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Editorial
Enticements
Chuck Carlsan Edilol

Thisyear has been, to say the least, a
bi tunusual.  We had an unusual lyeasy
wjnter, an ea.ly spring and now a Iate fall.
We did havea semi ki l l ing frostbut that
has been followed by an extended period
of warm weather. As of lhe firsl week in
November, Istill have a number ofplants
st i l l  wi th blooms. The most surpr is ing to
me is that a foxglove and some yellow
non-stop betonias are still blooming. But
there is also a few roses, alyssum, wax
leafed betonias, lamium and p€tunias. But
the N,{alva'Zebrina" is just ful l  of  blooms
and ofcourse the mums st i l l  have a few
blooms. Another thing I noticed was that
the season has been long enough so that
seedlin8s of lhe annual alyssum self
seeded are starting to bloom. Not only
that, the Dusty Miller are the bi$est most
luxuriant I  have ever had. ' Ihere is even a
Hosta cal l€d' lune'st i l l  in i ts glory.  The
only problem is that I haven't been able to
tei the fall clean up done before the snow
comes. Oh well, lhere is always n€xt
spr ing.

I hope you ali had a good yeaf
gafdening and are ready to make plans for
nerl yea/s tarden. Speaking of plans for
next year, remember we have the conven,
t ion here and lhere wi l l  be a need for many
gatdens lo be on tour. Whether the gar-
dens ar€ big or small, they can tell the
story of Minnesota gardening. lfyou are
asked, don't say no.

Are you into vegetables? I jnst
received a news reiease from Seminis
Carden and wi l l  l ist  some of their  new
releases for 2001. Setninis Carden is a seed
breeder and producef so you can't order
from them but look for these at retailers or
mail order cataloBs. I have jusl picked out

a few and if they strike youf fancy, look
for the total list on the board at our next
dinner m€eting.
Carrot 'Nutr i -Red' A red carrot thal
turns blood red when cooked. Contains
the same amount of lycopene as tomatoes.
Lycopene may be a cancer preventalive.
Bean '"tema'- A new variety brsh bean
that Berminates in coid soils. lt is too
tender lo ship so it must be grown in
home gardens.
Tomalo'Cranny Smilh '-As the name
implies, it is treen and is lhe first green
tomato that tastes good.lt is also good for
salsa verde instead of tomatillos.
Cabbagelshowoff ,This variety is a 15
pound tiant. A good one to eat but can
also be a winner at our show or the State

Corn 'Te'nptation' ,This is an eafly SE
bicolor which wi l l  be a mew standaid.
Even i f  you don't  grow i t , look for i t  at  the

Peppe/CiadI4canf -This one is a
2001 AAS winner and is a big plant with
bit sweet fruit and malures early.
Pepper 'Fooled You' A lalapeno that has
no heat but f:lavor for salsas
Peppelsella]lodel&L This gem is a
hot Serrano, 4500 5500 Scovill units.
Pepper'l-uigi An ltalian sweet pepper
that in one trial had 45 peppers on onc
planl.
Pepper 'Kung Pao' If you h'ant to mak€
Kung Pao Chicken, this one is for you
having 10,000 Scovi l  ur i ts.  Also a winner
in a hot stir fry.
Onion'St 'porStar l  This one is the f i rst
day neutral  onion. I t  received the AAS
a$ard for 2001 and is a white sweet
variet, jusl right for that burter.
Lettuce'Red Bult€rworthi  This plant is
an attractive green overlaid rvith reddish
bronze But lerhead.I ts picture looks so
good, I am lhinkint of using this in the
flower beds for some texture as well ns to
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President's
Column
MCCM Prcsident Richie Miller

Ritchie's Ramblings
This is being written on November

1Z 2000, two days past our Managin8
Editor's deadline. I apologize to him for
being lat€, but say it so that you miSht
have a time perspective fof the next

sentence. We should be about
finished with the yard work
for the season. There may be
just a little mofe to do yet if
you're as behind as I am and

cinct, precise, daintily fefined, entertain
ing, and timely than these ramblings. Thal
will be a la€e chang€ for the better.

