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He worked for McCann Erickson Inc.
adverlising agency in Chicago from
1925 to 1941, and was in charge of
the Ford Motor Co. and Standard Oil
ofJndiana accounts. A year later. he
was hired as vice president of [.eo
Burnett Advertising in Minneapolis.

"He was self-motivated and self-edu-
cated," said his son, John, publisher
of the Watertown Public Opinion
newspaper in Watertown, S.D. "I
would marvel at him, thinking this
might be a field I wanted to get into."

In 1949, Lowrie became publisher of
an international medical journal,

"Post Graduate Medicine." He later
started his own advenising agency.
Lowrie and Associates, before retir'-
ingin 1969.

Lowrie's favorite hobby was garden-
ing, and he spent manY hours at
home on his show gardens. He was
oresident of the Minnesota Horticul-
iure Society, a charter member of the
Minneapolis Men's Garden Club and
a member of the Minnesota land-
scape Arboretum, which he helPed
establish.

Lowrie's first wife, Dorothy. died in
1971. His second wife, Muriel, died
in 1985. Besides his son, he is sur-
vived bv a Erandson, Steven Lowrie,
of Watdrtown, S.D'; a brother, Les-
ter. of Woodland Hills, Calif., and a
sisier, Madelyn KelleY, of Falmouth,
Mass.

At Lowrie's request, there will be no
funeral or memorial service. Memo-
rials may be directed to the Minneso-
ta Landscape Arboretum.
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G..Victor Lowrie. 90, a retired adver-
ti i inq e*ecutive and publisher' died
Fridiv at Jenkins Methodist Home
.in 

Watertown, S.D.

.to*ri", formerlY of MinneaPol,i-s,
*is Uorn in Manihester, England' i{e
hoved to Galt. Ontario, Canada' and
iii"eO in the RoYal Canadian Air
Force during World War I.

# -l#t# i#o#. ffiO#'r## 9
WJ
*;

#.
#
#)
trr
#
#
*;

#
#
#
#
#i:
#
ffi:
#

February 1990, Volume 48, Number 2

p

ITIS TIME FOR VALENTINES AND THE

NEXT MGCM MEETING

TUES DAY EVEN I  NG FEB RUARY . I  3 th ,  1990

LAKE HARR I  ET UN I  TED METHOD I ST CHURCH
CHOWEN AVENUE SOUTH AI 49th STREET

D I NNER 5:00 P.M. PRt CE $6.00

SEND RESERVATION CARD TO REED SONSTEGARD

HONORARY MEMBER VICT0R LOWRIE DIES (See page 2 for  t r ibute by Bi l l  Hul l )

Sunday/December 24/1989 /Slar Tribune



E. VICTOR LT]bIRIE "VTC' '  TO H]5 FRIE}{Ds

I ' ie ' re l  sorry ts he;tr  that  our f r iendn lonq t i rne insrnber end past
preieident,  Vic Lawriero died Fr iday night,  Decernber 2?o af ter-  ; i
gaod l i fe nf  n inety years.  I t  was a gent le passing-

I  kneur \ , i ic  part icular ly prel  1.  Fte spunsared me al ;  a rnernber
Her had been 

' ty t ross at  Fc'stEradurate l ' ledic ine f  or  perhaps
y€.E{rs. '  bef ere l ' lc6r; iw-Hi 1 I  bol tght Lrs,  br- t 'L.  he w*s never a
Vic uJas a leader.  He persutaded and soroet i rneg cajc, led,  and
qc:ad to r . rcr l l  r . r i th snd fsr .

Yuur f ' . l6f ,1 '1 niemberrs ulhc'  l , ;new Vic are better t rEcrple becalrse o{

i n l,lGCl'I,
twerr ty

t tb( f  gg "  .

he t+as

i  t ,  l le
was a great garclener l  I  l : :nEH him frorn the t i r re he l ived at  49th
and Aldr ich 5 t"rhere he had an el t tstanding rpcl t  g;rrden and rc)Ees,
to his large houree on B1 enhurst  road, ulhere he glar ierd in his
gre,enhnutse and lovely expan*e c: f  f  l rwers.  I t  was htere that  he ; tnd
Dsder his lovely r+i fer  qave inany a f ,hr istrnas p;rr t ; ;  {eatr-rr ing
Christrnas tree decsrat ic:ng LrnsLrrps$sed. Tl ' rery col  lec 'Lr id lovely
i  terns by cateqr:r1, ,  {c ' r  ) , i t *ars Lrnt i  I  they had enautgh ' [a decorate an
e,nt i  re 'Lr-et*"  Caral  and I  r . . r i  l .  I  ne'ver f  orgc*t  thei  r  b i  rd t r -eEe. fhen
c'Tr tn hi*  last  houtse c,n Ridge road, Edina, l  fsnrol tg {or his
i  ncreasi  r ig cal  .L ect i  t : r r  t : f  host* is-  I t  wss l iere he I  i  v* :d u.r i  th hi  s
gecond u,r i f  e,  l lutr ie l  ,  whom he lc 'st  a {er. , r  years ago.

