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BULLETIT{ OF THE M€N'S GARDEN CLUB OFMIIINEAPOLIS.
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June L987, Volume 45, Number 6

NEXT MGCM MEETING

TUESDAY EVENING JUNE 9rh,  L987

LAKE HARRIET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
CHOWEN AVENUE SOUTH aT 49t.h STREET

DINNER 6:00 P.M. PRICE $6.00
PROGRAM: HOW TO PREPARE PLAI{TS FOR SHOW

GET YOUR RESERVATIONS TO RICK BONLENDER AT ONCE
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THE APRIL MEETING REVIEWEq

we_had_a geography lesson on Apr iL L4. shir ley l " {ah Kooyman is
a l i t t le woman with a big voice which carr ies wel l .  She also
is agi le.  s lu kept running back and f  or th f  rom pro j  ect .or  Lo
screen.to point  out  locaLions on the big map of  Atai ta.  The
foot high stage and semi-darkness were no dbLerrents.

I t : .  Kooyman's object ive on t .he t r ip descr ibed was to st .udy
Alaskan wi ld planLs. This meant rbnt ing a car ($:OO per week)
a. t  Anchorage, dr iv ing to a l ikely spot. ,  then backpacking " into
the back counl ty" .  At  Mt.  r ' {cKinley- al l  campsiLes were Iaken
so she "camped in the dir t .  I t  was nippy". '

The Alaskan scenery was nuch l ike that  of  our North Shore.  The
rocks looked yery- sharp-- ideal  f  or  punctur ing packs. we sa\.v
the Alaskan pipe- l ine snaking along, glacier i ,^a f inger-r ike
lake in c louds,,a t rapper 's log ca6in-with sod roof,"moist  tun-
dra and dry tundra.  And despi ie Kooyman's disclaimer of  in-
Lerest  in wi ld l i fe Lhere were pictures of  car ibou and Dal l 's
sheep. In answer-- to quest ions:  " I f  you are a f isherman Alaska
is the place".  .  .  . "Mosqui toes? Aagh! ! i '

T1r"  major part .  of  the program was devoted to wi ld plants.
Shown and descr ibed were crowberry,  l ingonberryt  p ine blueberry,
Labrador tea,  monkshood, two var ieLies or f i reweed. rceland
popPy in several  colors,  Alpine harebel l ,  pyrola in seed, rndian
pain_tbru-sh, _lupin,  'o lh i te burnet-  wirrdf  Lower and l iverwort ._
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MGCM '  S COI{MUNITY FRAGRANCE GARDEN
at.  19 t .h S treet and Aldr ich Avenue SouLh, Minneapol is

By t .he t . ime you get t .h is issue of  the GARDEN SPRAY our Fragrance Garden
wi l l  be planted and wait ing for  your green t .humbs and tender loving care.
HELP IT GROII I !  We want our garden in t ip top shape to show off  our new
perennials conLr ibuted by Nat.e.  Siegel .  I f  you are not on the maintenance
schedule do make a Lr ip to see NaLe's f ine conLr ibut ion--3O clemat is plus
assorted perennials.  Nate you are real ly helping us get ready for the
1988 MGCA convent ion.  Thanks so much.

--Duane Johnson (824-0295) CommitLee Chairman

SUMMER MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE - CO
(  r ' ind your

May 31
June 7
June L4
June 21
June 28
July 5
July L2
July L9
July 26
Aug. 2
Aug. 9
Aug. 16
Aug. 23
Aug. 30
Sept.  6
Sept.13
Sept.  20

- June 6
- June 13
- June 20
- June 27
- July 4
- July LL
- July 18
- July 25
- Aug. 1
- Aug. 8
- Aug. 15
- Aug. 22
- Aug. 29
- Sept.  5
-  Sept.  L2
- SepL. 19
- Sept.  26

name below. Put the date on vour calendar.

Russ SmiLh & Stan Crist
Duane Reynolds & David Kel ley
Jeff  Pearson & Andy l {ar low
Herb Neby & Lloyd I , { i t ts tock
Vinton Bouslough & Glenn Bart .sch
CheL Groger & Glenn Olson
Archie Caple & Al  Mi l ler
Leo Grebner & Russ Backes
Joe Stenger & Carleton Nelson
Phi l  PeLerson & Ed Culbert
Laxry Bagge & Dwight Stone
RoberL Roberg & Howard Berg
Bi l l  Hanson & Riehard Tepley
Dave Moehnke & John Weeks'
Lloyd t{erburn & Jerry Shannon
Bob Olson & Riek Bonlender
Walter Gustafson & Charles Jonas