There are s€veral things in process
that will be completed next year. Our web
site thanks to Andy Marlow, th€ Spray via
email thanks to Chuck Carlson, and the
national convention thanks to Duane
Reynolds. These are the leaders for their
efforts and may require some help. Please
respond positively if lhey ask for your
help. The above are only the continuing
efforts, not the efforts lhat hav€ a new
be8inning each year such as the.lub tours,
the perennial garden,lhe plant auction,
the Valley Fair workdays, the Food
Flower and Foto Show, and all our other
activities. Please volunteef to help with a
couple of these activities.

We are hostinB the national conven-
tion next year. We must make this a real
success and thai 

'!ill 
take some focus and

effort by each of trs. We can show the
nation what a club we have and that it is
GREAT.

I 've had a good t ime beingyour
Presidenl because of allyour help. Thanks
atarn.

l l  has been said
A bird in the hand

is wodh
two in the bush.

Bul, lust lemember
a bird in the hand can

also be a real mess.

-.4

.._ don't mind working in

A message Io
Lloyd Bachman.

. Con8ratulations on
being such a long

- t€rm member of our

t club. Also, thank

r'&t you for all that
you've done for the

Ritchie Milla'
Photo W Cluck

horticulture industry-for our club, for
our state, and for our country. It was a
pleasure to meet you and witness our
club's tl€at respect foryou and what

This is my last ramblin8 article so I
really want to thank all those who have
provided the support, ideas, manPower,
and hard work that has made thisyear a
success. Being th€ President ofour club
would be a difficult task without a lot of
supporl and you peopl€ made it quite
easy. A sincere BICTHANK YOU to each
and every one of you. It has proved to be
fun for me,l hope that you had fun, too.

Now you can look forward lo Carole
Ann's article, which will be more informa
tive, humorous, flowery, relevanl, suc
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The
November
Program
8y Rr/ss snr;lh

Our speaker, Steve Conzalez, gave a
very inter€sting and colorful program.
Like Chuck Carlson's lasl month report I
was unable to tak€ not€s in the dark and if
I had, I probably couldn't.ead them.
Luckily, Steve had a handout about the
subiect.

Steve started his protram by lelling
som€ of his life history. He was born in
Puerto Rico and lived lhere as a young
child. He at an early age, started working
in a treenhouse operation and at 12years
of at€ started working at the Botanical
Garden in San Juan. He is th€ immediate
pasl president of the Orchid Society of
Minnesota. He travels internationally in
his work for Minnesota Mining and
Manufacturing.

On lhe subiect of orchids he had a
prepared handout "About Orchids and
Orchid Crowing". There are over 21000
species of orchids idenli6ed and Brow
everywhere (except lhe North and South
Pole). By 1996 th€re were 100,000 retis
tered hybrids. They are lhe largest family
of flow€ring plants. Th€ orchid's distin
guishint feature is its structure of 3 petals
and 3 sepals, with on€ of the petals
deformed. The reproductive system is
within lhe plant but requires pollination
by insects or by hand.

There are some 38 40 species of
terrestfial or.hids growing as native
plants in Minnesola. The Minnesota Slale
flowet is the Cypripedium reginae a lady
slipper type orchid. Most orchids grown
by hobby growers are tropical planls and
are €piphytic (they trow on trees and

oblain lh€irnoudshment from the rain
and light. ll is important to provide the
correct amounts of light, humidity. air
circulatio& water and fertilization for lh€
best growint condition Ior the particular
variety oforchid. Orchids can be grown
in the home in an east orsouth window,
under fluorescent lights or under hith
pressure sodium lights in addition to
Srowing lhem in a greenhouse. Some
Orchid plants are easily 6rown while
others are very specific as to environment
and are difficult to grow. The easiest to
grow and produce the longesl bloom
perjods are the Phalaenopsis and
Paphiopedilum family.

Steve pres€nted a slide program
prepared by the Amefican Orchid Society
which tave the basics of orchid growin&
followed by slides ofdifferent plants that
he himself has grown or owns plus slides
of different displays prepar€d forexhibi
tion and judging at ofchid shows.

The presenlalion was enjoyed by all
and very informaiive. Thanks Steve.