pl s.utccessfut l  p l tb l igheir , ,  {o l l t :wing y€ars heading a big advert is ing
. iqenc-y '  ,  Vi  c par I  a1;ed a strugql  i  r rq medi cal  jo l t rnal  i  nta a
n'rur l t i - tnr l l ic :n dol  lar  prnperty.  Eventural .  ly  he to 'ok ret i rernent ! . then
nebt owners ca,n€? aIong.

Renrsnrber Vic {crr  h is contr ibut ions tc:  c l r r  c lurb,  where he gerved in
roany capaci t ies:  aF long-t i rne edi tsr  of  The Garden Spray urnt i  I  he
t ; r l  l led rD€ i  nts bei  nql  the rgecond 1 ang-t  i  rnel  edi  tar ,  As an
cuttstandi  n-q presi  dent ancJ I  eader of  c lLrr  c l  utE'  r  f i l i  one of  the f  ew
tnen utFt t :  cal t l  d mal: :  B pr i  ze-ur i  nni  ng arrangernents3 {or ot-rr  shor+s,
Fiemenber hi in as the rr 'an r^rho pr-r t  the Arboreturm inte existence by
l-r i t :  { l rnd-rai t : ; ing act iv i t ieg.  He wag the f i . rst ,  the very { i rst ,
ntoney raiser f  sr  that  wonderf  ut1 idea. He presented the case rnany
t i rnes and sc:sn pereutaded the r^real thy of  the western sublrr i :s ta
rnal te generc:Lts centr ih l t t ions.  I  strongly dourbt  i f  there nrsur ld have
beer i  ar-r  Arbsretum today rai thautt  Vic [ -nwrj .e l  and c: ther rnen, l i l le
Archi  e Fl  ach: ,  anather c: f  oLrr  past  presi  rJente.

Aren' t  bre glad that Ht* l : : r iew Vic had F- ' i  n inet ieth hir thclay rece*nt ly
snd FJF ct :u ld =eind a nrany-siqnature card f  rcrn olrr  c l r - rb? Aren' t  we
glerd,  not  $,rr l - tg,  that  a f  ew sf  Lrs had a chance ts ' ta l ' :e a bott le of
hiE nne-t i rne favar i te Scetch tr :  h is hense Fn Ridge roado be{c:re he
1r- ' f  'h to jo in Ecln John and f  ; t rn i1y in Watertr :urn,  S.D.? Aren "h rJe
glad r .JE? l t r rew Vic Lnr+r ie? Yel t ' re d*rnesd r iqht  we aFe.

l " le i r rar ia. ls ts tht*  Arbarstnm in Vic 's naf l ]e.  Cerdg c:r  noteg to son

'Jshn Lc,wr ie snd f  ami 1y at  1?31 Flayf  a i r  Dr iven Natertoulnn 5D,
5;v2{)1.

Fi11 Hr-r1 I ,  Histor i*n
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VEGETABLES FOREVER

Dates To Remember

Feb. 6 MGCM Board Meet ing 7:30 @ K. Petterson

Feb. 7 - I7 Home & Garden Show @ Metrodome

Feb. 9 MGCM work day at  Home & Garden Show
Contact  Bob Churi  I  I  a for  detai  I  s

Feb. 10 Special ty Gardens Lecture Ser ies
MSHS 624-7752, Eden Prar ie

Feb. i3 MGCM Meet ing @ LHUMC

Feb. 24 Special ty Gardens Lecture Ser ies
MSHS 624-7752, St.  Pau'

June 16-19 MGCA Convent ion in Des l lo ines

Those of  you who were able to at tend the January meet ing not ' iced an added feature to
the rneet ing.  The Hospi ta l i ty Commit tee has been strengthened by addi t ional  people
so that we can have two people at  each meet ing avai lable as "Greeters".  We hope to
say as a c lub that,  yes,  we're happy you came to the meet ing.  I f  you are a member
or a Quest,  ( i .e.  possible member) we want you to feel  v le lcome. 0ur "Greeters" f rom
the Hospi ta l i ty Commit tee are here to he1p.

