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What with election, garden club, Thanksgiving, decoration making, signing
up for tne Christmas party and paying dues for 1985 November is a full
month, :

First. one week after general election, there's our REGULAR monthly dinner
Megtiag at the LAKE HARRIET UNITED METﬁODIST CHURCH, L4Ooth and Chowen South,

on TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13th. The chance to rub elbows and hob-nob with the
fellows over a goo inner at 6 o'clock still costs only 5 dollars. We

will also elect MGCM officers for 1985.

If you’'ve wondered ——

"HOW DOES YOUR CHRISTHMAS TREE GROW?™
yvour guestion will be answersed at the November 13 MGOM
meeting. Our speaker will be Tom Wolcyn of Wolcyn Christmas
Tree Farms near Cambridge. He’'s also Fresident of the
Minnesota Christmas Tree Growers Association and comes
highly recommended as a speaker by Glenn Ray. Tom will talk
about Christmas tree culture, special problems in growing a
tree whose shape must be "just so" in order to sell, and
what must be done to get the trees to market looking fresh
and green. Flan on hearing Tom before you venture forth to
buy yowr tree this vyear.

GET YOUR RESERVATION CARD BACK PROMPTLY!

Then there's Thanksgiving and a surfeit of food and the very next evening,
November 23rd, Howard Klier invites us to gather at his nursery, 5901
Nicollet Avenue, for an informal evening, Come any time after 6 P,M,
Wives and friends are included in the invitation., This affair originated
in the Richfield MGC, Eleven years ago when the Richfield club disbanded
Howard joined MGCM and decided to continue the tradition with his new
gardening friends,

We will spend the evening making Christmas wreaths, centerpieces, etc, for
our own use, (Russ Backes hopes to borrow some of our handiwork for the
Christmas party.) To top it off "there will be the usual buffet", says
Howard, Help will be avallable for neophytes so inexperience need not
keep you away. Bring your own materials or purchase there as needed.

GET BUSY If by Thanksgiving you haven't decided whom you are going to

invite to attend the Christmas party (details in this issue) get busy.

You will have only‘g days left to write your check and get 1t into the
mail, It must be received by Saturday, December 1lst not just in the msil.
You wouldn't want to be among those Bill Hull excoriates in hils letter in
this issue, would you?
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TERRACE TALK

Welcome to late fall. The rains and brisk weather are
certainly slowing down the garden activity and the desire
to get the fall clean-up taken care of. For those of you
(an me) who have not completed the fall clean up, this
should be done to help keep the garden clean and make it
ready for spring planting. I still have things growing in the garden, (October 22)
cauliflower, broccoli, brussells sprouts and other cole crops. As yet they look
fine, but must be harvested shortly.

George McCollough received a letter from Men's Garden Clubs of America saying that

if the dues are not paid and registration and memberships to Des Moines by January
1st, 1985, the name of the member would be removed from the Gardener publication
mailing and the member will not continue to receive the magazine. Take a moment

now and make out the membership check so that you are in good standing and continue

to receive the Gardener and the Minnesota Horticulturist magazine, plus get into

the new club roster which will be printed shortly after the first of January. Member-

= ship forms and instructions are included in this issue of the Garden Spray.

The Christmas party committee has had one meeting and the planing for our annual
Christmas party on Tuesday December 4th, is in progress. I hope every member will
be able to attend again this year, along with your guests. It is such a festive
occasion,the committee does such a fine job. '

The Lake Harriet Methodist Church took up the clubs offer to provide the church
with some planting of flower beds. Saturday, October 20th, several members (plus
my Grandson Matt) headed by Chet Groger, planted 218 bulbs along the south wall
of the church. These should help to beautify the church in early spring. Many
thanks to those who helped.

-Russ
OLD GARDEN FRIENDS
There's none just like old garden friends, .. The garden friend takes an interest
They're real friends, tried and true, | When you unfold your schemes
And such friends are the best friends, | And tries to keep you in the groove
Friends like me and you. ; When you confide wild gardening dreams.
01d MGC friends know a fellow 5 A man may sail around the world
- In a different sort of way, | And chase the rainbow's end,
~ Tor cherished are the gardening memories L But there's nothing like a bench and pool
That haunt some yesterday. And a good old garden friend.