Srassocorr,era lUanhant Beauty'
Phoro by Chu.k Ca son
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Board
Meeting
Summary
M arqa rc t H i bbe rd, Se.tetary

Sunlmary for Novembor 7, 2000
Present:  Carole Ann

the 50 Year M€mbership Award

Brekke, Margaret Hibberd,
Eldon Hugelen, Dave Johnson
(Ir idley),  Tim Ntccauley, Ritchie
Mil1er, Iackie Overom, Kay

President 's Report
L,loyd Eachman will receive

Membership Secletary's Report
We have of97 members renewed,6

deciding not to renew, and 13 sl i l l  decid
ing.
Committee Repolts

Calendars: Dave reported thal they
sold 250 which is a l i i t le behind last year.
'Io compare prices, the N,ISHS sells a
calendar from the University for $12,
nraking ours a bargain at $4. Don l rocke
has agreed to.o-chair  Calendars for next
year.

Auct ion r  Doug whitney wi l l  chair

2001 Convenl ion:The schedule is
done. ' Ihere wi l l  b€ a tour including
Norenberg Gardens and the Arboretum
and 2 other day tours.

Perennial  Carden: About 10 people
appeared for lhe fal l  c lean-up and the
deadheadinB, t i l l ing nnd weeding went
fast. There were no wood chips lo be
spread. An inleresting tool was found, so
it will be auctioned at the Novemb€r
meeting.
OLD BUSINESS:

Internship: Ritchie wi l l  take the ide.
of subst i tul inB an internship for work on
the perennial ga(den for s€holarships to
the Scholarship Committee.
NEW BUSINESS:

MSHS dues for Honorary l\'lembers:
Il was moved and passed that we pay the
MSHS portion of our honorary me bers
dues for 2001.

New Members:]'he board voted to
accept tout new members: Kristine Deters,
Edeltraud Creen, Rudy Al lebach and
Suzet le Meakins.

presented by Andy Ntarlow at the No
vember meel ing. We wi l l  have the Nonri-
nation and Election process at the Novem-
bef meeting. We re.€ived nore docu-
ments ffom lvlinnesota State Horticultural
Society (\'ISHS) including financial and
minutes from lhe Octobet nrember clubs
meetinB.I f  our club does not have 100
affiiiated 

'nernbers, 
we can continue to

have a rnember on lhe MSHS board at
least through their january meetint. Then
MSHS will decid€ what our status will be.
RoterSefelt has agreed to continue as our
representative on lhe MSHS board.
Vice Plesident's Report

The November meeting will be Steve
Gonzalez, past president of the Minnesola
Orchid Society. The January meeting may
be PeterOl in and Lloyd Weber talk ing
about the Arboretum trip to England
which includcd the Chelsea I j lower Show.
All but five of the comrnittee chaiis for
2001 are f i l led..
Secretaly's/Treasure's Reporls

Both wefe approved. The treasur€,/s
report noted we were paid $750.00 from
Valley Fair for our day of garden r,r,ork.

TheGorJenSpra| nu8" s



From The
Past
fdirors norer I was laoknic iot enrs tot the
ale.el,ber spfay and lhouqhtoi rcvtvne
thins, ,ioD the pasl. This adicle rvar
wtitten by Di.k HLtbert iot the SUay in
Decenlbet ol 1978. I lhought tt was wotrh
,1 rcpint So, be/ow i, the articie as il
appeared in 197a, wi lhoutedirutE

It 's Christmas Over
The Garden Fence
By Di.k Hulbett

When I first addressed myself to the
theme, ofChristmas and gardening, l  was
sure I had drawn a blank- Gardenint at
Christmas is about at i ts lowest ebb at
leasl in this part of the counlry. Or is there
a connect ion? "Deck the hal ls with
boughs of holly." " Oh Chrjstmas l'fee,
Oh, Chrishnas Tree." There ccrtainly is a
connection between Christmas and the
world of grcenery:

The trvo are closely related univer-
sal ly and among al l  cul tures peoPle
cannot celebrate subl ime divini ly wathout
using the lantuaS€ and symbols of nature.
All faiths employ the figures of flowers in
thcir places of worship. The Druids $'ho
are the ancestors of most of us with
No.thern European rools, worshipPed In
the oak grov€s. The old German hynn,
Fairest Lord J€sus, can compare the
faimess ofChrist  only with that of  nature,
ofwhich he is cal led Lord.

