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Here lt 1s, BACK AGAIN BY POPULAR REQIIEST
(Isnt t  that  the way they say 1t?)

The MGCA MEETING 1n conjunctlon wlth TI{E DAYTON-BACHMAN FI,OWER SHOW

TIIE DATE: Thursday March 25 (Note the changed day and week. )

TIIE PLACE: Daytonts Slr5rroom, Mlnneapolls downtown store. (Store w11"1 be
open) Thts w111 be a pnlvate dlnner for MGCM membe::s, thelr wlves
and guests,  featurtng Ter lyakl  Chlcken Breast wl th al l  the t r lmmlngs.

Tt{E PR0GMM: Our speaker w111 be Fred Glasoe, who wtll glve a s11de pre-
sentat lon of  h ls v ls l t  to Hol1and ln tuL1p t lme whl l "e he was teachlng
ln West Germany.

TFIE PRICE: $Z; lO per person

- BY RESERVATION ONLY --

RESERVATIONS MUST BE IN Hr MOIVDAY, MARCH 22ND AND SHOULD tsE MAILED WITH
YOTIR C}IECK BEFORE THAT TIME; FII,L IN THE RESERVAf,ION FORM AT THE BOTTOM
OF THIS PAGE AND MAIL TO:

George Mc0ollough, Treasurer, BBfZ Tretbough Drlve, Bloomlngton, MN, 55431

NEWS

February 9, followlng petlt lon from members and Board recommendatlon, Otto
Nelson and Edgar Lehman were made honorary members of MGCM. Otto has been
an act lve part lc lpant ln c lub af fa l rs for  over 2O years.  "Dlck",  a pro-
fesslonal  grower,  has dur lng hls 35 years membership made many contr tbu-
t tons to the c lubo

Former MGCM seeretary and p::esldent, RenS Dufourd, dled on Chrlstrnas day
at hls home 1n Flor lda.  Ren5, wh11e a MlnneapoLls resldent,  had also
held nany commlttee chalrmanshlps ln MGCM.

THE TIME: 6:00 PM

RESERVATION(S) rOn MGcM IuEETING THURSDAY EVENING MARcH
Return thls form wlth your check payable to MGCM to

George Mc0ollough, 8BL2 Tretbough Ertve, Bloomlngton, MN,

I  p lan to at tend. Reserve place(s) for :  me

enclosed.

Your Signature

) )+5r

($7.50 eaeh)

1s

Ivty Guest(s)  w1L1 be

My check for $



THIS AND THAT

8111 Hu1l,  wlnter lng i -n Tucson, ArIzona, wr l tes,  " I tve at tended meet lngs
of both the Tueson ITTGC and the Green VaLley t{GC. Both are flne, going
clubs, and l t  has been pleasurabl€. .  . .  Green Val1ey is a new, young club ---
that  is  very aggresslve and aet lve,  They have started an Annual  Garden \
and Patlo Walk of ten or more gardens for whlch they sel1 $3 ttct<ets and
d1d very well thelr f lrst year, 1981i fhls year they are deluged wlth
r"equests concernlng lts t lmlng and from people who want thelr garden ln-
eluded regardless of  membership ln the c lubtr

DID YOU SEE the artlcle about the MGCA tn the Mpls Sunday Trlbune, Home &
Garden Seetlon, February Tth? The artlcle was credlted to the Assoclated
Press, How much better 1t  would have been though, l f  there had been a
paragraph referrlng to our Club and the Mpls Clubl --Stan Crlst 1n Garden-
ing 1n Mlnnetonka. We agree, Stan.

Sherman Plnkham gets out a monthly letten "to E & f Commlttee and other
key MGCA memberstt glvlng the current status of the Endowment Fund (As of
January 31 1t  amounted to $U5r916.13 up $34O8.f3 f rom December),  H1s
typlcally Sherm eover letter for January reads,

'rEnelosed ls our E & I JanuarT 31, L9B2 statement.

It shows a modest galn over a month ago:

Ll fe Membershlps cont lnue to come ln,  a lso Memorlals.

are st lcklng to our goal  of  $20Orooo;oO by 1986,
can be reached. Everybody push.

