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THE NEXT MEETING Of thE MEN'S GARDEN CLUB Of MINNEAPOLIS

WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, JUNE 1oth,  1980

AT MOUNT OLIVET LUTHERAN CHURCH, 50th ST. at  KNOX AVE. SO.

DINNER AT 6 P.M..  AS USUAL, PRICE $3.75, AS USUAL.

Fol lowing dinner the revis ion of  the MGCIU BY-LAI{S presented at  the Apr i l
meet ing wi l l  be up for discussion andfor appeal .  The balance of  the even-
ing wi l l  be given over to a panel  of  speakers on t innely topics for  th is
t ime of  year.  Feel  f ree to chime in,  d isagree or applaud as seems f i t t ing
to you.

This wi l - I  be our last  meet ing at  Mount Ol ivet  unt i l -  fa l1.  There wi l l  be
garden tours in July and again in August or September.  There wi l l  be a
l lcwer.  and ." 'egetable show (Our Annual  Shorg) at  the'Arboretum on Saturdav
and Sunday, August 23rd and 24th.

I f  you're not on the permanent reservat ion l is t
RETURN YOUR RESERVATION CARD AT ONCE

*.*  *  *  *

THE AUCTION

The auct ion was a success but once again we ran out of  food. Apparent ly
the telephone reminder backf i red.  A number of  members said they assumed
after receiv ing the phone cal l  that  i t  wasn' t  necessary to send in a reser-
vat ion card so their  names d. id not appear on the treasurer 's cheek-of f  l is t

This yeay brought two f i rsts. . .1)  Sale of  newly introduced premium pr iced

hostas raised and contr ibuted by Bob Savory.  , . .2 )  Bi-dding for and sale of
bedding plants by the t ray instead of  by the packet.

Dwight Stone as one of  the two auct ioneers--Char les King was the other--was
in i ine fet t le as usua1, pract is ing up, no doubt,  for  the next night at  the
North Suburban Men's Garden Club. Their  bu1let in,  the COMPOST PIT had him
bi l1ed in big capi ta ls:

PLANT AUCTION,. , . ,WITH THE MASTER OF
MULTILOQUENCE/ THE PROSER OF PRATTLE/

THE LORD OF VERBOSITY AND VOLUBILITY

AS AUCTIONEERT WE OFFER: DI^I IGHT STONE

PRO(jRA[4:



FRO[' TITE COMPOST HEAP

by

Archie CaPIe

ItSeemsl ikeonly lastweekthat lsatdowntowri teoutmyf i rstofSev-
eral  ar t icres ior" t r r" , 'GARDEN SPRAY", and already art ic le number 6 is being

formulated. With the al l -  too fami l iar  quote r inging in my ears '  "Where has

the t ime gone?"

Timeisonethingthatcan,tbeturnedback.Al lonecandois lookahead;
prepare;  and pray a l i t t le that  the end resul t  is  what you expected and

hoped for,  and just ,  perhaps ,  d teeny-weeny bi t  bet ter  than you had actu-

al ly expected. 
"a 

lot-has i rappened * i t r r in th is short  per iod of  t ime; some

good; some .roi  so good. our t r . tn thus far and'  a l l  wi th in a short  few weeks

has lost  v ia the green 
"utp"" ,  

four f ine fe11ow gardeners '  A11 gone 
'  

but

surely not forgotten. On i r t . 'nr ighter s ide,  our commit tees are busi ly en-

gaged in carry ing our thei t  
"u=pois ib i l i t ies;  

p lanning and execut ing their

moves to accompl ish these goals- .  others are'st i l1 in the planning and pro-

gramming stages, prepar i lq to iump into act ion later on dur ing the sunmer

and ear ly f  a l l  *orr t r r"--arr  With a common goal  ,  to help our c lub and '  
I  cer-

ta in ly hope, io provide fun and enjoyment for  a l l  members'

Gard.ening by now should be wel l  on i ts way. The seeds planted indoors whi le

the ground was st i l l  covered with snow should have sprouted, matured, been

transplanted, and by now have taken f inal  p laees in the garden'  They could

have been vegetable crops, or seed' l ings fo i  cut  f lowers 
'  

borders '  
or  what

have you. Now about al1 one has lef t  to do is s i t  back,  (What a l ine of

hoowie that is)  and watch the gardens come into bloom and into the product ive
-\,

stagcs.

