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BULLETIN OF THE MEN'S GARDEN CLUB OF MINNEAPOLIS.

ples to explain the phl losophy and pr lnclples lnvol-
ved ln the creat ion of  a elasslcal  iapanese Garden.

THE DATE: Tuesday, March 25th,
f f iE' :  er@
ffi,o Nicot1EE-fu-11.
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NEW pATE rS TUESDAY MARCH 25th

SEI{D RESERVATIONS NOW

The Dayton-Bachman Flower Show t tA Japanese Garden" Ls here.  Agaln the
Mentg Garden Club has planned a dlnner meet lng wl th a speaker and a tour
of  the show to fo11ow, Wlves and other guests are lnvl ted.

Our SPEAIGR, MRS. SUSAN BAGGETS TOPIC w111 be "{AEA]\rESE c{tDENq". Mrs.
Bagge, a welL known and gl f ted landscape deslgner,  necelved her forrnal
t ra ln lng ln hort leuLture at  the Universl ty of  Mlnnesota.  She became lnter-
ested ln the Orlental  Garden through her wonk wlth Ikebana ( the art  of  f lower
arranglng).  I -ast  year she rnade a t r lp to Asla for
the express purpose of  studylng the Ja.panese Garden.
;he has a superb col lect lon of  s l ldes showing the . i ,lmpeccably malntalned Zen Medltat lon Gardens ln Kyoto. , , { ;

as.we1l  as some selected pr lvate gardens of  part lcu- . l

tfaabt--Iful qaa,lza eUl4 a/ 4ncnaco. fifa& St4h Jla^lhrlhrlral Sochl+

1ar lnterest .  She photographed the rema.rkable c01- i
lect ion of  Ueda San (pronounced wee-da san),  t tThe
t4aster of  Bonsal" .  Mrs.  Bagge w111 use these exam-

12th f loor of  Da
THE TII'E: 6 PIvl

tonts down6frff ire,-Bffi

Resenvat lons wl th checks should
Tnetbaugh Dntve, effiffigton, MN
made later than that w111 not be

be rnal1ed e--Egach George McCullough, BBfe
5543t ny Fnlday. laarch 21. Resbrvatlons
aeeepted" Use the form below.

MARCH MEETING DATE CHANGED
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BIG BOBI S CORNER

MARCH MEETING DATE IS CHANGED. Our l4areh meetlng w111 be
held ln conjunct lon wl . th the Daytont s-Baehmants Flower Show.
Our meettng w111 be F.lesday, l&r'ch 25th ln Daytont s Skyroom' -
Dlnner w111 be at  6:0O PM. Our menu w111 be Stuf fed 0r ienta-
Breast of  Chleken wlth Wl ld Rlce,  a Fresh Vegetable,  a Tossed
Sa1ad, ro11s and for dessert  we w111 harre Ice Cream. Thls

w1Ll cost  $f0.85 per person. Hurry.  Get your reservat lon 1n to George
MeCol lough by Fr lday,  I r t rareh 21st.  Remember your loved one, br lng her
along, and ask your dear f r lends to jo ln you. l4ake l t  an evenlng out,
rather than an evenlng in f ront  of  the tube. After dlnner there w111 be
e short  program. fhen we w111 al l  take a t r lp to v ls l t  the Japanese
Gardens, the theme of the show.

Durlng the months of lv{arch and Aprl1 many of us w111 be taklng care of
the seedl tngs we started ln January and February,  Thls car lng ls an a?t,
not a selenCe and, 11ke most arts,  i t  1s hard Learned and a 1ot of  fun.
one may feel uncomfortable wlth some of the thlngs he grows, but such
feel lngs are as unavoldable as the fnustrat lons of  a muslc teacher.
These emotlons are what makes growing plants fun. Now that ycu have over-
eome those frustrat ions and no longen feel  uneomfontable about the th lngs
you grow, pay a 1l t t1e more at tent ton to a few of  these plants.  Br lng
them-to t t rb Ffant Auct lon and Gardenlng Garage Sa1e. Remember,  these
are money nraktng act lv l t les fon the Club. The Garage Sale wl l l  help pay
your way to the 88 Convent lon.  So stay tuned for Russ Smlth and h1s
Commlttee for more detalls.