Our slogan remalns !?THINK ENDOWI\/IENT!|;

The Mlnneapolls snowmobllers have bumper st lckers trThlnk Snow'f .
I t  has pald off 1n a blg way thls year;

T4GCA IS ON THE WAY; SEE YOU AT TOI,EDO; ''

Maybe you could get the snowmobllers to prornote those gneen jackets, Sherm"

CUCUMBERS TO BE EATEN LIKE APPLES
by Bi l l  Hul l

I 'Streamllnertt hybnld cucumber, new for 1981, ls one about whlch I can very
easj- ly get enthusiast lc.  Any cuke whlch I  can peel  and eat at  garden or
roon temperature wl th no af ter-ef fects desenves rave not lces.  And thls
one qual l f ies.

I t  was f lve weeks between vls l ts to my cukes and tomatoes-- four weeks 1n
the hospl ta l  and one week before I  could hobble up the slope. The cukes
were al l  long and looked overgrown but I had to try one anyrra.y. They
were del lc lous--even up to a foot  1n length.  r rStreamllner ' t ,  a new Burpee
introduct ion,  is  a gynoeclous (a11 female) compact v ined hybr ld var let-rr .
I t t  s medlum green frults are normally 9-1/2 to 10-3,/2 lnches long wlth a
gradual  tapered shape. fhe seed cavl ty 1s smal1 so therer s lots of  so1ld
eat lng.  When the frui - ts reach twelve lnches, the seeds begln to r lpen --
and should be cut out but thatrs no problem. Clalmed to be mosaic and
mlldelv proof and certalnly no slgn of either ln my srna11 patch. It  takes
only a l i t t le space and is worth not lng for  1982.

l l l  a

It
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Ihouehts From the Gazebo

Ttre month of March sometimes can be a very snoliy period of the yearr and

no doubt a recorrl very may be set this year in regard to total snowfalL. The

only way around my baclcyarri now is by snowshoe, and without them, the pntning

of the fnrit trees would have been impossible.

Our March meetlng lhis month will be on tkre 251h, when members and their

guests w'i1} have a chance to discarri the '\rinter bl-ahsrt by havlng the opportunity

to dine at Daytons and than view the fantastlc gardens created by Bachmans.

you and your guests w111 be inspired by the many ideas shown at the Daybons/

Bachman Flower Show. Help make thls evening a tnrly gala event by planning on

attending. See the front page of this issue of the Spray for the details.

If you are gmw"lng your own beddlng pJ.ants, there is stiLL time during

the first two weeks of March to seed some of the poErlar annuals such as

petunias, snapdragons, impatiens, and dusty miller. If you drench the

seeding medium with a solution of Benomyl firngicide (* tablespoon per ge]len

of water) you rri1l have a good chance of preventing 'rdampi.ng offfr from occurring.

After your seeding medium i-s thoroughly drcnched with this solutiont allow it

to drain for about two hours, this will prevent the medium from being too wet.

This preventitive treatment works well and is appropriate when seeding either

fl-ower or vegetable seeds.

Jerry Shannon

+

We welcome new nenbers, so brlag a gaiden-frlpnrt uith you to join in a fllne
garden5ng program and good feJ-lorsbip.
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SEEDS SEEDS SEEDS AT FEBRUARY MGCM MEETING
y Anoy rlow

Wttfr most good gardeners pourtng over their newly arulved seed catalogs
looklng for new and betten varteties, February was an ldeal t lme to hea::---
about seeds from an expert. Bruce Johnstone 1s a former MGCM member and
ls retired Chlef Hortlculturlst at Northrup Klng. B::uce wa.s ln charge of
select lng and purchaslng al l  of  NKt s f lower seed, and he gave us an lnside
look at  the buslness.

Seeds are very lmportant, sald Johnstone, not Just to grow new plants
every season, but because most canbohydrate foods consumed by people are
seeds. That lncludes the cereal gralns and legumes among others. In
factt he sald, a pound of seed 1s potentlally a ton of food. For that
reason throughout hlstory people have carrled seed wtth them as they have
mlgrated from place to p1ace.

A seed is nothlng more than the fert l l lzed ovule of  a plant and comes in
two types:.  those from gymnosperm plants,  whose seeds are naked (plnes are
an example);  and those from anglospenm plants,  whose seeds are produced
lnslde frults. Johnstone nemlnded members that ttfrulttr ls a veqf general
term. It 1s l ltera1ly a matune fertl l lzed ovary of the plant. Frult
ranges from apples,  tomatoes, beans and so on to the gralns,  where the
ovary i -s so th ln l t  fuses to the seed coat and vtr" tual ly dlsappears.  A11
anglosperm seeds contain an embryo plant, food to nurture lt and a seed
coat.