Archaeologists tell us that no greal
civ i l izat ion of cul ture ever f lour ished
h' i thout an adequale and dependable
sour€e of food and fibre. Agriculture
perhaps b€gan with the fert i l izat ion r i tes
which taught rnans dependence on lhe
happy joining of lhe elements of nature
makint a scttled life possible- This was his

sourc€ of ioy and of hope- This only could
give him a measure of peace and content

It is precisely when the fields and
our yards are barren or snow covered that
we realize our dependence on the fruits of
nature an absen€e which makes our
heads grow fonder. At this lime we live
on fai th and hope, knowinB that spr ing
and summer rvill return with their abun

With this in mind it is not hard to see
how tfiis love of nature, our fascination
with making things grow, hnnslates itself
into our devolion 1o what makes these
lovely thints happcn - in whatever
religion we embrace. Christmas almosl has
10 be the merriesl to those who tend
gardens and love their  fel low men.

Happy Holidays
Merry Christmas
H"PP|, Hanukkah

Season's Greetings
whatever your .eligious

persuasion, wishes are Ior
living in peace an harmonY

theGorJenSpro| nageo



2007 The
Calendars Newsletter
A non paid advetienenl

If you hav€n't ordered your200l
calendars yet, be sure to do so as soon as
possible.

Call Dav€ Johnson (Fridley) ar 5j2
571-2713 to place your order. your tast
chance to pick them op before the new
year will be at the Holiday Party. They do
make a nice Christmas greeting to that
special friend and at only $4.00. This is a
good deal when compared with orher
calendars selling for $10.00 and more.

Slide Shows
By Chuck Ca son

Our club has f ive musical  st ide
shows that I  have been showing ro any
grout w,rnr int  a protram. The Sroups
navc been ntostty seniors and church
groops. Lalely I  have found t i  te t ime lo
pursue new bookings and have relied on
repeat bookings and woid of mouth. This
oi  {ourse l imi ls the numb€rofshows
given and ofco!rse the amount of income
the club can realize. We do not charsc for
the shows but sugtesr rhey can donate to
lhe club r f  the) are abte. O\ er the veaF.
that I have given these shows the club has
received over $1500.00 and in years before
when Chet Croger and Sherm pinkham
volunteered for this s€rvice at was even

These shows are usual lv siven
during lhe day but some are do"ne during
the evening.I f  there is someone who has
lhe t ime, please give some rhought aboul
taking on this task. I t  is rewarding to the
club and the giver.  i fyou have rh; s l ishf
est interesl ,  see Chuck Carlson and f i ;d

by Chrck Car/son
Since no one else volunteered via rhe

menbership renewalprocess, I have
agreed to be th€ editor for the newstetrer
for 2001 with the proviso that otembers
act as writers and reporterc as well as
readers. Thus I expe.t each ofyou ro
provrdeyour e\pertise. Those on the
committ€e are expected to provide thejr
inputs but I kno{' other members have
something to cont.ibule plus have some
knora'ledge others don't_ Passing on your
sage advice is what lhis chrb is about.
Needs fof T/r.' Sp'?y are:

.  Club News-tel l  me abour your
committee, advert ise your me€ting
ano naPpentnSs.

. P€rsonal Happenints-weddings,
deaths, trips, garden aurards, orh€r
awards, how you gor srarred in
gardening and any othe. j rems.

. TipE tardenjokes, poenrs or
sayings, and pictures.

. Places 10 Co/Cardening type
happenints -See page 11 for nn
example. Ther€ ar€ many places near
and far that could be wrilten aboul. I
would l ike to have this type ofarr ic le
every month.

.  Address, phone & emai l  changes.

. Advertisem€nt for something you as
a nrember want to setl or buy ( no
non-memDe.s)

. Queslions you may want answered.
Please don't use the ex.use you are a

bad witer. Do you best and I wilt edit and
get your approval of  th€ rhantes. t )o i t
thjs winter wh€n you aren' t  outsido
gardening. l f  everyone sent som€rhins
and half  of  you wrote an art icte,  jusr think
$,hat a gooct newsletter i t  wi i l  be in 2001.

TheGarJensprol pns"z



Club News
8y Chuck Carlron

Bill Hull
Bil l  t lul l  is now residing at l{ i l lcrest

Rehabil i tat ion and Health Ca.€ Center.
Ilis new address and phone number is

Bi l l l iu l l
I  l i ' lcrest R€hab and I- l ' ralth Care
15,109 Wayzata BIvd
wayzatar\4Nss3e1 ._. l.r twosession'"fi:::1.""1..",x,Iji:;.;.

l t i<ner! thunei \o52 17t 54ob 1 . . . .o1u,,_. ' '  . .  and Pre. idcnr ' ,
xe$r"!  