I  have wonked of f  and on try lng to wr l te th is art ic le.  Af ter  throwlng
away many sheets of  paper I  not leed on these few,warm days that -my 

plant
ar:e l lke a watchmaken ln a cLoek wonld worklng wlth the tlrne and the
smaLLest detal1s.  The a1r br lngs the hlnt  of  Spr lng and the sun suggests
fu1ler hue. Whl le watchlng I  can see the progress and polnt  to the a1-
teratlons taklng place 1n my plants. Soon enough they w1L1 mend thelr
tattered sfrapes. The brlght 11ght of Spnlng, w111 turn lnto warmth and
lnevl tably my plants w111 show l t .  They w111 spl€ad ba.11s of  green lnto
my f lonrer robm-and 1lght l t  upwlth bl-ossoms that w111 make wlnter dls-
aipear,  But today, February 2lr there ls only the ml ldest  possibl l i t5r
t lat  sueh an Outrageous event nay occur.  I t ts sncwlng agaln.

Remenber:  Noi^r  ls  the t lme to tnvl te your f r lends and your gardenLng
a.cqualntanees to one of  the htghl lghts of  the i t lents Garden Club. Ask
theh i f  they are lnterested ln Jolnlng the e1ub, TeI1 them of our act l -
v l t les.  In i r l te them to the l4ar ih rneet lng.  Who knows, l f  they jo ln you
may become a me'-her of The Spade Club,



a tRteutn to r,Es ;o:iivsnl, t894-t986

We have lost  a great nsn, a gteat gardener,  a great f r lend.
Les11e Johnson passed away on . ianuary 22, 1986.

Les was one of  the f , inest  gardeners in our c1ub. I f  you were
pnlv l leged to v ls l t  h is back yard you lv i11 recal l  the evldence
of the love and kno., . r ledge he had for growing only the f lnest
ln f lowers and plants.

Th e Johnson home was f lanked by two apartment bui ld lngs.  Surely,  the
residents of  those bui ld lngs were happy, posl t lve fo lks beeause of  the
vlew Les provlded for them year af ter  year,

Les Joined the Ments Garden Club ln 1954. l ie ser;ed as pnesldent 1n 1961.
l43CM made hlm an honorary member ln l9TT. He was a 1oya1 anci lnterested
suppor:ter of the club for over thirty years. IIe str:ove for only the
f lnest  ln himsel f ,  ln others and i -n gardenlng.

Ies lnras born ln the 3700 blc iek of  Pleasant Avenue ln South Mlnneapol ls.
When. he manrled he moved two blocks south to 3919 Pleasant.  Though he
11ved only wl th ln a couplE blocks durrn! 'h ls ect lve 1l fe h1s l -ntenest
spanned much larger radl1,  He had been assoclated wlth the Goodln Co.
He was aet ive 1n the Speed Skat lng Club and ln the Golden Gloves Boxlng
C1ub.

The Minnesota l -endscape Arbonetum was a speclal  1orre.  He was lnstrumental
in set t lng up the or lg lnal  rose and 1t1y gardens there.  Hls fami ly ls
establ lshlng a nemorial  for  h im at  the Anbonetum.

At the age of  e lghty-elght he declded to glve al l  of  th ls cholce peren-
nlals and 1111es to f r lends. The plants were replaeed by an orchard of
mlnlature apple tnees. But hls love for f lowers cont lnued as was evldent
at  the Mount 011vet Home where he was nesponslble for  a glor lous f lower
bed on the grounds.

The love and devot lon that Les had toward hls l r r l fe,  Ca.ther lne,  was ad-
mlrable.  Iv luch of  h ls energ'y 1n recent year"s was devoted to Cether lne in
her fa11lng heal th.

fn 1983 and 1984 they moved to Mount Ol ivet  Resldenee where at  one t lme
l,es ind Cather lne had rooms ecross f rom each other where he eould wateh
over her wl th care and 1ove. I -ater they moved lnto the Care Center of
the Resldence. There the Johnsons eelebrated theln sevent leth weddlng
annivensary th ls past Oetober.

