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HAVE YOU MET TIIESE MEN IYIiO JOINUD MGCM TIIIS YEAR?

Leo J.  Grebner Theodore L.  Johnson Richard L.  Lemi-ng

THIS MAN JOINED MGCM
IN NOVEMBER 1980 Next Meet ing

Tuesday Evening, June
Richf ie ld Legion Club
6501 Port land Avenue South

q 1981

6:00 P.L{.

Our program this evening wi l l  feature one of
our own members,  Glenn RaV, Execut ive Secretary
of the Minnesota State Hort icul tural  Socj-ety
whose topic wi l l  be "Landscaping the l lome".

Di-nner wi l l  cost  $5.00 this month.
Br ing an interested fr iend or neighbor.

GET YOUR RESERVATIO}T CARD BACK AT ONCE!

Once again we are indebted to Vinton and E1len
Boustough for gett ing the SPRAY pr inted, &d-
dressed and mai led out whi le the edi tor  was out
of  town.

Stanley F.  Van Vorst



ARBOR DAY TREE PLANTING CEREMONY

On Arbor Day, Apr i l  24,  1981, the
Men's Garden Club of  Minneapol is
donated and planted a t ree in
memory of  t f re Vietnam Veterans, \
the I ranian Hostages and those who
gave their  l ives in an at tempt to
rescue them. The tree, a f ine pin
oak, was planted dur ing a ceremony
at the Fort  Snel l ing Nat ional
Cemetery at tended by a good number
of c lub members and their  wives.

Ev Haedecke, chairman of  the Arbor
Day Commit tee, acted as spokesman
for the Club and his remarks are

repr inted be1ow. The Legion volunteer f i r ing squad at  the Cemetery f i red
a salute and sounded taps and each club member took his turn on a shovel
to f in ish plant ing the t ree.

I f  you are at  the Nat ional  Cemetery,  Vou wi l l  f ind the t ree in the north:
west segment of  the t raf f ic  c i rc le at  the end of  the r ight  hand boulevard
as you enter the Cemetery.  Dr ive straight ahead and you wi l l  f ind a newly
planted pin oak which wi l l  s tand and grow as an emblem of our Club.

-*Chet Groger

REMARKS BY EV HAEDECKE AT THE PLANTING OF THE FREEDOM TREE

"Friends, w€ of  the Minneapol is Men's Garden Club have planted many orna-
mental  t rees in our pubi ic areas and parks,  and, c jver the years have sup-
ported the Minnesota Arboretum; but th is is the f i rst  t ime we have planted
a memorial  t ree at  th is Nat ional  Cemetery.  In th is endeavor we appreci-ate
the co-operat ion of  the Fort  Snel l ing Nat ional  Cemetery administrat i -on and,
especial ly,  the help f rom the Richf j -e1d American Legion Post #435.

" I  und.erstand Governor Quie has designated Sunday, Apr i l  26th,  as Vietnam
Veterants Day, and, al though he regrets that  because of  Legis lat ive dut ies
he cannot be here,  he asks that we express his heart- fe l t  concern towards
al l  Vietnam veterans.

"We of the Men's Garden Club feel  that  the men of  valor have not obtained
the recogni t i -on they r ight fu l ly deserve--so today we plant th is large
sturdy oak as a f reedom symbol to honor you veterans who have helped keep
this country f ree.  And, 1et us not forget those val iant  men that wanted
to set  our hostages free, Our publ ic heart  is  wi th you al l - - today and
always.

"After f ive days of  ra i -n,  thank you, Lord,  for  th is br ight  sunshine as we
plant our Freedom Symbol. '?

THE APRIL PROGRAM

The program started auspic iously wi th Bob Churi l la showing sl ides:  First
of  last  year 's Flower and Vegetable Show; Then, of  member 's gardens to
st imulate plant ings 1ikely to produce specimens for the 1981 show.