The _most lmportant faet about seed, Johnstone said, ls that tt 1s sexually
produced uslng a comblnatlon of genes from two parents. That fact a11ows-
humans to manlpulate the chanaeter lst lcs of  the plant to produce htgger ' . .
on hardter plants,  more frul t ,  d l f fenent colored f lowens, etco

I f  th is makes you think that  seeds are very much al lke,  youtve been mlsled.
Johnstone says that seeds are varlable ln more ways than they are a11ke.
They vary ln slze from mleroscoplc to 40 or 50 pounds fon a partlcular
variety of palm growlng ln the Seychelles Islands ln the Incitan Ocean.
The size of  seeds, though, bears no relat lon to the eventual  s lze of  the
plant produced.

Seed also var les ln textune, molsture content,  t ime of  germlnat lon and
length of  vtabl l l ty .  The lat ter  1s one of  the most lmportant consldera-
t lons for  the seedsrnan. He must keep the seed al ive unt l l  i t  ls  p lanted
and has a ehance to germlnate.  Molsture 1s the blggest ememy of v iab11-
1ty and many seeds now eome vaeuum-packed in a moisture-tlght contalner
to extend seed l l fe.

Growlng flower seed, partlcularly the hybrtds that have revolutlonlzed
hort icul ture,  ls  no easy task,  even 1n such pleasant surroundings as
Cal l fornla.  Po111nat1on must be control led.  Many f lowens must be fert l l -
Lzed by hand. Hybr lds must be rebred each t lme so as to not lose the
qual l t les that  make that plant deslrable.  And, harvest lng the of ten mlni-
scule seeds whl le malntalnlng pur l ty and moisture content 1s also a t r lcky
busLness. Al l  th ls lnvolves a 1ot of  expensive hand labon. Next t lme
you look at  a seed catalog and gasp at  the pr ice of  a part lcular ly beaut i -
ful or hardy hybrtd, remember all the work that went into creati-ng and
malntainlng those qual l tLes and the care and ef for t  lnvolved ln produclng -
that  1 i t t1e packet we buy each spnlng"

(cont lnued page 5)
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Johnstone noted that f lower seed product lon ls sma1l compa.red to vegetable
caar l  ̂ -?duct lon.  He sald there are only about 25 to 30 lmpontant f lowerF'r  \

seed growers ln the whole wor ld.  I {any are in Costa Rlca or are overseas,
., ln Southern Europe, Ho11and, Afrlca (i lartlcularly Kenya and Morocco), I l

the I I .S, ,  most of  the growlng takes place near the coast of  Cal l fornla
from Santa Barbara up to Sallnas, Seeds fr"om cool weather flowers a.re
grown closest to the coast; from warmer weather plants farther lnland.
The Lompoc Va11ey, Just nonth of Santa Barbara, 1s one of the most lm-
portant growlng areas.

Johnstone concluded hls ta lk wl th s l ldes of  that  reglon. Vast f le lds of
blooming marlgolds,  z lnnlas,  petunla,s,  ageratum, alyssum and othen f lowers.
The flnal sllde, whlch he eal1ed tta eommerclaltt, was a photo of hls own
garden showtng that he can do more wlth seeds than merely talk about them.

VOLUNTEERI

Fred Glasoe, lntroduced at the February MGCM meetlng as chalrman of an
ad hoc eommlttee worklng on the Mlnnesota Hortlcultunal Soctetyt s Mlsslon
125 set for thls comlng May at la,ndmark Center 1n St. Pau1, gave a ftne
promotlonal ta1k. He told your edltor the MINNES0TA HORTICULTURIST would
have a l ls t lng of  openlngs for volunteers and that men, especlal ly,  would
be needed. We planned to copy from the 1lst ;  but  no l is t lng appeired ln
the Januar"y HORTICULTURIST so wetl1 have to s&y, 'rWatch for your next
HORTICULTURIST'I.