As indicated in the January Spray,  we wi l l  be working hard th is year to promote new
membership.  We have slowly lost  membership over the last  three years largely through
death or i l lness.  MGCM membership is now at 102 paid member 's in the new roster.  A
m' in imum of 100 members are required in order to maintain a seat on the Board of
Djrectors for  the Minnesota Hort icul tural  Society

Our representat ive to the MSHS Board for the last  two years has been l , la l t  Gustafson.
Walt  has resigned ef fect ivc in January.  b le wjsh to thank Walt  for  h is work wi th MSHS
and recognize h ' im as our Menber of  the Month for  February.  Thanks, Walt .  At  the
January meet ing of  our Board Bob Churi l la who has been act ive for  years at  MSHS was
designated as our new representat ive.  Please contact  Bob i f  you have any issues or
projects of  common concern to our c lub and MSHS.

As a part  of  our rnembersh' ip promot ion, we have developed a rew informat ion sheet to
be given to guests or interested gardeners.  This guest sheet wi l l  be avai lable at
each meet ing.  I f  you br ing a guest,  p lease be sure the membership chairman is given
their  name and address so we can maintain contact .  We want to be sure that person
knows we as a c lub are interested in them. A1so, you might want to keep a couple
of these sheets handy for prospect ive guests.  i t  g ives them near ly everything
needed to at tend a meet ing.  Br ing a f r iend or neighbor to the next meet ing.  Your
personal  recomendat ion is st i l l  our best tool  to at t ract  new members

Our deepest syrnpathy to al l  fami ly and fr iends of  Vic Lowrie.  Vic was a' long t ime
member of  MGCM and a past President.  A memorial  donat ion on behal f  of  MGCM wi l l  be
sent to the Landscape Arboretum.

Good Gardening to You,

1..."*u-
! *--4t.

REMEMBER 25 NEt, l  MEMBERS FOR 1990

INVITE A FRiEND
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MGCM BOARD ACTION JANUARY

Hort . .  SocietyAppointed Bob Churi l la for  a 3 year term as our Minn.
representat ive.
Accepted Thomas D. Bisch and Michael  L.  Schwartz as new MGCM members.
( tney are in our ' l  990 Directory.)
Approved a $40 memor ia I  donat ion to the arboretum for
member Vic Lowrie.

o Noted that locked and unlocked cabinet space for MGCM
able in our meet inq room at Lake Harr iet  church"

honorary MGCM

use was now avai l -

PERMANENT RESERVATI0N LIST F0R 1990: The fol  lowing members s igned up in
rg,  Bob Churi l la,  Ed. Culbert ,  Burton

Deane, Fred Glasoe, Walt  Gustafson, Bi l l  Hul l ,  Duane Johnson, Andy Marlow,
Mary Maynard,  John Moon, Phi  I  Peterson, Kent Petterson, Char les Proctor,
Merle Pul ley,  Bob Redmond, Greg Smith,  Matt  Smith,  Russ Smith,  Reed
Sonstegard,  Joe Steng€r,  Dwight Stone, Norm ter Steeg and Frank Vixo.
They need not mai l  in reservat ion cards but must cal l  in i f  they can' t
come.

NOTES:
oTEe r
in the

Gerhardt  Rothens work phone number is 627-2586. l f  you catch any
m istakes in the O i rEc-t5rf ,  report  them to Ed Cu lbert  f  or  report  inq

SPRAY.

The late arr ival  of  the turkeys for the Chr istmas party was due to a
fai lure of  one of  the ovens at  Caterers lnc.  Eight turkeys were ready on
t ime, eight were not so al l  were held unt i l  14 could be sent.  Carerers
Inc.  to ld Dwight Stone there would be no charge for the 14 turkeys we
received (and ate) ;  but  they hoped we'd g ive them another chance.

GREEN THUMB AWARDS
the fol  lowing MGCM
FOR ONE YEAR

Fred Glasoe
FOR FIVE YEARS

for perfect  at tendance were prgsented
memDe rs :

Kent Petterson Charl ie

by Bi l l  Hul l  to

Proctor

The
(11

al l  t ime records for  perfect
years) and Evald Johnson ( t+

Russ Smith
attendance were set by Jack Peterson
years).  Both men are deceased.

