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behind the currain of  - t .he 
theatre in iS i r , "  inner

world--The Magic of  the Theacre.

Come! Join us at  I ' IGCM's M"r.h ,"" t ing,  Tlg.dry
Nlarch 24th at  0:OO rtoor
RmboM.-Dinner $t i .50.  Br i i rg your ; i i "  and
fr iends.

SPEAKER: RUTH BACHI"IAN
TOPIC: THE MAGIC OF THE THEATER

I{or ld renowned set.designer DESMOND HEELEy has
designed this year 's Dal ton-Bachman Flower Show.
The show is a salute to t .he Guthr ie and depicts
the mys tery,  magic and rnerr iment of  th;  th; ; ; ; ; .

One of  t .he f  ocal  points of  th is year 's show
wi11.-be pre_sentat ions by Ruth Bachman. Twice each
f l ;1.Y:.-Bachman wi l l -guide the 

" i ; ; i ;e 
pubt ic

0n the 24Lh both Ruth and her husband Dare wi l r
s i rare their  knowledge and expert ise both in the
theatre and in the larden shbw.

RESERVATT0N(S)
Return th is form

Duane Reynolds

plan to at tend. Reserve place(s) for  me (911.50 each)

is enclosed.

S igna ture

1UK iv lGCM MEU'I ' ING b PM TUESDAY EVENING MARCH 24
by i ' larch 21, wi th your check payable to MGC|{ to

,71,1,6 39th Avenue l {or th,  New Hope, MN, 55427

My Guest(s)  wi l l  be

My check for $
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Moehnke, Chur i l la

BACK: Berg,  Proctor,  Neby
FR0NT: Stenger,  R. Olson

Reynolds,  Bonlender

was scheduled for December 8th at
sty le because the col lege did not
thaL way.
Possible changes in name tags were discussed.
Discussion led Lo a suggest ion that a past pract ice of  mai l ing
to v is i tors as a membership recrui-Lment sLrategy be again t . r ied
Editor is unaware of  any such pract ice dur ing his ' term, L97 1 to
Author ized publ icat ion of  the fo l lowing:

BOARD MEETING NOTES

This year the SPRAY
through the courtesy
of Seeretary Riek
Bonlender plans to
pr int  news about Board
discussions of  interest
to the general  member-
ship.

At the February meet ing:
o Quest ion was raised about a $33.00 fee

f or use of  t .he Linden Hit ls park center
for the auct ion.  Lynhurst ,  the 1985
si te,  wi l l  be checked.

r  Af ter  contacts wi t .h the Swedi-sh Inst i -
tute and Augsburg Col lege i t  was de-
cided to i ro ld the L987 Christmas party
at  Augsburg.  Howarci  Berg to ld us
at the February MGCM meet ing t .he party

Augsburg;  but i t  would not be fami ly
have enough of  the r ight  d ishes Lo serve

3 free SPRAYS
. ( rrre
daLe. )

ATTEI ' ITION: I ' IGCM MEI ' IBERS WHO ARE ALSO }"{ INNESOTA PUBLIC RADIO MEI ' {BERS

Minnesota Publ ic Radio (ypn) provides a membership benef i t  of  one free
classi f  ied advert isement in their  Minnesota Monthly members magazine. i ' icc i ' {
members wi th a l ' {PR membership can help increase the vis ib i l i ty  of  our gar-
den club and possibly recrui t  new talent for  the c lub. I  have been a i ' lPR
member for  several  ybars and I  have never used this rnembership benef i t .
Let 's pool  our f ree'ads together and have an open invi tat ion to interested
gardeners l is ted in each month of  the Minnesota Monthly.  I  wi l l  do the
work to set  i t  up i f  vou wi l l  donate your ad. Contact  Rick Bonlender
(729.5353) i f  you are interested

CONT]NUII{G i" IEMBERSHIP BUT NOT I i ' I  DIRECTORY

Johnson, Claus R.
6044 Chicago Ave.