Fred LeBout i l l ier  fo l lowed with a
admirably sui ted for  note takers.

beaut i fu l ly  organized talk on roses
He brought a rosebud for each person

(cont inued page 3)
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APRIL PROGRAM ( from page 2)
present.  And, he showed sl ides of  roses af ter  the ta lk--another plus for
note takers.  Some of the points made in ETff ia lk were:

^ I t  is  essent ia l  to a good rose garden that there be
/ o No trees or shrubs close to the bed.;

o Lots and lots of  sunl ight--16 hours preferably;
o Good drainage;
o Good soi l .  He recommended incorporat ing o1d manure, peat moss, leaf

mold;
o Plants,  part icular ly bare-root,  f rom a rel iable source,

Bare root stock must be planted before May 10. Soak for at  least  8 hours.
Transfer direct ly f rom the water to holes dug 16 inches deep, 18 inches
wide, 24 inches apart ,  and having a cone of  d i r t  in the center over which
the roots may be draped. After plant ing,  water to set t le the soi l  then
mound dlr t  up around the stems. After 6 to 10 days wash away the dir t  a
1i t t1e at  a t i -me.

Potted roses may be planted any t ime dur ing the year.  Cut the bottom off
the container before posi t ioning in the hole.  Cut the s j -de of f  the con-
talner af ter  the plant j -s in p1ace. Never feed a rose unt i l  i t  is  fu11y
leafed out,  Ted prefers a soluble fer t i l izer;  is  skept ical  about fo l iar
feeding. He advises use only a granular 0-10-10 af ter  August 1.

Spray your roses once or twice a week. Mulch af ter  the weather warms up
to retain moisture and to fend of f  the heat.  I f  you have a lot  of  roses
don' t  wai t  unt i l  the recommended date to start  t ipping but do treat wi th
l ime-sulphur f i rst

SHO!'I TIME DRAIYS E.\rER CLOSER

lV i th the pfant auct ion now past history,  Vol l  must al l  be loaded with plant
mater ia l .  A11 i t  takes now is T.L.C. coupled with fer t iL izer,  water and
cul t ivat i -on to produce those specimens to enter in the annual  Flower and
Vegetable Show. The date,  again,  August 22 and 23.

Once agaj-n we wi l l  have Open and Youth c lasses. The Youth c lass is for  a
youngster up to age 1,6 sponsored by a member who must also be avai lable to
assist  the entrant in staging hi-s mater ia l  for  exhibi t ion.  The Open class
is for  a non-member of  MGCM who is age 16 or over.  Be thinking of  possible
exhibi tors for  e i ther c lass.  Start  to ta lk i t  up wi th them. In the case
of youths they may benef i t  f rom a l i t t le counsel  and assistance from a
member.  Regular r ibbons wi l l  be awarded to Youth c lass or Open class ex-
hj-bi tors but they wi- l1 not part ic ipate in the Court  of  Honor or the Nat ional
awards.

Again,  I  want to stress that we are hoping for maximum part ic ipat ion.  At
the Arboretum we have a large potent ia l  audience to see our handiwork.
Let 's put on an outstanding exhibi t ion for  them. Part ic ipat ion by al l  of
us,  even i f  we have only a few entr ies apiece, wi-11 assure th i -s.  And,
remember a specimen you pass by as not worthy might i f  brought get you a
r ibbon. Review Jerry Shannon's f ine art ic le in the Apr i - l  SPRAY for more
ideas and suggest ions.

--Char les Proctor

There's always
(and pul1) any

an extra weed lef t  to puII
t ime.
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at the Fragrance Garden. Vis i t



RAY'S NATURE

June, besides being my bir th month,  has always been an exci t ing month.
When I  was a boy on the farm, I  a lways l iked to walk in the f ie lds to see
the newly planted corn comi-ng up. The f l rst  of  the month the corn was
barely up or was just  ankle deep, and by the end of  the month i t  was up
to the waist .  Finding a basebal l  in waist  deep corn always was di f f icul t
as I  remember.

Gardening is my only means of  farming now in my urban existence. I  take
my shovel  in hand l ike a k id wi th a toy bul ldozer.  I  p lay wi th my land
and plant my crops. A11 of  my spr ing labors come to l i fe as the seeds
and t iny plants spr ing to 1i fe.  What was a dream at the beginning of  June
is a real i ty by the end of  the month.  Now my son tr j -es to f ind his base-
bal ls;  not  in the corn but in the canna I i1y patch or marigold beds. Each
faI l  when we take out the cannas we f ind a lost  basebal l  or  tennis bal l
just  as I  found lost  basebal ls when Dad harvested the corn.

