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BULLETIN OF THE MEN'S GARDEN CLUB OF MINNEAPOLIS.

ThC NEXT MEETING Of thc MEN'S GARDEN CLUB Of MINNEAPOLIS
-(TEe Cst bef ore Ehe naEional  convent ion)

I^/ i l l  be held at  6 P.M. on TUESDAY JUNE L4th.  1988

DINNER: $6.00

RESER.VATIONS TO RICK BONLENDER PROMPTLY PLEAS E

AT ThC PERSHING PARK FIELDHOUSE. 48Th ST. ANd CHOWEN AVE. S.
(One blo r iet  Uni t .ed Methodist .  Church)

THE
).  g.

Randal l  M. Egan 377-4450
2024 Kenwood Pkwy, Mpls 55405

PROGRAM
TWO MINI.SESSIONS

Much has been wri t ten,  spoken and sung about the rose,

Thomas Hansen 871-1933
2442 El l iot  Ave, Mpls 55404

FIRST on ROSES.

t tA rose is a rose is a rosett  Gertrude Stein
"A rose by any other name would smel l  as sweeLtt ' - -  Shakespeare

Though some folks say roses are too much work many men in our c lub are rose
lovers and rose growers.  Af ter al l  anything that.  is  worth growing requires
aLtent ion.

From our c lubts l is t  of  rose growing members we have chosen as speakers a
former rai l road brakeman and a former rai l road ensineer who are now devot-
ing their  l ives to roses.

JERRY 0LS0N a lons-t ime rose g,rower who Lhis year has 400 roses.
TED LE BOUTELIER who special izes in miniature ros:es and has developed his
f f i fu l l  t ime business.

The SECOND wi l l  f  ocus on Pry!__DISEASES.,  BUGS, BLIGHT, etc.  (Plants do
haveEeases, you know. )-

Our speaker CHUCK LEVINE a Yo.-Ag. Leacher at .  the Dowl ing School  in Minne-
apol i i ,  author of f is t  year 's SPiAY art ic les THE (praNr) DocTOR'S ADVICE,
wi l l  d iscuss PROBLEMS and PREVENTION IN THE GARDEN.

:k :k :k J.' :k

THERE WILL BE NO REGULAR JULY ISSUE OF TIIE GARDEN SPRAY
See you at  Lhe convent ion

WE I,/ELCOME NEW MEMBERS



THE COUNTRY STORE ANd THE ANNUAL AUCTION
\AS noreo Dy Lc LurDerE/

Our auct ions always go wel l .  May 1-0th was no except ion.  At the Count.ry
Store held ear l ier  in the af ternoon there had been few i tems to buy and
business was slow. Each year the Counlry SLore has Iess and less to of fer
and fewer fo lks at tend. Perhaps we should start  the auct ion ear l ier  and
drop the Country S tore ent. i re ly.

We ate at  t .ables in the courtyard of  the Burroughs School /Lynhurst  Park
r- . , , - i r r l jnc r | -  was i l I  cared for,  i f  cared for at  aI l .  Certainly the main-UuIIurrrdi .  !u

tenance was no credi t  to ei t .her the Minneapol is Publ ic Schools or the
f ' l inneapol is Park Board.  Shrubbery along the wal ls had been decapiLated at
a height of  6 feet .  BuLchery !

A bed of  v inca had managed to survive in one corner of  the courcyard.  A
border of  hosta around another bed had for t .he most.  part  done wel l  save
for a few intrusions of  weed trees. Several  sturdy crabapple t rees had
spread a carpet of  p ink petals over the ground as i f  Lo hide the scene.
Other Lhan that the place was a mess of  seedl ing buckthorn,  maple,  ash,
box elder,  e lm and what not.

The meal wasnt t  Kentucky Fr ied Chicken af  ter  a l l .  Chicken. \ .1€s ,  but  baked
and accompanied with al l  the other th ings which go with a meal at  our regu-
lar  meet ing place. I 'm sure the ladies who al tended in greater numbers
than usual  preferred this dinner to fast  food.

