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Distinctive Gardens Public Tour
All money raised goes for Horticultural Scholarships

Bus Tour, Saturday f uly I only
You must have a ticket and tes€lvation

. Tours 7 gardeDs.

.  8ox lun€h.

.  Air  condit ioned buses.

.  Board buses at Westwood Lutheran.

.  Buses leave at l0 AM.

Drive Yourself Tour f uly I & g
. Tour 7 gardens.
. A green booklet is your ticket.
.  Booklet gives direct ions.
.  Cardensopen 12 Noon to 5PM each day.

Reservations
.  Reservat ions and nroney should have been in by June 30, 2000.
.  Late rcservat ions only possible by cal l i r is:

-  Bob Redmond ( 612-822 ,1109)

- Renada Nloehnke (612-891 2939)

Club Events Preview
lu ly 8-9----Weekend Publ ic C.rd€n Tour
August 6---5unday Club Tour
August 19-20-- Food Flower & Folo Show
Septeml,er 12-.Dinner Meeting-Chuck tevrne

October 10 --*Dinner Meel ing-
Novembel l4 -Dinner Meering- Orchids by
Steve Conzalez, President of Orchid Society
Decembe. 5 --Holidav Pa.tv



Editorial
Enticements
Chuck Carlton Edital

This month I have decided to devote
my colunrn to the {onvent ion, s ince so
many ofyou could notattend. For what
ever lhe reason, it is too bad that more of
the members of can not attend. Tf i is toes
nat ion wide as wel las forouf. lub. Atten
dan€e rvas about 255. Attendees ffom olrr
club were lanet and Russ Smith, Howard
and Ruth Berg and Mafion and rn]s€l f .We
arr ived at th€ Marr iot t  Hotel  on Thursday
the 15th. Nothing was planned for this day
but we did register and received our bag o{
information and goodies. We capped off
the day havint dinner with the Bergs.

The morning of the 16th came early
for me since we had to be at breakfast at
7100 AM for the kickoff of the proceedings.
At 9:00 AM the convent ion cont inued with
two seminars t i t led Perennials That Go
Together and Bullet Proof Floh'ers ForThe
South. The second one was presented by
lim t{ilson. You probably recot'rize lhe
name since he was the host o{ the TV
program,lhe Victory Carden and pres
enl ly has pro8rams on Home and Carden
Televison (HGIV). I  real ly thought I
wouldn' t  ge( nuch information from a talk
about flowers for the South but I found out
that many of his sutgestions are used by
us in the North as annuals or pot plants.

The afternoon was fi ed with a trip
to I'owel1 Cardens which isjust east of
Kansas City. Thes€ gardens are relatively
new but give you the impression they have
been lhere foryears. Even with a sl ight
dr izzle and a bi t  of  walking i t  was an
excellenl garden touring experience. It had
gardens of all types interspersed bet*'een
walkways lhat though ihey were bi tumi
nous, surpr is ingly,  they didn' t  detract f rom
the beauly of theBarden. Ihe day ended

with a Kansas barbecre nt the Nlahalf i€
farnrslend r{hich is the last renraining
stagecoach stop on t fai ls ivhich leact to
tha West.  I f  I  renrember correct ly,  i t  $ 'as a
slart ing junct ion for al l  lh.ee l fai ls;  the
Sanla Fe, the Oregon, and the Cal i fornia.

Saturday the 17th 
' \ ,as 

a day of
committee meetings and spouse lorrs.  1
attended rneet ints on Convent ion and
Sit€ Plannin& Newsletters,  and Photogra-
phy whi le my better hal f  toured the
Arabia City Mafket with its restored
steamship dug up f .om the d€plhs ofa
farm field. The day was topped off with a
dinner at s ix and the showing of the blue
ribbon l \ inners of the sl ide contest.  tsolh
Lloyd rvitlstock and m),self had a piLture

Sunday the 18th started off  a half
hour later with breakfast at  7130. that
€xtra half  hour was welcomed. During
breakfasl they gave out the newsletter
aivafds and lor lhe second year in a row
the S/,rlry was awarded second place.