Les ls survlved by hls wtfe,  thr .ee daughters-- l4rs,  Kenneth Bartholomew
[nr" iyn),-rq"" .  Auhrey KrrkpatrLck,  nrs]  Howard f 'hurston (Dorothy);  two
ionsr-Donald and Howard; twenty-four grand ehi ldren; and thir ty- three
great grand chl ldren.

Les and Cather lne were "best loved" 1n this large fam11y as two lnstances
which come to rnemory at test .  Ten years ago the Johnsons f lew to Cal i -
fornla where Les served as best man at  a grandsonr s weddlng.

Ftve years ago ln October I  had reservat ions in the Flame Room at the
Radlsscn. As I  was let t lng f r lends out ln f ront  of  the hotel  a huge
black l lmouslne plus a earavan of  cars pul led up behind us'  I  stal led

t  over J
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a bLt to see who such wel l  known people mlght be. As the chauffeur
opened the back door of  the LLnrousine there were Les and Cather ine
Johnson sl t t lng in the baek seat.  Their  fami i les were the caravan and
they !{ere about to celebrate the Johnsonrs s lxty- f l f th weddlng anniversrr ,
i-n the Flame Room.

Yes. T dir l  see a wel l  knorrn perscn that eveninS. .A.nd, Yes, we have lostr  vv,

a great man, e great garCener,  a great f r iend!
Jim Fishbaugher

SPRING PIANT AUCTTON MAY 13th

NEW LOCATION: Lynnhurst Comnrunlty Center--1345 I'Iest Mlnnehaha Parlrway-
MORE PARKING: More dlnner and auctlon space.
GET TIIOSE PLAM|S GROWING under lights for the farrners auctlon.
MORE INFORIIqTION I,ATER.

I.,AST C,ALL FOR WIMIER PRUNING

Prune gra.pevlnes, pear and apple t : :ees and f ln lsh al l  dormant spraylng
before dormancy ceases. One of  the ldeas of  prunlng ls to open up the
tree This means al lowlng greater space between branehes. Then sun cPn
VM a 5i .4v

readl ly penetrate deep lntc the t ree. 0n1y sun-bathed branches produce
fru1t.  bn apples,  look for  the sma1l spurs or stubs that proiect  f rom
tlre branches. These produce the f lowers and frul t .  Preserve as many
of these as poss1b1e.

Most of  your prunlng probably w111 be conf lned to the use of  loppers.
They are great fon taking of f  a yeart  s crop of  water sprouts.  You can
recognize these as the thumb-slzed (dlameter)  shoots that  stretch stratght
to the strqr.  Sometlmes they are erroneously cal led suckers.  Suckers are
real Iy shoots that  come from below the sol1 1lne at  the base of  a t ree.
Some lolks suggest prunlng water sprouts ln sumrner as they occur;  others
say this invl tes dlsease.

Prune late f lowering shrubs. I f  too th lck cut  out older canes at  ground
1eve1. Cut back raspberry eanes. Before new growbh starts spray wi th
bordeaux mlxture.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS ANd TELEPHONE NUMBEE

Llndstedt, Paul 588-8633
3232 Fr"emont Ave. N. . #204-Mlnneapo11s, MN 55412

NEl,{ MEFIBERS
(Add torroffilFctory)

Ackland, Gene M. 559-9066
4830 Ptlgrirn Lane N.

Plyrnouth, lfl,l 55422

Beardsley, James L. 738-7957
23LL E. Mlnnehaha Ave.

lGplewood, MN 551:.9

HAL McIliliYRE' S
wrong diglt.

te lephone number as shown^ln_the 1986 Dlrectory has I
The cor:rect number ls 377-8846.
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Though siloq/ still covers the ground in the Twin Cities in early March, it's not
too early to start thinking about the MGCM Flower and Vegel4ble Show,
scheduled for .L\leust I 6 ani l7 at the University of Minnesota Landscape
Arboretum. The Show committee has already designated the carrot and the
tuberous begonia as the National Award vegetable and flower for the show.
The top entry of each wins a special ribbon from the Men's Garden Clubs of
America and extra points in the sveepstakes competition. Keep that in mind
this spring as you grow or purchase plant material for your garden.

Life Memberships a Goo! Thing

Those of  you who are not Li fe Members yet  should real ly consider i t
at  th is t ime. As a l i fe member there can never be an increase in
Nat ional  Dues. ($t0.00 per year at  the present t ' ime).