Frank H. Leech




DRIFT FROM THE SPRAYER
by Ed Culbert

This past summer I had a garden full of the whiltest white flowers I have

ever seen., Last year the plant voluntarily moved over into my yard after —
I saw it peeping out fran the hydrangeas in my neighbors yard and admired

it. This year it has taken over my garden and, although I'd heard 1t was
polsonous my arder was not one whit diminished. I thought it was snake-

root so looked it up in Rickett's, WILD FLOWERS OF THE UNITED STATES--THE
NORTHEASTERN STATES,

There it was on page 4956 and plate 164--White Snakeroot, eupatorium rugosum,
with this warning. "This specles 1s poisonous, Cattle that graze it be-
come subject to the disease known at "trembles"., The poison is soluble in
milk and is thus transmitted to those who drink it., The resulting symp-
toms are called milk sickness."

Rickett says there are five other plants commonly called snakeroot: 2
Black, Sampson's, Seneca, and Virginia, No two are in the same family.
Mine 1s the only poisonous, if ingested, one.

But then I have matrimony vine growing up to the second story of my house

in the Boston ivy. It!'s red berries are beautiful--and poisonous. Ty

have 1ily-of-the-valley which though poisonous smells good. I have rnubarb
a tonic 1f one doesn't eat the leaves., I have raspberries whose briers
stick in my hands and stay imbedded but the berries are delicious. I have
shrub roses whose spines penetrate my clothing and fester under my skin,
Their flowers delight my eye. I have cucumbers., Thelr skin is bitter but
they accompany a meal singularly well, I have a Dolgo crabapple on whose
rotting frult the robins get drunk, Yet even the over-ripe fruit makes

good jelly. I could go on and on.

Obviously gardening isn't for the timorous. There are dangerous potential
though seldom realized side-effects--not the least of which is the fact
that it may become habitual., Indeed gardening has its hazards but it is
fun. And to those who eschew it I can complacently quote from Gilbert and
Sullivan "Some 1little bug will get you some day., Some little bug will
creep behind you someway... regardless,

"To make compost in sixty days: Dissolve three ounces of permanganate of
potash in three gallons of water for each cubic vard of waste material,
leaves, grass clippings, etc. Apply with sprinkling can and cover with
soil., Turn over in one month andthen apply a similar dose. On the next
two successive weeks apply a mixture of two ounces to two gallons of water
and then let stand two more weeks at which time the compost will be ready
for use. I have tried this in a small way and find 1t to be effective.

T used one ounce to one gallon of water on about three bushels of leaves
and grass clippings and in two weeks T found some very good compost at the
bottom of the pile.” --Yardner, Houston, Texas

1L ABOUT EVERGREENS, a new ORTHO book, contains the information needed

tTo select, plant, and care for evergreen trees and shrubs. The book pro-
vides a photo essay of dramatic outdoor uses of evergreens. Also included
is a description of over 200 evergreen specles and varieties to help

select the right evergreen for a particular geographic region. There is
also a 192 page book GARDENING TECHNIQUES which is of value,

Visitors are always welcome at MGCA meetings., However, 1t's still a male
stronghold.
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OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY - For Members 2nd Guests

On Tuesday Evening, December 4, 1984
(The first Tuesday in December)

will be held at Lake Harriet United Methodist Church
49th Street and Chowen Avenue South

Social Hour - 5:45 P.M, The same hours as
) Dinner - 615 PolM; last year

SV RESERVATION ONLY -- $9.00 per person, same as 1083,

Your reservation along with your check and the names of your
guests must reach Bill Hull by December 1 (The Saturday before
the party).

PROCGRAM:
1. Good social hour to greet old friends,

The parade of turkey carvers,

The usual mouth watering menu--food by Agnus.
A poinsettia for each of the ladies,

Great entertainment as usual.

A-3ot of door prizes.