Nlpls .  ,  554L7

869-0692 Leming, Richard
5 309 Ho I  lyrvood

Edina, 55436

L.
p,"l

929 -  531.7

Renner,  Frank
161-4 Shidan

Mpls.  ,  5541

NEI{ MEMBER

L.
Ave. l ' l
1,
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"Soflic Bloom" Fascinates lvlemhers at February
lvleet i ng

reported by Andy Marlow

One of Dan far lsnn's achievements is enshrined in the Guiness Enok of WorlrJ
Recnrds, and i f  he has ongthing to sag sbout i t ,  this f i rst entrg wi l l  nst be his
lnst.  Dnn is credited with grnwing a "purple passion vine," narmrl lg obout a
foot and a half  long houseplant,  to a lengt-h of over 1300 feet.  He grew this
neorlg quarter-mile- long specimen from srdinarg cutt ings in his Elaine,
l l innesota, home using his own specisl  growing technique csl led "sonic bloont."
He spnke about what Eppeors to be the remarkoble success nf this method tn
l'16Cl"l rnembers at the f,lub's Februorg 3 meeting.

Dan has formed his own compsnu -- Dan f,ar lsnn Scienti f ic Enterprises -- to
market 'sonic bloom" to houseplant growers, small  gardeners, orchordists and
commercial formers. In addit ion, he has been working wit-h a number of groups
concerned about world hunger in opplging his methsd to plants thot are
port iculor lg sui ted to serni-ar id c l imates ond poor ssi ls, ,cnndi t inns th l t  exist
where mEnU of the world's hungrg Feople l ive.

Hunger nnd povertg, in fact,  were what got him interested in plant breedirr!  EnrJ
nutr i t ion. While serving in Korea in the U.5. mil i targ, Dan wos struck bg the
desperate condit ions faced bg mong of the p00r, including subsistence farmers.
h/hen he returned frnm mil i torg service, he studied for his B.A. degree in plnnt
breeding at the Universitg nf l l innesota. l t  was there, Don recounted, thnt he
discovered st imulants thot  made 3 out of  100 plonts grow t0 10 t imes their
normol size. He knev this was n good f irst step, ond he went on to research r
method f or using sound curnbined with a fol iar sFrsu of plnnt growth
st imulsnts to grow plonts mfrnu t imes larger than their normal size \yi th
regul ar i  tg.

The sprag is,  according to Dnn, organic and non-tsxic.  l t  contains 55
micro-nut-rrents and trace elements. l t 's a concentrate,6 ounces uf which ore
dissolved in l2 gol lonr of vrater. Natural lg, a home gordener would be rnnre
l ikelg to use l /2 ounce in one gal ' l r :n of wal.er,  but Dsn showed uir leo tapes and
sl ides of  h is methnd being used on euergthing i rom housepiants to open
pol l inated corn tn 0rf lnLle trees tn alf  al f  a hag f ielr ls.

Though the sprag is important,  i t  woulrJ not produce nearlg the same effect
without the nccompanging sounds. Dan bases the sounds of the tal ls of birds
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Although esch bird is said l .o have a dist inct  cal l ,  a lmost ol l  b i rd sounds fal l
within 6 narrori  range of sc'und frequencg. Dan uses special lg bui l t  nsci l latrrrs
to creote snunds in that sf lme frequencg range in the f ield. Since these sarxe
sgurrds, i-rould quicklg drive frnuune crEZU inside a house, his home "sonic bloom"
kit  csntains an audio tape with electronical lg recreated bird cal ls emberJded in
lndian ragss and European classical music. Dan sEUs, for some re6s0n as get
unl ' ;nown, these ssunds al low the plants tE' toke up the nutr ients in the sprag
much more eff ic ient lg than theg could otherwise. He theorized that theg
encnursge the stomota to open and toke in the food, el though he sags both the
tap and bottom sf leaves should be spragerj .  The music is usual lg plaged at the
t ime the plnnts f l re spraged with the nutr ients, but Drn said thot plaging the
sounds earlg in the morning also al lo,#s the plants to take up the dew and
increose brl th size and gield.