At 6245 the tables were stacked and auct ioneer Dwight Stone took over.
Back of  h im was displayed f lat  af ter  f lat  of  color.  Many plants sold by
the f lat .  but  the stock on hand was suff ic ienL to permit  breaking up some
flats for  those who needed only a pack or two. This has not always been
lhe case. Some years people who couldn' t  begin t ,o use a fu l t  f  lat  had to
go home disappointed

Dwight.  d id a beaut i fu l  job of  spott ing the bidders.  0n one f la l  of  f lowers
bidding stal led at  $12.00. Then someone ventured $13.00. "No",  said
Dwight,  "You've already got i t  for  $12.00. "

Potted azaleas brought l i tL le interest .  unt . i l  Jerry Shannon stepped up to
tel l  us that  azaLea"care of fered no sreat problem. t tJust  be c i reful- to
give adequate moisture."  Then the p6ts moved at  $19.00. St i l l  cheap.
Where were the people who bid so wi ld ly last  year? I  had to leave about
hal f  way through the auct ion and before the give-aways st .ar ted so you' l l
have to ask somebody else about what happened later.

The let ter  a l l  1-10 MGCM members received in mid-May from our convent ion
commit tee certainly bore good news--An approximately 75% fuLL regist . rat ion
from our membership.  Up from the 607" ant ic ipated ear l ier .  Apparent ly an
ear l ier  stumbl ing block-for some members was that they didn' t  understand
that f ive meals (3 lunches, 2 evening meals) were inciuded in the pr ice
quoted as.  t .he registrat ion f  ee.  You wi l l  get  f  ed Lwo evenings though
that wasn'L c lear in the wr i te up.

I f  you haven' t  a l ready responded Lo the quest ionnaire asking what events
(tr ips,  meals) you wi l l  miss (not at tend) do so now in wr i t ing_ to Chet
Groger.  I t  wi l l  save us paying for an uneaLen meal or unused bus space
f rom our convent. ion subsidy f  und.
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PRESIEENT'S NESSAGE

1 beiong to sevenal  ganden and speclai  1 ty

piant associat lons.  The Li ly Soclety meets

quanteniy and ur i  I  I  d iscuss the f  inen points

of  the l i l ium.

The Dahl ia Soclety meets monthly,  has a pot iuck

dinnen and a Dnogram spec j .  f  ic  i .o the cui  ture

of dahi ias.  Each gnouen has his on hen ourn

soecial  iechniques to pnoduce ihe f inesi .  b ioom"

The Gladiolus Soclety has some excel  Ieni .  gnourer 's and hybnlc i lzers.  l f  you

ai . i .end the s ' i .ate fa i  r ' ,  Vou L, ; i  i  1 see some tnuLv nemankable speclmens.

-  :usoecr each socierv:no memben aan at test :3 - .ne beautv and mystenv oT

-. l rer  i -  ' iavonL te pJant "  qt  some cf  our meet lngs la. l .k to the nose, oayi  i  i .V,

iosia,  i l3nigold or begonla gnouers.  Ask ihem aboui  the usefulness ancj

beautv of  theln favoni i .e f lourer"

Qf ter-  ta lk ing about f  lourens, s i  t  dou.rn next to a f  r :u l  t  or  uegetable gnouer

and ask fon hlnts and t  ips.  t rJhich vaniety does best in sun oF shade?

tr . lh ich is reslstant to insects and dlsease? Hou ar-e tender f  nul  ts uintered

oven in Mlnnesota.

,  suspeci  eveny p1ani ,  i 'J .ou;en, , iegetabi .e ancj  f ' r  ur i  o lus nuts ane r^epr 'esenred
jn our c lub.  { r je nange f  nom the tunf grohren u.rho has a lauln "  yo,  could

eat of f  io the vegetabie gnouren uho nuroulc in ' t .  gt 'our anyi .h ing you couic jn ' i

eat ' .  Each of  us has a ta lent and lnterest  that  makes gandening a unlvensal

hobby. A hobbv fon the young, old on 1n betrrreen.

