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NH(T MGCM MEETING TUESDAY NOVEIVIBER loth

Wetve found a new placet
I,AKE HARRIET UNITD METHODIST CHURCH
49th Street and Chowen Avenue South.

Wetve rol led back the prtee to $5.0O

Theref 11 be an elect lon of  of f leers fon 1982
and. a talk on the

HISTORY OF TI{E I,AKE HARRIET ROSE GARDENS-PARK
oy

MARY LERMAN, Coordlnaton of Hort leultural programs
for the Mlnneapolls Park and Recreatlon Board.
Ms. Lerman ls a graduate Ln hort lculture from
the Unlversl t : l  of  Mlnnesota.
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r{E iIE i}ivITED TO KLiER'S

MGCM member Howard KLler extends h1s annuaL ln-
vltatlon to all MGCM members to gather for an
lnformal evenlng at  h1s place of  busl-ness, K11err  s
Nursegr 5901 N1col let  Avenue, on Fr lday November
27th (The day af ter  Thanksglv lng).  Come any t lme
aften 6 P.M. Wlves and fr lends ane lncluded ln
the lnvl tat lon.

We w111 spend the evenlng maklng Chrlstmas wreaths,
eenterpleces, etc,  for  oun own use. Help w111 be
avallabLe for neophytes so lnexperlence need not
keep you away. Brlng your own materlals or pur-
chase there as needed. Howard even promtses re-
freghments,

qARDENING HELI. Have you wasted ttme vlslttng
ffi or thumblng through catalogs look-
lng for  a part lcular plant? The answer could be
a new gulde br lnglng togethen sources fon more
than JOO plants,  seeds and aecessortes.  Send a
sel f -addressed buslness-stze envelope, wl th two
2O-cent stamps, to Mat lorder Assoclat lon of  Nur-
ser1rmen, Dept. MA, 210 Cartwrlght Blvd., Massapequa
Park,  N.Y.1,1762

NEW IN 1981 MEIqBERS

Raymond D. Campbell

ALbert J. Rahlenbeck



Have you read page 1? Dld you mlss the remlnder to send ln your reservat lon
card? I t  wasntt  there,  of  course. Here l t  ls .

GET YOIIR RESERVATION CARD IN AT ONCE. NOWI:

narlum. Among them were:
9 They require a minlmum of care, needlng oi:1y

every few months and an occaslonal prtunlng.

MERVIN EISEL' S TALK AT T}IE OCTOBER MEETING WAS STIMULATTNG
by Andy Manlow

If you have ever wondered how craftsmen have fltted magnlfleent shlp models
lnto t tny bott les,  the arr lval  of  the bott le ter . r"ar lum ln the eanly 197Ot s
must have been an equal mystelf. At the October meetlng of MGCM, Me:rvln
E1se1 cleared away the mystery as far  as the terrar lum ls concerned. Des-
crtblng hlmsel f  as ' ran oLd perennlal  f rom the Anboretum',  Elsel  provlded
l lsteners wl th Just  one of  h ls qual l f lcat tons fon speaklng about bott le ter-
rar lums. He ls also the author of  the Unlversi ty of  Mlnnesotar s Agrtcul tural
Extenslon Senvlce faet sheet on the subJect.

Actually, the l97}t s marked the reblrth of the terranlum accordlng to Eigel.
In the 1B5Ot s an EngJ.lsh docton, Nathanlal Ward, dlscovered a fern growlng
ln a covered eontalner. After he pnoved that plants actually thrlved ln an
enclosed envlronment,  t tWardlan caseg,,  as they were ca11ed, were used to
brlng all manner of troplcaL plants sulted for the lndoor envlroment back
to England on the long sa11lng voy&ges of that era. The Vlctontans, 1n fact'
cneated al l  sorts of  faney Jars,  bot tLes and eases ln whleh to grow thelr
plants.  Then, for  some reason, the pract lce dled out unt l1 about a decade
ago.

Elsel clted sevenal good neasons fon plantlng and malntalnlng a bottle ter-

mocier'ate iigi,t, soiiie wabe::

c Plants are protected from dust.
c The natural condengatlon cycle 1n the bottle heLps malntaln humldlty

ln our dry, wlnten homes.
o They are practtca11y ehlld proof and eat proof.
o fhey make a nlce gt f t .  ( fn fact ,  Elsel  p lanned on taklng h1p demon-

str i t lon model f rom our meet lng to a f r" lend 1n the hosp1ta1.)
o I t ts the best use he ean thlnk of  for  o ld gal lon Jugs.