Dan shnwed mang exomples of hon his methods is being used ond haw
spectacular the results have been. He sags 'sonic bloom" has never fsi led nn
ang plant.  He sags i t  consistent lg provides enrl ier maturi tg, great-er gields,
better tnste, more nutr i t ion and longer shelf  l i fe for the produce. He cited s
300S increase in gield for  coul i f lower in one test .  He showed video tape of
"ssnic bloom" being used on n test orchard sf ci trus trees. Young Tree Decl ine
{YTD} is k i l l ing l0,B of  c i t rus t rees wor ld vr ide,  but i t  was el iminated in the
test orchard. And, the orang€ trees could hordlg hold al l  ine frui t ,  which r/ere
growing inside the crsy./n of the tree, frs wel l  as on the outside. At the San
Juan Pueblo in l . lew l lexicn, plants are being gro$,n from'anc' ient seed," open
pol l inated rrar iet ies wel l  sui ted to semi-or id c l imotes and mnrginal  soi ls.
"Sonic blncm" Eppeflrs to make these variet ies i l ield enough tr:  be Dorr-rmercisi lL- l
rr iable. perhaps providing rel iable subsistence and cosh crops to Third rC0rld
farmers. 0ne plont of lndion Red l" landan corn, treated with "sonir bloom" as
seed and growing plant,  g ie lded 14 eors.

Dan's tolk excited bsth the trust ing and the skepticr l  in the HGCl"l  audience. A
feyr wolked out r ight  of terhis ts lk,  but  the 30 0rs0 brochures he had with him
rl isappeared in less t -han a minute.  Dsn far lson Scient i f ic  Enterpr ises wi l l
t reat whole f ields for nn entire season for $50 an f lcre. Home-gnrdener-size
ki ts of  "sonic bloom" are relot ivelg rnore expensiue, $30 snd $60 dol lars.  Theg
contain the nutr ient  crncentrate,  an audio tape, a sFrau bntt le end instruct ions

l iour author has obtoined n sample ki t  of "sonic blosm" {fr tm rng l i fe as a rndio
producer) ond wi l l  be using i t  on n test group of uegetables in this geor's gorr len
from see'J tn mature frui t  stage. l f  I  can frnd the r00m, I ' i l  group one group with
nu treotment-,  one with nutr ients ' :nlg, one with sound onlg and one vri th both
nutr ients and snund. l t  wsn' t  be str ict lg scient i f ic ,  l 'm surB, but l '11 repnrt-  nn
the results ofter the harvest.
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' 'TELL THEM TO WAIT . IIM BUSY GARDENING''

Bob Olson
Pres ident
Men's Garden Club of  Minneapol is

Since I  became President of  the Garden Club, l l fe has changed around my house.
Suddenly I  started receiv ing more phone cal ls than my wlfe and daughters are gett ing.
This is an unexPected bonus -  in addi t ion to newfound respect f rom ny fani ly (who
apparent ly equate soci .a l  standing to f requency of  incoming phone ca1ls) .  I lve
gotten to know a fai r  number of  our members qui te wel l .  Gardeners tend to be very
interest ing fe l lows.

A couple of  the most interest ing characters are Ed Culbert  and Russ Sni th.  At  our
last  meet ing,  Ed gave a short  but  spir i ted test imonial  to the exci temenc and intr igue
one can f ind at  some of the business sessions of  the Nat i -onal  Convent ion of  the MGCA.
Not many guys can make such topics sound interest ing.  The l is t  of  seminars and tours
planned for th is yearrs convenEion in Rockford,  I l l inois sound terr l f ic .  Ed tel ls me
they are even better lhan the business meeEings. As you know, Russ Smith is cry ing
Eo organize a bus tr ip for  the Minneapol is Club to Rockford.  This would be rhe ideal
way to aEtend Ehe convent ion.  The bus wi l l  be avai . lable to take you to Ehe conven-
Eion, dr ive you around at  the convent ion,  and then take you home again.  Russ says he
can do ic for  $35.00 per person round tr ip wi th a fu l l  bus.  Even ar $70.00 ( for  only
a hal f - f i1 led bus) i t  would be a remarkable bargain.  Being able ro v is i t  wi th guys
l ike Russ and Ed along the way would make i t  a memorable event even without the exci le-
nent of  a Nat ional  convent ion.  I f  you are interesred, c411 Russ Smich (phone: 375-1878)
and learn more about iE.

Bob Roberg, who jo ined the MGCM this year,  Eold me he hopes Eo learn more about gar-
dening Ehrough the club. One of  che problems for hin is he doesn' t  know who he can
cal l  on for  speci f ic  quest lons.  In past years we have signed up fort t interesE groups"
in var ious areas (dahl ias,  roses, i r ises and even hostas) but Eo my knowledge, the
grouPs never seem to meet or do anything. After conferr ing wi th some of Ehe other
board members,  I  d idnrE bother to c i rculate the sheets th is year.  I  wi l l  at  the nexc
neeEing at  Ehe church. Perhaps we wi l l  have i t  for  those who would be wi l l ing to be
a resource in speci f ic  areas for members who wish consulLat ion.  Any other ideas along
this l ine would be welcome.