Dr.  De Vos did,  however,  supply the SPMY wlth a detal led l ls t tng of
volunteer openlngs at  the Arboretum. He says, f tWe need yout your en-
thuslasm' ta lents and w111lngness to lend a hand. ean make the dl f ference
as we try to keep current levels of programming, public servlce ano grounos
malntenance in the face of  shr lnklng budgets.  PJ-ease check the " job l ls t -
tngstr .  Get involved dlrect ly ln the work of  the'Arboretum.rf

4ggtg -  Asslst  gardener wi th malntenance of  annual
Hours: 4-f5 hours/month on weekdays between

B a.m. and 4:JO, anyt lme between Apr l1 1 and Sepiernber 30. Orientat lon
Monday March 22nd, 1O a.m. Contact Mlchael Heger, 443-2460.

&qeistent 1n the Chl ldrents Garden -  Assist  instructor wl th chi ldr"en eses
b-12 who are plant lng theLr 9l^ ln vegqtables. .  Hoursz 2-8 hours/rnonth on
Saturday! in_Aprl1 & May, AND/OR 2-B hours/rnonth on weekdays June-August.
Orientat lon Saturday Apr11 17, 9:3O &.m. Contact  Sandy Tanck, 443-2460.

Grounds A.sslqtant -  Asslst  gardener wl th maintenance of  azaleas, o1d fash-
@,hedgeco11ect ionorgroundcoverco11ect1on.HourS:
B hours/month mlni-mum, weekdays between-B a.m. and 4: lO p.rn.  Start lng
date, May 17. Contact Peter UIoe, 443-2459 and leave message,

Wlldf lower Garden Volunteer -  Asslst  wl th the maintenanee of  the woodland
2 hrs/week mlntmum, i"tonday through Thursday

between I  a.m. and noon start lng in mid-Apr11. Ca1l  443-e46O ana leave
message for .ran Normano

Bus Tour Guldes -  Lead groups of  adul ts along the arboretum dr lve,  Must

--- . f f i thearboretump1ant1ngsand1ikeworkingwtthadu1ts.l lours:  minlmum of 6 hrs/month,  weekdays, bet lveen Q aom. and 3:30. Cal1
Llnda Sanford, 443-Zt+5O for trainlng informatlon.
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PICK ORNAMENTAL PEPPER FgR PERFORMANCE
The ornamental  pepper performs as wel l  in the garden as i t  does in a pot.
l3*==l,.:11" ::l:::3^:"::::: l.::.o":1,-;,""i,,e "fi""J."ri ".".nt years, rornew shapes, i-ncreased fruit production and overarl 

"u"nil i i ' i i . i" l l=ir i f i l r .^across the country.  
*u*vvqvLLr- t ry L(J c ,

The 1980 A1l-America medal ist ,  
_ 'Hor iday Time,,  f ru i ts earry in pots andadds a uni 'que note to home-garden prani ings as a border prant.  The dwarfplants,  growing to a maximum neigni  

" i -s 
t "  g inches, provide a ser ies of

i l l : i i ; t l"?r5?i"i3a. " '  
peppers change rrom vellow , to orange to purpre and

'Red Missi le '  is  another new.F, hybr id.ornamental  pepper var iety.  The tap-ered 2- indn frui t  are not onlyaat l ract ive,  they 
"r .  

r i "o usable for  season-ing af ter  they have been removed from the prant and dr ied.
The ornamentar pepper is a tough pIant.  Put them in a hot,  dry locat ion andwatch them thr ive'  Pick a bacfgr l""o-which wi l l -  h ighl ight  the var ied f ru i tcolors.

ornamental  peppers also br ing new l i fe to hanging-basket displays.  Theircompact habi t ,  v iv i -d f ru i t  and'  r rardi-ness of fe i  r lmi f less opportuni t ies forcreat ive and colorful  uses in rrant ing-g""d.n" 
"na.orr ia iners of  a l l  k inds.A sunny window box takes on new r i fe-w[en planted with ,Red Missi le,  andvinca vine.

Seeds for ornamental peppers may be s€artedant ic ipated outdoo" ptarr i i r rg.
indgors 8 to 12 weeks before

BRING A VISITOR. GET A NEW MEMBER.

f3. ;=i I netunn to
f?..=T-TlE GARDEN SpRAy of MGCM, fNC.Y{g,r;,r@,-naiiot
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Vllnneapoati,*n*nnesota 55417

MEN|S GARDEN CLUB OF MTNNEAPOLTS, INC.
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- 
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