Nert  on th€ schedule was a web si te
seminaf and the m€mber's business

'neel ing. ' l  
he day was co'npleted (, i th

three more gardening seminars. Al l  ser€
inter€st ing and wel l  received by tha
atlendees- N4y favorite lvas the Ten
Commandmenls for Successful Carden
ing. This s€minar was begun by the
presenter dressed as N,loses caring the
two tablets of lhe ten commandments. No
evening meal r \ ras planned by our hosts
so the day ended with the Bergs, Carlsons
and Smilhs goin8 out for dinn€r. 8v ttre
way Ihere were only two m€als trot
provided by the convent ion..1he 

last day completed the business
meetings, tours of three home gardens
and the president reception and send off
dinner ivith a remarkable inspirational
speaker.  One of the gardens conlained a
huge amounl of planl  mater ial  in ler-

(Co t\t tdo p!$e 8)
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President 's
Column
MCCM President Ri.hie Miller

Ritchie's Ramblings
You people are a part of a very busy

club. I t  seems that there are several
events going on al  lhe same t ime, al l  the
t ime. The Biennial  Tour committee is
busy g€lt ing the f inal touches on the July

tour, the IFF cominittee is
gett int  that event ready, lhe
attendees at the Nal ional
Convention in Kansas City
just returned, the wo.k

mornint at  Va11ey Fair
was just completed,

the Hospi lal i ly
Commil tee is
working on making

_ our meetings more
, . enjoyable, work is
I  beins done at the

-{n 
pereinratg.rrden,
and on and on. Al l

thiswould be impossible i f  i t  weren' t  for
ihe workofa mult ; tude of people. This is
real ly a wondeiful  c lub $, i th wonderful
members doing wonderful  iasks. I f there
is anyone not involved in one of lh€
.om'ni t tees, now is the t ime to open your
cl i rectory, f ind the chairperson of the
committee you have an interest in, and
cal l  them so you can gel involved and
have some fun with the resl  of  us.

My work has slowed to the point
that I 'm fxral ly gett int  to plant my
ga.den. l l 's  rear ly done fof this year.
Now the maintenance begins. Mainte,
nance in my yarct is the relaxing paft  of
tardening. When I  8el  home in the
evening, I  can tour the garden, and f ind a
weed to pul l  or a planl that needs dead

heading or somethint else. This is rela\-
at ion to me.l  hope you f ind relaxat ion in
your tarden, too.

Enough ranrbl inS, get on wi lh your
summer. I hope it's one of the best ever.

Foto Contest
Remember that one F in the FFF

show is for Fotos. Starl laking those
photographs for oui contest. They can be
slides or prirts. tse positive and enter the
contest.  Lasty€ar,  a f i rst  t ime e\hibi tor,
Lloyd Weber r\,alked arvay with the
trophy.I t  could beyou i tyou ent€r.  The
rules were provided at the last dinner
meeting. l fyou need a copy give Chuck
Carlson a cal l .  Remember July 31 is the last
date for ent€r ing your photos so snap a
few pictures and enter them in lhe contest.
Iror questions conlact LIoyd Willstock.

You know you have been
galdening too long when...

Looking at your compost pile
makes vou feel warm all over

TheGcrdenSpro| p.sus



Last Month's
Program

There's hardly a garden in Minne
sota worthy of the name that doesn't
contain at least one variety of dayl i ly.
There are some darn good reasons for lh is
as Norm Baker the June MCClvl dinner
speaker, pointed out. Daylilies (or /,.r?.,'o-
.?l/is) are easy to grow, tough as weeds,
disease free and adaptable to almost any
garden soi l .

' rhe com'non orange dayl i ly (H.
Frl/"r) found at old farmsteads throughout
the state is testimony to the dal'lily's
legendary to u gh ness. -Ihese are not native
planls, as many assume, but were carried
aooss lhe country by pioneers wrapped in
leather for as long as three monlhs at a
t ime. They were planted, as are dayl i l ies
today, to brin8 a splash of color to the
landscape when l i t t le else was blooming

Today's hute number of dayl i ly
cul t ivars are al l  ancestors of the 15lo 26
species native to China, Japan and Ko.€a.
The firsl hybrid daylily was developed by
Reverend Yeld, a Lutheran nrinister, in
1893. l twas a vast ly better plant than
either parent or any species plant. It
kicked off an intefest in improvint the
color, bloom time and hardiness of the
plant that continues to this day. Right now
there are some 45,,100 hybfid €ultivars
registered wilh the Ameri.an Hemerocal
lis Society.