"q?_ - rc(Ft j t ion Bn- hetd. Al
New Members , .=."  

2 rhe drnner.  rhF o icerr
I  hc fol lowing h.r \  c b".r  -  i  a -  dnd rew or reelFcted drrec-

.r f f ro\  cd b] rh.  borrd nc neB i  l 's ;  tor\  were rn- l . l l led. I  he e\ecl l
membcis into the rlub. I " I tive officers installed rvere: Iim

. Rud\ Al l .br(h.1nd.\u/prro \  .  ; ' ,  
, .Y. f" '  f r€- idenl ,  l ru l  De.re) l . t

\4p.rhrnc I  he) re\rde In vl  .  I  our\  Jones lncl  \  l  ,  Honey
Minnetonka. t t  appears they i  Yi ,  Barnekoff3rd VP, Chris
Jre ourdoor minded , 'n6 a"r l  , "" , j j jP.f" ," , ,o .  chr i \ r i . ,n\en I  reJ.urer dnd
loreenrdeninednd,re, t lso J vaorporr ! t rnd$r,  Ronl leppcnf,r \ l f re: idenl
D.r. t  ol  the Hosta So(ieh. The "cntcrtJ inment

. Kristine Deters is a forensi. scientist Drovided for the direclors and spolrses
and wants to learn more about
gnrdening and horticulture. Her

and vegetables
lvelcome to all and we hope your lime

with us will be enjoyable and you
will gain some gardening knowledge
as wel las giving us sonre ofyours.

Director's Meeting
Sy;acuse New York
November 2-4, m00

Your Mid Am€rica Retion directors,
Russel lSmith and Jerome Frampton
attended the director 's annual November

organization. Likes to grow annuals Smith and Jero.re Frampton

meetings in Syracuse, NY. The meetings
were held in the Carr icr l lo l iday Inn.

Russel l  Smith chaired the E & I
Committee meeting. No n.w business
was ena.tc. l .  The E &I fund is no$,
$630,000.

Iefome Frampton chaired the
Nlembership and Ne*'  Club Committee.
During th€ year two new clubs trere

A1l th€ Diractors met and covered
the business of tha organizat ion. No
major decisions were raquired and the

attending was a bur of the Erie Canal
museum and a tr ip to the Museum and

Final Y2K Board Meeting
The final Board meetint for 2000

r,'illbe on Tuesday, Nove'nber 28, 7:30
PM. It will be at Margaret Hibberd's

New board members foryear200l
are also invi led.

garden resides in Mendola Heights. Science & Technology where the movie
. Edeltraud Creen is also a resident of Alaska $'as sacn at the Onnitheater.

Minnetonka .rnd a director of il trnvel Rcspectfully Sr'bmitted: Russell C
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Vermiculite
Ihe tollowjn1 is an Artictes hont rhe yatd &
C"rde, iine Ne'.vs. rhis aii.tes has bee,,
reprinted with perrDjssian trcn the ya.d &
Carden Line News, a prolarD oi the
Unlvetsity ol Minnesol? Extension SeNjce.
Cet ans\\,e6 to yaur earclenin7 questions al
www extension un)n edu

!ne Scoop on
Vermiculiie for pottino
Mixes and Ga;de;-"'"
Beds
Carl Rosen, fxreEion Joi/ -scienrtsrDepan!)rent of Soil, Water, and CLnate

Exlension Service recent publicirv
about asbestos contaminared riermicuiire
irom the l,ibby mine in Montana has
caus€d (oncern amont rhose who h.rve
used thrs dmendment for port ins mi\es
and gdrden beds. White rhe maj;r  heatth
flsks associated with asbestos contami
nated vermiculile are more likely from
att ic insulat ion use, quest ions aiout
garoen uses are atso being asked. The
most trequenf ly asked quesrjons are: I  J
what shoutd be donc with garden beds
where the contaminated vermicul i te was
used? and 2) is rhe vermicut ire avaitabte
ror pottinS mixes today safe to use? To
help_answer rhese quesrions a br ief  revjevv
ot i |hatv€rmicul i te is,  where i t  comes
rrom, what it is us€d for, and how some
sources became contaminated will be
addressed in this art ic le_