June is a t ime for preparat ion.  Our c lub is prepar ing for the summer by
planning the July and August tours.  We are working to put together exci t ing
tours but we need your help.  Fred Glasoe and his cormri t tee are busy plan-
ning this year 's tours.  I  am as gui l ty as the next gardener of  saying,
"Next year my garden wi l l  be better" ,  or  "How can rny garden compare with
last  year 's t rophy winner Jerry Shannonrs garden or Roger Koopman's yard
or some of the others we have vis i ted in the past. ' l  I  wi l l  have to say that
I  have never been in a fe11ow member 's garden yet wi thout learning at  least
one thing about gardening. I 've also never had a fe11ow gardener in my
yard who di-dn' t  have a good suggest ion or two on how to make my yard a
l i t t le better.

June is a good t ime to prepare for  the f lower show. Keep i -n mind the show
in August when you are checking the progress of  each plant in your yard in
June.

June is a good t ime for fe l lowship among members.  A l i t t le ta lk
garden fence is always fun. We have been fortunate to have a 1ot
members in the past few years.  Let 's make an ef for t  to reach out
and get them more invol-ved in the c lub. fnvi te a member who has
seen your yard over to get his ideas or ' to share a plant or two.
i t  would do each member a lot  of  good to reach out a 1i t t1e.

over the
of new
to them

never
I  th ink

June is,  a lso,  a good t ime to get a youth involved in gardening. lVhen you
catch a k id picking one of  your f lowers you know he is interested. Get
him started. I  have a 1i t t Ie neighbor boy fu11 of  quest ions fo l lowing me
around when I  work.  Sometimes he is a pest,  but  he is learning to ask
better quest j -ons at  1east.  He has also stopped picking the f lowers and
te11s his f r iends not to pick.

Have a good June.
--Ray Marshal l
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PLANT PROPAGATION FROM CUTTINGS. Installment 5-

D. Cameron Smith,  l . l inneapol is MGC

Root ing Meduin Character ist ics

Plants '  need for gas exchange has been discussed as a factor in cut t ing
storage. Attenpt ing to root cut t ings in wat.er alone produces long rather
unbranched, er isp,  breakable roots.  I l ,ard t .o root species tend to rot  when in
r{ater because they do not get suf f ic ient  oxygen.

The requirements for
soi1.  Let  fs compare

Character ist ic
;i. v.l"r.
water Volune (at  FC)
solid Volume

pH

cEc
soluable sal ts
nutr ients
organic Matter

Ideal rootlng mediuro
/, no/

to't
50"L

4.0 -  6.8
(strongly to mi ld ly acid)

1ow to moderat,e
low
1ow
vari .es

a rooting medium are sirnilar to Ehose for an ideal garden

the t\^7o:

Ideal growing mediun
, <c/

25"t
\n"/

4.0 -  8.3
(acid to alkal ine)
moderate to high

moderate
moderate to high
moderate to high

In both cases half of the volume of our ideal medium is open space and half is

sol id.  The root ing medium retains only 10% water at  f ie ld capaci ty (FC).

Field capaci ty is the auount of  water a medlum wi l l  retain af ter  a l l  the water
which can drain away has but before evaporation and plant consumption losses

have started. l0Z water retent ion at  FC resul ts f rom large pore spaces in the

root ing medium. Mter drainage, a f i ln of  water wi l l  be lef t  on the surfaces

of indiv idual  part ic les but the larger cavi . t ies wi l l  be most ly enPty. These

cavi t ies provide room for air .  Sinply stated a good root ing medium is coarse
and very well drained.

pH is a measure of acidity in water retained in the medium. Numbers less than
7 represent acid condi t ions whi le nunbers of  greater than 7 indicate alkal ine
(non-acid) react ion.  With 7 bear ing neutral  the ent i re pH range goes from O to
14. Plant l i fe cannot be sustained outside of  the range of  p i l  4.0 to 8.3 wi th

few except ions.  Most plants root best in a s l ight ly acid medium, perhaps pH

6.0 to 6.5.  Both the character ist ics of  the nnedium and the water added to that

nedium affect  mediun water acidi ty,  pH readings are part  of  a standard soi l

test ;  aproximate ones can be done at  home with the aid of  s inple test  papers

which indicate pH by thei . r  color.  These test  papers are not very accurate or
stable over t ime.

