ions and checks*to:  Joe Sten-ger
542I Girard Avenue South
Minneapol is,  MN 55419

Reservat ions must be received bv Wednesday, August 10, 1988.

Please reserve

1.

)

Find enclosed mY check for

places for me and my guests:

(  $5 .00/person)

Signed

GARDEN TOUR ]

Wives, Sweethearts & other Guests invited
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The seniors at the public hi riser Lyndale l,lanorr 600 - 18th Avenue North,
sincerely appreciate and thank you for the'rnany dozens of ccokies whieh
were donated to our people after your National Convention l"leetings. They
have used them in Congregate Diningr as afternoon snacks in the lobby and
in some of our activity progralns. Most of the seniors here are aisablea,
have trouble going anlnthere without help and have low income. The cookies
were a generous donation and a special treat for our people. I did rnake
sure Lhat our re'sidents knew that the Menrs Garden Club of Minneapolis
were the donor"

-Burton Deane
Director

:L



Reflect ions on the 1988 Convent ion

The convent ion is over.  I t  is hard to bel ieve. There stas so nuch bui ld-up pr ior to

it - now itts over. Andy l,tarlow sunrmed it up best, t'It was more work than I thought it

would be - and more fun, too.t t

My wife told me I  would have to geE a pr ivate l ine i f  anything l ike this r tere to occur

alain. The week prior to the convention vras like running a "bookie" ioi-nt - the phone

was r inging nonstoP (each cal l  seeued to be a newly perceived cr is is) '

My job was relatively easy. one can only guess what the phones were like at Bl11 llullrs

"rra-CU"t 
Grogerts - the nerve centers for the convention. Bill IIu1I worked on the

phllosophy 
"od 

dit""tion of the conventlon - Chet on the nuts and bolts. There were

uncounted meetings, plans, counter plans and al terat ions en route to the f inal  event '

There were also fer ioas of strained relat ions, even hurt  feel ings and anger as the

tension mounted. But all this seemed to melt away when the event began to unfold. Every-

one who came had a good experience - despite the heat - the snafus - the Pressures -

despite everything people unifor:mly had a great t ime.

I started having a good time when it came to wrlte the description of the gardens for

the Tour Book. I called Ted LeBoutill ler and asked the questions Andy l' larlow and

I agreed on for intervlews. Aft ,er a short  t lme Ted said, "Why the hel l  dontt  you

come over and look at Ey garden so you know what youtre wri t int  about!"  ouch! That

hurt !  He was ent lrely r igi l t ,  of  course. So, I  t r ied to vis i t  each garden and talk

to each gardener.  That was wonderful .  I  made l t  to almost al l  of  them" I t  was

terr i f ic -  r inging the front bel l ,  wearing my Garden Inspector hat '  And though

often coming without warning, they r.r" .ir"ys glad to see me. Upon hearing of the

importanc" 

- f  

ry mission, they would tel l  ue of the best parts of their  gardens and

qardening successes with unabashed candor

The good t imes cont inued when almost al l  of  the bus caPtains got the r ight s ize garden

club shir t  despite a remarkable reshuff l ing of bus captains in the last week'  I

never could convince svelte Gene Ackland he wore an XXL shir t ,  however.  The best

thing I  ever did was to lay uy hands on a dozen high qual i ty resourceful  guys to

lead the bus tours. Most of theur uade "dry runs" of the route pr ior to the actual

tours.

Despite al l  of  this preparat ion there were a few "gl i tches" -  but mosc were beyond

control :  the oppre"" i ' , r"-heat,  bus air  condit loners which fai led, spr inkl ing bans -

that sort  of  t i r fng. The tour guides acquit ted themselves magnif icent ly.  Between

t,hem and the gardeners who undaunted by drought and high winds produced 25 lush

gardens to visit, the members t garden tours htere among the true highlights of the

convent ion. Not many clubs 
"o.t ld 

provide f ive tours -  each with a couple of show

stoppers and al l  of  the gardens of Nat ional Convent ion qual i ty.  We are just l f iably

proud of al l  of  them.
-t3ob Ol:on

FROM JUNE MINUTES MGC}I BOARD

Rick Bonlender requested a representat ive f rom MGCM to s iL on the

I ' l inneapol is Commif  tee on Urban Environmentrs l " t inneapol is Green Task

Force. Char l ie Proctor and Chet Groger were recommended.