Elsel  soon proceeded to demonstrate how stmple l t  1s to get al l  those plants,
sol1,  moss and other necessl t les lnto a gal1on Jug. He prefer!  a contalner
*ftf,- some helght slnce plants do have a tendency to gnow upward. A some-
what loose-fitttng cork ts also requlred so that gases may pass 1n and out
of  the bott le.

Good tooLs are essent la l ,  but  Else1 says the best ones are those you make
yoursel f .  He suggested a funnel  wl th a hose at tached, to pour so1l .  onto
if,e exaci spot ftt s needed; a dlgger, bastcally a small spoon bent to f1t
ln the bottle and attaehed to a dowel long enough to reach the bottom of
the Jug; a grabber on a dowel; and a prunlng devlce. Also handy are a rod
wlth-a-6trcutar loop at  one end and pleces of  scrap metal  bent to the bot-
t lets shape for eleanlng 1t .

A c lean, drT bott le 1s essent la l .  Pleceg of  moss, whlch Elsel  eol lected
hlmsel f ,  were no11ed, put 1n the bott le,  and then unrol led and arranged to
make a nest for the dralnage materlal and soll. Next Elsel used the funne
wlth hose to careful ly place smaLl chunks of  eharcoal  ln the bottom for

(cont lnued on page 3)



drainage. So11 covered that.  (Also eareful ly placed to keep the lnslde
of the bott le c lean. )  Flnal ly,  the plants were placed and planted. Elsel
recommends no more than 2 or 3 plants ln a one ga11on Jug. He chose a box-
wood and a dwanf leathenleaf fern, but many klnds of plants are adaptable
to a bott le terrar lum. A falr ly complete l is t  ls  lneluded wlth U of  M faet
sheet #29, wr l t ten by our speaker.  fhe faet sheet ls ava11able f rom the
Agrleul tural  Extension Servlce or f rom a county agent.

ElseL encouraged those who bu1ld thelr own terrarlums to plant the larger
plants toward the center of  the bott le,  the rnedlum slzed plants fur ther out
and the 1ow plants near the edge. He sald the p3-ant lngs should look natural
and present a dlffenent scene from each vlewlng angIe. He also urged fo1low-
1ng a theme, sueh as woodland, bog, etc.  And, oh yes, the moss formlng the
sol1 nest should be folded over:  the solL af ter  p lant lng and addl t lonal
pleees of  moss posl t loned to cover al l  the sol l  for  a nLce green, growlng
look.

F1nal1y, Elsel says, add a scant amount of water., tro more than a quarter
cup. f f  no condensat lon beglns to show ln a few days, add a l l t t le more
water. But, too much waten lnlt laIly can be fatal to your efforts' so be
careful .  Then al l  that  remalns ls to cork the bott le 1oose1y, put t t  ln
moderate Llght such as an east wlndow, and get ready for frlends to admlre
your work.

Mervln Else1 made the Job look easy for us,  but  he has bul l t  more than 5O
terrarlums. He admltted that hts flrst requlred the lnspiratlon of men
landlng on the moon and took hlm some s1x hours to do. However, two 5
ga11on terrarlums bullt as many as flve years ago and brought to the meetlng
by Elsel  are st1l1 f lourtshlng; evldence that even a few hours spent w111
be rewarded for" manlr iiea:rg to eome-

1982 MCCA CALEIVDAR SALES

Our f l rst  annual  calendar sale was an overwhelmlng success, thanks to the
flne support and cooperatlon of almost every member of our club. Top honors
go to Sir l rnn Plnkhamr-who soLd 600 to persons outslde the c1ub. That equals
our orlglnal goal of 5 per membbr ln the c1ub.

Our totaL sales were ]:5O2 calendars, whlch lncluded B or:ders from members
fon printed calendars for a total of 41O. fhe remalnlng 592 calendar:s were
Uought by members ln quantlt les from 1 to 20. Our order may well !e the
lar[est ttun order 1n the country and averages 13.23 per member. fotal
sales were $3r250.00.