Whi le a clear blue dayl i ly remains an
elusive goal,  dayl i l ies are avai lable in
neady any color and a huge number of
combinat ions. Norm took the a{dience on
a st id€ tour of the development of dayl i l
ies, beginning with the natural  orange and
yel lows and extending to apricot,  salmon,

la!ender,  purple, pink. r ,hi te,  gold, r€d,
gfeen aod brown. I lybr idizerc are also
hard at work creat int  addi l ioD.l  bicolors,
bilones, triple edte colors/ eyeToncs/
walermaiks and overlay colors.

Breeders have also improved the
plant i tsel f ,  especial \ ,  i ts garden and
horl icul trral  valuc. Bloom t imes an as
long as three weeks.nd r l rn norv into
e?rly fal l .  some, l ikc !he famous 5f. / i ,
d'O,", rebloom throughoul lhe gro$,ing
season. Some of the nel, 'esl  dayl i l ies can
have more lhan 100 buds on a single stalk.
'fhe plants can run from four inches to sjx
feel in height (to the top of the bloorn
stalk).

Unfortunately,  many of the coolest
new cult ivars cannot be grorvn in our
harsh cl imale. Any given cult ivaf cnn
usual lv span about three USDA hardiness
zones, so check thc.atalog careful ly lo
make sure the gorgeous flouer lhat has
caught your €ye can really be groiln here
in zone , l -  N4osl of  the hybf idizers l ive and
develop neh'plnnts in the southern states.
Norm said 85'1, of new inl.oduclions are
developed south of hardin€ss zone 5.

Nlost new dayl i l ies are developed by
people l ike Norm Baker,  ei lher smal l

trowers or backyard Ba.d€ners. Norm
and his wife own Norlhstar Nursery in
Roters. They brc€d and sell da],lilies.

Since sev€ral  thousand ne!{ plants
may be introduc€d in a single year, there
arebound to be some thatcan be grown
here, but i t  pays to check bafore invcst ing
in a high priced new hybrid.75 80i/" of
dayl i ly cul t ivars are pr iced ai  less than
$15.00. N€w inlroduct ions tend to be more
cost ly depending on the repuiat ion of the
breeder,  their  uniqueness or dist inct ive-
ness, and, mosl importanlly, the price
daylily aficionados (otherwise kno as
fanal ics) are wi l l ing to pay.

Norm provided a very extensive

(Cottuutd o pny 8)
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Board
Meeting
Summary
Maryaret H ibbed, Se.rctary

Meetint  Date: june 6,2000
Al1 board members were

Piesenr.
Plesident Report.

June 2l-  the vis ions and
plans for the Arboretum are
beint announced. National

meeting is being held in Kansas

Ci|\ m€eting to save Poslage, so Dave and
Howard wi l l  lvork on this iv i ih ihe region.

Auction It went good lvith the n-"rv
procedures for recording sales and oniy
the minor complaint that ther€ was too
much stuff. There was a request to pnc€
some of the auction plants and piace them
in the Country Store, i-e. Price some by the
pack, and more things could be soid by

Photography-The Board thanks the
conmiitee for th€ nice April program.

Iours Th€ tsiemialTour is comnrg
.liong weil and the Autust club to1lr is

Perennial Carden- A great planting
dav on Jun€ 3. Arbor Day planti.g of trees
and shfubs was successful.
Old Business

Ihe brochure rs done and ltitchie
and I im have compleied iheir review ol it
Kay is working toward haring the hand
book pr inted in Septemb€r.