undesignared money in the Memorial  Fund is to be used rg5 Ft?q: l " : :  Gar-

den walkway 
" ; ; ; ; ; " ; .  

a pf .q".  yt l l  be instal leci  wi th the names ot  mem-

bers designateb to receive memorials '

3-



AFTER THOUGHTS BY ED. CULBERT

As Bi l l  Hul l  said there are many to thank for the convent ion.  The var ious
commit tees with Lheir  chairmen performed admirably but the dr iv ing force
behind al l  was Bi l l  h imsel f .  His Louch was everywhere. e"g:  That l i t t le
note in each registrantrs packet about.  p icking a buddy so we'd know i f  you
were missing was just ,  the r ight  start , .

One of  the largest MGCA clubs ever formed must be the one in Lhe sky made
up of  t .he 160 men memorialLzed at  Wesley Church July 3rd.

We thought we might have 3 or 4 takers for  the hikes,  but Vint  and El len
Bouslou[h drew 7-on July 4th and 2!  July 6th.  Al  and Ann Mi l ler  had 7 on
the 6th:  On July 4th Vinton picked up 3 women who missed the wornen's tour
bus. The hike made them f  eel  bet t .er .

Albert  Wi lson was at  h is best.  "You have my permission t .o go home and do
i t ,  nowtt in response to a quest ion about pruning some shrub. " I 've got
the batht .ub in 'my room fui l  of  stuf f  for-my Lalk tornorrow",  he to ld me on
Sunday July 3rd.  Judging from the big cardboard bicycle box I  saw he musL
have brought i t  f rom Cal i fornia.

The booklet  Lel l ing about Lhe mernbers and their  gardens to be seen on tour
was a br i l l iant  id6a. Though no delegate saw more than 6 gardens, (Each
garden was l imi ted to 2 busloads of  v is iLors.)  everyone had a chance to
read aboul  the gardens seen and noL seen.

The l , {or thrup-King tr ip on a 95o day was a seal ing exper iencel  buL the food-
was good anci  t .he NK gui<ies had the ans\,rers.  "Yes,,  the soi l  wi t i r in the
sirel iers is just  lhe farm soi l  p lowed up where i t  stands."  " l lo,  th is was-
n' t  intended to be a wind tunnel  but i t  does help.  us te l l  how these plants
we are t . ry ing out wi l l  react  under stress."  Lured by the prospect of  win-
ning a valuable prLze many of  us made a complete tour of  t ,he grounds.

I f  your turkey was underdone Wednesday night.  b larne the hotel  cooks. Our
table sent i t 's  turkey back for a replacement.

Despi te Lhe woman going back for 6 more cookies the cookie supply held
out to the end.

FROM DAVE I{OEHNKE and GEORGE -McCOLLOUGH

"Dave and I  wish to thank al l  the people who part ic ipated in providing
cookies and bars for  the MGCA ConvenLion hospi ta l i ty room. We had many
favorable comments.  This would not have been possible wi thouL your gqn-
erous help.  Again we say thank you for helping us to look very good."

CHANGE 0F ADDRESS and TELEPHOI'{E

Rick Bonlender
1806 W. Chestnut Ave.

Mpls.  ,  MN. 55405

377 -3333 Stanley Cr ist
L2600 Marion Lane

l4innetonka 
'  

Ml i .

540-6358
#420
5 5343

I{E WELCOI'{E NEW },IEMBER

Reed Sonstegard
6336 Logan Ave. S.

Richf ie ld,  MN. 55423

-4

866- 3425



PRESIDENT I  S MESSAGE

Donrt  stop water ing!  Walk through your
garden and pick the plants that  you want
to keep heal thy and spend the t ime,
water and ef for t  keeping them in premium
condit ion,  because on August 20th we have
our annual  Flower Show at the Arboretum"
Remember,  every other garden also has
drought stress,  heat and sun scald and
undersized plants because of  the weather.
than anyone else's so don I  t  be afraid to

The plant ing .of  a t ree
shows fai th in the future

Your plants are probably better
enter.

New members'  i f  you need help or assurance, cal l  me 537-65L2"

GOOD NEWS

The Christmas par

wanted addi t ional

at  the church.