Fill in the form below, detach and mail with your check to Bill Hull,
6833 Creston Road, Edina, MN, 55435 (Tel. 926-1327)

S B e T P S o e e o —— e o



[REES OROW BETTER on a well-fertilized lswn than on untended ground.

Research shows that typical lawn fertilization can result in the trees
gaining from 50 to 100 percent more height and trunk diameter than trees
not receiving such feeding. Indeed the tree canopy, a rough measure of
shade, may be two to four times more volumlnous when fertilized, Shade
trees often are fed by boring holes into the soll and filling them with
feprtilizer. It 1s doubtful that benefits to the tree are any greater
for this method than by spreading fertilizer over the lawn beneath the
tree,

Soil aeration is very important for good tree and shrub health. Roots
suffer when covered by impervious materials such as pavement, plastic
sheeting, or metals. Even "porous" bricks and concrete blocks should not
be used to cover large portions of the root areas of trees and shrubs.

The forests made colonial America a reality and enabled America to become

a nation., The forests provided food for the abundant game for the colon-

ist's table; the forests provided the timber for his cabin, hils forts, his
ships; the. forests provided wood for his hearth and oven, and for many

of his simple tools; the plants of the forest floor provided hils dyes, his
spice, his medicine, and some of his food. Then as now, the very lives of
the people depended upon the plants around then,

The colorful perennial that we call "Butterfly Weed" (Asclepias tuberosa)
the colonists called "Pleurisy Root" since the treatment of pleurisy was
one of its several medicinal uses. An olntment, made by stewing the fresh
roots of Jack-ln-the-pulpit (Arisaema triphyllum) in lard was once used

to cure ringworm and similar skin conditlons. The Dogwood (Cornus florida)
was a botanical supermarket for the early settlers, The ripe fruits, in-
fused in brandy, made a form of bitters; from the dried bark of the trunk
an ink, as well as a substitute for quinine, could be made; and an extract
of the fresh bark was used as a cathartic; the Indians extracted a red dye
fron the bark of the fibrous roots; the compact wood was used for wedges
to split logs, as handles for tools, for the teeth of harrows to swooth
the rough fields, for horse collars, plane stocks, the cogs on mlll wheels,
and many other places where a hard, durable wood was needed; dogwood char-
coal was prized for use in making gunpowder,

Learning from the Indians and from experience, the colonilsts soon found a
use for nearly every kind of plant that they encountered in the new world.
Fresh or dried roots, bark, leaves, or frults were ground and then could
be variously prepared in water, alcohol, lard or honey for a wide range
of practical uses.

", ,.where an astringent tonic is required, this plant Dogwood meets our
requirements. See Eupatorium (Boneset) and Liriodendron (Poplar). These,
with the blackberry and chinguapin.as astringents, the gentians and pip-
sissewa as tonics and tonic diuretics, the sweet gum, sassafras, and the
vene (Sesame) for theilr mucilaginous and aromatic properties, and wild
jalap (Podophyllum) as a cathartic, supply the surgeon 1n camp during a
blockade with easily procurable medicinal plants, which are sufficient
for almost every purpose.’