City the third week in June
t{o-t \  drd Berg, Chuck Crdson. rnd Russ

Smith are attending. We had decided
earlier in the year not to get our own

501C3 designation as a nonprofit.
There is stili interest in pitgy-

backint s i th \at ional on this.
Howaid mny inquire. There were
offets io us as a club to sell
hort icul lural  prociucts and the
board de. ided we did not wani

to be in this business.
Vice President Report

Norm Baker B, i l l  speak on davl i l ies
at the June meeting-There are gardens lhe
club might visit as a group, so we decid€d
she should jnvestigate. Norm Bak€r's
Northstar Nursery in Rogers is one of

Secretary's and Tleasuret's
Reports

These i'ere prcsent€d anct approved.
New member

JuneLl€ [  tanks i las approved.
Committee Reports

Calendars lve can order 501
calendars to be picked up ni  the Kansns

Future Board
meetings &
Locations

Tuesday, lune, 27 7:30 PM
Board ot Directors 

'ne€irngDave iohnson's house
Tuesday, August 1,  7:30 PM

Board of Directo.s meehng
Tim NIcCnule\"s house

TheGordenSprof n"sus



Confessions
of a Lazy
Cardener

Hardscape
I  can' t  bel ieve that I  a€tual lv

volunieered to !vr i te about
hardscape in the garden. Those ot
you sho have been constrained to
! is i t  Dart  Avenue know ihat i  havc
vir lual lv no wal ls,  structures, path, j
or orh€r features rn the garden. ( l

refuse to counl black plastrc landscapc
cdging as "hardscape".)

I  think one of the reasons that I  don t
have a lot  oi  pernaneni feai l rres in mv
landscape is t iat  ihcv're,  i {ei l ,  pefmanent.
And I  don' t  have enough conf idence in
my judgemeni to know fof sLrre ihat
i 'haiever I  put up wi l l  look l ike r i  beLongs
rlhero I  pul  i t .  l 've se€n a loi  of  Nond€r
ful  arbors, por l icocs. gazcbos, etc.  that
Look rvonderiul in th€1. st t t i ' rgs. l lu l  l ' \ 'e
nlso seen i  i€s'  lhnt lenr ' !  mc s on. lenfg
rvhnt on earth the o!vrer ha. i  in nr ind.

I  also iear that anvthing I  instal l
mitht  lead lo that spe.utat ion, even ironl
myself .  So I  rvai i  for inspirat ion to seLze
me. Or, I  put ol f  making a dccision nbout
an arbor.  I  . ia lvdle \ !hi le others insi i l t
fountnrns.rnd paihs.

fh€ onl\  hardscnpe thal Ne havc put
in r t  Dart  \ \  en!e rs n brnk p.r tro outsrde
our back door.  I  nm proud to 5.v th. t
nf ter e\cn!ntron. the disco\ en oi  .
hr iher io 'unknow n r!el l .  t r .nsportai iof  oi
Class s iggreg.te, s ind, p. !ers and .
plate tampcr up the hl l l  io the bnck vnrcl
in w hcelbarro$ s. ind lev€l ing and
instnl lal iof .  \ \  {r  not onl \  l r ive .r  us.bl€

pat io:  rve . lso remain marrLed. I t  r{asn' i
aciuallv alL lhal harci. we r\ent to a
"s€minar 'ni  the br ickstore, plot ted i t  out,
calculat€d the.equirements for br ick,
sand, and Class 5, and rve were in busi
ness. N4)' oniv retret is that I never got to
.un the plal€ tamper. The whole project
nasn' t  as easv as i t  iooks on "Hometrme",
but i t  wasn't  too bad.

!Ve'v€ also replaced a few sechons oi
our sidewalk thal  goes around the house.
Surpr is ingly,  ihe or iginai  s iderval(  rvhich
rvas onlv nboui an inch thick, had not held
up wetl-  Agi in,  this isn' t  too di f f icui t  for
anvone !vho has \ \niched home improve-
meni sholvs. But i t  does pav to double-
check ihe ci lcuiat ions so )rou don't  gei
halfwav through pouring concrete berore
r€al iz ing\ou should have Sotten 12 bags
oi Sackrett ,  not s i \ .  Anct i t  hciPs i f  the
n€rghbo15 $ i l l  leep their  dogs inside unt i l
cvervthxlg rs sei  uP.

hre have a few projects that wi l l  need
to be taken ca.c of someirme. The old

Srapevine that $as here \ then i  bought the
ho s€ needs better support  than i t  has, so
l 've been plann,ng io put in n couple ot
.cal  fencepo5is ind run some !virc be-
tween them. ind I  ne€d some soft  of
ruppori  ior ihe (aicnai is.  norv that tht  old
.rpI le t fee strmp t ,  $!  do\\  f .  l i r icd
growing rt  up thnrugh rrr !  Robust i
rosebush lasi  vca.,  ind that didn' t  r lork
out al l  thai  l {  el l  for ei iher the Clcmatis or
the rosebush..  Tht.e nr€ also moro side-
\ \  alk sect ions that need replncing.