Instead.,  however,  you at tempt to stay abreast wi th. the growing season'  Now'

comes the weeding; per iodic water in; ;  th inning; fe i t l - l_ i .zat ion;  bacter ia '

fungus, and inse6t tontrols;  and, of  course, 6est of  a l l  seeing and enjoy-

ing the f ru i ts of  your labors.  Thi ;  begins y i lh the burst ing for th of  the

spr ing bulbs;  fo l lowed cl-osefy ny the f i is ,  L i lacs,  and the Peonies;  and'

f rom now on in unt i l  the f i rst  tbuch of  fa l l  f rost ,  constant changes of

garden color through the f loral  arrangements

These techniques of  gardeners I  envy.  No, I  should- say the ski l l  of  those

indiv iduals who plant gardens that give constant color and bloom throughout

the ent i re season is what I  envy.  I  keep try ing to obtain th is goal  in

my garden; but thus far have not been too^ suctessfut  in my ef for ts '  F lower

gardening on any scale is relat ively new to my yard,  but that  in no way im-

ieOes my enth, t" ias* for  or  fun in gardening'

your commit tees have been equal ly busy on their  assignments.  The Plant

Auct ion has been completed with very promising resul ts,  and'  a l ready the

f lower and vegetable show commit tee- is meet ing and in the planning stages'

sandwiched between these two events is the tour commit tee, al ready wel l  On

i ts way arranging for your summer enjoyment of  selected garden vis i ts '

So i -n the meant ime everyone is busi ly engaged in the act iv i t ies of  garden-

ing,  and,/or working with the var ious 
"o* i l i I t t t "  

to keep our c lub operat ing

and maj-ntaining the basic fundamentals of  hort icul tural  endeavors and pur-

suances. r  hope this cont inues. I [e are looking forward to more and addi-*

t ional  interesi ing funct lons f rom our c lub and act iv i t ies '

I '11 see you at  the next meet ing.  Meanwhi le,  I  leave with you this thought

-- , ,The most valuable gi f  t  you 
" i t ,  

g ive another is a good example '  "
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I {ALTER MENZEL 1897-1980

walter Menzel  was a "Gent lemans'  Gent leman".  He was born in Mj-nneapol is,

graduated from North High School  and from
ri t f r  a BS degree in Agr icul ture.  Whi le at
member of  the Nat ional  Catt le Judging team

the Universi tY of  Minnesota
the Universi tY he served as a

After graduat ion he represented a fer t j - ] izet  company--ca1l ing on potato

grorer l  in the Red River Va1ley.  He also grew potatoes for several  years

on his acreage on the banks of  the Mississippi  River near Anoka -  Later,

Walter jo ined his brother,  Ted, in the retai l  fur  business-- the company

known as Menzel  Furs,  or  Nicol iet  Avenue. They made many ladies happy

with their  beaut i fu l  coats of  mink and seal '

wal ter  was very proud of  the fact  that  he was a charter Member of  the

Men,s Garden Club of  l , { inneapol is and he of ten related episodes in the

ear ly history of  the c1ub. He, wi th his wi fe Louise,  p lanted and main-

tained a lovely,  met iculous garden at  their  home in the Cedar Lake atea'

Walter special ized in exot ic plants in their  smal l  greenhouse. He of ten

brought t t re "unugual"  to the c lub, explaining i ts or ig in,  etc '  He was

most generous in shar ing these unusual  specimens with anyone who was in-

terested in growing them.

walter had a beaut i fu l  "over the garden fence" relat ionship wi th his

neighbor,  Frank Janes, a long sin6e-deceased member of  our c lub'  Their

warm, neighbor ly f r iendship 5xempl i f ied.  the car icature on the SPRAY cover

-* two neighbors solv ing t r r l i r  gaidening problems "over the garden fence" '
\ {any wonderful ,  l i fe- long fr iendsrr ips in our c lub were made dur ing th is,

the Victory Garden, era

warter was a t rue natural ist .  He enjoyed tel l ing how he would put eight

or ten mature t ropical  goldf ish in h1s rockery poo.]  in spr ing and then in

fal1 would take out over 100 babies,  which he carr ied over the winter in

tanks under his greenhouse benches. He was an avid bird-feeder and spent

hours t ry ing to tu. t .  the Chicadees and other wi ld birds to perch on his

f i -nger or on a penci l  held in his mouth.  He also spent hours t ry ing to

outwit  the squi i re ls and rabbi ts both of  which were abundant in his neigh

borhood. That proved to be a DRAIr{A-- the survival  of  the f i t test '

Walter and Louise were experts at  ident i fy ing mushrooms. They spent many

hours in the spr ing t ramplng through wooded areas between Minneapol is and

New Ulm gather ing their  favor i te var iet ies .