In Juiy ue have a chance io meet gandeners fnom acnoss the country.  l , rJe

can shane stonies,  g ive advice and bnag about uhat u.re gnou, in oun shont

season state.  'Northenn gandenlnq at  1ts best. '

Let 's aI  l  s ign up fon the conveni lon and shorrr  those at tendlng f  nom the

EAST, UJEST and SOUTH that I ' t l innesota is the home of the 'best  northenn

gandeners. '

HFPPV GAROENING !

The plant ing of  a t ree
shous fai th in the future.
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Aoril MGCM Meeting Report
by Andy Marlov

The April I'IGCN meeting was choct<ful of information -- it's hard to neport even a
fnaction of i t  in the two pages your editor generously al lots for my humble efforts, so
it neally pays to r^egularly attend monthly meetings. Vice-Pnestdent and Program
Chairman Duane Johnson has arnanged for members to give rnini- lectures 0n thein
favonte plant topics at each meeting and no amount of furious scrtbbling on my part
wi l i  a l iow me to oet i t  a l l  down.

Fibrous begonias - Dave Johnson

Dave ,;ohnson l ikes growing f ibrous-rooted begonias because lhey c0 weil in
conditrons r 'anging fnom ful l  sunto semi-shade, and they have very few pests. There
are many varieties available, but Dave prefens the Giamour series for thein size and
either Gladiator cr Lava for^ thein bright red color. Pink Avalanche i: good fot '
cascacino oown Dave's hi l ls ide garoen and Anne Francrs rs a rose c0lor i ia i  nas the
rer ier :  raDrt  for  nanorno oasKei.

Dave crows most (mayoe al l )  o i  hrs begonras i rom seeo, stant jng oefore tne f inst  o i
the yean. The seeds are quite small, about 2 mil l ion to lhe ounce he salO, so Dave
mixes them with a bit of sand for even distr ibution. He sows the seeds in deep pans
which have a layer of crushed rock on fhe bottom, then a layer of sand, then a layer-of
Jiffy l1ix. The seeds must not be covered as they need light to germinate. He grows
them under cool white f lorescent l ights set about 3-4'above the plants and covers
the pans with Saran Wrap to form a mini-greenhouse. Just as the seeds are "neady to
pop" he takes the wnap off. They get transplanteo when they have two sels of true
learres.

Dave nords over tavorites irom eacn season by taking cutt ings. n€ si?r' ts ine cutl ings
in verrnrculi te and pots lhem rnto a rnixture of 40? black dirt (sterrl izer) and 2014
each of venmiculite, penlite and rni l led sphagnum peat rnoss. The lransplants go into
the same mix.

Tuberous begonias - Dwight Stone

These plants are, as the name implies, grown from tubers instead of seed, although
Non-stop and a few other varieties may be successfully started fnom seed and the
tubens held oven after lhe gr'owing season. Dwight said there are many different
forms, including rose, carnation, camelia and pickatee shapes, that al l  come in
upr ight  and trai i ing plants.  A wide range of  color 's is also avai lable.

He starts his tubers in about the same mixture that Dave uses from his transplants
and rooied cuttings. He puts 3 to 5 tubers in hanging baskets and lets ail the sprouts
deveiop. He puts just one tuben 'in each pot and Iets only one shoot develop. He even
plants some directly into the ground. But, he wanns, don't put them out unti l  you'ne
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sure the last frost is done. They are very tender and Ylay 23 or so is early enough.
The tubers also have a tendency to rot, so don't overwater. fhey are hungry plants,
though. Dwight feeds them every ten days, alternating with l iguid fert i l izer and f ish
emuision.