You can become a Li fe Member wi th a one t ime payment of  $100.00
or you may pay $25.00 for each of  the next four years and" i t  wi l l
real ly only cost  you $60.00 since you would be paying $i0.00 of  the
$25.00 per year (or possibly more) as your annual  dues.

As a Li fe Member,  your Mens'  Garden Clubs of  America Nat ional  Dues
are paid for  l i fe and the money you pa' id for  L i fe Membership ($100.00)
goes into the Endowment and Investment Fund a Trust  Fund which wi l l
cont ' inue to earn interest  money forever

As a January 1,  each year,  the Endowment and Investment Fund pays
$10.00 per Li fe Member to Mens'  Garden Clubs of  America.  This $10.00
is f rom interest  money generated from the Fund. As a resul t ,  the
Mens'  Garden Clubs working capi ta l  is  the same for the year as i f
you paid your membership fee on a annual  basis.

Your cost  of  the Li fe Membenship is tax deductable under IRS Rul ing
En1 n?

I f  you cont inue to pay the $10.00, annuai  membersh' ip fee,  the money
is used for current operat ing expenses and is gone by the end of
the year.

I f  you have a quest ion about th is please cal l  me at  545-4404 and
I wi l l  t ry to provide a sat isfactory answer and assist  you in becoming
a Li fe Member.

Russel l  C. Sm' i th
Nat ional  Director,  MGCA

MGCA CONVENTIONS AHEAD--PI"AN TO ATTEI'ID
ae, 19F

Rockfond, I l l1nols June 13, 14, l-5, 16, l-987

MGCA COI\MENTIONS AHEAD--PLAN T0 W0RK ON--ATTEND. of course-
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Ilf,mre ffi0ffi Hwmnnsdl dt Fehry mOffi
Fffittf,ns

Reported by AndY llarlow

Tissue culture is not a futuristic method of plant propagation, but a kind 0f
high tech horticulture in use right now. That's according to University of
llinnesota horticulture pnofessor Dr. Peter Ascher, who spoke at the February
f16CN meeting. Professor Ascher is a plant genetlcist who got stanted in
gardenlng at age four. ln addltlon to his professional work, he is a member
of the lllnnesota State Horticultural Society and the Lily Society.

llany plants now available have been propagated using tissue culture. Some,
such as the Boston fern, are grown exclusively by tlssue culture. Others,
such as the Staghorn fern, have beendramatlcally neduced ln prlce because
they are easily propagated through tissue culture. And this method of
prgpagatlon has macle posslble "certlf led virus-fnee" stnalns of raspberries,
blackberrnies, apples and the l lke.

Ascher says the simplest way to explain tissue culture is to think of it as
"mlcro-clonlng." l lost of us have "cloned" plants -- taKen a cuttlng, rooted it,
and started a new plant. ln fact, t lssue culture requines all of the same
elements as this simple type of cloning: a piece of plant t issue; nutrients
such as nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium; waten; and a support medium.
To this are added a source of energy ( usually some form of sugar ), vitamins
and growth honmones, the exact type and amount depending upon the plant
being propagated.. Tissue culture also nequires a stenile environment, since
microbes thrive along with the plant matenial in the rich broth of the tissue
culture medium. The biggest different between what we clone and what
tlssue culturists clone is 1n the slze of the plant materlal. Some plants can
be grown from as l i t t le as a single cel l .

One amazlng thlng ls the number of plantlets can be grown fnom one clonal
parent. Using tradltional methods 3 to 5 l l ly bulbs can be generated from
each ll ly scale. Wltn about 100 scales per bulb, each parent plant could be
expected to produce between 300 and 500 offspring. Using tissue cultune
techniques on I mil l imetercross sections of the parent bulb, some 20,000
off spring can be produced from the same bulb.

Woody plants have been diff icult to propagate reliably in the past, but now
all the new "Lights" azaleas and the "North" blueberries are neproduced using
tissue culture methods. As a result, these winter toler'ant varieties have
amived at the garden centers years earlier than would previously have been
possible. Three cheers for tlssue culture and scientists, like Dr. Peter
Ascher, who have perfected these techniques!
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