. lFmmEiD 
l \ r f r r ra

'sr  4! t \  at !YtJ

The commit tee found a
part  of  the reason to

BEST NEWS

Thecaterer th inks the "Parade of  Turkeyrs" is a great idea and is pranning
to have whole turkeys fu11y cooked for the meal "  A11 we need now are
carvers.

ty wi l l  be at  Lake Harr iet  church this year.  Augsburg
money for insurance, so to keep the cost down we are back

caterer (Agnes not being avai- labl-e for  December was
go to Augsburg) who is abre to handre the evenr.

The convent ion was outstandingt
hard and went beyond the catr l  of

Everyone in our c lub who was ab1e, worked
duty.

so much"

me with

vras t ru ly

our guests \ ,vere t ru ly grateful  and amazed that a c lub could do
As president,  r  was easy to recognize so many people approached
the thank you's and compl iments.  I  want you to know vour work
appreciated. Thank you.

HAPPY GARDENING

There wiI l
Mar low out

special
week or

Flower and
so.

bea
ina

Vegetable Show issue edi ted by Andy

-5-



N{GCA DIED JULY 3 1988: KILLED BY VOTE OF I ' IATIONAL DIRECTORS

On Sr-rrday, July 3, 1988, the Directons of Men's C'arden Clubs of Arerica
passed tlre foll-cnring rnotion:

"To admit wcnren to fr:Il nenbership in the l"len's Garden Clubs
of Arerica ard the By-Laws be adjr:sted accorrijrrgly. "

Such action i-s the responsibility of the Boarrd of Directors jn acco::dance
with Section )O(I of the by-J-arm of },IGCA, ard was determined to be necessanr
$ten the Board was advi-sed by ccnpetent authority that the wcnen of Green
Bay vere deto:nined to ccnnence legal. action ard had the financie'l !6skirg 1t
do so. It was a].so ad.rised, agrain b1r ccng:etent authority' tbat as soon Fs

legal action was begr.n, our Federal Tar EXenpt statr-ls corlld be r^escirded.

Itre ctrange j:: the by-laws wil-I affect only the national by-laws. It wil-I still
rernain the option of each local c}:lc to admit or not to adnit wcnren to fuIL
nembership.

. -Above from a handout.  to delegaLes at  July 4 business meet ing.

In t .he s t .ock market th is would be cal led a hos Li le takeover "  But,  unl ike

eorporate stockholders who simi lar ly have no say yet _are aPPrised of  the
ptoLl"r  wel l  in advance, MGCA members received no indiv idual  noLice.  The
br""r ,  Bay raiders now in possession gained nothing to sel l  of f  unless i t
be the E-and I  Fund or the headquarters bui ld ing.  Hence, they must be
the same group of  t 'have i t  my way" rabid feminist .s who are rewording the
hymns in i la in i ine ProtesLanL churches--and thereby foment. ing f ight ing
and scission.

I t  isn t  * ,  r .hal  wcmen aren t  E good gardeners or that  lhere eren'  t  codl  es of
women's garden clubs and even a few coed groups. However,  Leo Knack l ' lGCA
founder-saw a need for men to have a group where. they could nteet together
in their  ot{n way free from the distaf f  s ide's special  inLerests.  Green
Bay has decided t i - rat  may noL be.

As of  July 3 the name Ments Garden Clubs of  America became an anomaly.
I t  must inevi tably change. To what.? l , /hat  name does Green Bay decree?

And who thinks a local  c lub wi l l  have t .he opt ion Lo not admit  women when

the nat ional  ru les say admit? Refusal  to accept a woman into rnembership
is t .he basis for  anotf ier  lawsui t  or ,cheaper in MinnesoLa,a discr iminat ion
complaint  to the Human Rights Commission. l " lake no mistake that Green Bay
intbnds to force al l  c lubs into l ine.

\ . r lhaL happens when an al l  male organizat ion is forced into an unwanted new
mold? i r i :obably just  what happened to an educat ional  f raterni ty to which
I  belong. I t  i i [<e MGCA had i -comparable women's grgup._ Today some 30
years ui ter  the change when I  at tend a chapter meet i lg I  see wonen and a
tur stray men. Why?- I 've been checking t i l "  membership proposals for
several  years now.- Females nominaLe only females.  l4ales nominaLe persons

of bot. i r  sexes. The dispar i ty increases year af  ter  year.