..  Commercial  varmicul i te is a natu
rn y occurr int  mica mrneral  l recJrnrca v
brolr le and iron beanng phtotoprte) rhi t  is
n)rned In var ious locJt ions nround the
r\or ld.  When e\posed ro hiHh remp€fa-
tr !res, th!  vermicut i te erparids to about t5
Irmes rts natural size. The resuhing

suitable Ior r vnrjery of uses in(ludrna
insuldtron. pdcking m.rlerral. porrrng iorl
nreProohng. ind cemcnt mi\es.

In polling mixes, vermiculite Dro,
vides porosiry to the mixrure whi le at lhe
same t ime retains water making i t  an ideal
amendment tor growint pl . rnr,  in contd , .
e.s.  U\udl l )  rhe polt ing mi\  cont. In\  \  ru
5l l% vern) icul i te by volume, t ,  r th Dear.
t ,er l i le.  ,dnd, or "ort  compri5int rhe rcr l  of
rne mr\rure In var ious proport ions.
Vermicul i te can atso be used in earden
beds to loosen up ctay soi ls.  Ove"r t rrne
nowever, the vernriculiie tends to comDacl
nnd rr l l  lo 'e i t -  de,rrrble pruDerr ie".  , , .
di f ference ber 'veen porr i"g rnl ,  *rrn, . ,
t r t r  ard insutar ion rermjcut ire rs pr inrant
particle size wilh smaller size p;rticies
used for the potting mixes.

up until 1990, abour 70 ro S0r1, of tt"
\  ermiculr te u\ed 

'n 
lhe t  .S. l \  ar mi ed i r l

Lrbby, Monrana. ' fhe processed r ermrcu
lr le.rrom Ljbby was often sotd under rhe
rrade naqe ,,Zonolile,,. W.R. Crace was
rne company lhal owned the mine from
1963 - 1990. A probtem specifjc ro the
Libby mine was that the vermicut i te
deposit  was also associated with tremol i te
asDestos, a rare naturallv,occurrinp
nrineral. Health problems associatJ,l wirh
arbesto. hdve been krown tor m.rn) )  edr\ ,
nowever,  r t  r5 uncert i in tust how lone thr
he.r l th problerns ha\ e be"n fno*n at"tr*
t , ibby plant.  Due to rhe hish anrount of
asbestosiE Iung cancer, an;
mesoth€loioma related deaths anrone
workers and family members associa"ted
wi lh lhe Libby plant rhe mine was ctosed
down in 1990. Because len years have
passed sinc€ the ctosing nf the mine. i r  rs
unl i l ,e ly thar .rny of rhe \  ern cutr te used
today comes from the Ljbby, Montana

V€nnicut i te is current ly mine. l  in
South Carolina and Vifginijas well in

(Conti utd On prydt)
produrt has a r ery tow ctensrrl  mikrng it
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Places to Go
THE COMO INSIDER

When I took a Christmas day famil],
excursior donn to the Como Conserva-
lory thr€e ! ,ears ago, l i t t le did I  real i?e that
I  would feel  cal led lo apply 10 be.ome a
Card€nar 's Aide there. I  submitt€d an
appl icat ion in lanuary and b€fore I  knew
it  I  had a fegular t  o and one half  hour
Friday morningshif t  pr iorto the conser-
vatory opening to lhe publ i€ for the day.
Dut i€s include deadheadin& t f imnring
dying s€ct ions of plants,  raking under
bushes and lrces, som€times taking out
old and planting now flowering plnnts in
the Cal lery or Sunken Carden. I t  is
soolhing to d;g in the dir t  ev€n in the
middleof winter,  and always a joy to
6'ork with soi l  that is,  unl ike that in my
own yard, always rJch and weed free.

I t  was a year ago at the volunteer
Christmas party that I first heard Paul
Knuth, one of Como's lead gardeners,
enthusiast ical ly evaluat ing that year 's
Christmas show in the Sunken Carden
and talking o{ plans for this year's. The
2000 shorv would have a carousel theme,
he said, and indeed it will.