The Lr iggest project thnt is star ing at
rus is rcparr or replacc'neni ot  our retarnlne
,r.al l5 on e.ch 5ide of thc dr i \  eN'av Into our
tuclun. ler garagc. i l  vou \  rsrt  our Place on
the lugusl tour.  \  ou l l  see the problenl in
5trong rt l i€f .  TI1€se ! ! i l ls are madc oi  ihe
5nmc S0-venr old br ick thlr t  our house is
bui l t  oi ,  . rd moisiure and sett l in i t  hi \  e
c.rused big cracks anc{ gcnernl  deter io.n'

,a. , r r r l  l  . ,  P{! .  i l
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An Invitation The Potato
Visit Northstaf Nurseries Fol A
Hemerocall is Quest

Remetnbcr the inveniat ion of our
last program presenter? tf the ansi!er is no
here is a renrinder.  Norrn invi ted anyone
lo come for a vis i t  on Tuesday, Jul)r  18.
Nornr said hc wot ' ld give us a pr ivate tour
and show us al l  those fantast ic dayl i l ies he
e\poonded on during our last program.
l- i l l  up your car with fr iends and meel al
the nurscry. Be there at 7 PM and be
anrazed at al l  the var i t ies you r ' \ , i l lsee.
Below is a ap of i ts locat ion.

You kno$'that al l  potatoes halc
eyes. lvell, \'lr. and N4rs. Potato had eycs
for each olher and they f inal ly got marr ied
and had a 1i t t le one.. .a realsweet potato,
$'hom they cal led'Yanr. 'Thcy wanled th€
best for l i l t le Yam, 1€l l ing her al l  about lhe
facts of 1i fe.  They wafned her aboul goinB
out and tett ing half  baked becaus€ she
could Eet Nlashed, get a bad name l ike
' l lot  Potato, 'and then end up with a
bunch ofTater Tols.

She said nol lo worry, "No N4r.
Mcspud l \ould get her in the snck and
make a Rotten Polato oul of  hcr l"  But she
lvouldn' t  stay home nnd becomc a Couch
Potato ei ther.  She would get pl€nty of
food and exercise so as not to bc skinny
l ike her Shoestr ing cousins Mr. and l \ , l rs.
Fried Potato.

They even told her about Boing off  to
Europe and to watch out for the Hard
Boi led tuys from lreland. And even the
greasy Buys from Fran.e called the French
Fries. They alsosaid she should watch out
for the Indians when going out h'est
bec.use she could g€t Scal loped.

She lold them she would stay on the
shaitht  and narrow and wouldn' l  assoc;
ate with those high class Blue Bel les or tho
ones from lhe othersideof the tracks ivho
advert ise their  t radc on al l  the hucks you
s€e around town that say, 'Fr i to Lay. '

N{r- & l\'lrs. Potato r{'anled the best
for Yam, so they sent her to ldaho P.U.,
that 's Potnto Universi ty,  where the BiE
Potaloes come from. When sh€ g.aduates,
she' l l  real l )  be in the t lh ips. But onc day
she came home and said sh€ was goint to
marry Tom Brokal\'. Mr. and i\4rs. Potato
wcre very upsel and said shc couldn' t
n1arry him because hc's jusl  a

col\41\,loN rATtR]Ilr.....

You know vou have been
gardening loo long when...
your weeds and you have

become friends.

TheGorJensprol p^s"z



Program
( Co n t i t I u td lj ol t1 pdge I )

handout to use to fol low along iLi th his
talk.  I f  you, ge|t le reader,  rvant to knoi!
more and perhaps get the names o{ solre
intefest ing cul t ivars, I  would be happy lo
loan you my copy. I Ie also slrggested
consulting Ix,"kd] Diylily Rtf]rcno Cuidt
by Cret and Kay Cre8ory for more
information.