Where does that leave us in MGCA? As'an indiv idual  c lub we can rv i thdraw
from the nat. ional  organizaLion. Or,  betLer--Letfs disband the nat ional
organizat ion now and let  the headquarters in Des I ' lo ines rever l  to the
r"Ed company which donated the land. Regardlesgr-  20 years dowl the road
they'  I l  i re asking, " lnThat was the Men'  s Garden Clubs of  America? Never
heard of  i t ' "  

Edwin c.  culbert
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PEOPLE SEETI AT THE CONVE'NTION
--Courtesy of  Bob 0lson

Bi l l  HuI l ,  Convent ion Chairman
Unident i f ied v is i tors

Registrat ion Workers
Jack and Raiah Kolb

Convent ion Vice-Chairman
Chet Groger

MGCA President
his wi fe,

i {a t  ional  Commi t  tee

Al l ' l i l ler  and
Barbara

member.  Russ Smith

Kickoff  Luncheon, July 4th
Al Mi l ler  at .  podium

./j .

ffi
Bus Captains f

L. t .o R.--Stan Crist ,
Duane Johnson

or Garden Tours
Bob Olson, Greg Smith

,  Gene Ackland
Fred Glasoe

Attracted by Garden Tour book
L. Lo R. Greg & Janis Smith

Russ & Janet,  Smith
Jerry & Lee ShannonS eated :



PEOPLE SEEN AT THE CONVENTION
--CourtesYff i

t l

f l*,+ %
"_"__%_,€{&

MGCM President Duane Reynolds
addresses the convent. ion

Sales Head. John Leonard and
l4GCtl '  s  Bob Liv inss ton

Busy Registrat ion Desk
L. to R" Char les Proctor,  chairman,

Jaek Kolb,  Rajah Kolb
Harold Gulde

rrees are roi boys to climb . . ..*l:"t'-?.T??il?lt"r in'. . . so little girls ean *y
about. Trees are to eateh kites . . . for hunters to hide behind attd squirrels to hide in.
Trees are for,people to look at . .  .  to hang a swing in.. .  to pitch a tent under. Trees
make an open field a park. They beautify a street. They inake a house a home. Trees
slow down the wind , . . settle the dust, Trees are for pienics . . " and for poets to write
about. Trees buffer the raindrops , . . stop erosion . . . hold tlre snow. What are trees
for? Trees are for everyone. (from the Kent€H MGC bulletin).

They claim that people who talk genLly and kindly to plants make them
grow better.  Has anyone tr ied shout ing at  weeds?

"Life begins the day
you start a $arden"

"lt's a scarecrow designed
bugs."

"You' l l  laugh when I
happened." 

:

"You know what
Having a yard."

to scare

-8



years is

recipes,
tomatoes
del  ight fu
is their

I f  one wanted to f reeze them, f  th ink
somewhat less dry or more chewy. However,  iL
store them dry in the cabinet.

Last.  fa l1 
'  

r  exper imented with drying them in the oven
with very sat isfactory resul ts.  First ,  one must have a good
supply of  Roma or paste type tomatoes. They shr ink greai ly when
dr ied. A bushel  of  tomatoes wi l l  y ie ld only a bowlr i r .

rn our gardenr w€ do not have enough sun for tomatoes.
welf  in our f ront  terrace there is enough iun for a few tomatoes
or delphiniums, but of  course we must have the delphiniums.

Last September I  bought a bushel  of  Roma tomatoes at  bhe
farmers market for  $6.50. I  ate a few of  the pretLiest  ones and
Qecided to t r {  dupl icat ing the sun dr ied product produced in
Cal i fornia- rn our c l imate we cannot dry vegetables or f ru i ts in
fh.  sun. With the humidi ty,  they wi l l  q" ict fy mold.  I 've t r ied
i { -

I  got  very good resul ts using the
enjoyed the tomatoes al l  winter and st i11
plan to do more this fa l l ,  assuming I  can
Roma tomatoes.

The procedure is s imple,  a l though i t  takes days to
complete.  I  used cookie sheets,  three a[ .  a t ime, wi th a l ight .
wiping" of  o l  ivpr o^ ' i , l .  This may not be required, but i t  seemed
good lnsurancp"agaihst  st icking. Tef lon coated cookie sheets
should not neFd any oi l .: .  .

.  Af ter  washihg and drying the tomatoes, r  spr i t  them in
hal f  lengthwise and placed them st in down and close together on
the trays.  wi t .h the oven set at  very row temp (  150.-160. )  i t
took about 24 hours to dry a batch. They get to be a dark red-
dish brown in co1or,  when done. somet imes the larger ones may
need a l i t t1e longer in the oven. I t  is  not  hard Lo eat them al1
when f in ished.