P roc to r Russ Smith

-4
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Hanchek Speaks at January MGCM Meeting

reported by Andy Marlow

Ann Hanchek, Extension Environmental Horticulturist for the University of
Minnesota, introduced MGCM members to the broad rcrnge of issues that are
being addressed by the Minnesota Extension Service. The Extension Service
always was concerned with "subject" programming; how to care for your lawn, or
to presenre fruits and vegetables, or to improve the enerry efficiency of your house.
Of late, they have switched their focus to "issue" programming; looking at such
things as yard waste, agricultural chemicals, sustainable agriculture and the
like.

Hanchek divides her time between the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum and the
Department of Horticultural Science on the University's St. Paul campus. Her
particular interest is herbaceous perennials, but in her job she deals with the
whole range of horticulture, except commercial vegetable and flower cultivation.
She is, in essence, the successor to the recently retired Jane McKinnon. Ann is
an avid gardener with a B. A. in botany from Northern Michigan, an M. A. in
plant ecology from the University of North Carolina and her Ph. D. in horticulture
from Michigan State. Part of her job also involves the Master Gardener Program.
She will take on many of the duties carried out until recently by Mike Zins, who
will spend more time on another key Extension Service issue, the urban forest.

YARD \ryA,STE

The first issued Hanchek spoke about was particularly timely. Beginning
January 1, 1990, Twin Cities municipalities are no longer allowed to dump yard
wastes in landfills. Leaves, grass clipping, dead plant material, etc, make up
about 20Vo of all solid waste, much of which has ended up in landfills. She pointed
out that, although yard waste readily decomposes, modern landfills are actually
built to keep out air and water that encourage decomposition of the waste.
Municipal governments and individuals will be encouraged to compost yard
waste, saving precious landfill space for other materials and creating a valuable
product we can all use. Hanchek predicted that, as a market develops,
commercials haulers will begin composting for profit!

Composting is very easy to do on a small, or even fairly large scale, in your yard.
It requires few materials and only a little work. And it yields organic material
that will enrich the soil and improve drainage (if Your soil holds too much water)
or improve water retention (if your soil doesn't hold water well enough). The
Extension Service has a one-page bulletin that tells you everything you need to
know about composting and mulching with yard waste. It is AGFO 3396 and is
available from your county agent for free.

Reducing yard waste is another way to help deal with this problem. Lower
fertilization rates on lawns not only means buying less fertilizer, it means fewer
mowings, less need for water, and fewer grass clippings. She was adamant that
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grass clippings should not be bagged, but left on the lawn to decompose. They'll
add nitrogen back to that lawn and latest research shows that clippings do not
contribute to thatch.

AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS

Hanchek says she sees a high level of "chemical phobia" in our society at the
moment. The big alar controversy of last summer is a case in point. Alar,
agcording the Hanchek, is far less toxic than many other naturally occurring
chemicals we ingest every day. She said we'll all be hearing a lot more about
LD-50. That's scientifi.c jargon for the amount of any substance that you have to
feed to a population in order to kill half of them. Alar's LD-50 is very high, but the
media blitz convinced many it is unsafe. Alar not only improves the color of
apples, but also allows them
ripen at the same time and helps them store for longer periods. These are all
pluses to the consumer, according to Hanchek.

At the same time, the Extension Service realizes that consumers are now looking
for "natural" products, and that chemicals and fertilizers do contribute to both
surface and ground water pollution. They are promoting something they call
Integrated Pest Management (IPM), which Hanchek calls just common sense.
Mulching, growing disease resistant varieties,. open pruning for better air
circulation, etc., are part of this approach.

SUSTAINABLE AGRIC ULTURE

This is an approach that combines IPM with cultivation methods that conserve
soil and water. No till or low till farming is one approach.' Hanchek would like to
develop a low input, sustainable garden to demonstrate these techniques on a
household scale.

PI,AI{T TALK

During the question and answer session following her talk, Ann was asked about
her favorite herbaceous perennials. Below is the list she gave:

Sunny locations

l-. Hemerocallis (daylily)
2. Iris Siberica
3. Rudbekia, Coneflower and Heliopsis
4" Achillea - yellow yarrow
5. Sedum (particularly Autumn Joy)

Hanchek also talked about a new blueberry from the Arboretum's fruit breeding
prog"am. The variety "St. Cloud" should be available from local nurseries this spring.
It bears small, sweet fruits in large clusters. It is hardy from the Twin Cities
southward (ironically, that means it's not hardy in St. Cloud) and stands 3-4' tall at
maturity.