Cat ion,  pronounced "cat- I -or" ,  exchange capaci ty (CEC) is an indicat ion of  a

medium's abi l i ty  to store plant nutr ients.  General ly nedia high in organic

matter and clay have high CECs. Because root ing is usual ly a fa i r ly  short
process CEC is not a najor considerat ion for  root ing nedia but when high CECs

indicate poor ly drained rnedia aerat ion problems may resul t .  Sirni lar i ly ,  low

nutr ient  levels avai lable in the media are not an important factor.  I f  p lants

are going to be held in their  root ing media af ter  root ing supplementary feeding

rnay be needed.

(  over)
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Soluble sal ts include both nutr ients and non-nutr ient  mater ia ls dissolved in

the medi.um wat,er. Some come with the water, others are leached from the

mineral  part  of  the media whi le minor contr ibut ions come from decay and

leaching of  organic matter.  Added plant food can substant ia l ly  ra ise soluble

sal ts.  I t  is  important that  total  soluble sal ts 1evels be held low to avoid

chemical burns of unrooted cuttings and newly forrued roots. Any use of plant

foods nay cause local ,  temporary,  h igh soluble sal ts '

grganic mrt ter  (OM) in root i .ng media can be both a blessing and a curs€'  0n

thl  posi t ive s ide i t  can increase nediun porosi ty,  CEC, water holding capaci ty

and lower or maintain pI I .  I t  can also support  the growth of  benef ic ia l  fungi

cal led mycorhizae. The disadvantages are that  i t  nay provide good growing

condi t ions for  rot  causing fungi  and bacter ia,  retain too much water and cause

conLinuous changes in medium t.exture as it naturally breaks down' Sphagnun

moss and a few other Lypes of  organic matEer do seem to suppress the growth of

rot  causing fungi .

Select ion of  a pract ical  root ing medium starts wi th drainage and porosi ty

fol lowed by proper pI I .  Coaise r iver (round grained) sand, hort icul tural

perlite and horticult.ural vermiculite are common choices for the mineral part

of rooting media. The word horticultural in front of perlite and vermiculite

is important.  other grades of  these mater ia ls '  used for insulat ion and

concrete addi t ives,  h".r .  toxic tevels of  f luor ides or dangerously high pI I .

Finely nil led sphagnum moss, sphagnuro peat, rice hulls and very well composted

sawdust or bark are among organic additives used' Fresh 0M which rots easily

should be avoided. sandy well drained garden soil may be used as a nedium for

easi ly rooted species.  As noted ear l ier  natural  layer ing and root ing of

hardwood stem cuttings Eake place -outdoors in unamended soi1.

Return to
TEE GARDEN SPRAY of MGCM, INC.
Edwin C. Culbert ,  Edi tor
5315 Portland Avenue
Minneapoli.s, Minnesota 554t7
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MEN'S GARDEN CLT'B OF MINNEAPOTIS, INC.
CLUB OFFICER.S:

President: RAWOND D. MABSHALL
6809 Balsam Lane N.,  Maple Grove, 55369
vice President: .  DoNAL o'Dol{NELL
5605 Melody Lake Dr. ,  Edina, 55436
Secretary: JEROLD R. SHAI.INON
L847 El-eanor Ave.,  St .  Paul ,  55116 'Treasurer: GEORGE E. McCOLLOUGE
8812 Tretbougb Dr. ,  Bloomi.ngton, 55431
Past President: ARCEIE CAPLE
722t -  15 Ave. S.,  Richf ie ld,  55423
Director: GMf CAI{INE
72Og Tbomas Ave. S.,  Richf ie ld,  55423
Director: CEET E. GROGEB
6836 Creston Road, Edina 55435
Director: GARY J. MAGRUM
9532 Oakland Ave. S.,  Bloomington, 55420
Director: PHILIP M. PETERSON
6529 Knox Ave. S. ,  Richf ie l -d_.55423

You are urged to iavite prospective
members to our meetings, hopefully
with their applications filled out, bul
bring them anyway! 
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