I  dr ied,mine qui te d.y,  but  certainly not burned. They
were st i . l l  p l iabre and chewy when removed from the ovenr but
became rather cr isp when cool .  They have kept qui te wel l  merely
stored, uncovered, in a large bowl in the k i . tchen cabinet,  wi th
no sign of  mold.

SUN DRIED TOMATOES

one of  the t rendy nice ner^/  food products in the last  few
sun dr ied tomatoes.

They are used in many cal i fornia and Mediterranean
as wel l  as var ious sauces and pasta dishes. sun dr ied
have an intense and sweet tomalo f lavor.  They are
]r  i f  you l ike tomato products.  The problem of course
high pr ice.

k i tchen oven. We have
have some on hand. I
f ind another bushel  of

they could be
was nice t .o merely

As for use in cooking, they obviously need to be
reconst i tuted. This can be done in a l iLt le waterr  or  even ol ive
9i1 '  Prt  r  prefer to make a sauce (such as a cream sauce, onion
bernaise,  or  mushroom tomato sauce) and simmer the crumbled toma-
toes unt i l  sof t  enough for use in the sauce.

9-
(over)



rn a soup or stew, they can merely be crumbled and added
dty-,  a l though one must be sure that they cook long enough to get
soft .  They are easy to crumble by hand and ten oi  so add tremen-dous f lavor to a sauce or stew. Remember,  th is is the f lavor oressence from that many whole tomatoes.

I f  you l ike tomato f lavor as I  do,  Lry to dry some inyour oven. No addi t ivesr ho preservat ives.  tut ine seem equal  tothe sun dr ied expensive k ind-sold in gourmet shops. As r  said,the problem is.  to keep them for later-cooking, 
" i . , "u 

they are sogood as a snack food.

The only other th ing we have dr ied are morel  mushrooms,
but that  is  another story.

-Phi  I  Smith

Regreene'd Beaqrs
Last summer, instead of puihng my geen beans out of thq ggden
when tirey'd finished producin{t dbcrded ro go over them'wiT6..Ce :i

lawn mower. I set the mower on the highest setting leavingthredfq$:f.
four inches of the stems intact. AJter raking up the shredeled':{plJcqi1,;i;;l
and putting them on dre compost pilg I was gorng to mn rli.*^rp't4ry*;";iurir
rillerover the garden srubble to dig up the ioots. Fom:mrcl|,i ;li$jf"-*$
spell hit, and the gound wasn't dry enough to cill for about a weei<.
When I went back to the garden, I saw that the bean-stem srumps
were all sending up new shoots! I ieft them aione, and in about a
month I wa-e nicking green beans agcLn hc'm 'J:c cld pl:nr: SLuc l;,-,:::
the ame and effort of replanting-all I did was side-dress d.]e,,new,,
plants with manwe tea. Ta.lk about cut and come agarni

Ret.urn to
THE GARDEN SPRAY of MGCM, Inc '
f f ier t ,  Edi tor

5315 Port land Avenue
l ' l inneaPol is,  Minnesota 554L7

:'i :k :k :k :'i

iyEN's GARDEN ctuB oF MTNNEAP0LTS' rNC"
CLUB OFFICERS:

President. :  Duane A. ReYnolds
f f i th Ave. N. ,  New Hope 55427
Vice-President:  Duane A. Johnson
ff i t . ,  Minneapol is 554L9
SecretarY: Rick L.  Bonlender
St4--f5fr Ave. S. 

'  
l ' l inneapolis 55407

Treasurer:  JosePh L.  Stenger- .
f f id Ave. S. r  MinneaPoris ))4rY
Past.-President:  Robert  C'  0 lson
ff i  Ave.,  sL.  Louis Park

DIRECTORS:

June 25, 1788

Mrginia
USA
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TE
Howard H. Berg
10107 Lakeview Dr.
Sid D. Nystrom
996 Glen PauI Ct.  

'KenL R. Petterson
908 E. River Ter.  

'Herbert  L.  NebY
3801 l {e lcome Ave.

,  Minnetonka 55343

Shoreview 55L26

l" l inneapol is 554L4

N.,  Crystal  55422
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X01 0? lakevies
* icr ietc: :ka'  t {$

F'er.q
lc ive
55"3 43

5 5416