Walter was extremely proud of  h is German ancestry and vis i ted Europe many

t imes. Since the Menzels had no chi ldren of  their  own, they took pr ide

in sponsor ing and br inging to th is country many young relat ives and

fr iends who, wi th them, could enjoy the f reedom of America.

rn 1961 we shared our f i rst  t r ip to Hawai i  wi th wal ter  and Louise and

cort is and Muriel  Rice.  Since al l  were garden clubbers,  we shared common

interests--a wonderful  exper ience with t ru ly great f r iends !

Knowing walter and shar ing many happy exper iences with him over the past

thir ty years has enr iched my f  i te.  
-  

A1-1 th is was made possible only be-

cause of  our mutual  membersir ip in the l \ [en's Garden Club of  Minneapol is '

- -Dick Lehman



GOING ON VACATION? USE THESE TIPS
(Adapted from an art ic le in THE YARDNER, Houston, Texas MGC)

CULTIVATE to get r id of  weeds.

MULCH around your plants.  Newspapers made an lnexpensive mu1ch, spread i r ,
Tayers s ix sheets th ick.  Cover the newspapers wi th a l i t t le dir t  to hotd
them down. They'11 keep the weeds from growing whi le you're away.

WATER. Your garden wi l l  need water.  Af ter  you've mulched i t ,  water i t
thoroughly just  before you leave. The mulch wi l l  keep the soi l  moist ,  and
you can dig the newspapers into the garden when you spade i t  up at  the end
of the season -

SPRAY. Get r id of  insects and diseases. Beet les,  cabbage worms and loop-
e7s can do a lot  of  damage whi le you're gone.

CLEAN UP. Throw any plants that  have qui t  producing on your compost pi le
6e6Te-Teaving. Pick any o1d vegetables.  They could draw rats and other
pests whi le you're away.

REpLANT. You can start  a second plant ing of  certain vegetables whi le you're
Eastr ing at  the beach. A good rule of  thumb is to al low 60.days between
plant ing and the f i rst  k i l l ing f rost .  Some crops, such as radishes, need
25-30 days. You can plant kale,  cabbage, caul i f lower,  broccol i  to stretch
the gardening season.

HARVEST. Arrange for f r iends or neighbors to harvest your crops whi le
yourre gone. Rott ing vegetables can draw unwelcome vis i tors,  including
insects and diseases -<.

PROTECT PLANTS. Have cardboard boxes or other co"ver ing mater ia ls ready so
@coVeryourtomatoesandothercropSonco1dnights, i fyou
vacat ion late in the year.  This wi l l  protect  the plants f rom ear ly f rost
that  could otherwise damage them.

There! No matter when you vacat ion,  be i t  June, July,  August (or even
ear ly September most years) your advance garden care proiects are al l  la id
out for  you. Why not post th is sheet as a check l - is t  where you' I l  be sure
to see i t?

DRIFT FROM THE SPRAYER

The art ic le on Hol land reproduced on pages 5 and 6 of  th is issue of  the
SPRAY appeared in the May issue of  GARDENING in MINNETONKA, the BULLETIN
of the MINNETONKA MEN'S GARDEN CLUB. Stan Crist  is  edi tor  of  and a f re-
quent contr ibutor to the bul let in.

Members who dld not receive the 1980 roster at  the auct ion wi l l  f ind a
copy in the envelope with th is issue of  the GARDEN SPRAY.

Have you seen the i l lustrated art icte,  "Bachmans: The Family That Prunes
Together",  in the February 1980 issue of  CORPORATE REPORT? I t  has iust
come to our at tent ion.  We recommend i t  for  your reading.

l fhen was the last  t ime you had a tetanus booster shot? Gardeners and farm-
ers,  people who work in the soi l  and are subject  to scratches, cuts and
other in jur ies,  are pr ime candidates for  th is infect ion unless immuniza-
t ions are kePt uP to date.
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SOHE EORTICIILTI'RAL OBSERVATIOT{S }MII.E IN EOLIAIID tune*, ?
Last month I spent a two week vacation la llolland. The tine was planned
to eoinclde rith the tulip season.