Shady locations

1. Hosta (She likes the older,large ones)
2. Old Fashioned Bleeding Heart
3. Hardy Forget-Me-Not
4" Astilbe
5. Ferns - a large variety
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ED CULBERT: A VOICE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS

Did you mai l  in the quest ionnaire received with your January MGCA News-
let ter? l f  you didn' t  D0 lT N0\^1.  This is your chance ro express yoursel f .
Letrs not repeat what happened when Fred Glasoe was president and disaf f i l -
iat ion f  rom the nat ional  was contemplated. No one was wi l  I  ing to vote.

A change in name is in the of f ing.  This was a forel lone conclusion when
nat ional  d i rectors in 1988 faced with the threat of  a sex discr iminat ion
lawsui t  voted to ignore the purpose for which MGCA was founded by Leo Nack
and go coed. ( l to membership vote is cal led for  by the rules.)

The change in el  ig ib i  I  i ty  for  membership did raise another quest ion not
raised in the quest ionnaire.  Should MGCA just  become a part  of  some other
group with (somewhat)  s imi lar  purposes? What about rrservices and benef i ts ' ,?
Far too few of  these aside from mai l  ings,  record keeping, etc.  f i l ter  down
to the rank and f  i le member.

I  much quest ion the val  ue of  the var ious of f icers handbooks. MGCM former
off  icers I  quest ioned had made l i t t le use of  them or hadnrt  even seen them.
The secretary 's handbook did me no good. As for the edi tor 's manual--
worthlessl  Any hal f -wi t  (count me in)  should know his job is to t ry to
sat isfy his group within the money avai lable be i t  by postcard or larger
bul  let in.  Promot ing the nat ional  organizat ion may not be importanr.

Nat ional  "Programs",  however good they may be, have started as promot ions
or pract ices of  one or more clubs. Sometimes we should ser iously quest ion
them. For instance: the MGCA scholarship program. A number of  local
uni ts adopt high schools or give scholarships or scholarship money to area
residents to at tend area col leges. This MGCA should encourage. But,  MGCA
scholarships at  large? Are we seeking prest ige for  the pi t tance the
nat ional  can af ford?

0ne bone of  content ion over the years because of  i ts  cost  has been the
nat ional  magazine. Richard Poffenbaugh a regular contr ibutor to the
Gardener,  and edi tor  of  the Mansf ie ld Ohio MGC bul let in says,  "A magazine
of th is type requires some professional  expert ise and without i t ,  the
publ  icat ion goes downhi I  l .  l t ,s  the only regular benef i t  a member gets
from the nat ional  organizat ion and therefore i t  makes only sense that the
powers to be put some effort  into upgrading this publ  icat ion and enabl  inq
i t  to funct ion as was or ig inal ly intended!r l

The problem is that  an 8000 member organizat ion can' t  af ford a s l  ick paper
magazine and doesn' t  want to pay for i t .  Every t ime dues are raised we
lose members and clubs. l t  takes unt i l  the next raise in dues to get back
to the 8000 then the cycle starts over again.  A monthly issue of  the MGCA
Newslet ter  would serve the membership better in keeping in touch. ( less
I  ead t  ime) To adequatel  y cover the nat ion north to south,  coast to coast
is an impossible task.  Letts let  the indiv idual  c lubs seek garden publ ica-
t ions geared to their  areas. Local  ly  we can turn to the Minnesota Hort i -
cul tur ist ,  a super ior  publ  icat ion.

I  put  a lot  of  thoughts/opinions on the quest ionnaire I  returned. Did you?
It  takes more than a s imple "Yesrr  or  r rNort  to st  i r  the powers that  be f  rom
complacency or into act ion.

The watermelon was cul  t ivated

Sweet potatoes were f i rst  found in

thousands of  years ago

the \^/est  Indies and later in

along the Ni le River.

western South Amer i  ca.



AT

Russ Smith inducted the

THE JANUARY MGCt"I  MEETING

new boa rd . Ann Hanchek spoke.
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Facing: From lef t  to r ight--Petterson, Pul ley,  Topic:  New
Sonstegard,  StengeF, Anderson, Benson, Greg Smith in.Hort icu

Duane Reynolds introduced 3 Suests.  Walt  Gustafson and Greg Smi

Ma ry Mayna rd came. Merle Pul ley came"
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lssues
Iture

th ate

Andy Ma r  I  ow came.
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