Another idea thac has been ment ioned again is che creat ion of  a new membership Phoro
Directory.  As most of  you reca11, th is is a book of  photos of  the var ious lndiv idual
members togeEher wi th a very br ief  descr ipt ion of  their  backgrounds and gardening
interesE/expert ise.  The last  one \ras prepared largely through che ef for ts of  Archi .e
Caple in 1978. Because of  Ehe cost and size of  the job,  i t  hasntt  been kept currenr.
Archie is looking into the feasibi l i ty  of  creat ing a new one. This would be an excel-
lent  way to quickly f ind an expert  in a given area. I t  is  a lso a good aid co learn
the names and faces of  che members as wel l  as something about then. Most people have
commented very favorably on the old Photo Directory.  I f  the cosE isn'c prohibir ive,
Archie and I  may be asking for volunceers to help work on such a projecE. Please
contact  me i f  you have some expert ise or interest  in th is area.

Euery lfiember Spotrsors AMeut lWemher
Euery Ifiember Sponsors ANeut lWemher

e-
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l  c 'F 'e rarr

i  q! ,

Fi11 Hul1
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DRIFT FROM THE SPRAYER
- Ed Culbert

Former member E. T.  | , lontgomery,  83, who helped I ' {GCM incorporate died
January L7. A Minneapol is STAR and TRIBUNE art ic le,  wi th picture,  said
of him:

In the ear ly 1950f s Mont.gomery was president of  t .he Laf ayette Club at
Minnetonka Beach. He also was a former member of  the vest. ry at  St .
St.ephens, the American Law Inst i tute,  the Minneapol is Club and the
Ment s Garden Club of  Minneapol is.  His garden of ten was Dart  of  the
garden clubts shows. His o ' ther main hoSby was art .  "WhLn he wasn' t
pract ic ing law he truly loved working in his garden",  h is son said,r tand he spenL many hours at  h is art .  x

New member Char les Levine volunteered to serve on the SPRAY commit tee.
We are putt ing him t .o work r ight  away. l {ho wouldn' t? He is a member of
the Garden Wri ters of  America.  He has wri t ten plant.  informat ion specials
and fact  sheets for  the Chicago Botanical  Garden. Current ly he is at  the
Agri-Business Vocat ional  Center of  the Minneapol is Publ ic Schools (4717
D5wl ing St.  S.)  Look for his art . ic les under lhe heading THE PLANT DOCTORTS
ADVICE.

Bi l l  Hul I 's  ar t ic le on page 6 alert .s you to the f  act
that  the f988 MGCA Convent ion in Minneapol is is just
around t .he corner and that vour helo is needed--
urgent ly needed.

I ' ie have a lot  of  good ideas and have garnered a few
more from the folks in Rockford.  Hotels are s iened
up. Several  other plans are almost f inal ized. Every
month f rom now on look f  or  f4 in"neapol is publ ic i ty in
THE GARDENER and in the bi-monLhly let ter  f rom head-
quarters in Iowa

One of  the best bi ts of  publ ic i ty can be your presence
at t .he convent ion in Rockf ord,  I l l inois July l3-16.
Plan to at tend at  least  one day but,  preferrably,  for

the ent i re convent ion.  Take advantage of  the $f40 ear ly registrat ion fee.
But hurry!  You wi l l  have only a few days af ter  th is SPRAY reaches you to
get your money in.

Another edi tor  said i t .  I  d idn' t  but  i t  appl ies
club to be act ive and vigorous i t  takes more than
bership l is t - -we need members who are wi l l ing to
i t ies !  How about i t?

equal ly to MGCM. For a
just  names on the mem-

part ic ipate in c lub act . iv-

(  conf,  L lued p.  ? )

Forcing Branches
'  As spnngtime draws nearer. manv of.us get rather impanent for

sprinErme ilowers. One way to kind of ,,hury things along'.: is
to force branches ro bioom indoors. While many-cf us f,avJ
unknowingly forced pussy willows by placing them in water,
we can intentionally force branches of many flowenng woody
plants to bloom in our homes.