The above quote came from page 65 of Porcher's book on the "Resources of
the Southern Fields and Forests, Medical, Economical and Agricultural;
being also a Medical Botany of the Southern States; with practical inform-
ation on the useful properties of the trees, plants, and shrubs.” The
book was published in 18h9,
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dwar{ iunipsrs and Mesping White Fine also ars useful +or
rock gardening.
Which perennial plants you use depends on the climates you're
trying to recreaat vour rock gardsn. Alpine Asters,
speciss Crocus, H ica, many kinds of Creeping Fhlox,
spciss and pelyanthus Primula, Ssdum and dwarf varieties of
Veronica ars used in many applicaiions. & desert garden may
called for different plants, howsver, as would 3 Y"great
plains" rock garden. PHany cactii from the plains ars
=uitable for thess gardens. Ms. FMech warnsd that some of
thess succulents might appesar to shrivel and die during the
fa2ll, but shes says they are only hunkering down to make swre
they gst a3 protective snow cover and will retwn to their
full gilory in the spring. She didn’'t name many of thess,
but did taik about a miniature Hen—and-Chicks smallsr than a
little fingernail.
Bsetty &nn uses a2 special scil mix for starting new gardens.
It s composed of one part clay loam, one part sand and ons
part black peat. For your garden, she suggesits piling
ie s {prefsrably cak! a foot and a halfd or two f=22t dsep
on e pew garden area in ths =211, In the spring, rototill
th into the =04l along with lots of peat. Betisr yet, she
=avy=s, let them remain until the following f311 =o their
l=stely decompossd and all the weseds and grasses
rrizath the pils are all dead. A good rock garden =soil
contain about S0Y organic material.
Iliustrating her talk with slides of rock gardens ranging
from Scotland to Lake Harriet and her own vyard,
Eat an sveryone an idea of what can be achieved in a
e = i invited membsrs to visit her display
riet for as personal look. She al=coc
and Fgcf sheets so that mambers who
'-Eplr eglcould get started this fall on
=1y

1985 DUES NOW DUE and PAYABLE

MGCA dues for 1985 are due December 1lst and are delinquent 1f not paid by
Jauuary lst, If on January 1st you are not paild up your name is dropped
from the mailing lists of the GARDEN SPRAY, the HORTICULTURIST and the
GARDENER. Those who pay up after January lst not only risk missing some
issues of the publlications but may be too late to get their names in the
MGCM directory. In acddition they create unnecessary chores for the
treasurer and the editor., So fill in the form on the back of this sheet
and send with your check to our treasurer,

NEW MEMBER ADDRESS CHANGE
Harold Gulde 922-13502 Phillip H, Smith 377-6635
5917 Chowen Ave S, 717 Westwood Drive S.
Edina, MN 55410 Golden Valley, MN 55416

Every Member Sponsors A New Member

HAVE YOU?
..'T_




MGCM ANNUAL

Your 1985 elub dues are due and payable by December 1gt .

_ Ir you have’any special circumstances concerning
renewing your membership, please call the club president. We want you

to renew your membership and be included in the Club Directory published
February 1lst.

© © 0 000 0 060 0 0 00 00006000 0006006060 000600 00000 0¢ 0000000006000 00000 060006000 e 00000

(Please return this portion. The information is needed for the Directory.)

Last Name First Name Middle Initial Nickname Wife's Name
Address and Zip Code:

Home Phone: Office Phone:

Honorary Member:

MGCA Life Member: - MN. Hort. Soc. Dues paid to:

ALLOCATION: MGCM $7.00; MN. Hort. Soc. $7.00; MGCA $10.00; Total $24,00

(
Ay

Make checks payable to MGCIM, ‘Total Dues Ej

Send to: George McCollough, Treas. - Dues Already .
8812 Tretbaugh Drive ‘o
Bloomington, MN, 55431

= 8 e

Return to
THE GARDEN SPRAY of MGCM, INC.
Edwin C. Culbert, Editor
5315 Portland Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55417
> * ¥ K ¥ *
MEN'S GARDEN CLUB OF MINNEAPOLIS, INC,
CLUB OFFICERS:
President: Russell C. Sm%th . S
6 dridge Terrace ayzata
T L Gt « hGnsmMas] oW FIRST CLASS MAIL
10700 Minnetonka Blvd., Minnetonka 55343
Secretary: Michael Denesuk
S e e Ave. S, B., Mimneapolis 55414 [ o
Treasurer: George H. McCollough 5
8812 Tretbough Dr., Bloomington 55431 !
Past-President: Chet H., Groger
6836 Creston Road, Edina 55435
DIRECTORS:
Robert G. Churilla
3725 Lincoln St. N. E., Columbia Hts, 55421
Dale Durst 4
£108 Oaklawn Ave,, Edina 55424
Robert L. Smith
4215 Kentucky Ave. N., Crystal 55428
tanley P. Van Vorst B
2210 Edgecumbe Rd., St. Paul 55115