As a resul t  of  our f tne response, our t reasury ls r teher Uy $48O.60. Thls
ls about half as much as we make on a sprlng plant sale wlth less work.
I t  amounts to $4.60 per member on the average and.polnts up the f"9!  that ,
when a membero nuys 5 'cafenaars (ou" n" i fonal  goal) ,  r , "  1s Lontr tbut lng $t .50
to the c lub. Th; ortgtnaL alm of  the calendar sales program was tg,produce
a regular annual lneome for both elubs and MGCA ln an effont to hold down
or eien reduce annual  dues. I t  seems to be worklng, both ln oun club and
on a natlonal seale and next year should show even larger proflts.

I thank all of you fot:
sendlng your checks.
to v is l t  wl th eaeh of

your flne cooperatlon ln orderlng yolr shane and for
tt nas been a rewardlng experlence and a good occaslon
You bY Phone 

-chet GroEer
NEW MEMBER

wllllam G. HadGlffil- 929-9560
5404 Abbott Place, Edlna, MN. 55410
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RED DELPHINIUIUS
by Phl1 Smtth

(Havlng seen the spectacular red delphlnlums ln hls townhouse garden on a
19BO suruner garden tour, we asked Phl1 to write some eomments on these
ulusual specimens for The GARDEN SPRAY. )

I have grown the tred.tf delphs from seed at various tlmes ln the last B to
10 years. The color and quallty of the plants have conslstently lmproved
over that penlod. In the Delphlnlum Soctety, they are refenred to as
ttUnlversity Hybrlds" olor more usually, as slmply red delphlnlums. The
colors range Lfrrougtr deep blood red, geranlum red, dark p1um, orange-scarlet
and shades of p1nk. However, each group of seeds produces a good number of
deep or brtght red colors.

The Unlverslty Hybrlds are the ereatlon of Dr. R. A. H. "Bobt Legro, a well-
known plant f i"eeOer and hor"tlcultu:rlst at Wanglnengen Unlversl-ty ln Holland.
ite usuil ly pr.ovldes excess seed each year to the Delphlnlum Soclety for
sale to mbmbers. Some years lt ls searce and other years pLenty ls avalI-
abl-e. Dlrectlons for onderlng the seed appear ln the Yearbook publlshed
by the Soclety,

Dr.  Legno has been wor.k lng on thls proJect s lnce 1953. H1s goal  has been
to produce delphlnlums _ln a good red color wlth a form a.nd quallty equal
to the elatum hybr lds (regutar perennlal  delphlnlums),  and whlch could be
easlly grown or propagated for the popular cut f lower market ln HolLand
and Europe, He has- achleved outstandlng success, but because of  propagat lon
pnoblems, trade lntnoduetlon ls st1l1 perhaps 5 years away'

There a.re two specles of wl1d delphlnlums wlth brlght red florets; D. ca::d-
lna1e (Aeep scar let)  and O; nudlcaule (onange-red).  l t tey arg boih nat lve
to the-mouhtalns of 'Ca11fornla.  Thelr  color ts great,  but ,  l lke many wl1d
flowers, the fLorets are smal1 and sparse and the specles do not propagate
wel l  ln cul t lvat lon.

Dr.  Legro or lg lnaLLy crossed these two speeles,  and thelr  hybr ld (D;N.C.,
for sh5rt) frad features of both parents. To work toward the better form
anO qual l ty he sought,  he erossea t f ,e D.N.C. hybr ld,  contalnlng lq chromo-
somej, wlth an elatum- hybrld, contalnlng 32 chnonosomes, by doubllng the
chnomosomes ln the D.N,C. seedl lngs uslng colchlc lne t reatment.  The f l rst
breakthrough came ln 1958, wlth a seedllng havlng some of the good form of
an elatum. The work has contlnued with progress on genetlc varlabll lty,
plant and fl-oret form, and constltutlon. At Least some further work needs
to be done on propagat lon,  a l though there has been eonstderable reeent pro-
gress; The plantb grown from Dr. T,egrot s seed are generally sterl le' per-
i l t t t tng hlm to control  the source. Those that do set seed general l {  pro-
duce notf,tng of lnterest. A good nursetarman can propagate cholce plants
fr"om cuttlngs, but thls ls generally not done 1n Europe. It ls more common
ln the Unlted Klngdom.

Fundlng for Dr. Legror s red delphlnlum prroject, one of several he super-
vlses, has come from the Unlverllty, government and trade sourees, but he
has been ln danger of  1oslng f lnanclal  support  several  t lmes because of
the many years Involved ln ttre proJect. However, reeent lnfortnatlon ls
that Dr.  Legro bel leves thd proj 'ect  ean be completed ln the next f lve years.