_ Forcing branches to bloom lndoors is actually quite simple. ,
The first thing, of cours€, is to select your plant maienal. ln ad-
dition to the many flowering shrubs such as forsythia, cherries
and pussy wrllows, many o{ our larger trees like maples. ejms
and oaks. have small. but very lovelv flowers.

THE PI..ANT DOCTOR'S ADVTCE
by Chuck Levlne

' Begin bv selecting branches whrch are well supplied with an
- abundance of plump litr le buds. Cut them on a nlce sunnv dav.
at two to three foot lenEhs. Don't be rndiscrimrnate 

'n 
your.ui-

tlng as many a tree has been permanentiy disfrgured by the
careiess prunerl

Once cut. the actual forcing procedure is rather simpie.
Bnng the stems indoors. cut the ends of the branches ar a slant
and peel the bark back about an inch. then pound or crush the
ends of the stems with a hammer. Place the branches in a cool
bnghtly lit room. awav from direct sun and heat vents. Change
the water often anci add a ttz teaspoon of liquid bleach or a few

. pieces o{ charcoai to keep the water from spoiiing. Most bran.
'ches should bloom within two weeks.
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i ' lORE DRIFT FROM THE SPRAYER

Several  years ago I  met a fe l low extol t ing the v i r tues of  a vegetable
sponge: "Ju: . t  t1."  th ing f_or your wi f  e.  "  5o r  uougnt '  on".  My i i r "  re le-
gated i t  to the basemeni wirere i t  st i l l  remain" oi  nty workbench. A recent
column by PgU Cri tchf ie ld in the Spokane MGC's I { ITE tnalnnn reminds me
that I  real ly should get around to t ry ing i t .

"For those t fat . t? l t .  to grow.scmething di f ferent and real ly wanL to get
:omgthing 9"!  of  i t  \ ty growing loofal  Loofa is a land .po.,gu thar grows
inside a v in ing gourd.  f t  l ikes to grow on a t re l l is .  Do not let  the" loofa l ie on.Lhe ground as i t  wi l l  s fo i t .  The 

"porg" 
touted as a skin

condi t ioner is sought af ter  by the discr iminat ing bf ther and let is face i t .
I t  is  an al l  around sponge for every chore.  Loofas area tendr i l  c t imhlno
vine and as a ry19 grbto [p to 15 reer bur ean reach 25 i "" i .  

- - ih" t - i ; ; ; "3,rn

so let  them work for  you, is a shade screen as the fol iase is oret iy.  p lant-
ing t ime is as soon a-s the 

" .o i l  
warms up and danger 

" ; -F;" ; ;  
i r -p"" t .  Soak

seed 72 hours,  p lant t /Z inch deep and ipr . .  1 fSot apart  in ruel i  drained
soi l  containing lots of  compost.  -Al low 

i ru i ts to mature on the vine unt i l
!h"y turn brown ?td then pi i . t  and store in.a cool  p lace. Af ter  they are
d.ty"  goak. loofas in a bucket of  water for  L/2 hour.  Peel  of  f  the outside
shel l  and trang up to dry again.  Af ter  they dry again cuL open and shake
out Lhe seeds. Cut up inLo desired pieces. Soak- in a solut ion of  l iquid
bleach using one part  of  b leach to nine of  water.  This iv i l l  make you a
niee lvhi te sponge. P.S. You better grow extras as your wi fe wi l l -c la im
most of  them." _ R

r rnrr  I  nlv l t r l \ .  S GAI{: i f t l  cLUB
,;LI]B

-l- 
rl- 
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Treasurer:  Joseph L.  Stenger
5W6Ard Ave. S. ,  l t inneEpol is 554Lg
Past-President:  Robert  G. bhur i l ta
me. N.E.,  s i :  Anrhonv 55418

DIRECTORS:
Howard H. Berg
10107 Lakeviei  Dr.  ,  l . l innetonka
David 0.  Moehnke

) )J4J

2400 E. 125 Sr. ,  Burnsvi l le 55337
Charles R. Procuor
7220 York Ave. S.,  Edina 55435
Herber t  L.  l , leby
3801 l {e lcome Ave. N. ,  Crvs ta l

l . { inneapol is,  } l innesota 554L7