OCTOBER 3 CLEAN UP

If  you are not able to work on your week please conLact one of  the al ter-
nates below or chanse with someone on t ,he schedule"
Al t ,ernates :  Donal  d 'Donnel  L (926-7159 )

i ; ; ;  i " i i  (ssi-0s10) 
-  

bale Durst  (e22-66s8)
Chuck Benson (g++: iOe: l  Char l ie ProcLor (893-1S78)

e
o
o

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR I ' IAINTENANCE CRET'I

I t  looks as though with the dry spr ing the garden wi l l  need frequent
water ing.  Br ing spray nozzLe and spr inkler.  The grass wi l l  need
waler ing as the Society .For The Bl ind does not waLer but does mow.
The hose is at .  the garden (Southwest cornerrrose area).
Make contact  wi th y5ur partner so the gardeir  st .ays moist  and weed free.
Br ing your own tools (hoe, rake, shovel ,  et .c.  )
Br ing a plast . ic  bag for weeds and other debr is.  Leave bags by the
enLranee--or take them home i f  that  is  possible.

:k ir :k :k :k

Honorary member Ot. t .o S. Nelson has sold his home on Girard Avenue South.
Minnie bnd he have moved into the Augustana Home" Their  new address (no
phone yeL) is:

Ott.o S. Nelson
t020 Easl  l7t .h Street. ,  Apt.  334
Minneapol is,  MN 55t+04
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' 'TELL THEM TO I^TAIT - IIM BUSY GARDENING''

Bob Olson
President
Menrs Garden Club of  Minneapol i .s

I  received a let ter f rom the President of the Menrs Garden Club of Amerlca stat ing
that l t  was his intent lon to introduce a resolut ion to substant ial ly raise the
annual dues. He will introduce this resol-ution at the National- Convention this
Ju1y. He fel t  that in al l  fa irness this should be a thought out decision of al l  the
menbers of the Men's Garden Club of America. He dld not want to have this a surpr ise
subject at  the busl-ness meeting nor did he want anyone to think i t  wasbeingrai l -
roaded through.

The yearly dues would be increased fron $10.00 to $20.00. Although this is a sub-
stant ial  increase, i t  was his opinion that i t  ls necessary i f  a balanced annual
budget ls to be achieved. I t  is possible that thls yearts expenditures wi l l  exceed
revenues. The out look for next year is even less br lght.

Ovet 407" of the dues is spent on the publlcatlon of the magazine, The Gardener.
I t  is the intent ion of the Presldent and National Board of Directors to provide a
very hlgh qual i ty publ icat ion together with programs which wi l l  be avai lable to al l
c lubs and members. Attempts to make the magazine sel f  support ing have been unsuccess-
ful .  I t  is  d i f f icul t  to sel l  advert is i .ng to a journal  wi th 9,000 to 10,000 readers
who are scattered over the ent ire United States

The Natlonal President has asked that each group discuss.this subject among them-
selves and come to a consensus. The delegates to the Nat ional Convent ion should
then be apprised of the clubts wishes and instructed how they should vote on thi .s
lssue.r As you can see, i t  ls a subject of  some importance. I t  wi l l  mean an increase
of our c lubfs dues from $25.00 to $35.00 each year.  This may cause some of our mem-
bers to let  their  nenbership drop. 0n the other hand, \re are al l  anxious to support
any necessary projects and act ions of the Nat ional group.

Please dlscuss this amongst yourselves and contact me, a member of the Board of
Directors, or Russ Smith, our Nat ional Representat ive, to get more i .nformatlon about
this subject.  We wi l l  d iscuss this further at the June neet ing. Anyone who wishes
a xerox copy of the let ter and information I  recelved from the Nat ional President
should get in touch with me

**************

On a lighter note, I would like to thank everyone involved with the Annual Plant Sale
for their  ef forts.  The Carleton Nelson Fani ly performed in their  usual peerless
fashion. Dave Johnson and his crew ran the auct lon with gusto and a dramatic f lare.
The f inances ha.ve yef to he determined brrt  the ini t ia l  reoort  is qui te favorable. There
were many wilLing hands to help clean up after the function and everyone was on his way
home by 9245, Thanks again to everyone who helped.