I have had generally good luek g.ermlnattng the Unlverslty Hybrld seed.
rurosi aerpirr.ilum seeb [tves a 90% germlnatlon rate. (::;r*?:3 l?ui#ltrl
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Thursday Evening,

Mount Ol lvet
December 10, 1981

LuEheran Church

Sociel  Eour -  6:15 P.n.
Binnee -  6:45 P.n.

You r"r iL l  be pleased to know that onee again our Chr istnas Party
is going to be held at  Hount Ol ivet .

?unch wi l l  be served at  5:15, giv ing you a hal f  hour before dinner
is served, to reminlsce si th o1d fr iends and get acquainted with
new fr iends.

The dinner wi l l  feature our t radi t ional  PAMDE OF TURKEYS'
with one turkey for each tab1e. Plbase indicate on
the reservat ion for-m nhether or not you would l ike to
be a turkey carver.

&Lt*grqeif fnent wi l l  be provided by the Spring Iake
Park Hieh School  Chorus.

There w111 be a ntsrber of  door pr izes awarded.
In addi t ion,  each lady Present v i1 l  be glven
a poinsett ia to teke home

Wives are al ' *ays invi ted,  but you rnay also
br ing other guests as wel l .

The cost wi l l  be $8.50 Per Person.

In order to facl l i tate Flanning, i t  *ould be very
helpful  l f  you would make your reservet ion as soon
as possible,  but  in no case later than Deces"ber 3rd '

Please detach the reservat ion for-m below and rnal l
i t  prcmpt ly,  wi th Your check-

{
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t-

_-.---.-.---



seed usually germlnates only about 59/, but I have always \"1^S94 or more.
ifrf s year, l ' toilever, I only got 2 seedllngs from a packet of 30 seeds '

The form of the better u.H. plants compares favorably wlth regular_elatum
nybr lds.  The f lorets are general ly wel l -spaced on a fu l l  splke-and about
2,  ln s lze 

"orp"""A 
[o-g ' i  6r  more for good- elatums. The U.H. p]-ants tend

to be somewhat shorter,  about 3t ,  whlch ls great for  staklng. , -The-splkes
have a strong, ; t "y '  stem wfCi:  eo6A fol lage.-  I t  ls_sald the U.H. plants do
not have as 

"i"o"g" 
a constltution nor are they as long-llved as the Engllsh

stralns: Thls seemed true 5 or 5 years &8o., but of 1O plants I had last
year, 9 came through the wlnter wlth no cover and vlrtually no snowr

Several MGCM memberg have asked about obtalnlng plants or seeds of the red
d" lpf , tn lut .  Mt ; ; ;a s imply ls l tmlted each year.  -As U. S..Vlce-P::esldent
of  the Delphlnlum Soclety,  I  usual ly c?n get"  only l -packet (a5 or 30 seeds),
as can other members of the Soclety. Accordlngly, I,recommend that those
lnterested jo ln the Delphlntum soclety_and order seed when noted ln the
V"""6o"f.. L memUershfp'cfreef< for $5.bO *ay be_sent to: C. R. Edwards, 11
f,o.g-C"o"", S;;t Creen, Beaconsfleid, Bucki., England, HP9 2YN' Alrtnall
pouI"g" for seed once 4Ol per l/2 ounce ls now hlghe:r.

fncidentally, membershlp ln the Soclety ls very worthwhlle for anyone tnten-
ested ln the g"n;s.- 

-ertrten 
the Yearuoot< of Lob pag_e! or the free packet of

regular delphlnlum seed ls easlly wo{th the membbrsnfp fee. The opportunlty
io"purcf :ase the U.H. seed and seed of  other hand-made crosses 1s a bonus.

I have planned on propagatlng some of my plants- by cuttl lgs !o provlde to
MGCM members. I have succesEfully propleited them_wl_ren I ha.d a deslrable
place and exposure at my prevlous home. However, I do not have a vellF
i . "a- .* . t - , ,1,  f ""  C" lng eb at  m;" ' townhor:s.e" I  dc pLan to work cn s.sexual
propagatton thls fall.

It should be noted t:nat the propagatlon of red delphlnlums,by seed on
asexual means for any commenicai iurposes ls prohlblted. When the vartety
ls introdueeO io-the"trade, Dr. Lbgrb expeets to obtaln proprietary rlghts.
The seed oOtafneA tf,nougf, ifre Soelety fs for trlal or test purposes only.