The star of the holiday show, which
runs December 1 lanuary 12, is a red
poinsetlia called, appropriately, Carousel;
it has wa\y, pinwheel like bracts and will
be shown in three sizes. Three varieties of
pink toned poinsett ias wi l l  a lso be showr!
and these are lvfarblestaf, Cortez Candy
and Goldstar Pink. Poinsettias come from
cutt ings from Fisher Poinselt ia ofBoulder,
Colorado, that were shipped here back in
J uly.

Conl inuing the carousel theme wi l l
be a variety of coleus whose leaf shapes
and color variety sutgests movement, like
a carousel.  Variet ies wi l l in€lude Fl i r t ing

Skir l ,  Mardi  Cras, Confett i ,  Cammil la,
' I  i l t -a-Whir l  and Ma\ I-evering, as wel las
a large. plant cal led iUul l icolor Rainborv.
Other accent plants featured in lhe shon
wil l  be a cebsia var iety .al led Prest ige
Scarlel  and a var iety of arnaranthus.
Como lJark's own Cafesjian's Carousel
(which is closed for the seaso,))  wi l l
provid€ two larte carousel horses for the
display, t t  i th four smal ler horses coming
from a private collection.

Conservatory hours are l0:00 AM
4100 PM and th€ facility is open every day,
including w€ekends and hol idays. Sug
gested adrnission donation is $1 for
adults,50 cents for ages 6 12, and those 5
and under are adnritt€d free. This is a
Sreat place lo Iake your visiling relalives
ov€r lhe hol idaysl
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Ve rmiculite
(ca|1tuutedfanl lg? I)
South Africa, Brazil, China, Egypt, India,
Iapan and Russia. The largest mine today
is located in South Africa. No asbestos
related disorders have been reported in
any ofthe maior vermiculite mines except
for the Libby, Montana mine- Testing
don€ by EPA and the Ontario Research
Foundation found that no asbestos could
be detected in the vermiculit€ from the
South Africa mine. Based on these reports,
it can be reasonably assdmed that ver,
miculite used today does not conlaan
sitnificant amounts of asbestos.

!Vh€n using vermiculite, as well as
any olher material that inherently conlains
dust sized particles, it is recommended
that dust control measures be adopted
and/or personal protective equipment
(dust masks) be used to protect againsr
ctust inhalalion. K€eping the vermiculite
moist wi l l t real ly reduce dust problenrs.

lr it is known that Libby verrniculite
was used in a garden bed, health risks can
be reduc€d by simply coverjng the area
with sod or mulch to ensure thar dust
from the area is kept to a minium. As a
last resort the area can be e\€avated by
protessionals and sent off to a tandfill.

BandY
Spider
A5sislanl fxte/rstor fntorro/ogtrr

E.litorc note. Renrernber ihe rprder we 5aw
at 8ab Olson yad on the iur)nr€r iouri /r
was n ane oi his nonster hosra rpeci,nene
Hete is a liltle iniomation on tL

Big blal:k and yellow spiders in rhe
center of w€bs have b€en commonly
observ€d Iate this summer. These spide.s
belong to the family called orb weavers
(Aran€idae).  A commonspecios in rhis
troup is lhe black and yello\{ arBiope
(are-JEYE o pee) spidea Argjope
aurantia. AIso known as garden spider,
this arachnid has a body length up to l
inch lont.Including the legs, it can be
over several inches long. This is a strik
ingly colored spider $,ilh a black body
and yellow markings on its abdomen. To
some people, the markings resemblos
flames. This spider is often found build
ing i ts web in tardens or in tal lgrass.

Because of i ts size, some people
assume that a black and yel lo$, aBiope
spider is danterous to people. In realiry,
it is a shy spider (as nearly all spicters
are). lt stays in ils web and could onty
move slowly on the ground i f  i t  fe l l  our of
it. It has poor vision, even for a spider. It
would be very unlikely to bite peopie. tf
this spider did accidently bite someone,
the injury would not be worse then a bee
sting. This spideris not dangerous to
people and should be lef t  alone.
The obove is from the Yord &
Gorden Line Nevls.  Ih6 arr ic le war
tepnnted with pemtistion iofi) tlrc Ya,d &
Carden Line News, a prcEnn) ol the
Univerctty of Mit)nesota fxrens,on Jerv/ce.
Cet answets to you Cardening q estjons at
www.e xte ns io n. u n n.ed u
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