I arrived on April 14th, and for four days enJoyed beautiful 70 degree
weather. The natives said however that this nas not typical Dutch
weather. Thelr predietion \ras only too true, for the weather abruptly
turned trintry, rainy, windy and miserable in general. This continued

for the rest of the week, and then the remainder of the tirne it was cold, but not uncorrF
fortable, provided one dressed properly. (fais rvas during the period that l{innesota
was experiencing weather in the 90fs.)

llhe flowers (a11 being the cool weaEher types, naturally) enjoyed the weather, and were
long-lasting and beautiful. Daffodil.s were in fu1l bloom, and the huge fields nade
spectacular splashes of yellow. Hyacinths nere a bit past their peak, but stil l the
fields looked like they had been painted in a variety of colors with I huge paint brush.
Some tulip fields were in blom (the earLy varieties), but most were in bud and nany
fieLds were not yet in bloom when I left. Pansies were abundant end rnagnificent.

the lGukenof Gardens are the showplace of the Dutch bulb industry and were a beautiful
sight. Everything is kept in the peak of bloor-as soon es any bulbs were through
blooning, they were dug up and replaced. A large greenhouse is in the center of the
Gardens where everything is kept at the peak of perfection.

A trenendous acreage in HoLlaod is under gLass. Just how mueh, I donrt know, but I
have never seen a collection of greenhouses anyrhere that beglns to rnateh the space in
Holland. It seems that one drives for niles, with just one.greenhouse afEer another.

' Idany greenhouses trere full of flowers naturally, but many others contain tomatoes and
cucumberso The cool weather in Hol]-and does not permit  thebe crops to be grown outdoors
as we do" At the t ime of my visi t ,  the greenhouses \rere preparing for the bedding plant
trade. I was quite surprised to notice that aLL the bedding plants htere groltn on the
ground-benches were to be found only in the greenhouses used for retail trade'

One grower I visited was in the nidst of Lily-of-the-valley production. Sorne plants
were being grown in total darkness-then brougbt under lights. Others were grown in the
fieLd, but pLastic covered. It was cxplained that oa May Day in France, there is a
tradition of giving 1i1y-of-the-va11ey, so the grower was trying to arrange his maximum
production for that date.

Prices in Eol land are sky high (about 2 to 3 t imes the pr ices in the U.S.) for everything
except @. Flower pr ices are one haLf or less than pr lces hereo I  do not under-
stand this contrast .

For example, I  purchased a beaut i ful  potted azaLea (recent ly advert ised here at $13 and
up) for $2"50. Afr ican violets which sel l  around $3 here were $1. to $1.25. Bunches of
cut f lowers sold from $2 to $3. (Keep in miad that these pr ices include 1.87" sales tax:)
Flower shops were everlnirere, completely f i l led rdth cut f lowep and potted plantso We
do not begin to use flowers in the home as the Dutch do.

(The bargain prices for flowers did not extend to the bulb growers in the Keukenof Gardens
who were taking orders for shipment overseas. It appeared to ne they were asking more
than our 1ocal stores")

-5-
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I planted a large tutip bed last fall, and as I rsas returning home (not being altare

of the hot weather Dlinnesota had had), I had visions of how beautiful it nust be.

But ury bed bore no resemblance to the beautiful plantlngs in llolland. Our hot seather

definitely had not been to their liking. I could only funagine what they night have

looked llke had we had I more norrual spring.

1'he teryerature in Holland rarely exceeds 70, and some winters it does not get cold

eaough ior ice skating (although this past winter lt, was cold enough for ice skating

on the canals).

Boses seem to be even more abundant than tulips. The roses had all been severely

pruned (covering is unnecessary) and were about to start a new seasonts growth. Ttre

l i t ies r taintain huge rose plant ings in the boulevards'  as our ci t ies feebly attenpt

to grow grassc

The cool-weather loving flowers indeed have a great horne in Holland.

Beslde the headlng"EVERy IVEMBER GET A MEI\ ' IBER"Lo*"n, F. Peterson, sr.

edl tor  of  sPROUTS-nt SHOUTS wrote 1n the November lssue:

, ,perhaps you can 1ay the blame for th is edi tor ia l  on the l ikes of  Shern

pinkham; h;  has to be ln hls TOts somer{here;  one of  MGCA|s Nat lonal

Directors,  f rom Mlnneapoi l ; ;  who g-!- thelr  meet lng th is past weekend" '

said too manv-or us o" iorgi"g to ryGCA were hidlng under the proverbial

bushel ;  he asked two quu.Eioi l* t  "Where ean you meet f lner people 8ny-

where than in a nienrs garden club?tt"  '  '

"HlS Second quest lon:  "Where in ih is wor lO Can a r tPn get c loseLi 'o his

Creator and nature than in the garden?" '" '

"Then, Shern asked st l l1 a th i rd
others about l ' lGCA , gett ing more 3:"::i?FP:l',F"t"  {5 -Ptt t  
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