The red delphlnlums have glven me a gneat deal of pleasure, and I suggest
interestea memnerJ grve t6em a try'; 

*The quaLlty ls now much supertor to
that of even 5 years ago. If anybne read{ng thls- needs more lnformatlon
or asslstanee th germf;ai fng U.H; seed they may.obtaln,  feel- f ree to con-
tact me. I feeL l have a piovin gerrnlnatlon method and would even be
wlll lng to germlnate seed for You.

YOU CAN'T KEEP A GOOD MAN DOWN

BtlL HuLl  ls the author of  a new book, Just  publ lshed. Tt  ls  "4un! Zett lers
Wonderfuf Safiei.*-idi"Aen FuUffshlng- C6mpany, 6833 Creston Road, Edlna'
5543j.;;s12.6;: irrJ-$i-;;"aii la-aia"ard furnh; sar.es rax.) Hls lasr maJor
ir6r"i-i ir 'tpuorrc Rel-atlons for Irre Phartnaelst", publlshed by J. B.
Llpplncott.

In thls book are storles of people who cleared and settl-ed the land ln
Cooper county, Mlssourl, *ho'p"rttctpateO tn the Cherokee Strlp Run ln
Oklahoma, who'h; lp;d Uui fA a vtsgln county a-cen-turry ?go.-  -Here 1s. , the
story of Rlchard b. Hu1I anA r,ts-wlfe who left North Carollna for Mlssourl '
but  l t  a lso concerns at  Least elghteen other faml l les.

Elghteen vlgnettes punctuate the book wlth descr lpt lons of  per lod events'  (cont lnued on Page 6)
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ln early Amerlca. "Why I l iate Ws.r" ls the potgnant story of a young boy
fol lowlng a,n unclers footsteps; t tUncle Nel1 and the Alky" concerns an o1d
gent leraanr s confuslon over the sme11 of  whlskey !n the f ront seat of  a can
Inr i  the radlatorr  s alcohol  bo11lng over.  ' tAunt ZettLet s Wonderful  Salve",
f rom which the bookr s t l t le eame, te l ls  of  a home nemedy whlch eured almost
anything -  and provldes the reeipe.
ttw11d Perslmmon Puddlng" deserlbes the gourmet dessert made from thls natlve
frult, a neclpe passed-down a hundr"ed ye&rs ln the famlly and sald to have
come orlglnaliy irom an Tndian frlend. There are fourteen more 'sf these
vlgnettei tr,rouehout the book as well as 2OO ptrotoFl-ifi5fr]-of rvhleh are antt-
queg.

you ean read about Uncle Arth whose three center f lngers had i:een aecldent-
aliy enoppeO off as an tnfant, yet who 1lved normally and beeame 'rThe Man
Who Buil i- l ' lres Under Model T Fordsn' or about the tree upon whlch the gtant
urLnated and how l t  fasclnated the chl ldren. Algo of  Uncle Waltert  s ma,d
dash from Cal l fornta to Mlssour l  to at tend a s lb l lngr s funeral .

Hull says, "I made my flrst famlly tree fo::ty-flve years ago on brown wrap-
pi ;a pabei ' ;  fhen t  i tar teO lntervlewlng a dylng generat lqn--  my-grand-. .
i 'at[ei"ri. Thls led me to Hul1s ln Indlana, Mlchlgan, Flonlda and North",...
Carollna: It 1ed me to the deck of Old lronqi4gq where" I*€hrll1ed at the
pr 'qu"eert1fy1ng1tecapta1nrraaue6-af f iW111Iam*tIu11.

8111, who has recently retlred from McGraw-H111 Publlcati i lrs eompany, after
thkf,y-three years, slarted as a prlntert s dev1l on a sma1l weekly newpaper'
Her s L chartei ' *e*Uer of the Mlnnbsota Pness Club and has recelved many
pr'uf es s il i lo.i :i;ffr::3s.

Betura to
TEE GAEDEN SPRAY of MGC'M. lNC.
ffi, Edl.ror
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Mlnaeapolj.s, Minnesota 554L7*****
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IT'S TOLEDO, OHIO FOR I9B2 .
August 7-1) at  Universi ty of  Toledo

Help us cetebrate OUR 50TH:
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