Buibs should be hanvested befone the f irst frost. Dwight bneaks off al l  but a l i t t le bit
of the stem, dries them f or 7 to l0 days and then breaks off the rest of the stem. He
stores them oven winter in a box covered with peat moss in the basement, but he
warned that no matter how careful you are, expect to buy some new bulbs rn the
spr ing.  Some WILL rot .

l laster Gardener Program - Archie Caple

f16ci1 member Anchie Caole was a member of the i inst Masten Gardener class in
l ' l innesota way back in 1977. The idea had its beginning in Washington state in 1972
and quickly spnead to oun state. The idea was to train volunteers in a var iety of
hort icultural aneas t0 provide assistance to county extension agents. The pr'ogram is
' lDeretgC here b', ' : le'Jntvers:t i /  oi l l innesota tnroucn the i ' , | innesota Extensicn Serrice.

To oecome a f{aster Gardener, a penson must f ir^st apply to their county extension
agent. l f  accepted lhey wil l  spend 48 hours in classes at the University's 5t. Paul
campus learning about everything from soils to garden management lo pests to ground
covers to lawns. In addition to lectures 0n the subject, each student is given a h"-qge
loose leaf binden which quickly become filled with refenence material. After-the
cOurse work, the student must put in 50 hours of volunteer time sharing his or her
newly acquired knowledge. This might involve staf f ing the information desk set up at
local garden centers during the spring, giving lectures to young gardeners in schools,
0n answet' ing questions over the phone at the county extension off ice. 0nce the class
work and volunteer cbligation have been completed, the person become a 'Cer^ti f ied
llasler Gardener'ano gets a spanking new name lag lo prove it.  In order lo rnaintain
certi f ication, the l '"1aster Gardener must put in an addit ional 25 hours of ,rolunteer
l ime each year.

So far about 900 Plaster Gardeners have been trained state-wide, with about half of
those still active in the program. 0f the 220 Master Gardeners fnom Henneprn County,
about 70 are now active. Archie is one of those 70, but you might say he's actually a
"Supen llasten Gardener." Four years ago Hennepin County established a second-level
training program involving 3 hours of class time every flonday morning for lJ weeks.
The students learn advanced information and are lrained in the use of microscopes
and other hort icultural high-tech. At the end of their requined volunteer t ime, they
are designated Plant lnfonmation Special ists. They teach counses for the Extension
Service and staf f the county's mobile hor.t iculture unit.

lf you are intenested in the flaster Gardener pnognam, Archie says you must apply to
Hennepin County Agent Bob f lugaas in the fal l .  Applicants are interviewed and
selected by the local agent. Classes wil l  be held next spring -- and volunteer t ime
wil l  need to be contributed then, ioo.
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an art ic le t i t led LURING BUTTERFLIES which told among
learn more about butterf l ies and their  habi ts.  The

f inal  two paragraphs were:

"you can begin a butterf ly-a t , t ract ing garden even before your 
-research 

is

do.,"  by pl int ing some af i - t ime neet l r  f  avor i tes:  Lhe butterf  ly  bushr ,
* i t t to""al  btact leyed Susans, crepe myrt le,  asters,  lantana, lupine, wi ld

sweet peas, c lover,  th ist ler  and wister ia.

" l f iLh the arr ival  of  but ter f  l ies,  your garden rv i l l  look a l i t t le more

natural ,  a l i t t le more l iveci- in ' - i  f  ik ;  ;  s Late of  "cont.rol led disorder".

vo"; f i - i1u""  your leward when that f i rst  but ter f ly al ights wi th a s i lent

s iqn of  approval ."
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Cabbageworn

Return to
THE GARDEN SPRAY of !!cCM, iNC.
@r"b, Baliot

53L5 Portland Avenue
l{tnneapolls, I'tlnneaeta 55417*- t*  *

MEN'S GARDEN CLUBS OF AMERICA

NATIONAL CONVENTION

JULY 3-6,  1988

MINNEAPOLIS, MN.

i :  ! .  I l  oua rr :  i t .  B.r . : l
1CI10? Lak€viex l : r ive
l{ i r :cetc*ka 
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i i : i  55343

Curnorn

NORTHERN GARDENING AT ITS BEST