'r n b nol cno3b lor Oc Srtd[Gt to lovc lolcn; hc \

Eurt dfo bric lcodr.
.
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NOTES FROM THE MAY 5 I ' IGCM DIRECTORS MEETING

oThe per meal calculat ions for  the Dayton,/Bachman f lower show meet ing_did
not include enough for the graLui ty.  The balance from lhe Apr i l  meal was
enough Lo cover i t .  unexpecied extra cost  of  the Daytonts meal.  Rick
Bonlender has tul ip and crocus bulbs f rom the show to be planted in the
Fragrance Garden.

eAl l  p lants for  the auct ion wi l l  be purchased on consignment and wi l l  be
returned i f  not  sold.

eThe f lea market wi l l  be held at  Bob Churi l lars.  Rick Bonlender wi l l  pr int .
f l iers and signs and also Ery to geL an announcement_in t ,he-papers.  Plants
not sold at  t6e Farmers Market wi l l  be sold at  the Flea Market.

cAn ad hoc commit t .ee was formed to invesLigate the possibi l i ty  of  purchasing
bulk gardening i tems to be sold for  a smal l  prof i t .  at  Lhe mernbership meeL-
ings.-  Commit t .ee members include Rick Bonlender,  Russ Smith,  and Bob
Churi l1a.

cFormer c lub member Reuben Magrum died. Phi t
at tended the funeral .  Bob Olson sent a card
Jerrv is a c lub member and is act ive on t .he

Peterson and Ed Culbert
f rom the club. Reuben's son

Fragrance Garden commi t  t .ee .

oNate Siegel  has s igned a conLract  wi th Bachmans t ,o planL clemat is along
the fence of  the Fragrance Garden.

oNATIONAL DUES: MGCA is consider ing doubl ing dues to $20 and insLi tut ing
f f igprocedures. Inaddi t ionthereisabigpusht,oincrease
the magazine aavert is ing revenue in order to make the magazine rnore sel f
sustaining. Each elub has been asked to f ind an dd sales volunteer.  The
club wi l l  receive L57" of  the revenue i t .  ra ises.  Give your feedback to the
board and MGCA delegates.  The issue wi l l  be brought up for discussion at
the June membership meet ing.  We wi l l  pol l  members on their  f inal  decis ion.
The board wi l l  d i rect  the MGCA delegates on how to voLe on Lhe issue aL
the convent ion

Russ Smith reported that,  Lhere was general ly a negaLive opinion among the
directors regarding doubl ing the dues. They real ize the need to increase
dues but,  fe l t  i t .  may be too high an increase. I t  was fel t  that  Lhe in-
crease should be an incremental  increase over a longer per iod of  t ime.
I f  Lhe membership fee is doubled then a l i fet ime membership at  $100 is an
attract ive deal .

:k :ts :k :k :k

THE AUCTION: I  had some not.es on the going pr ices at .  the auct, ion bt !  they
Eave-- Isappeared. Not losL is memory of  the leafy courtyard chosen for
the farmers'MarkeL nor of  the.""ordiunist  who piayed aira sang for us
there.  Those who sat at  tables t .here had an idyl l ic  spot, .  Somehow i t
brought to mind the biergarten of  the l i t t le Gaslhaus in t .he Taunus forest
where, in AugusE L932, T sat  l is tening to HiLler rant over t .he radio.  But
I  couidntt  t i r ry in rever ie I  had t .o go inside where the auct ion was going
on. St i l l ,  the Lynnhurst  court .yard were i t .  b ig enough would be a f ine s i te
for the auct ion.  t r {e 'd lack the beer,  but ,  what a rel ief  i t  would be to
hear Dwight Stone instead of  a Hi t ler .

E.  C. c,

Kale is t .he leafy vegetable wi th the highest calc ium content.
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"lt 's nice of them to give us seeds. I just wish
they wouldn't bury them in the ground and pour
water on them first."

4,
5

"l think you definitely left them in the coldframe
too long."

6

"That's my garden. A thing of beauty and a job
forever."

"Life begins the daY
you stan a garden"
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THE (PLAt ' tT) DOCTORf S ADVICE
by Chuck Levine

CARE OF HANGING PLANTERS

Hanging baskeLs are usual ly made of  p last ie or ceramic.  Select  p lanters
that are not only at t racLive but,  a lso those which have holes in the boLtom
f or drainage. At. t . ract ive containers wi l l  encourage you to take your plants
indoors wh6n frost  t .hreatens this fa l l .  t4any of  o i l r  butdoor "basicet"  f lants
such as asparagus ferns,  wax begonias,  fuchsias,  iv ies,  geraniums, im-
pat iens and even cascading petunias can be carr ied over indoors in a sunny
window.

l , lost  containers placed outdoors wi l l  need to be wat.ered every duy, especial ly
i f  growing in a sunny or windy locat ion.  When you do water,  be sure to use
tepid water and give your plants a t .horough soaking unt i l  water dr ips f rom
the drainage hole.  Plants are best watered ear ly in the day so that al l
excess moisLure has evaporated from the fol iage by nightfal l .  This is one
of the precaut ions t ,hat .  you can take to prevenl  f  o l iar  p lant diseases.