Norm con€luded by saying "very
few perennials give you as much value for
your garden as do daylilies. They can
form the backbone of the late spring and
ful l  summer color scheme for your
gardcn. With wonderful ly complex
patterns of colof and texlure, you can
design and develop your garden l ike an
art ist  devalops a painl ing.- Ihis is why
dayl i l ies have be.:ome lhe most popular
ful l  sun perennial ."

Editorial
(Ca,ttit d lrot ,,ltt 2)

spersed among at least a hundred dwarf

A1l in al lwe had an cnjoyable
e\perience and a d€l ightful  vacat ion. I
hope our convenl ion in 2001 is as hel l
planned as this one was and I  hope al l  our
membcrs h, i l1 attend and volunteer for the
various tasks. Let 's shoi!  the othcr clubs a
good t imc and some C, d' : t tn,g Ft ln t
2041.

Hardscape
(Cn tit ttdlionl pngc 6)

t ion. In my mind, this would not be a do
ityourself  project,  and I  am putt ing i t  of f
as long as possible unt i l  the checkbook
balance is favorable, which may be never.
ln the meantime, I  nm looking into

Browing vines over i l  unt i l  lhe checkbook
balan€e sees it my rvay. In my e\peri-
ence, vines can be very helpful. I am
grorving grapevines over the frame of an
01d swing sel in the backyard. This
works reasonably wellexcept for the facl
thal the telephone line runs directly above
the frame, and I  per iodical ly have to
clambcr up a ladderand hack back a few
vines off  the phone lrne so lhose
telemarketers can reach us at dinnert ime-
A l i l t le ladder i {rork nev€r hurl  anybodyl
Wh€re afe my pruning shears?

Wanted
Articles for the "Spray".

Dtrtrtrtr
There is presently no backlog
so do your best lo write us an
alticle, lf you don'1, we may

have some very shott
newslettels. This issue is cut

by two pages

TheGorJenSprry c"e" o



Miscel laneous Happenings
or News from

the Gardening World
Perennial Carden

July i ,  July 15, August 12, Augusl 26.
September 9, September 23, and october 7

tve need your help to stay on top of

Tri City Flower Show
Atlg| lst  5-6 Southb$ n Center in
Bloomington.

Mid-America
Regional Conference
lUens Carden Club of Des Moines wi l l  host
a onc day conference for the Nl id-Am€.ica
Region. l t  rv i l l  be held on Seplembef23.
2000. A gre:rl protram is planned and it
wi l l  providc you with a chanc€ to vis i t
TCOA HeadqLrarters. lvalch for an'

State Fair
The Minnesota State Fair  runs from
August 24 to September 4th. The N4inne-
sota State llorticultural Socieh needs
your help. Volunteer by cal l ing 651 643-
3601. You ni l l  tet  a tree t icket lo th€ fair .
The dahl ia show on September 3 1. Check
the pap€r lo see other shows are also
being held at the fair .

Dahlia Show
The Minnesota Dahl ia Society has a
Dahl ia show at Northtorvn N{al1 on
Seplember l6-17- For infof lnal ion cal l
terry 432-9575

FFF Show & Tours
Our club shows and tours are in AuBust.
See page one for dates.

TheGarJenSprof n"g" s
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Treas rer: Hor,,,ard Berg
10107 Lakevierv Dr., N,linnetonka, NlN s5305 2615
Past President: Eldon Hugelen
7471 West 142nd Sr. ,  Apple Val le),  NlN 55124 8581

DIRECTORS:
Dave Johnson
5291 Matterhorn Dr., Ffidley, lv:N 55419 1324
Tim McCauley
325 lvest 82nd Street, Chaska, NIN 55318-3208
Kay Wolfe
2740 Florida Ave. So., St. I,ouis Park, N.tN 5s426 3330

The Gorden Spray
\,[en's Garden Club of lvlinneapolis, Inc.

Charles J. Carlsor; \Ianaging Editor
1001 Hackman Circle

Fddley, MN 55432-0463
FORWARDING AND RETURN
POSTACE CUARANTTED,
ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

First Class Mail