Wel l -establ ished plants should be fed every two weeks with an al l -purpose
water soluble fer tLLizer such as a 10-10-10 or a 5-10-10 as is used on
most houseplants.  Micro-nuLr ient  def iencies can be prevented by al ternat-
ing your feedings with an organic fer t . iL izer such as' f ish emulsio. t  or  l iquid
seaweed. Always fert i l ize on moist  soi l .  Using fert iL izer on dry soi l  can
burn sensi t . ive plal t  roots.  I f  a l l  Lhis fer t i l iz ing sounds l ike too much
effort  there is-a t 'Lazy personts" al ternat ive.  A s low release pel leted
fert . iL izer such as Osmacot.e (L4-t4-L/+) can be mixed with the soi l  accord-
ing to label  d i rect ions.  Al though more expensive,  i ts advantage is Lhat
one appl icat ion can last ,  as long as three months.

I f  you st i l l  haven' t ,  pot ted any hanging. plants there is st , i l l  p lenLy of
t ime. A good al l -purpose l ight  weight,  soi l less mix can be made using t ,he
f  o l lowing recipe: 1- parL peat.  moss, 1 part  per l ipe,  1-  part  vermicul iLe
and 2 Tbsp. dolomit ic l ime per L2" pot.  This soi l less mix is greaL for
most houseplants as wel l .  I  hope t .h is inf  ormat. ion wi l l  help make your
gardening ef for ts a cont inuing success !

THE DUES INCREASE ISSUE An Edi tor ia l

Dr.  Olson as MGCM president,  wanted to remain neutral  in present ing the
MGCA dues increase proposal .  Tim Smith,  president of  the Kent Ohio I , IGC,
was i rate.  t t l  wi l l  make sure al l  L4 of  our delesates are heard. t t  Your
edi tor ,  too,  has quest ions.  e.g.  Wontt  d i rect  b i l l ing for  dues invi te
indiv idual  members to drop out of  MGCA? Local  c lubs are unl ikely to
pol ice membership or to expel  those who ignore the MGCA bi l l .

advert is ing in THE GARDENER l ike sol ic i t , ing ads for
asking for a hand-out?

Isnt  t  t , ry ing to sel l
P.T.A. napkins-- just ,

What other t tservices" ot ,her than direct  b i l l ing are
many an organi  zaLLon added t tservices"--which few wan
increases in dues.

being dreamed up? In
t  or  use--go with

How many MGCM off icers or directors have read or made use of  the current
mater ia l  ?

Final ly,  why have there been large overdraf t .s? Given an operat ing

budget one should st ick to i t .  Ant ic ipat ld income, l ikewise, should be
real ist ic not merely hoped for.  Tf ,  then, income decreases, budgeted ex-
pendi tures must be cut prompt ly.
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DRIFT FROI,I THE SPRAYER
by Ed Culbert .

The American Society of  Landscape Archi tect .s c i tes 26 landscape feature
trends which, they 

-sayr 
are r t lNrr .  Nineteen are out of  my province; bgt-

I  am al l  f .or '#1 M-en's-Garden Clubs, #3 Nat ive plants,  #4 Home-made mulches,
#9 Wildf lower meadows, #L4 Street t . rees,  #L8 Ground covers (especial ly
creeping Charl ie and moneywort)  and #1-9 Compost ing._ I f  yo!  gre interesLed
Hammocki  are #L on the "OUT" l is t ,  Azalea gardens #6, Mowed lawns #9,
Rai l road t ies #L6, Turf  grass #18, Bagging leaves #19, Spr inklers #24 and
Riding mowers #26,

A recent mai l  brought me advert is ing f rom a real tor ,  a Gary Perraul t .  One
sheet addressed t tDEar Gardening Fr i6ndstt  introduces him as' t ta new member
of t ,he Ramsey County Garden ClIb" and says, "My interest  in gardening began
several  years ago whi le at tending the Universi ty of  Minnesota.  In fact ,
my interest  in plants,  form and color,  and the plant sciences led me to
r,rajor in Landscaping Hort . icul ture.  And, af ter  complet ing the programr I
cont inued on t ,o f  in ish a second ma j  or  in Plant.  Pat.hology.

"Now as a real tor  whi le I  help buyers and sel lers wi th Lheir  real  estate
transact ions,  I  f requent ly of fer  suggest. ions on landscape design. Having
worked several  years in landscape design and contruct ion I  have seen some
very interest in!  yards."

The reverse side of  the sheet is devoted to ORNAI"IENTAL GRASSES (10 l ines),
and S0ILS--WHAT ARE THEY? (34 l ines).  I t .  ends COME AND VISIT l ' lY PEREN-
NIAL GARDENS (at)  2229 N. Margaret  St, ,  N. St.  Paul ,  Mi{ .  There is a
sketch showing how to get t .here

AnoLher issue of  Perraul t ts let . ter  contains'-ot i ieminder i \oLes on pruning and
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